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How are you all doing tonight?  Thanks for coming.  Wow, we’re not used to doing Sunday night stuff 
so this is a great experiment for us.  So thank you so much for coming back tonight.  So many today 
said, “Any chance you can run livestream tonight?”  And so I’m under the understanding that our 
production crew, they’re the best, a whole bunch of people came in to help serve to make it happen 
because it takes an army to make all that work, so we are streaming live tonight.  [Applause]   

So, if you would, would you, if you’re sitting here right now and you have Facebook, would 
you go on there and look under Calvary’s thing, if you haven’t ever Liked it go on their and 
Like Calvary’s page and share.  We just did a little video out front here ten minutes ago 
inviting people  to listen on tonight, but not everyone’s on all the time and not everyone’s on our 
Calvary feed.  If you would just go on to your Facebook page right now and press Share on that video, 
hopefully that will invite other people.  If you have family members, loved ones, ask them 
to jump on right now.  Are we doing that also on our CF Downingtown website also?  I’m 
not seeing any—maybe, maybe not.  Is it running on the website, too?  All right.  
Outstanding.  They’re telling me it’s running on the website, so that’s awesome. 

Let me say a word of prayer. 

Lord Jesus, 

Thank you so much for bringing us together.  Thank you for a forum where we can ask the 
questions that we’re trying to figure out.  Thank you for a man who’s given his life and just every 
day to pouring himself out.  And so Jesus, I pray that You would bless Dr. Yuan tonight and I 
pray that what is said here tonight will bring about lives being touched and redeemed and 
rescued, and families brought back together and relationships restored, and relationships 
restored with You. 

We love You, Jesus, and I pray that You will give Christopher strength tonight as he shares. 

It’s in Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

So I think for this crowd I don’t need to give an introduction to Dr. Yuan, but I do want to say that I 
believe it was Wednesday you were speaking in Nashville for like five sessions or something?  And then 
Thursday and Friday you were in Lancaster speaking for five sessions, and then you’re here this 
morning, tonight, and tomorrow night at 6:30.  And we’ll mention that before we leave today, and at a 
given point here tonight when he’s finished with his material we’re going to open this up for Q&A, so 
you can be thinking of your questions and we’ll talk about that before we start that Q&A, how we do 
those here.  So I’m going to turn it over to Dr. Yuan.  Would you welcome him? 

[Applause] 

[Dr. Christopher Yuan speaking]   

We live in a world of infinite shades of gray, not just fifty.  Ambiguity has become a virtue.  Sexual 
freedom is now essentially the religion of the land.  Since the fall of Adam the human heart has set itself 
in defiance against God’s perfect ways, and yet the idolatry of sexual freedom is on a collision course 
with the Gospel, as my life was on a collision course with the Gospel.   

But before we jump in and kind of—we are at arms to do battle with those people that we disagree with, 
let us remember that there’s an even more important battle raging and it’s not the battle for who is right 
or wrong, but it’s the battle for souls.  Souls like mine and yours.  But to be honest, we have not done a 
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good job at engaging on this topic.  As a matter of fact, we’ve done a quite poor job.  There’s a book that 
explains how bad of a job we have been doing.  It’s called unChristian written by David Kinnaman and 
Gabe Lyon and they asked young Americans:  What do you think about Christians?  And what they 
found was staggering.  We are viewed—from the bottom—to be confusing, not accepting, boring, 
insensitive, out of touch, too political, old-fashioned, hypocritical, judgmental, and guess what’s at the 
very, very top?  Anti-homosexual. 

unChristian by David Kinnaman 

Perceptions:  ages 16 - 29 Outsiders Church 

Anti-homosexual 91% 80% 

Judgmental 87% 52% 

Hypocritical 85% 47% 

Old-fashioned 78% 36% 

Too involved with politics 75% 50% 

Out of touch with reality 72% 32% 

Insensitive to others 70% 29% 

Boring 68% 27% 

Not accepting of other faiths 64% 39% 

Confusing 61% 44% 

 
And look at those percentages.  Ninety-one percent of those raised in a church, I mean not raised in a 
church, that’s a big percentage.  But what about our youth and young adults?  Eight out of ten of our 
own youth believe that we ourselves are anti-homosexual.  And note what it doesn’t say, it doesn’t say 
“anti-homosexuality,” more the reality, but according to this survey we are viewed to be against gay 
people.  And that is wrong.   

The Gospel is not against anyone.  The Gospel is not against or 
hating any specific group of people.  The Gospel is for people.  
“For God so loved the world” means for God so loved the world.   
It doesn’t say for God so loved Christians only; for God so loved 
people who are heterosexual only.  It says for God so loved the 
world.  So the Gospel is for people—not just to be what you want 
to be and just do your thing—but so that we would put our faith 
in Christ and die to self.  But it’s still for people and so should we 
be for people.  But unfortunately, people’s perception is their 
reality.  So how can we do a better job at engaging on this topic 
with truth and grace? 

There are many ways that we could approach a Christian response.  We could look at what’s going on in 
public policy or government.  We can look at this strictly as a developmental social issue.  But I think 
the best way is to use as our foundation the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  That yes, God loves us, but we must 
remember that we read John Chapter 3 in light of Romans Chapter 5 which says God loved while we 
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were powerless,1 while we were still sinners, while we were His enemies—God loved us.  So using the 
Gospel that while we were still sinners God sent His son Christ to die for sinners like you and me.   

So I’ve got some, uh, the next hour I’m going to talk about how do we do a Christian 
response.  If you’d like my notes you can scan this QR code to get my notes.  If you 
don’t know what a QR code is, that’s okay.  You can just jot down this shortened 
URL there at the very bottom [ http://yuan2.us/cr ].  If you’re doing that now with 
your mobile devices, it’ll probably ask you to sign up for Dropbox.  If you don’t have 
an account you can actually just say no, thank you, and then you can view my notes 
for free.  It’s just a PDF file and I’m going to be going pretty fast before we have the 
Q&A at the very, very end.   

 

But how do we do a good job?  How do we do a good job?  Using the Gospel to not just have a response 
to this important topic of sexuality, but more importantly, how do we respond well?  How do we share 
Christ with our loved ones in the gay community?  So I’m going to center my talk around four main 

                                                 
1 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 

person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.  ~ ROMANS 5:6-8 (NIV) 
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things; four main things and the first one has to do with our attitude.  We need to make sure that we have 
the right attitude before we approach this important topic.  That we need to know that we need to be 
convicted about our own sin first.   

When I lived as a gay man years ago I felt Christians were telling 
me that somehow gays and lesbians deserved a hotter place in Hell.  
That Jesus had to die on the cross a little bit longer for gays and 
lesbians.  That is so far from the truth.  Yes, same-sex relationships 
are sinful but it’s not the worst sin, but sometimes we treat it like 
the worst sin, but it’s not.  And I know sometimes people will say, 

“But wait, the Bible says it’s an abomination.”  That’s true.  It is an abomination, but you know what 
else the Bible says that is an abomination?2  The Bible says in Proverbs 16 that pride is an abomination. 

5 Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the Lord; be assured, he will 
not go unpunished. 

~ PROVERBS 16:5 

Dissention is an abomination.  So when was the last time your friend was a little bit prideful and we 
said, “You are an abomination!”?  Maybe we should, if when we do we wouldn’t trivialize sin that really 
grieves God’s heart.  “Oh,” but you might say right now, “but I can’t help it.”  You know, I see it all 
over the place.  It makes me feel uncomfortable.  I turn on the television and I can’t—you know, it’s 
always there.  It’s pride week and, you know, I was just driving into Philly or, you know, another big 
city and there’s pride parade and you see all this craziness and it makes you feel uncomfortable.  Some 
people even say it kind of grosses them out.  Well, here’s the reality—that feeling of disgust some 
people might feel should actually be a reminder for themselves.  That that feeling is just a fraction of 
what God feels when He looks at their own sin and maybe even more, because our sin is just as odious 
in God’s eyes than someone else’s sin.   

Because at the end of the day, our goal is to draw people to Christ.  I want to lead people to the Savior 
who’s the only One who can give them life.  And yet that’s never done through a holier-than-thou 
attitude.  Have you met anyone who came to Christ through a holier-than-thou attitude?  “Oh, I came to 
Jesus, this older lady, she was so pompous.”  Have you heard that before?  I’ve never, ever.  It’s never 
through pride that draws people, but it’s through gentleness, compassion, grace, being convicted about 
their own sin, that is what leads people to Christ, not a holier-than-thou attitude.  So before we do 
anything, let’s make sure that our posture is right and that we begin with the posture of conviction about 
our own sins that leads to humility.  I think humility is a great place to start on everything.   

Second, we need to be consistent, consistent regarding three 
things.  First of all regarding relationships.  What is your 
relationship status?  Are you married or are you single?  And we 
have such an imbalance today when it comes to marriage and 
singleness where marriage is where it’s all at, and singleness – 
not so much.  You might think, What does this have to do with 
my gay friend, this marriage and singleness?  A lot, because 

God’s will for them is not to be in a same-sex relationship, and if so, that means they need to be single 

                                                 
2 There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a  

heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up 
conflict in the community.  ~ PROVERBS 6:16-19 (NIV) 
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right now for a period in their life.  And if so, do we have a healthy place for singles to thrive in 
Christian community today?  We don’t.  Singleness is viewed to be second-best.  We equate singleness 
with loneliness.  I’m not even talking about the world, I’m talking about Christians.  We equate 
singleness with loneliness.   

My gay friends tell me, “What you’re saying is your God wants me to be lonely for the rest of my life.”  
And they’re equating the singleness with loneliness, but they’re not the same thing because actually, I 
know some people who are married and they’re still miserably lonely.  So marriage is not the cure to 
loneliness.  You know what’s the cure to loneliness?  It begins with a relationship with God, THAT’S 
the cure to loneliness, not another person.  And it’s so engrained in our culture.   

