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My name is Pastor John Lawley and I’m one of the pastors here and so I get the privilege every once in 
a while to bring you the Word of God, and so I have the privilege once again this morning to do so.  We 
are in the book of Romans.  If you have your Bibles, if you have your phones, Romans chapter 6 is 
where we’re going to hang out this morning.  I want to welcome everyone who is new with us.  Thank 
you for coming.  As Pastor Lee echoed, I hope you feel loved and welcomed and valued.  I also want to 
give a shout out, I promised, I want to give a shout out to everyone online, welcome, thanks for coming.  
I know there’s a lot of brothers and sisters in Christ who can’t make it; all of a sudden they’re traveling 
or they’re or they’re just not able to make it in, I want to welcome them.   

If you are new with us, too, I just want to add we have free Bibles, they are our gift to you.  They are 
located in the back so feel free before you leave to grab a Bible, that’s our gift, you can take it home.  
We would love for you to read it and come back, ask any questions you may have about it, and we’d 
love to answer. 

So I’m gonna actually say a little, quick prayer and we’re going to get after it in Romans chapter 6. 

Father, 

We thank You for this time.  And Lord, I just want to ask that You would come into this place, 
Lord, that your Spirit that lives inside of us would convict us, Lord.  I pray that in this message 
we would have our affections stirred for You, Lord, that we would be challenged to walk in 
obedience, Lord.  I pray that your Spirit would soften hard hearts in this room.  And Lord, I pray 
that the truth as found in your Word would not just be something that we hear, Lord, but would 
change us and would transform us because, Lord, it’s not about what’s to come, it’s about what 
we can have today in Christ.  And so we thank You for that gift and I ask that your Spirit would 
move in a mighty way this morning. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.  Amen. 

So I want to give a little background on this text.  I think it’s really important.  Sometimes when we dive 
into our text we don’t really understand the weight of what’s happening at that time.  I think it would do 
a disservice if we don’t understand what’s happening during this time in Rome.  So as a reminder, in 

Rome at this time their emperor is Nero and Nero is this crazy, evil dictator-
type leader.  In fact, he’s kind of focused all of us evil on Christians, and so 
it’s not uncommon to have Christians hung on poles all throughout the 
streets in Rome.  In fact, Nero would even hang Christians on poles and light 
them on fire for his garden.  And so I say that to say there is this deep 
persecution that is happening at this time for those who believe and Paul is 
writing to a church that’s kind of afraid.  And what’s important to know, too, 
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is that in this persecution Paul chooses to talk about this allegiance conversation; this idea of being free 
from sin and how we change our allegiance.  And so he’s choosing to talk about this because he knows 
that if we get this it changes everything regardless whether the persecution is still around us.  

I think of our brothers and sisters last week that joined us in worshipping and had an explosion happen 
in their churches.  But I also know that there’s brothers and sisters that continue to worship Jesus— 
Amen?—in the midst of persecution.  Why?  Because their hope is greater than their circumstances.  
And so Paul, just remember, he’s talking in the midst of dark persecution and he chooses to talk about 

this and so no, this isn’t on the surface just a theological concept, 
this is hope.  This is hope for everyone that walked in this room, us 
understanding who we are in Christ and what that means.  It is hope.  
And so what I want to do is I want to briefly touch base on chapter 5 
here and what Paul is gonna do to kind of lead into his explanation 
in chapter 6. 

And so Paul in chapter 5 is gonna talk about this idea of us once being all under Adam; this kind of idea 
of allegiance, that we were once all under Adam in our sinful, broken state.  And this is what chapter 5 is 
gonna focus on, this idea that, okay, our old man, our old person, is slave to sin and we were under this 
and we were helpless, and he talks a little bit about like the law and how the law really revealed our 
helplessness.  And what I mean by that is the law gave us these acts, these kind of standards in which to 
live but as you follow the Old Testament no one really met that standard, and so the law kind of revealed 
this nature inside of us, this nature that no matter how hard we try we can never be good enough.  And 
so Paul in chapter 5 is gonna talk about this idea of this old nature and then he's going to bring about this 
concept that just as one man in Adam brought about sin, one man in Christ frees mankind from that 
bondage and that captivity.  And he says in verse 20 in chapter 5, and this is kind of his thesis in which 
he's gonna start to explain in chapter 6, he says in chapter 5, verse 20, he says, “Where sin increased, 
grace abounded all the more.” 

