
Small Group Discussion Guide       July 1, 2018 
If God, … Why Evil (Week 3) 

 

 
Getting Started 

Share one thing that impacted you most from this week’s message. 

Discussion 

Read the story of Joseph this week (Genesis 37-50) as you discuss Dr Churchville’s message. 
 

Shattered Families … Where is God in all this evil? 
 

• Describe Joseph’s family of origin and the issues that may have contributed the events that occurred in his life. 
 

• What are some of the hurts/wounds from your past that may help to provide a context for “evil” that you or others 
have experienced. 
 

• Where was God in Joseph’s life (Genesis 39:2, 21)? How does this encourage you in your journey today? 

 

Systems of Forgetfulness 
 

• What challenged you most from this part of Dr Churchville’s message? 
 

• How have you seen the criminal justice system contribute to the dehumanizing of inmates as well as those who work 
in our prisons? 
 

• What might God be calling you to do to support someone who is incarcerated and/or their families? 
 

Selves full of desire 
 

• Where does Mark 7:20-23 tell us that evil desires originate? 
 

• How did Joseph end up in prison?  (Because of desire: of his brothers’ desire to get rid of him, or a wife’s desire to 
please herself sexually, or a husband’s desire to avenge honor, … or his big mouth – desire for attention?) 
 

• What does James 1:13-15 tell us about the source of evil desires? 
 

• What is the besetting sin in your life? What is your strongest temptation? What is one of your strongest desires?   
 
What did Dr Churchville say that the antidote was to our evil our desires? 

 



Page 2 
 

 

God is always with us … 

… in our shattered families, systems of forgetfulness, and selves full of desire– there are stories behind the evil, and God 

can change the story (Genesis 50:20 “what you intended for evil, God meant for good”). 

• Share a testimony of God’s transforming grace in your life where He worked something for good that was intended for 
evil. 
 

• What may be happening in your life now where you need to be reminded of this truth that God is working all things for 
the good for those who love Him and are called according to His purposes (Romans 8:28)? 
 

Prayer 

 