I teach at Moody “Bridal” Institute [Laughter], it’s pretty insane what 
happens on campus.  We are so [INAUDIBLE 1:53:22.4] and, you know, and 
I’m glad that our Christian views on campus at Moody, you know, they 
don’t want to date like the world does, but then yet they become like 
overly serious where, you know, on the first date they feel like they have to 
figure out how many kids they’re gonna have already.  I’m like just get to 
know each other, maybe find out their name first, you know, before anything 
else.  [Laughter]  Tone it down a little bit because we think that marriage is almost the answer to 
loneliness.  We think that marriage is the key to happiness.  I’m not surprised that the world thinks that.  
Why is the majority of Americans in favor of marriage equality?  Because they think without marriage 
you can’t be happy.   

And yet, again, I mean, just be real, how many people do you know that they’re married and they’re not 
happy?  And I don’t want to say, you know, compare, you know, a bad example of marriage and 
compare that to singleness because that wouldn’t be right.  But we can’t view that marriage is our 
ultimate goal as if you can’t be whole or you can’t even be a person or have value.  Get this:  Jesus 
Christ did not die on the cross so that you could be married.  [Laughter]  Jesus Christ died so that we 
could have Him.  We instill this in children from a young age.   

When you were a kid, do you remember when teachers would read you fairy 
tales?  Do you remember that?  So how do all fairy tales end?  [Audience:  
“Happily ever after.”]  Well first, before that, they get married and then they 
live happily ever after.  The End.  Like, no more story to tell you, kiddo, they 
got married, the end.  You don’t get the 10-year check-up or the 20-year 

check-up, hopefully they’re still living happily ever after.  Or actually, in 2019, hopefully they’re still 
married.  But do you know what the real lesson we should be teaching our children?  It’s not marriage 
that should bring you ultimate contentment.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ who should bring you ultimate 
contentment, whether you’re single or whether you’re married.  THAT is the true message that comes 
from the Word of God. 

And yet it’s in our culture that singleness is loneliness.  
In 2015 when the Supreme Court, five Supreme Court 
justices decided to strike down many state laws and 
change the definition of marriage for the entire country, 
they decided that same-sex marriage was legal.  They 
chose Supreme Court Justice Kennedy to write the 
majority opinion and he wrote in his opinion many 
things that just revealed an ignorance of what marriage 
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truly was and what singleness was.  He wrote this:  To not allow people to marry would be to relegate 
them to a life of loneliness.3  Really?  To not be married is to relegate you to a life of loneliness?  Do 
you know singleness is not the same as being alone?  And then at the very end he wrote marriage is the 
highest ideal of love.4   

I disagree.  Marriage is not the highest ideal of love, God is.  Amen?  God alone is love.  Many religions 
can claim that their god is loving.  Our God is not only loving, our God IS love.  It’s a part of His 
essence.  It’s an ontological reality of our God.  And when someone says something differently, I’m 
going to very respectfully but firmly disagree.  But I’m not saying that marriage is bad.  Marriage is 
good and we need to continue to lift up the beauty and gift of marriage.  But do you know what I think 
we’ve done?  We’ve done that at the expense of singleness.  So now singleness at best is a consolation 
prize… I’m sorry you’re single.  [Laughter]   

You may even have a Christian friend who is single and Heaven forbid they’re, you know, in their 30s, 
40s, 50s, or more.  Maybe never married or maybe widowed or maybe divorced, and I bet you feel sorry 
for them.  Singles do not need our pity.  Singles simply need to be loved, like anyone else.  They need to 
be shown that though they might not have a spouse of their own, maybe they might not have children of 
their own; do you know what they do have that’s even greater than that?  The church.  The family of 
God.  The church is not just a place where we go, the church is people.  The church are our true brothers 
and sisters in Christ, but we have this misunderstanding. 

So I have a friend who was a missionary in China.  She went to China 
single, came back to the U.S. after five years of faithful service in China, 
and she was back in the U.S. on furlough and she hadn’t seen her friends for 
a long time.  And when she did they would all ask her similar questions like, 
“How was China?”  “What are your future ministry plans?”  And then they 
would get to personal things like, “Are you dating anyone?”  “Do you have 
anyone special in your life?”  And she said, “No.”  Do you know how some 
of her friends responded?  “Can I pray for you?”  [Laughter]  It was as if she 
had cancer.  Singleness, by the way, is not cancer.  It’s not a curse, but we treat it like the unbearable 
burden.  We need to look to God’s Word to see what He says about singleness. 

In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul spends an entire chapter talking about not only marriage but also singleness, and 
in this chapter not only does Paul say that singleness is good, he calls it a gift.5  Yes.  Truly a gift.  But 
can I give you some advice for those of you in this room that are not single?  Please don’t keep 
reminding your Christian single friends that this is a gift.  [Laughter]  Because the majority of Christian 
singles that I know do not like that verse.  You know, they don’t say, “Oh, I love it when Paul says that.  
Hallelujah!” you know, “That’s my life verse.”  [Laughter]  No.   

On the contrary, it’s usually, “I don’t understand what Paul is talking about that.  It does not feel like a 
gift.  As a matter of fact, what’s the return policy on that gift?  You know, still got that receipt, I want to 

                                                 
3 Justice Kennedy Opinion (6/26/2015): “Their hope is not to be condemned to live in loneliness, excluded from one of civilization’s 

oldest institutions.” Obergefell v. Hodges. 576 U.S. 28 (2015).  Retrieved from https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/14pdf/14-
556_3204.pdf 

4 Justice Kennedy Opinion (6/26/2015): “No union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity, 
devotion, sacrifice, and family.” Obergefell v. Hodges. 576 U.S. 28 (2015).  Retrieved from https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/ 
14pdf/14-556_3204.pdf 

5 I say this as a concession, not as a command. I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift from God; one has 
this gift, another has that.  ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 7:6-7 (NIV) 

Do you have anyone 
special in your life? 

Can I pray for you? 

No. 
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give that back, exchange it, re-gift it like a bad Christmas present.  And I understand that; as a single 
man I know the difficulties of what it means to be a single adult.  It’s hard.  But after talking to some 
married people I also hear that marriage can be hard.  But there’s blessings that come with marriage.  In 
the same way, singleness, it’s hard, but there’s also blessings that come with singleness.  Then why is it 
that we only focus upon the enormous blessings of marriage and the enormous challenges of singleness?  
See how this is inconsistent and unbiblical?   

I mean, we can all agree that marriage is a gift.  Hallelujah.  But when it comes to 
singleness, we don’t say that singleness is a gift.  Instead, you know what we 
say?  We say, “Singleness, [exhales for effect] it’s a calling.”  Not anyone can be 
single, you have to, you know, make sure you’re really, really, really called to be 
single.  You have to be this Superman or Wonder Woman to be single which, I 

don’t know if you’ve noticed, but most superheroes are single 
and their love interest is their weakness, probably not the best 
thing to teach our children.  And the majority of my Christian 
friends are married and they’re happily married, and they tell 
me it’s not easy—marriage—giving of yourselves, not easy; 
loving unconditionally, by the way, not easy.   

Paul in Ephesians 5 says husbands, lay your life down for your wives.6  Amen, ladies?  Amen, you can 
kind of poke your husband now.  [Laughter]  You know, so, you know what I say tongue-in-check about 
marriage?  I say marriage [exhales], that’s a calling, seriously.  [Laughter]  Singleness as a gift, I don’t 
have to lay my life down for anyone—yet.  But I’m not saying that singleness is better than marriage 
because that would be inconsistent and unbiblical.  I’m just simply looking at the full counsel of God 
and recognizing that godly marriage and godly singleness are two sides of the same coin.  We should no 
longer only emphasize one over or against the other.  Because why is it, I mean, in our culture we hear 
where marriage, I mean, it was all or nothing three years ago, four years ago in 2015 when the fight for 
marriage equality, it was all or nothing.  Marriage, all or nothing.   

Without marriage, people have no purpose; without marriage they have no value.  Where in the world 
are we getting that?  Not the Bible.  We treat this like the only way that people can live.  So we need to 
show that—I wrote something in response and I have it at my book table, and I wrote it with my good 
friend, Rosaria Butterfield, and we wrote it in a response because we saw one side of them were 
celebrating marriage equality and there were others that were writing, Christians that were writing, kind 
of, of course, grieving the decision which of course I grieved as well, but they were kind of writing and 
emphasizing traditional marriage.   

And what we felt was this is almost kind of re-emphasizing the imbalance for saying nothing about 
singleness.  So instead we wrote an article and we called it “Something Greater Than Marriage.”  
Marriage is good, but it’s not the best; something greater than marriage.  We cannot live and tell others 
about Christ and then treat marriage as the only way to be content or even whole.  Marriage does not 
make you whole, only Christ does.  Honestly, we’re not ready to address this issue of sexuality until we 
first redeem singleness.   

So we need to be consistent regarding relationships.  Second, we need to be consistent regarding 
sexuality.  What is God’s standard when it comes to sexuality?  Here’s the logic:  Homosexuality is not 

                                                 
6 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  ~ EPHESIANS 5:25 
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God’s will, and people then will say, “So therefore 
heterosexuality is God’s will.”  Yes, it’s true that same-sex 
relationships are not God’s will.  The desire that someone 
might experience that’s rooted in our sin nature, but then the 
conclusion that make then is that heterosexuality must be 
God’s will.  I even know of people who will go through 
counseling to help them with what they call their unwanted 
same-sex attractions with the goal to develop a heterosexual 
potential.  But let’s think that through.  

One thing I always want to teach my 
students at Moody, don’t take my word for anything, go to God’s Word.  Hear 
what I say, but don’t just believe it just because I said it.  As a matter of fact, 
that’s the same for anything.  You know the Bereans in Acts, they listened to 
the apostles but they listened biblically and critically, because then they went 
home, opened up their Bible and compared what was said with the Word of 
God because that is our only standard.  Amen?  Scripture is our only standard.  
Not what I think, not what you think, not what I say, and not what anyone else 
says.  Everything that we say or do must be held up to the perfect standard of the Word of God.  So 
don’t just believe what I say. 