20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded 
all the more, 

~ ROMANS 5:20 

I’m going to say that again, “Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.”  So that’s just kind of 
a radical statement that Paul is going to bring to the church knowing that the church constantly being 
consumed with this idea that you need to be righteous, you need to be good enough, you need to have 
the standard in which you live up to, and so Paul is going to say this knowing that there should be a lot 
of questions that come out of that statement.  And so what we see in chapter 6 is Paul knowing that 
when he said that they’re going to have these questions and so he starts by answering this question.  So 
follow with me in Romans chapter 6, we’re going to pick it up in verse 1.  Paul says this: 

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  

~ ROMANS 6:1-2 

So stop and here’s what Paul is doing.  Paul is saying okay, by that statement that where when sin is 
there grace abounds, you might assume that that means that we're free to sin.  If it's all about grace then 
we don't really have to live righteous and so we might as well just live in sin because if we sin more then 
there's more grace and doesn't that give God glory?  Paul is bringing this argument out and he says 

THIS IS HOPE — 

UNDERSTANDING WHO 

WE ARE IN CHRIST 
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n n-no, you're not getting it.  He says by no means do we sin.  
And then he says this and he's gonna explain this, he says we are 
dead to sin. 

For those who are in Christ Jesus you have died to sin, and now 
this is the concept, this is kind of the thing we're going to wrestle 
with this morning is when you hear that the first thing you think 
of is – but I still sin.  Like, if I'm in Christ Jesus and I'm dead to 
sin, then why do I still sin?  And Paul knows this and so he's 
gonna start to talk about what he means by being dead to sin and 
how many of us forget that we have been rescued from it.  So he 
goes on to talk about that more in verse 3. 

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that,  

— this is him explaining this — 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 

~ ROMANS 6:3-4 

So we're gonna stop there.  Here's what Paul does; Paul says okay, I'm going to explain this idea of dead 
to sin by talking about baptism.  So this is very important to understand.  We as a church believe that 
Scripture is very clear on this, that there's nothing about baptism, the act of baptism that saves us.  
There's nothing holy about the water.  There's nothing holy about, certainly, nothing holy about the 
pastor who puts you into the water.   

What it is is it's a symbol of what happens when you place 
your faith in Jesus, when you change your allegiance from 
Adam to Christ, it's a symbol of what happens.  So we believe 
that when we do baptism it's an outward expression of what 
already happened.  And so as he pulls out baptism, he says 
okay, it's a symbol of you standing in the water before you go 
in and it's a symbol of your old self that, man, I spent my 
whole life chasing after me and trying to build my own 
kingdom and trying to be good enough; or maybe some of us 
are like, man, I spent my whole life in church thinking that I 
wasn't good enough and that I had to earn it.  And so it's a 
symbol of being under Adam and being a slave to sin, and 
what baptism shows is this idea of as you go into the water 
this old life, this old self dies, and as you come up you are new in Christ Jesus.  That all of the sin and all 
of the baggage that you held onto thinking that you were hopeless was put to death on the cross, and that 
now if you place your faith in Jesus you come out of that water free from all of those bondages and 
clean.  Amen?  That's a celebration.   

And so it's not that that water's holy, it's that what Christ did for us we want to celebrate by showing 
what it means.  And so he's talking about baptism; he talked about okay, this is what it means when you 
go in and out, it's a symbol that you are no longer slave to sin because He set you free from the 
consequences and the bondage and the guilt of that sin on the cross.  That in doing so you're saying all 

Baptism… 
a symbol, an outward expression 
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of that has been placed on Jesus.  I love this.  I love it because that's a symbol.  When we do baptism 
Paul says it's a symbol of us literally being—you know that chart?  Can you put that behind me?   

 
It’s literally the symbol of us being in Adam, being under the allegiance of Adam, and then stepping in 
to Christ.  We are still sinful by nature but God has redeemed us.  We didn't redeem us.  God has set us 
free and now our identity is different.  Man, our sinful natures, maybe something in our past that we 
remember, but man, now our identity is in Christ so it’s about what He says I am, it’s about what He 
wants me to do, not who I was and what my desires of the flesh were.  And so now we have this tension 
that Paul is going to talk about here which is, okay, if I believe in Jesus I understand that I step into this 
new identity, but why do I still desire the other one?  Why do I still desire to sin?  When I still wrestle 
with the fact that my friends want to do something and I kind of want to do it, too, but if I'm a new 
creation why do I have these resident, um, like these kind of echoes of my old self?  So he goes on in 
verse 5.  He says this: 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order 
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved 
to sin. 

~ ROMANS 6:5-6 

And so Paul was bringing out this idea of slavery.  He’s saying listen, here's the first thing you must 
understand:  Christ died, He was victorious and there's no need for Him to die again, which means it is 

finished.  That if you are in Christ Jesus you are no longer guilty and you are no longer 
enslaved, even if you think you are—it's finished.  And He is not going to die again 
because He's victorious and so you don't either.  You don't have to look back and say, 
“Well, what if I'm still here?  What if I'm still here?  What if my Judgment Day I'm 
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gonna still be here?”  If He conquered sin once and for all, you are victorious regardless of your actions.  
That in the midst of your sins both past, present, and future, He is victorious.  Man, how many of you 
are like, “That’s tough to live out, because every time I sin I feel like I'm still here [in Adam/old 
realm/slavery], but the Scripture tells me I'm here [in Christ/new realm/ freedom] and I can see 
forgiveness but He still delights in me in the midst of my sinful nature.  Man, that's powerful to be under 
that grace and to realize that grace.   

And I want to say a couple things and I know I'm talking to brothers and sisters in Christ right now in 
this idea, but listen:  If you – and I say this this students all the time and I mean this because most of my 
life I was here [slavery] and I didn't even know I needed to go there [freedom] and so let me just be 
honest with you.  If you don't feel like you're enslaved to sin and that your life is all about – if you're not 
in Christ Jesus, if you don't feel like whatever you think you do, like your desires control your life, 
listen, you are a blind slave.  You may not know it, you're enslaved.  This is what Paul's saying.   

The thing without Christ you may try to be good enough, you may try to fix your life, and then without 
the Spirit of God, without Him setting you free, you're gonna be stuck and some of us here because 
believers are not bold enough think that this is all there is.  They think their life is all about—listen, I 
have so many brothers and sisters in Christ who used to think the joy of my life is partying with my 
friends, the joy in my life is doing these kind of depraved, sinful acts that are fun but then are really 
consequential in the fact that you regret doing them, but then you do them again and your life's all about 
these temporary pleasures.  And they think that, man, this is all there is and they don't realize that they're 
in bondage, they they’re actually enslaved and the enemy is winning.   

Why?  Because the enemy wants you to think that you don't deserve this [new life in Christ] and you 
can't get it.  You’re not loved — that's what he says to you — you're not valuable.  If God knew what 
you've done or what you're doing, He would never save you, He would never love you.  And the 
enemy's saying, Stay here, stay here with your thoughts, stay here with your actions, stay enslaved, 
because the hope of Jesus can set you free and he doesn't want you to walk in that.  What he doesn't 
want you to know is that despite you He [Jesus] has set you free and it's a gift.  He [Jesus] doesn't say, 
“Hey, you gotta be good enough for this gift.” He says you’ve got to surrender to it. “You know what 
you need is I need you, that's what you need,” He says, “I need your heart.  I don't need your actions to 
change right away.  Listen, I’ll change your actions.”  How many of you would attest to this that your 
actions didn't change until your love for God grew?  We're going to talk about this, but that's the truth of 
what freedom is.   

Freedom, and I think many of us forget this, when God sets you free—
I'm gonna talk to Christians right now who think, “Man, why do I still 
sin?” —when God sets you free here's what He does:  He frees you, this 
is the very essence of freedom, He frees you to now choose to be in 
Christ but to also choose to go back into slavery.  So many of us that 
place our faith in Jesus we are still choosing slavery, but we're free, 
whereas before we weren't free.  And so that's why you continue to sin; 

it's because in the midst of the promises of God you choose to enslave yourself, but you're free.  God 
says it's not freedom if you don't choose, and so, yeah, some of us who know Jesus, some of us on a 
daily basis step into slavery again and we forget what He did for us. 

Here's what Paul says in verse 7: 

7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.  