So let’s think biblically and critically about that, you know, this standard that people say that God’s 
standard is heterosexuality.  Like, I even hear people say, “Well, Adam, you know, God made Adam 
and Eve, so heterosexuality is the standard.”  Yes, God made Adam and Eve but then they, what did I 
say?  Heterosexuality is God’s standard.  So let’s just define heterosexuality.  Quite simply it is being 
attracted to someone of the opposite sex, or actually being sexually intimate with someone or anyone of 
the opposite sex.  That’s a pretty broad definition.  So broad that I could be sleeping with half a dozen 
women.  That’s heterosexual—right?  I could be cheating on my wife with another woman, that’s also 
considered heterosexual.  I could be an unmarried man and I’m living with my girlfriend; actually, we 
even have a few children together, that’s also considered heterosexual.   

Those three scenarios that I gave you, and I could give you more, are heterosexual but they’re sinful in 
God’s eyes.  And I know you might be thinking, “But wait, marriage between a man and woman, that’s 
heterosexual.”  True, but it is only one form of heterosexual relationships and it’s not representative of 
all.  Heterosexuality is representative of ALL the various forms of heterosexual relationships, not just 
between a husband and wife in marriage.  Because if this is all the different forms of heterosexuality, 
marriage might be here and that is something that God would bless, but everything outside of that still 
considered heterosexual is sinful.  God would never use a category like that that included sin.  The world 
can be ambiguous; the world can work in so many different shades of gray—we should not.  By using 
this term heterosexuality it is not clear, it is ambiguous.  So let us be razor-sharp clear.  So it’s not 
heterosexuality, it’s not homosexuality, what in the world is it that God is calling us to?  God is calling 
us to holy sexuality.   

And what is holy sexuality?  When I read through the full counsel of God, 
there’s only two paths for us to be on.  First path:  If you are single, how do 
you live faithful to God in relationship to your sexuality?  You’re going to be 

sexually abstinent.  if you’re no longer single and you’re on the other path, which is marriage, how do 
you live faithful to God in relationship to your sexuality?  You live faithful to God by being faithful to 
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your spouse of the opposite sex.  So quite simply, holy sexuality is 
chastidy in singleness and faithfulness in biblical marriage between a 
man and a woman.  And I realize that there was no one term to include 
both of these, so I created the term and I call “holy sexuality” and what I 
like about that is this applies to every one of us.  It doesn’t matter if 
you’re young or old, doesn’t matter if you’re man or woman, doesn’t 
matter if you have opposite-sex attractions or same-sex attractions, we 
all need to pursue holiness.  

And you might think that’s fine, that’s fine, but then my gay friend only has that one path, only has that 
one option.  Now note that I’m not saying option, I’m actually saying, remember, two paths.  Why am I 
saying two paths?  Because being single is not a choice.  Do you know why?  Because I have yet to meet 
anyone who was born married.  Think about it.  [Laughter]  Singleness is default, we just are.  As a 
matter of fact, couples who marry, in most situations as you get older one goes home to be with the Lord 
before the other one, leaving the other one behind – not by choice – as single.  And when we look at 
eschatologically to the end times, do you realize that every one of us we all will be single in eternity?  I 
hate to break the news to you.  [Laughter]  Jesus in Matthew 22 says that there is no marriage in 
Heaven.7  But do you know what the good news is?  Though that we may not be individually married, 
we as the body of Christ will be wed to the Lamb of God.  Amen?   

So we start single and end single, and we need to realize, you know, how—heterosexuality is not the 
goal, but it’s holy sexuality, it’s chastity in singleness, faithfulness in marriage.  And you might think, 
“Well, that’s fine, but my gay friend is, you know, only has that one path, whatever you call it, that path 
to be on and not the other path.”  Not necessarily so.   

So I have a friend who helps illustrate my point.  He lived as a gay man for many years, he comes to 
Christ, stops drinking, and, um, he—I’m sorry, he lived as a gay man for many years and he, you know, 
stops pursuing same-sex relationships, he was part of a great church, they were his community, his 
support group.  He became also really close friends with a young lady.  She came from a broken past, 
nothing to do with same-sex relationships, but when she, uh, you know, when she was not a Christian, 
before she came to faith she dated boys, so she wasn’t in any same-sex relationship but she dated boys, 
and unfortunately she was also sexually active and even had a few abortions.  Many of those 
relationships were a bit toxic so when she came to faith she committed to not date because she only 
wanted to focus on a relationship with God.  So the two of them felt really safe.  He knew she didn’t 
want to date, and she knew he didn’t like girls, so the two of them became best buddies.  There wasn’t 
any of that weirdness that happens between a guy and a girl.   

So the two of them became really close friends and because, you know, he knew she didn’t want to date 
and she knew he didn’t like girls, so they were able just to be like best friends.  Well, after some time of 
dating he began noticing some things about her that he hadn’t noticed before in girls—her hair, she 
smelled good, and she had curves.  [Laughter]  He said puberty’s hard going through once, trying going 
through puberty twice.  He got up enough courage, asked her out on a date, and after some dating he 
asked her to marry him, and on their wedding night he told his new bride, he said, “Honey, I can’t 
explain this.  I’m not attracted to any other women.  I’m only attracted to you.”  Holy sexuality.  
Chastity in singleness, faithfulness in marriage. 

                                                 
7 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.  ~ MATTHEW 22:30 (NIV) 

Holy Sexuality  
is 

chastity in singleness 
and  

faithfulness in marriage 
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You know holiness is not something that we kind of muster up in ourselves; that we kind of just dig 
deep and try to find that desire on our own.  No.  Holiness is a gift from God.  Chastity in singleness and 
faithfulness in marriage. 

Third, we need to be consistent regarding change.  What in the 
world does change look like?  Does change mean going from 
gay to straight?  Does change mean that a person no longer has 
those temptations anymore?  Because that’s sometimes what 
we think.  That the young lady still has those temptations and 

we still think, Well, she hasn’t been really been changed.  But do we apply the principle to anything 
else?  Say I have a friend who was a drunk.  He comes to Christ, stops drinking, but after years of 
sobriety he still has the urge to drink but he doesn’t.  Would we tell him, “You haven’t been changed”?  
Would we tell him, “We need to lay some hands on you.  You need some deliverance.”  I hope not, 
because the manifestation of God’s grace is more evident in his life because he says no to his flesh and 
says yes to God.  So change is not the absence of temptations, but change is the ability to be holy even in 
the midst of temptations.  Because God’s faithfulness is not shown by taking us out of our temptation, 
but God’s faithfulness is shown by carrying us through it. 

You know, we have this misunderstanding that if you’re still tempted then you haven’t been changed.  
Do you realize that Jesus Christ Himself was tempted in every way, the writer of Hebrew writes.8  In 
every way, but He was without sin.  So if Jesus was tempted, what makes us think that we won’t be 
tempted?  And it’s important for me to stress what I’m talking about here because we, especially for 
these last two points, that we have this misunderstanding that somehow we have made heterosexuality 
the goal and oftentimes even in our sometimes Christian counseling we have made orientation change 
the goal and we could end up bringing one people from one gutter to the other gutter.   

There’s a pastor who had a young man who 
was wrestling with same-sex attractions.  He 
actually lived as a gay man similar to me, and 
he comes to Christ, stops pursuing same-sex 
relationships.  And so this pastor was kind of 
helping, hoping that he would develop 
opposite-sex attractions, as if that was the goal.  
And they were driving down the highway 
one day and passed by this billboard.  And if 
you’ve noticed, billboards on highways are not, 
how do I say, not very Christian.  Have you 
noticed that?  If you haven’t, that’s okay, but 
they’re not very Christian.  So there was one 
and it had a very scantily-clad woman on it and they were driving by, the pastor was driving and the 
other young man who had, you know, was going through kind of, I guess, some type of therapy or 
something like that and he lived as a gay man before, he was in the passenger seat and as they were 
driving by he looked up at the billboard and he was like, “Wow!  That woman is really hot!”  And the 
pastor was shocked because he said, like, “In any other situation I would rebuke him.”  But he said, “In 
that moment we celebrated.”  The objectification of anyone’s body is always wrong.  Amen?  Lust is 

                                                 
8 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 

just as we are—yet he did not sin.  ~ HEBREWS 4:15 (NIV) 
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lust.  How in the world do we get to a point where we elevate heterosexuality as the goal, and in doing 
so we could be tacitly endorsing sin?   

But what else is also really faulty in this approach is what we call the developmental theory, because we 
want to change people’s orientation and we believe that the cause is something that happened in one’s 
childhood.  That we think that the root causes are—if you’ve ever heard this, raise your hand—the root 
causes of homosexuality are an absentee father, a dominant mother, or abuse in one’s childhood.  How 
many of you guys have ever heard something like that before?  Do you know what that really is?  That’s 
Freud, not the Bible.  I find it fascinating why Christians seem to be more interested in what Freud 
thinks than what God thinks.   

Do you know the root cause for anyone’s sin is not something that happened in your childhood.  That 
could have made things worse, that could have been a catalyst, but not the cause for your sin struggle.  
You know what’s the cause for our sin struggle?  Our own sinful hearts, our sin nature.  And I know in 
this room, I’m sure in this room, there are some parents who have prodigals.  Parents who might have a 
wayward child; maybe your daughter is lesbian or your son is gay—please hear me:  It’s not your fault.  
You could have been a perfect parent—your children are still sinners.  Perfect parenting does not 
guarantee perfect children.  Look at Adam and Eve.  Did they not have a perfect Father?  Yes or no?  
Yes!  Were they not raised in a perfect environment, Eden.  Yes or no?  Yes!  They still rebelled.  What 
makes us think that we could do better? 