~ ROMANS 6:7 
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“The one who has died has been set free from sin.”  I think of this example that Spurgeon, Charles 
Spurgeon, used often in his messages.  I love him.  He talked about this idea of the courtroom and it's a 
very, you know, common idea of the idea that all the sin that you've caused, all this injustice of your 
rebellion against God, all of us are kind of afraid of the courtroom—Right?—this Judgment Day visual 
where we stand in front of the Lord and He judges us upon the sins that we've committed, and most of 
us knowing that we have rebelled against God fear that.  Some of us fear it to the point where we just 
deny it exists because we don't want to face it.   

But Spurgeon is trying to say, okay, what Paul's saying here is this concept that you are in the courtroom 
and you have done horrific acts against the glory of God – and we have – and that the worst punishment 
that can be set upon that, and think about a court system, the worst punishment is death.  Because of all 
these things that you've done you must die and Spurgeon’s coming up with this idea of okay, Jesus died 
in your place so now you are free from all of the judgment of those sins.  Why?  Because death was paid 
so you have no more guilt.  That when you stand in front of that judge again all of those sins are no 
longer accounted for.  Why?  Because God has died; He has paid the penalty for those sins and so now 
there were no consequences.  Why?  Because of grace.  And he's trying to pull out here you're no longer 

a slave to sin so when you approach God, when you approach 
others walk in that truth.  Man, God loves me and He sees me 
as sinless.  That's a beautiful gift.  Lord, I'm gonna worship 
you today because of that.  Am I unworthy?  Yes.  Is it true?  
Yes, you are no longer enslaved to sin. 

This is what he says in verse 8: 

8 Now if we have died with Christ,  

— he’s saying if we’re here [new realm] — 

we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  

~ ROMANS 6:8-9 

So again, we're talking about this idea of saying listen, if you don't believe this then you don't believe 
the death and resurrection of Jesus.  If you don't believe that that's who you are in Christ, then don't 
believe He conquered sin, then you don't believe He had victory over sin.  It's Paul saying listen, if that 
happened then what I'm saying to you is true, you are victorious in Christ Jesus.  And then he's going to 
talk about this idea of the concept, and I brought this out a little bit, but the concept that we have to face 
today is how many of us are in certain places?  One, some of us are in a place of saying, “Okay, I don't 
think I need Christ.  I think I'm good enough.”  And we just talked about it, you're enslaved to sin and 
you think you're free.  Now the problem there is your heart, and I'm going to challenge you if that's 
where you are, if you don't think you need Christ, the reality is is your destiny is that judgment without 
no one giving an account.  That’s your destiny right now; is that 
you'll stand before the Lord and you will say, “Look at all the 
good that I have done,” and God will see your sin and He'll say, 
“Separate from Me,” because He knows no sin.  That's your 
destiny without Christ.  It doesn't matter what religion you adopt, 
it doesn't matter your background, it doesn't matter what your 
parents believe, that's your destiny without surrender. 

Destiny without Christ – 

 
 

HELL 

God loves me and 

He sees me as sinless – 

THAT’S A BEAUTIFUL GIFT! 
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But some of us who have given our lives to Jesus, we're in this place right now where the enemy has 
us—and what do I mean by that?  Is that we are actually in Christ but we still think we're enslaved and 
the enemy has convinced us that God's not interested in our problems, God's not interested in fixing and 
transforming our sins, and so though we get Heaven and we like that we're still having to battle the same 
battles as before.  And I'm telling you right now that is a pure lie from the enemy.  You are set free.  So 
now, as you talk about this, what does it look like to conquer these sins in your life? 

If you are in Christ shouldn't there be changes?  Shouldn’t there be differences in how you love your 
wife, how you love your children, how you love your coworkers?  These sins that are habitual in your 
life, shouldn't there be changes if you're in Christ Jesus because the Bible talks about this power.  And 
I'm going to tell you yes, there should be differences, but it's all dependent on who's your Lord and how 
much you surrender.  It does.  I'm gonna give a little testimony later but the idea here is it's all dependent 
on how much armor1 you put on.  You can be in Jesus and have no armor.  You can have your identity 
in Christ but still be very vulnerable, in fact, be a slave in your vulnerability.  And so here's how he's 
gonna unwrap it here in verse 10: 

10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all,  

— that’s what he’s talking about here, victorious — 

but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

— listen — 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.  