Do you know the job of a Christian parent is not to produce godly children, that’s not your job.  You 
know the job of a Christian parent is to be a godly parent.  You be godly and let God do the rest.  For us 
to think that somehow you could be a good Christian parent, do XYZ, all the right things, and then your 
children – POOF! – come out as right?  That makes you to be God.  Parents—mom, dad—you cannot 
turn one heart of stone to a heart of flesh, only God can.  You’re not God.   

I mean, you might even know some parents where they did everything wrong; like, they were never 
home, they didn’t bring their kids to church, like, they did everything wrong and their kids turned out 
great.  In fact, they’re following Jesus.  Right?  Like, what happened there?  Like, that’s unfair.  Like, 
we could all agree we don’t like those parents.  Right?  [Laughter]  Unfair.  And you can, like, look at 
other parents and maybe you’re that parent and you thought I did everything by the book.  I gave up 
many raises to be at home.  Or maybe you’re a mom and like, I gave up my whole career so I could stay 
at home with my kids.  I brought them to church.  I read them Bible stories.  We did devotions… 
throughout the week.  And now you’re kids walked away from God.  Do you know what that tells me?  
Dad, mom, you’re not God.  You do all you can to point your children to Christ, but you can’t make 
your kids believe—can you?  No.  Try to influence your kids, but no, at the end of the day they need to 
make that decision for themselves, so it’s not your fault.  Don’t put yourself back in a prison of guilt.  
That’s the last thing you need. 

So we need to be convicted, we need to be consistent, third, we 
need to be compassionate.  I’ve been teaching at Moody Bible 
Institute for over 11 years which, by the way, and here’s a little 
plug here, I mean, how many of you guys have heard of Moody 
Bible Institute before?  Um, how many of you guys did not know 
that Moody Bible Institute is a fully paid education, like, 
everyone that goes to Moody Bible Institute on the Chicago camp 
us has their tuition fully paid?  We did not know that.  Anyone 

not know that?  It’s true.  We’re committed to putting young men and women into ministry.  We’re a 
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ministry school so we’re not liberal arts, but we’re a ministry school and we’re committed to putting 
people into ministry and I’m proud of the school, but we, you know, it’s—at my school we have broken 
people.  We have people wrestling with sin.  And many times a semester I get students that confide with 
me that they’re wrestling with their sexuality, they have same-sex attractions.  They’re not acting on it, 
they have same-sex attractions, but there’s such a stigma in our churches, in our schools, that they feel 
like they can’t share this with anyone.  And because of the isolation sometimes they suffer with 
depression and even thoughts of suicide.  That should move us.  That for some reason people feel that 
they can’t share this one sin struggle with someone else.  So for some this can be an issue between life 
and death. 

So how do we be a more compassionate place?  Well, first, expect that this is present here; not be 
surprised that we have brothers and sisters who are wrestling with this.  I mean, I still get that when 
people are shocked, you know, they tell me, you know, my best friend, we grew up together, he just told 
me he has same-sex attractions.  I’m like—and “I don’t know how that happened” they say.  He came 
from a good home, had Christian parents, he was even home-schooled.  [Laughter]  And I want to say 
wait one second, are you really saying that if someone comes from a good home, Christian parents, and 
they’re even home-schooled, that they’re somehow exempt from struggling with sin?  Is that what 
you’re really saying?   

Okay, news flash.  I’m sensing here in this room, maybe even watching live, I bet 
there’s probably maybe three or four of you that’s struggling with sin.  [Laughter]  
Don’t raise your hand!  I don’t want to embarrass you.  [Laughter]  But let’s be 
real, we’re all wrestling with sin.  I mean, what’s the body of Christ?  Ah, we are 

people who have just got it altogether, don’t have any problems, got our ducks in a 
row, we meet once a week, we hold hands and we sing “Kumbaya.”  Is that what 

we are?  Or is the body of Christ a group of people who know that we are broken and 
needy and we desperately need Christ?  I’ll just be honest with you, I am broken and I need Christ.  
Anyone else that can relate to that in any way at all?  And so let us all hand-in-hand walk together to 
him—not because I have the answers, I don’t; not because I can “fix you,” I can’t.  But I know Someone 
who can and His name is Jesus.  So let us define our solidarity in our need for Christ.   

I’m not convinced that we need to segregate ourselves more into sin groups.  Actually, I think in 2019 
what the church needs more is unity.  We need to be united.  We don’t need to be finding how we’re so 
different from one another.  I mean, yes, we’re different in a good way, but there’s something that needs 
to unite us.  And that uniting thing is that we call need Christ.  Certainly my sin struggle might look 
different from your sin struggle or her sin struggle or his sin struggle, but at the end of the day you know 
what it is?  It’s still a sin struggle.  And if sin is a problem, Christ is the answer.  So just simply not be 
surprised that it is present here in our own churches, in our small groups, in our homes, in our pews—
not be surprised.   

Second, we need to know our position.  And what I mean by this is more than 
just, “It’s bad, don’t do it,” because that doesn’t really help people in their time 
of need.  What I mean is our biggest take-away when we’re engaging with 
others on this.  Because my biggest take-away is this:  Not just this it’s bad, 

don’t do it, because that’s not going to save anyone, the one biggest thing is Christ.  My biggest take-
away that I want people to be in a more deep, intimate, loving relationship with Christ.  I don’t want 
people to just know Jesus.  Demons know Jesus, it’s making no difference.  You know people like, “Oh, 
I know Jesus.”  Great... so do the demons.  It’s about a deeper relationship, not just knowledge but a 
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relationship with Christ so that we’re willing to surrender everything to Him.  That’s my main goal.  
That’s my position. 

Third, maybe you’re thinking of someone right now who you’ve 
always wondered whether they were wrestling with this, with their 
sexual identity, and you want to ask them.  So how?  How would 
you ask?  How would bring it up so you can let them know that 
you’re walking through this with them?  Don’t.  Imagine if 
someone came up to you out of the blue, “Hey, do you have same-
sex attractions?”  Awkward.  Just letting you know.  Awkward.  
But what you can do is give assurance of your friendship.   Tell 

them, “I thank God for you, and I just want you to know nothing can change my love for you.”  When 
you say that you’ve just created a safe space and invited them in it.  Actually, we should be doing that 
with all of our close friends. 

Fourth, let’s be a group of people that takes seriously in fighting against the bullying and the gay jokes.  
You know, I’m gonna assume as adults we don’t bully anymore, but our kids do.  Kids can be cruel.  
But as adults and especially Christian adults, I often hear where we will say a gay joke.  It could be a 
hand gesture, it could be talking with a lisp, it could be funny for a moment but you never know when 
someone can be within earshot of that… and maybe their son just came out to them and they’ve been 
struggling with whether they should open up about it here in church among their Christian friends.  And 
they hear that joke and what that just tells them is we are not safe.  You know, that’s the last thing I want 
to be communicated about the Bride of Christ is that we’re not safe.   

Actually, I believe that the safest place in the world should be the church.  Are we safe?  But I don’t 
want to just be safe, I want to be safe AND redemptive.  So instead of saying a gay joke, and like our 
kids, you know, they can be so flippant and say, “That’s so gay.”  “That shirt is so gay.”  A shirt can’t be 
gay.  [Laughter]  Like, it’s not possible.  So how about helping our kids to expand their vocabulary a 
little bit.  Instead of saying, “That’s so gay,” how about “That’s so Baptist” or “That’s so Presbyterian” 
[Laughter] or, you know, something really, really creative like that.  I’m sure you can think of 
something good.  [Laughter] 

So we need to be convicted, we need to consistent, we need to 
be compassionate, and lastly, we need to be complete.  This is 
how we must be complete in our message; we need to 
proclaim God’s truth.  Why?  Because it’s the truth that sets 
us free.  Okay… then the question is:  Well, then, what is the 
truth?  What does God say?  “Oh, that’s easy.  It’s a sin.”  
Okay… like anything more?  “No, no, it’s a sin.”   When 

people say that and nothing more, you know it’s equivalent to giving someone a one spiritual law tract.   

Do you guys remember the Gospel tracts?  Like, I guess we don’t 
do that anymore because, I don’t know, I mean, no one reads things 
on paper anymore.  But do you guys remember the Gospel tracts, 
you guys remember the four spiritual laws, remember those Gospel 
tracts?  Those were great.  Well, this is not the four spiritual laws, 
this is one spiritual law that goes something like this:  You’re a 
sinner and you’re going to Hell… sorry.  [Laughter]  In case you 
didn’t know, that’s not good news!  That’s bad news only.  But 
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think about it, that’s the only message we’ve been giving to the gay community.  You’re a sinner.  
You’re going to Hell.  There’s no hope for you.  It’s no wonder why the gay community wants nothing 
to do with us because we, for decades, have not been giving them the Good News, have we?  We’ve 
been giving them the bad news only.  

We have not been telling them the complete truth.  We have been telling them an incomplete truth.  And 
do you know when you tell someone an incomplete truth, that’s just as harmful as telling someone a lie.  
So what is a complete truth?   

When you go to the New Testament Paul writes about homosexuality 
three times, Romans 1 [see End Note 1], 1 Corinthians 6, and 1 Timothy 1 
[see End Note 2].  In 1 Corinthians 6 Paul says, “Do you not not know that 
the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?”  Then he lists ten 
sins and in this list of ten sins are two Greek words right in the middle that 
focus upon homosexual behavior.  Sometimes people look at these verses 
and say, “Look, gays and lesbians won’t inherit the kingdon of God.”  
When they do that they conveniently forget about the eight other sins, 
because if we look at all ten sins none of us should inherit the kingdom of 
God.  Bad news.  But I praise the Lord that Paul did not stop there.   

He goes on to say in one of my favorite verses in the whole Bible, verse 
11 of Chapter 6:  “such were” [emphasis mine] — what tense is that verb 
were?  PAST!  “Such were some of you.  But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of our God.”  That actually is not good news—that’s 
AMAZING news!   