~ ROMANS 6:10-12 

And so he’s saying, “Okay, you can be set free but still obey the passions of the sin—don’t let it 
happen.”  And so here’s the practical conversation that we need to have is the idea that do you know that 
now you have armor?  That you once were enslaved and hopeless, but when you put your faith in Jesus 
you now have access to armor.  Most of us think the armor’s unnecessary.  I’m just going to be honest 
with you.  Like, I’ll have conversations and I’ll say, “Hey, are you seeking the Lord in prayer?  Are you 
in the Word?”  “Aw, should be, but…I’m busy.”   

Listen, if you have not put on the armor of God, you don’t stand a chance.  Does it make you not saved?  
No.  You are saved, you were sealed.2  But you don’t have a chance to not be a slave because God needs 
to transform you.  And you won’t wake up—my mentor always used to say this to me and man, this 
would be hard—he’d say, “You will not wake up righteous,” meaning you are righteous in Christ Jesus 
but your nature is not righteous.  You’re not going to wake up and say, “You know what I want to do 
today, I want to choose the things of God.”  That’s not how it works.  It’s you wake up every day 
knowing you’re in Christ and you say, “Spirit, lead me.  Man, I need to see the world the way You see, 
God.  Transform the things of my flesh.  Take me away from those things.”  And then I’m going to 
study the Word and I’m going to apply it.  Here’s what you say to do, it’s not what I feel like doing, but 
here’s what you say to do and then I’m free to do things.  I’m free to trust you. 

                                                 
1  See Ephesians 6:10-19, The Whole Armor of God 
2 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in 

our hearts as a guarantee.  ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:21-22 
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A lot of times with young people the battle is with their eyes.  It's lust, big 
battle of our time.  Huge.  And a lot of times with things like pornography 
here's what often happens and I want to show the difference.  Often what 
happens is Christians say okay, we love Jesus, we need to set all these 
parameters.  And so we get these programs and we have all these concepts 
of these rules and accountability, but the problem is our desire, not the 
means, because if your desires don't change you're gonna find a way.  Am I wrong?  You may put 
boundaries up but if your desires don't change you're still enslaved, you'll just avoid those boundaries.   

So here's how victory happens over sins in your life.  When you claim Jesus you also claim the power of 
the Spirit of God in you, and so now you see sin and you say the only way I have victory over that is if 

God changes my desire.  So what do you do?  You put those 
parameters up but you also say, “Father, You need to take it, You 
need to change my desires.  You need to teach me how to see 
women the way You see women.”  Because the problem is I don't.  
“So please help me, let me see the things You see, let me love 
people the way You love.”  And when the Spirit of God takes over 

in your life and starts to lead your life – not follow it – your desires will begin to change and you'll begin 
to know it's not that you're even sinning anymore, you don't even desire to and the taste of sin becomes 
nasty.  So though there will be times where you may drink it, you're quick [snaps his fingers] to spit it 
out.  Why?  Because you don't desire it anymore.   

Man, you are in Christ, the Spirit of God is leading your life, and I promise you God has no desire for 
those things.  So why do I battle my sin?  Why do I battle my flesh?  It's because you want to stay over 
here [slavery] when it comes to your battle.  You want to think – I believe in God but I have to fight this. 
Whether it's – okay, this is something that I was enslaved to, now I’ve got to come under my Master and 
say, “Can You lead me through this?”  And listen, I know people out in the room, you know what I'm 
talking about here.  Right?  How many of you have battled sin only to find that you're helpless?  And 
then how many of you finally gave it to the Lord and He gave you victory?  Man, that's my life:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And that's what it is for everything.  When you say “I can” you’re stepping into slavery because that's 
what the Old Testament law showed us is you can't—He can.  You need Him every day.  Prayer is a way 
of saying, “Father, I need a relationship with You.  I need this relationship to be something that 
consumes my life.”   

Listen to verse 13: 

The problem is  

our desires –   

not the means  

How to have victory – 

Ask God  

to change your desires 

 
    I could be a good husband. 

Okay, I can’t be a good husband.  God, You gotta teach me. 

 

Oh, I’ve got this.  
I could be a great pastor. No.  Okay, God, You gotta step in because I just made 15 

mistakes and it was like 30 seconds. 
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13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members 
to God as instruments for righteousness.  