That is news that we can declare to anyone who needs to know about 
Jesus Christ; that you can be washed, you can be sanctified, you can be 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit of our God.  
So our message must be redemptive.  It has to focus upon the Good News 
of Christ because your loved one, in the gay community, their main 
problem is really not their sexuality.  You know what the main problem is?  Their need to fully 
surrender to Christ.   

Do you know my biggest sin, it was not being in a same-sex relationship; my biggest sin was unbelief.  
That is what separated me from God.  And yet we focus upon the peripheral things and get caught up on 
the secondary matters and miss out on the primary issue which is faith in Christ and fully surrender to 
the Lord.   

So how do we do that?  How do we be redemptive in our relationships?  How do we engage?  How do 
we minister well?  One of the first things we need to do is make sure that we don’t treat everyone the 
same.  Do they believe or do they not, because if it’s unbelief then we need to share them the Gospel.  If 
they believe, and I’m talking about the true Gospel, then it’s evangelism but it’s discipleship, 
mentorship.  So that’s the first thing.  You know, not everyone who is same-sex attracted is the same; 
some believe, some do not.   

1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11 

Or do you not know that 
the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor men who practice 
homosexuality, nor 
thieves, nor the greedy, 
nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom 
of God. And such were 
some of you. But you 
were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and 
by the Spirit of our God. 
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So let’s just say those who believe they have same-sex 
attractions, how do we minister to them?  So let’s say after this 
weekend you actually have a really good friend that confides 
with you.  They open up to you that they are wrestling with 

their sexuality, they have same-sex attractions—do you know what to say or do?  First, thank them.  
Thank them that they just trusted you with this really private matter.  It probably was one of the hardest 
things that they ever had to do to open up and they finally did, they got up enough courage and they told 
you.  Just the fact that they opened up to you says a lot about you.  Thank them.   

Don’t freak out, ask them some really good open-ended questions like, “Tell me more,” like, “It must 
have been hard thinking you can’t share this with anyone,” “What was it like growing up and keeping 
this to yourself?”  A very, very important question you should ask is this:  How does your faith fit into 
this?  Because what we hope to hear is “My faith is strong.”  What we want to hear is, “I am 
understanding my desires and shaping my desires around my faith because my faith is strong.  
Unfortunately, too often what we hear though is the opposite, that, “I don’t know about my faith,” “I’m 
not sure if I believe.” Or they’ll say, “I’m shaping my faith around my desires because my desires are 
strong, my desires are who I am.”  So what we want to hear is that my faith is strong and that my desires 
are being shaped by my faith. 

Second, tell them that they’re not alone.  Many people think they have to go through 
life wrestling with same-sex attractions as Christians and they can’t tell anyone.  
And simply saying, you know, I want to walk with you to Jesus, those words can 
be life for someone.  And you can be honest!  You can tell them, “I don’t know all 
there is to know about this, but I want to learn.”  One common hindrance that I 

hear among Christians is that you don’t experience attractions to the same sex so you 
don’t know how to help someone.  That’s probably one of the main excuses that I often 

hear, you know, people would tell me that, you know, I just had someone come in my office and they 
told me they have same-sex attractions and they say, “I don’t have same-sex attractions” and they kind 
of keep, you know, reiterating that.  I’m like, “Okay, fine, you don’t have same-sex attractions, fine.”  
But then they’re like, you know, “I don’t know how to help this person because I don’t have same-sex 
attractions.”  Yeah, I got that.  [Laughter]  But why is it that we actually have to experience a sin 
struggle to help another person who experiences that same sin struggle? 

Do we have to actually know everything there is to know about that sin or actually do that sin to help 
another person caught in that sin?  For example, do you have to shoot up with heroin to help a heroin 
addict?  Yes or no.  No.  Do you have to look at pornography to help someone else caught in the 
addiction of pornography.  Yes or no.  No.  Do you have to commit adultery to help an adulteress?  Yes 
or no.  No.  Then why is it all of a sudden when this one particular, maybe unique sin struggle, that if a 
person doesn’t have that sin struggle they can’t help someone else.  Do you see how this is just 
inconsistent?  Doesn’t make sense.  

Here is the reality.  If you know Jesus and if, in your time 
with Jesus, you’ve had some victory over your sin struggle 
you can help another sinner.  Do not allow Satan to fool you 
into thinking that you can’t help another person because 
that’s exactly what Satan wants to do.  He wants to 
immobilize you into thinking I can’t help anyone because 
then he just won.  Don’t believe that lie.  When people come 
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to you in their time of need, do you know what they don’t need most?  What they don’t need most is an 
expert.  Think about it.  But do you know what they do need most?  Is a friend, and you can be that 
friend. 

So tell them that they’re not alone, and this third point could be 
the most important thing of all these things here at the end, our 
identity needs to be in Christ.  Help me remind this individual and 
even remind ourselves that our identity needs to be in Christ.  
Why is this so important?  Because I do not know of any other sin 
issue that we have conflated with our identity.  If you’re a liar, 
that’s not who you are but what you do.  If you’re a gossiper, 
that’s not who you are but what you do.  If you’re an adulterer, 

that’s not who you are but what you do.  But yet when it comes to sexuality we have made sexuality 
who we are.   

If you have a gay friend or a relative and you ask them, “What does it mean when you say, ‘I am gay’?”  
None of them will ever say, “This is what I do.”  Right?  I mean, think about it.  What does it mean 
when you say I’m gay?  “Oh, this is what I do.”  That’s not what they’re gonna say.  “This is what I 
feel.”  No.  You know what they will say?  “This is who I am.”  This shift from what to who has created 
a radically distorted view of personhood.  Sexuality is not who we are, it’s how we are.   

That’s a big difference, because it wasn’t until I was able to separate who I was from my sexuality that 
then I was able to be able to consider my identity in Christ.  Because there’s even a movement today of 
people who would say, “I’m a gay Christian.”  But then they realize that, “Oh, but I believe that this is 
sin, and when I say I’m a gay Christian that could be misleading.”  So they have to add another 
adjective, so “I’m a gay, celibate Christian.”  You know, to be honest, well then celibacy, well, that 
could also kind of give some misunderstanding so maybe they have to say, “I’m a gay, celibate, 
non-priest Christian.”  I mean, and the list can go on.  I mean, if an adjective needs as adjective to 
modify, to clarify, then maybe that adjective isn’t that good.  When gay is so closely linked with 
ontology, with who I am, as Christians we must reject it.  And I’m also rejecting the term “straight.”  
Don’t identity as a straight Christian.  That’s not who you are.  And besides, who cares?  [Laughter]   

I mean, you know, if my mom introduced herself, “Hi, I’m Angela and I’m straight.”  I would say, 
“What?!”  Really.  You know the one thing that matters because in general I never liked labels, I was 
called all sorts of things when I grew up because I was Chinese and I grew up in a basically, you know, 
strictly Anglo suburb.  No one else was, well, except for my brother, in my grade school, everyone else, 
and on top of that I was called gay, fag, sissy, so I never liked labels.  And today I still don’t like labels.  
But if I’m going to take one label it’s going to bear the name of Christ.   

And that label I don’t want there to be any permanent modifiers before my main identity in Christ, just 
the term Christian, follower of Christ is enough.  That should tell you that I’m going to be chaste in 
singleness or faithful in marriage, that alone, I don’t need to describe anything else.  You don’t need to 
say, “I’m a lying Christian,” “I’m a lustful Christian,” “I’m a porn addict Christian,” “I’m an alcoholic 
Christian” – No!  I’ve never heard that before ever.  Then why all of a sudden we’re gonna say, “I’m a 
gay Christian”?  That’s not who you are.  So, identity needs to be in Christ. 

The Reformers have been talking about this for years, they call it union with Christ, that we are always 
in Christ, in Him, over and over throughout the New Testament, and so that’s key, key concept.  And as 
we approach our unbelieving friends that don’t have that we need to talk about who are you?  That’s a 
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pretty non-argumentive question, “Who are you?”  Because we believe that our identity need to be in 
Christ. 

Fourth, we need to be realistic, don’t give these false promises, you know, that you 
can just pray really hard and you can pray away the gay.  No.  Yes, I mean, prayer is 

important, reading the Bible is important, but we do not read the Bible and pray so that we don’t have 
any problems.  Actually, I read the Bible and pray so that when the problems come, when the struggles 
come I can be faithful to God.  So we need to be realistic.  I mean, you know, people say, you know, 
“Oh, just come to Jesus and He’ll take care of all your problems”—I don’t know where they get that in 
the Bible.  As a matter of fact, I tell people it was easier before I became a Christian.  You know why?  I 
did whatever I wanted.  I didn’t itch, I scratched.  I desired, I did it.  Now I have a heavenly Father that I 
want to please and I have an enemy nipping at my heels.  But the difference is my joy is not bound up in 
this world; my joy is bound up in Christ. 

Fifth, don’t focus so much on the externals; how people walk or 
talk, because we can get so caught up, and hair length, or like 
what shoes they wear, or whether they’re wearing pants or skirts 
or whatever.  And I would much rather see change from the 

inside-out, not from the outside-in.  Also, sixth, we need to encourage God-honoring same-sex 
friendships because what I needed most is strong relationships in the family of God, in the body of 
Christ, and we need to encourage that.   

So what should you do, how do we share Christ with those 
in the gay community?  Remember I was talking about 
people who have same-sex attractions and they believe, but 
those who do not believe?  The majority of those in the gay 
community do not know Christ.  And I know that some 
people that say, “Oh, I can be gay and Christian,” and say 
it’s okay to be in a same-sex relationship and have God, but 
honestly, they’re holding to a false gospel.  And so when I 
realized that they hold to a false gospel, I want to share 

them the true Gospel, so it’s still gonna be outreach.   

So here’s something that we do not want to do.  Do not compare this with an addiction, pedophilia, or 
murder, that’s just not a good way to win people to Christ.  There’s this, somehow, this myth that all gay 
men are pedophiles.  I don’t know where people get that.  I mean, actually, there more pedophiles that 
are heterosexual than there are same-sex attracted.  But not all gay men are pedophiles and it doesn’t 
really help to try to lead those to Christ. 

Second, do not use the two words lifestyle or choice.  I never use those words when I visit gay men.  Do 
you know why?  Because I have the wrong identity.  I didn’t see this as something that I did, but I saw 
this as who I was.  And I’m willing to not use a word or two for the sake of winning people to Christ. 

Third, don’t use the phrase, “Love the sinner, hate the sin.”  Christians, we love that phrase; unbelievers 
hate that phrase.  When you tell someone, “I love you but I hate your sin,” they don’t feel loved.  So just 
don’t say it.  Do it, don’t say it.  Live it out, but don’t tell others. 

Lastly, fourth, don’t feel the need that you have to debate with people all the time.  There’s a time for 
truth, but God has to first soften their heart first.  Because we think, I need to defend the truth!  But God 
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doesn’t really need you to defend anything, He needs you to share Christ.  He needs you to reflect Christ 
first.  I’m not saying avoid this, but when someone comes at you and says, “Do you think this is sin?”  
In that moment we need to realize how Jesus often answered those types of questions.  When you look 
through the Gospel, do you realize Jesus did not answer every question?  Very rarely did He answer 
their questions.  He was silent.  He sometimes answered a question with a question.  Sometimes He did 
answer a question, but it wasn’t the question they were asking.  So when someone asks you, “Do you 
think this is sin?”  You can deflect and say, “You know, I value our friendship more than debating all 
the time.”  And the reason I am deflecting is because I know that even if they get that answer correctly, 
they’re still lost.  And it’s only sharing Christ that can point them to the only One who can save, so I 
want to talk about Christ.  Morality is secondary. 

So what should you do, and we’ll finish with this.  First we need to pray.  
We need to pray and fast.  How many of you guys are familiar with the 
movie War Room?  You guys watch that movie War Room?  So that movie 
was written by the Kendrick Brothers.  The Kendrick Brothers worked with 
an author, Chris Fabry, to turn their movie into a book.  The book and the 
movie came out around the same time we—we actually got a 
complimentary copy of the book by Tyndale House, and when we opened it 
we realized that it was dedicated to my mom.  Do battle for people 
who are unable to battle for others.  Stand in the gap.  I wonder if we 
mobilized an entire army of Christians to pray and fast for the gay 
community, we might have a revival that would break out.  Wouldn’t 
that be amazing? 

Second, we need to listen.  Don’t be quick to speak, but be quick 
to listen.  If you want others to listen to you, we need to listen to 
them.  Third, be intentional.  Don’t be afraid to invite your gay 
neighbor over for dinner.  And I know you’re gonna think, “But 
wait, if I do that am I condoning their sin?”  Good question, but 
last time I checked we usually have sinners over for dinner.  
Nothing new.  [Laughter]  You’re just eating with them, you’re 
not sinning with them.  Right?   

Fourth, be patient and persistent.  It’s going to take time for 
people to come to know Christ.  For me, eight years is a short time.  I know people who have been 
praying for decades.  If God was in it the long haul for you, let’s do the same for others.   

Lastly, be transparent.  Share was God is doing in your life lately.  How is God renewing you?  You can 
open up your Bible and they’re gonna just start running, but you know what they can’t argue with?  The 
work of God in your own life.  Because I would never have considered the Gospel if I didn’t see the 
Gospel lived out in my parents’ life.  I wouldn’t have picked up the Bible from the trash can if I didn’t 
see the Bible lived out in my father’s life and my mother’s life.  I did not leave pursuing same-sex 
relationships because someone convinced me they were sinful.  No.  I left it because I was shown 
something better and His name is Jesus.   

[Applause] 

Our job as followers of Christ is to show a dying world out there that no matter what they’re clinging to, 
all the fools’ gold in the world, job, career, money, spouse, family, no matter what they’re clinging to, 
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not only is Jesus better than ALL of that, but following Jesus is best.  So may we, my friends, my 
brothers and sisters, live our lives in a way that it is unmistakable that not only is Jesus better, but 
following Christ is best.  

Let’s pray. 

Father, 

We thank You for your faithfulness.  Lord, help us to be salt and light.  Lord, help us to live life 
in a way that it is so clear that not only, God, is following Christ better than anything this world 
has to offer, but following your Son Jesus is best. 

We praise You, Lord, and we ask this in the beautiful name of Jesus.   

And the people of God said, “Amen.” 

 

 

[Pastor]  Can we give Dr. Yuan a round of applause, please? 

[Applause] 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

[Pastor]  He’s been so generous to us today.  He not only came here to speak tonight, but he’s also 
agreed to do a Q&A with us.  We promised that you guys would be out of here by 7:30 so 
we’re going to honor your time on that; so what we’re going to do is me and Pastor Rob are 
gonna go around and we’re gonna— if you raise your hand, you can ask a question of Dr. 
Yuan.  One of the things we ask since we have a short time constraint, keep your questions 
short and concise.  We know you guys have the big questions; he has the big answers.  If you 
can keep your questions shorter, he can keep his answers bigger.   

 Also, we’re going to hold the mike out in front of you, please don’t take it because what we 
find is that when people take the mike they keep talking.  [Laughter]  So if we hold the mike 
we can pull it away.  All right?   So can we get some people to raise their hands for the 
questions? 

 
Q1:   This morning you said you can love unconditionally, [her voice breaks with emotion] I don’t want 

to cry, but, um, does it mean acceptance unconditionally?  So if you have a child that’s gay or 
having a same-sex relationship and they choose to get married and they ask you to walk them 
down the aisle, what do you do? 



HOLY SEXUALITY 

 Guest Speaker:  Dr. Christopher Yuan | 6PM | 6.30.2019 
 

 

 

 – 20 – 

A1: Obviously, I mean, this is probably one of the hardest and most difficult questions that I’m faced 
with.  Um, you know, I think that we need to realize that we want to be in the lives of our loved 
ones, no matter what, and many times this decision is almost a make-or-break decision.  Um, and I 
know how hard it is for you as a parent who has a child.  There’s really two main things at stake, 
so I always like to take a step back and try not to just answer this one question but in general.   

 With our loved ones what are the two main things that we want them to know?  Because 
remember, we can’t make them follow Jesus, but we want them to know what we believe.  Not just 
“it’s sin” but we believe that God is our Creator, that we are sinners, that God sent His Son to die 
for us, and putting your faith in Him by grace through faith that we can have our sins forgiven and 
live in eternity with Him.  So we want them to know that, but do they also know that we love 
them?  And these two can be intentioned, especially on this because if you don’t go, it’s clear what 
you believe, right?  But it could be misunderstood, um, I’m sorry, if you don’t go it’s clear what 
you believe, but it could be misunderstood that you love them.  If you do go, it’s clear you love 
them, but it could be misunderstood what you believe.   

 So, the question here, it’s a very complicated one and people sometimes get frustrated because I 
don’t really give an answer.  I believe you need to pray and fast and seek God.  Obviously, being 
in a same-sex relationship is not God’s will, but does our presence communicate that we are there 
to celebrate or we’re to accept?  So if God is telling you not to go, I would be clear not to tell your 
loved one over the phone, over a text, over an email, I would tell them in person.  That means 
maybe even flying to them, to go that extra mile to show that you are someone so important to me 
and it’s really hard for me that my conscious is torn.   

 But the question that we need to ask is does presence really equate in every situation acceptance?  I 
would say in most, in general, people that are present at a wedding are all there to celebrate, but 
not always.  Not always is every person there at a wedding there to celebrate.  For example, 
in-laws.  [Laughter]  Many times in-laws are present, they don’t agree, but they’re still there and 
they’re only there because this is my child and I’m just there and the couple knows that they’re not 
in agreement.  But I also need to look back to God’s Word and see how the Word of God has 
actually used the wedding metaphor many, many times throughout Scripture.   

 Do you know the Bible begins with a wedding and the Bible ends with a wedding?  The Old 
Testament, a very clear metaphor of God’s love for Israel was that God was the husband and Israel 
was the adulterous wife.  And then in the New Testament we have Christ who is the faithful 
bridegroom and the perfect bride is the church.  So we have this beautiful picture and that we need 
to be careful not to trivialize this beautiful metaphor of marriage.   

 So, for me personally, I would have a hard time to actually be at a wedding, a ceremony, because 
of the very significant—and I know that this is not God’s will even if it’s done at a liberal 
church—I know that this is not something that God would bless.  But as a parent I know you’re 
torn, so I sometimes say that, you know, maybe you won’t go to the ceremony, but you can go to 
the reception.  You know, the two, I think, are different.   

 One is a clear ceremony and the reception, and I know you might think, But the reception is about 
celebration of the couple, and there are certain elements that are very clearly a celebration that I 
wouldn’t just sit out on.  They’re doing the toast to the couple, I just wouldn’t participate.  I 
wouldn’t sulk, I wouldn’t try to, you know, be sour about it, I just wouldn’t do that aspect.  Going 
through the line congratulating the couple, I wouldn’t be able to congratulate them but I could say, 
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“I love you.”  Um, if I were asked to be a part of the wedding party, I personally wouldn’t because 
being part of the wedding party they all are there to support, giving your daughter away is actually 
very symbolic of saying, “I approve.”  But you could be there for the weekend, you could be there 
for the reception, but we have to be able to communicate both grace and truth.  I wouldn’t get them 
one gift for the couple, I would get them individual gifts, for the person, to be able to differentiate 
between instead of celebrating the relationship we’re celebrating the individual. 

 Get them a very meaningful gift each, you know, maybe get them my book, they might read it 
[Laughter], who knows, God can use it, you never know.  So I think there are many options, it’s 
not simply whether to not go or whether to go.  I think we’re seeing—how can we balance grace 
and truth?  How can we communicate what we believe and also that we love them? 