~ ROMANS 6:13 

So before doing you must yield.  “Lord, it's about You.  It's about your will in my life, not about mine.”  
So the sign of somebody who was in Christ and is walking in Christ is humility.  It's “I can't, He can.”  
And so I'm gonna posture my life every day.  If you're not starting with the Word of God, you’re in 
trouble.  And it's not a standard.  If you don't read your Bible and memorize it, God doesn't love you.  
No, you are in Christ, but if you don't start your day with the Word or if you're not in the Word, you 
don't have the armor to fight.  So it’s humility.  But every day there are sins that I once was a slave to set 
me free, Spirit of God set me free.   

Verse 14: 

14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

~ ROMANS 6:14 

That's so powerful because here's the message that Paul is saying to a church under great persecution.  
Listen, the sins of this world, both the ones that you commit and the ones that are committed over you, 
can actually not touch you if you realize who you are.  

I just talked about this last time I was up here, you couldn't touch Paul.  The very guy who's writing this 
later says I do what I don't want to do.3  So the very guy that says listen, I haven't achieved complete 
victory over these things yet, but I know where to go.  I know Who can.  But he also says in the midst of 
great persecution there's great hope.   

So here's what I want to do.  I want to look, you guys, look at me in the face and I want to talk about this 
because this is so, so important.  If you right now are in a situation where your life feels out of control, if 
you don't feel like you can fix your marriage, you can't fix your financial situation, you can't fix the 
sinful nature of your past that has brought all these consequences into your present, like, if that's you and 
you feel helpless and alone and you come to church and you smile and you put on the show and then 
you yell at your wife on the way home, if that's you here is the blessing of this message:  There is great 
hope in Christ for you BUT you gotta get away from your old self.   

What does that mean?  It means everything you desire needs to change.  Man, I wake up and I want to 
check my sports, but that was my old and that led to death because it was 
self-motivated.  So I'm gonna wake up every day and I'm gonna start with the 
Word of God and say, “Father, teach me how to love my wife.  Teach me 
how to see my finances.”  Yeah, but I want to buy that thing.  I love it!  Look 
at that thing, it's shiny!  But that was my old.  That was me chasing the world 
finding meaninglessness in it because even when I bought that thing after two 
months it got old and I regretted buying it because now I have debt.  Am I not 
telling the truth?  But that was my old me chasing the world. 

                                                 
3 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  Now if I do what I do not want, I 

agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells 
in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but 
the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.   

 ~ ROMANS 7:15-20 
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My new me says, “Lord, this is yours.  I know You delight in me having good…” — God delights in our 
laughter — “but Father, I'm not gonna chase of things of the world.  Let me see my money differently 
because it's yours.  My old self thought it was mine, it's yours.”  Yeah, but my wife, if you knew you 
would know why I treat her that way – that was your old, you've died to self.  You don't need her to love 
you anymore, you can love her unconditionally.  Why?  Because you're loved unconditionally.  You 
gotta start to say I can't wake up every day and just be me.  I’m gonna wake up every day and remind 
myself of who I am now.  Does that makes sense? 

So here's what I want to do, I'm gonna call the band up and I'm gonna pray and I just want to challenge 
you, I’m going to put that that graphic up [SEE PAGE 4].  Can we put that graphic up again?  I'm gonna 
challenge you, where's your allegiance?  Where's your allegiance?  I mean, think about this idea.  In 
Christ you are a slave to righteousness.  You are ruled by grace.  You are empowered by the Spirit of 
God.  And your destiny is eternal life.  Is this the way you are?  So I want to challenge you as we pray.  
For some of us that may be walk in the room and you never knew but you're here and you feel like you 
always have to be here, there's great hope for you.  As we pray, place your faith in Jesus, talk about it, 
we'd love to walk you through what that means.  And in the next couple weeks we're to dive into this 
more so that everyone after the end of the book of Romans, everyone in this church will know what this 
means.  We may not respond to it and that's a battle all of us face, help me in my unbelief, but we want 
to know who this is and we want to walk according to that truth. 

[Closing Prayer] 

Father, 

We love You and we thank You that we are no longer enslaved to Adam.   That because of Jesus, 
what we celebrated last week, because You've defeated death we are now in Christ.  Help us to 
walk according to that truth; that we are no longer slaves to sin, that we've been set free. 

I think of every brother and sister in this room and every one who's new to you, Lord, I pray that 
your Spirit of God would grab their hearts right now, transform them into your image, Lord.  
Rescue them from the slavery that they felt was all there is and bring them into the joy and the 
peace that's found in you. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/332984998  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/v1Hfjv8NDVw  
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