       

Q2: What advice would give to you kids in the public school system who are inundated with this topic 
and made to feel like an outcast if they don’t support it? 

A2: Well, I think there are things that we can still agree with those who are gay activists.  Obviously 
we are for being against bullying, so we’re against bullying and we don’t want anyone to be 
mistreated, so those are things we can agree with.   

 Um, we can do what we can to try to fight or hope that people that are dealing with suicide will not 
choose that as an option, and I think that’s an epidemic that our youth are dealing with, not just gay 
youth but it’s definitely higher among gay youth.  And there’s just misunderstanding that somehow 
maybe the Christian view that this is sin is causing children to commit suicide.  But the evidence 
isn’t really showing that; when we look at the Netherlands where there is no, there’s a very, very 
small evangelical church there and it’s a very gay-affirming country, it’s probably the most 
gay-affirming country in the world, the suicide rates among gay youth is still very high so there’s 
something going on that’s beyond just homophobia and stigma that’s causing this.   So we need to 
be kind of, we can vocalize and verbalize on that.  But I think we don’t need to tell people that 
we’re against homosexuality, whatever that means, because when people hear that they hear that 
we’re against the people.   

 I think what we, I would much rather talk about is my faith.  The world wants to corner us and 
think that, kind of put us in the same box as Westboro, ya, I mean, like the Baptists and the church 
are almost just like names that they’re like using so, I mean, I like to say that they’re really a hate 
group masquerading around as a Baptist church.  So they’re not really a church because if you 
notice everything that they talk about they never mention Jesus.  Listen—actually, don’t listen to 
their radios, but I’ve had to endure just listening because this is what I do and you never hear them 
mention the name of Jesus.  You can’t be a church and never mention Jesus.  But, the people want 
to put us in that same box—don’t allow them.  I think show them that, you know, I’m a follower of 
Christ and, you know, and don’t let them corner you into that box but help them to see that I’m a 
follower of Christ and I am different, just as we all are, we all are different.   

 And maybe use some of the, kind of the social justice activism that the world uses almost against 
them because what social justice activists want is that they want to protect special, uh, kind of 
minority groups, you know, the special minority groups now are either the LGBT community, 
women, African-Americans, Muslims, you know, Latinos, undocumented people here in the U.S.  
And so, you know, when you’re talking about religion you can ask the question and use Islam as 
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an example and say, you know, “Do you know that in Islam they believe that this is a sin, a capital 
punishment?  Uh, so if someone was Muslim to come into this country, do you think it’s right that 
we force them to believe what we in the West believe?  Because wouldn’t that be colonization?  
You know, wouldn’t that be imperialism?”  Which is, again, another thing that progressives really 
hate.  And so you actually show the inconsistency of their own view.  To not make it where it’s 
like, “I want my own rights as a Christian,” but show how actually religious freedom also must 
protect the religious freedom of Muslims as it should Christians.  I think that would be maybe one 
way I would approach it. 

       

Q3: Okay, so I’m part of the artists’ community so it’s kind of my mission field and you see all sorts of 
people and very colorful, you know, personalities and what they believe and all sorts of things. So, 
it hasn’t come across as much for me, but let’s say, um, you’re invited to either, you know, to go to 
an event that’s like gay-focused, like, would you go to it?  Or, if you’re invited to participate in a 
gay, um, event, would you participate?  So this was just kind of, um, you know, some things like I 
don’t want to deprive them or anything, like, you know, completely be against their, you know, 
because we want to love them as individuals, you know. 

A3: Yeah, I think, you know, so the question, this might be a similar question about, you know, should 
we go pride with my gay friend.  Let me first answer the pride question, at least how I view it, um, 
especially from my personal experience.  I’ve been to a lot of pride parades before I came to 
Christ, all around the nation, and the pride parades for me was less of a political, um, intent and 
less of a, um, personal thing, than just to have fun.  Um, I kind of viewed it as, you know, going to 
Mardi Gras, you know.  When people go to pride parades and they take pictures of pride parades, 
“This is what gays are like,” that’s not really true.  It’s kind of like going to Mardi Gras and 
saying, “This is what all straight people are like.”  Not really.  Actually what you see in gay pride 
parades is, the act, you know, it’s not what normally people do.   

 I would go there and I would do things I wouldn’t normally not do regularly, and we would dress 
up even though I don’t really dress up like that, it wasn’t my thing, but we would just be, just, just 
extravagant and just crazy just for fun.  Um, and the last thing I wanted to do was, like, have a 
serious conversation.  The last thing that I wanted to do was to really talk even anything, like, 
spiritually.  So I’m not too sure if going to pride parades is the best way to talk about Christ.   

 I really, I’m a strong advocate of relationship evangelism, um, building relationship with people, 
um, and living Christ, living the Gospel before you preach the Gospel.  But the question is like, if 
you go to maybe a gay-themed event or whatever, like an arts event, um, I think being there, 
presence, I don’t see that as too big of an issue.  I mean, I think that can be a way to actually be 
aware of what’s being said and, you know, and also, I mean, it can be there just to, your presence, 
especially if they know you’re a Christian and you can, they can, you know, you know, show, 
because sometimes just your actions show that you care.   

 Um, to be involved, again, it depends.  I mean, how much is it, is it really, like, a strong advocacy 
thing, you know?  Maybe my involvement in that would mean that I’m supportive of whatever 
theme or whatever advocacy they’re trying to support, so that for me would be a little bit difficult.  
But I think maybe presence might not, but again, I don’t want a blanket statement because it could 
be like a really, like a radical—I don’t know, something that could be even like a little bit R-rated, 
X-rated, that just, for me, you know, wouldn’t be, you know, healthy for me or just anyone to 
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maybe see.  And not to say that all gay-themed events are, but sometimes they could be—well, I 
mean, actually, nothing to do with homosexuality, I know a lot of art that are just R-rated that, uh, 
that has nothing to do with homosexuality.  So, I just kind of gave you a non-answer.  [Laughter] 

       

[Pastor]  We only have time for one more question; Pastor Rob has it right in the back there. 

Q4: Last night this came up for me on a very personal right in my face level, and I didn’t know how to 
start the conversation, so that’s really what my question is.  How do you start a conversation?  I 
was at Appleby’s and two of the servers there were wearing shirts that said PROUD and they were 
clearly the gay colors; it was clearly a statement in support of other people who were there who are 
gay.  But these two women I know for a fact are heterosexual and I asked, “Were you required to 
wear this?”  “No, we wanted to do this.”  I didn’t say anything about it but I really wanted to say, 
you know, “Is that who you are?  Is that what you support?”  So I made the choice not to say 
anything, felt bad about that, but if I had said something, how do you start a conversation like that?  
I know you kind of touched on it, but it was a very specific thing, you know, just to go at this to 
help us know—how do you address it when perhaps they don’t want it addressed, or maybe you 
don’t address it. 

A4: Good question.  Um, you know, pride week has been, um, it really seems like this year more than 
any year it’s everywhere.  I mean, it’s on Google, Facebook, you know, every single corporation is 
doing it and, um, because if you don’t, I mean, it’s, I think [Pauses], yeah, I think I’m not too sure 
if I would say anything.  You know, I would think of ways to maybe, uh, you know, I had dinner a 
few times with some folks, it was two different folks, and I was like, “Wow, that’s a really good 
idea,” and um.  How many of you guys have ever waited tables before?  Okay.   

 I’m kind of a spoiled kid so like I, you know, I grew up working hard in my parents’ office but it’s 
like I never, like, really did anything like– I worked in a dental office and, you know, kind of 
white-collarish, and definitely my parents taught me, you know, hard work ethic.  But when I was 
in dental school I actually waited tables and I feel like that was one of the hardest jobs I’ve ever 
had.  Anyone kind of like agree with me on that?  It was just, it was hard.  I mean, you’re on your 
feet for—and walking around and running around—and then you had to remember, like, and I 
worked at a place where they had refills.  Oh, that’s the worst place to work!  [Laughter]  Not that I 
don’t mind, like, helping, but I forget.  Right?  Like I just took someone’s order and like from here 
to like put the order in someone stopped me and said, “Oh, can I have another Coke?”  “Yeah, 
yeah, sure.”  I totally forgot.  And then, you know, some people would get angry and it’s like—it’s 
hard.  Okay? 

 So I, um, I just come to kind of like appreciate, you know, because these people probably have just 
had a long day and they’re probably, you know, either students or whatever, and they’re not 
making much money, um, and so I get to, like, learn their name and stuff.  And I think it’s 
sometimes cool to just like maybe at the very beginning get to know their name, you know, be nice 
and say, you know, “Hey,” you know, maybe after they serve the food and they’re there, and be 
like, and call them by their name, “Hey, Jenny,” um, you know, just, “By the way,” uh, you know, 
“We’re just,” you know, “Is there by chance anything that we can be praying for you about?”  Um, 
and, you know, “We’re just about to pray before our meal and just, we’d just like to maybe just 
pray for you.”  Just kind of give this really positive, you know, thing, you know.   
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 It’s—you don’t hear liberal Christians really praying because they don’t have a god that’s going to 
hear their prayers or even answer their prayers, so why pray, you know?  I mean, liberals, I mean, 
they’re probably, they don’t really, they might believe in a god but they believe in a puny god, you 
know?  I believe that my God is huge.  Amen?  I have an enormous, mighty, awesome God who 
answers and hears our prayers, so maybe I would do something more positive along the lines of, 
you know, “Hey Susie,” you know, “we usually pray around our meal, and just curious, you know, 
is there anything that I can just pray for you about?”   

 Just kind of like make it known that I’m a Christian and obviously if they’re really bold and proud, 
it’s kind of like I can’t miss the fact that they’re gay but I’m still gonna show them grace and I’m 
going to leave them a good tip.  Like, I mean, what’s another extra dollar or two, you know, that’s 
off my—that’s what I sometimes think, sometimes I see they’re trying to calculate because I’m 
really OCD about that, and sometimes I just kind of leave that extra to maybe show that extra 
thank you just to be, you know, um, I don’t know.  That’s maybe what I would do.  I would kind 
do it in a positive way.  Let them know that I’m Christian, I’m not really treating them any 
different. 

   

[Pastor]  Well, when I said that a few minutes ago I saw a lot of hands pop up and I don’t want to have 
you guys leave here without your questions being answered.  So in the interest of respecting 
your time, if you do need to leave at this point, you are free to go but we’re still going to 
keep the floor open to a few more questions for Dr. Yuan.  So anybody else have any 
questions?  Why, I’ve got one right on the front row here. 

   

Q5: Um, how would you respond if one of your friends, like, peer-pressured you to try to be gay.  Like, 
they say being gay is cool and you should try it and stuff.  What is your response for that?   

A5: Yeah, good question, and thank you for asking that, and I think that’s pretty common.  I mean, 
that’s, I mean, so here’s something really interesting, um, when I lived as a gay man I, and this is a 
very common thing, uh, we thought that like everyone was really gay and so we could like coax 
people into becoming gay.  So, like, they would, it was kind of like a challenge, and it’s silly and 
it’s not true.  But I would just be nice and be like, you know, “Thanks for asking.”  And if you’re a 
Christian I would say, you know, “As a matter of fact, I’m not, you know, interested in pursuing 
any type of sexual relationship right now, but maybe, you know, we could all go out and, you 
know, grab coffee” or—I don’t know what you guys do in high school, maybe you don’t drink 
coffee, ice cream—but I would make sure, like, like do it with a group of people.   

 Like, instead, because if you’re like, you know, “Let’s go, me and you go out for coffee,” that 
could give maybe a wrong message.  So you kind of give maybe a nice strong friend zone 
message, you know, and kind of like, uh, say, you know, “How about,” you know, “the three of us, 
four of us, all go out and do something together.”  But don’t just like shun them, treat them like 
you’re scared of them, uh, but I would say, you know, “Thank you, but that’s not something I’m 
interested in, but I’d love to talk to you about Christ if I can do that.” 
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Q6: So, um, we have young kids and a gay family member and I think one of the questions we had 
about it was how do we approach this with them as they’re getting a little bit older coming into a 
time when they’re probably going to be more aware of why they have aunts and uncles and then 
two aunts.  And so we want to do it in a way that’s respectful to them because it’s important to us 
to maintain a positive relationship with them, but yeah, that’s what we wanted to know what your 
advice was. 

A6: How old? 

Q6: Uh, 9, 6, and 3 are our kids.  

A6: So, um, I think, you know, 9 and 6 is a really good age to be beginning to talk about sexuality 
because they’re talking about sexuality in kindergarten now, I mean, unless maybe you 
home-school your kids, you know, but if you go to public school, which is most of us, you know, 
it’s going to be a reality that we deal with.  I think there’s a few important things that as parents, 
um, you talk to your kids first before talking to them about sexuality.   

 First of all, talking to them about the concept of sin, not just sinful behavior like the bad things, 
don’t do this, you know, disobeying your parents or murdering, cheating, you know, those type of 
things, but the concept of sin.  In other words, that we all have a sin nature; that that was not 
chosen, that that is something we’ve had as long as we remember.  So having a sin nature, I mean, 
teaching our kids that, that we all have this propensity to sin.  And then talk about the reality of 
temptation because I think we teach our kids about sin but we don’t talk to them to the reality 
about temptation, so when they’re tempted they think they’re sinning and they don’t know what to 
do with that and they don’t tell anyone.  And when we keep that temptation struggle down in 
secret, then that struggle becomes more and more intense.   

 So we need to be talking to our kids about sin nature, about the reality of temptations, and then talk 
about grace and how, you know, though we’re all sinners God gives us grace.  So there are people 
who are living in sin, God gives us the grace, and when we believe in Him, you know, He will 
forgive us.  That’s grace.  And lastly, talking about repentance.  So when we understand those 
concepts—sin nature, temptation, grace, and repentance—you can talk about any other sins.   

 And I know at a young age it’s sometimes hard to talk about those abstract concepts but sometimes 
we can still talk, you know, talk about it in more simple terms and then, of course, keep talking 
about that as we grow older.  But having those concepts, kind of the sin nature, temptations, uh, 
grace, and then repentance, then you can talk about a family member who’s, you know, maybe it’s 
a lesbian relative, it’s their aunt, and you know, we’re going to love them.  They’re not living 
according to God’s will, but we still love them and we want them to know Christ.  Why?  So that 
they can repent and turn to Him.  So that, it kind of then all covers like that.   

 Um, I think we would be—it depends on what type of relationship you have with them—but I 
think if they’re being very, you know, expressing a lot of PDA [Public Displays of Affection], I 
think—and this is the same question—like, if we have maybe a gay couple that’s in church and 
they’re always kind of kissing or whatever, which would be kind of weird, I-I, you know, but it 
could happen, um, I would maybe say the same thing that I would to maybe an opposite-sex couple 
that’s [INAUDIBLE 0:23:20.0].   Like, if you were an opposite-sex couple and you’re like always 
kissing on each other or whatever, I probably would say something to you as well.  Like, you 
know, that’s fine you guys can show affection and intimacy with another, but this is church, like, 
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just so you know.  Um, you know, [Laughter] you can do that in the parking lot, you can do that at 
home, and I’m talking about an opposite-sex couple, like, that’s fine but, you know, let’s focus on 
God.   

 And, you know, maybe in your own home, like, if you had an opposite-sex couple and you’re like 
at a family reunion and they’re like all over each other, you know, I probably would say the same 
thing to that, an opposite-sex couple.  It’s like, this is a family reunion, I mean, again, there’s a 
motel down the street, you’re free to, you know, do your thing there but here we’re going to kind 
of enjoy each other, um, and you know, so I’m not, like, picking and choosing, I’m just being 
consistent across the board. 

   

Q7: How do you dialogue with someone who is in a same-sex relationship, but also, I believe, a 
Christian and walking in a, like walking with Christ but choosing to be in a sexual relationship 
with someone.  That’s Part A.   

 Part B is I have older kids, I have an 18-year-old and an almost 16-year-old and a 12-year-old, and 
I have talked to them, two of them, about this.  Um, I wrestle with the whole Christian piece and 
then also this other component of we’re, the sin piece, which we all do.  Like, I’m a sinner, too, 
and that’s kind of the approach I’ve had, but do you have any advice on that? 

A7: Yeah, you mean the sin part, what’s the part that you struggle with, what’s the part, um— 

Q7: It’s a two-part, I’m sorry.  The first one is how do I continue to dialogue about being a Christian, 
and then continuing to walk in that—I love that, your terminology “holy sexuality,” and so if 
you’re not choosing holy sexuality but you’re a Christian, how do you handle that?  How do we 
engage with them?  And how do you deal with that with your kids who are older and are seeing, 
maybe not even seeing that, but hearing one thing and seeing another thing.   

A7: Yeah, yeah. 

Q7: Does that make sense? 

A7: Yes.  And that first part, like, if in the scenario like if it’s someone who’s in a same-sex 
relationship and say they’re Christian, are they dating someone also that is a Christian or not a 
Christian? 

Q7: No.  Not a Christian. 

A7: So this is the reason why I asked that is because I know many parents who they say, you know, 
“My son was raised in the church, now they’re in a same-sex relationship, and they say, ‘I’m 
Christian.  I’m still a Christian, but I’m gay.”  And the reason why I asked that is in 99.9% of the 
time the people that they’re with or even married or dating is not Christian.  It’s always important 
to remember that when we give in on one part of God’s truth, we’re always going to give in on 
other parts of God’s truth.  

 So when, you know, in this loved one where they’re dating they say—and sometimes they’re like 
really adamant—“I’m a Christian!”  You know, I’m still saved, I’m a Christian, and I’m a strong 
Christian.  I read the Bible.  I go to church, or whatever, um, and they’ll argue, you know, that 
they’re a strong Christian.  But, you know, I would kind of—if there was maybe my son or 
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daughter that I know well, I would tell them, you know, let’s just set aside the fact that your 
partner is the same sex, let’s just set that aside, put that on the back burner.  If you began dating 
someone who is not a Christian and you say that you are a strong Christian, I would firmly tell you 
that that’s wrong.  In no situation would that ever be right.  So, when you give in one part of God’s 
Word, you’re always going to give in more than once.   

 But in that situation, you know, I think generally, I mean, you don’t always wanna be kind of like 
combative and argumentative, but the fact that they are—I think sometimes you could also use 
reverse psychology in a sense.  Um, they haven’t rejected the faith, which is good, but they’ve sort 
of distorted it and diluted it and revised it.  One thing that you can do is use the fact that they still 
say they are Christian, um, and maybe encourage that aspect.   

 Uh, we would like to ask, hey, are you reading your Bible today, but you know how that never gets 
anywhere with our kids, but maybe what you can do is ask, just kind of in the midst of your 
conversations with them, “Hey, what is God teaching you this week?”  You know, “How is the 
Word of God encouraging you this week?”  “What has God taught you this month?”  Maybe they 
might not have an answer at that moment, but maybe ask them again a week later because I really, 
really believe when a person digs into the Word of God the Holy Spirit has a better opportunity to 
use that to convict that person and to change them.  So getting into God's Word, there’s always 
good that can come out of that. 

 When you talk to your kids, I think we want to recognize the inconsistency but also see that the 
issue is not whether Christians sin or not, because we do, but the issue is—because I often hear 
this, people are like, “Well, why don’t you allow a gay couple to become a member of the church 
when you allow—” you know, a guy who is maybe struggling with, you know, whatever sins they 
ask, you know, a woman struggling with gossip, a guy struggling with porn, whatever, fill in the 
blank.  There is still a difference and the reason comes down to kind of what Paul talked about in 
1 Corinthians 6, and 1st Corinthians and 2nd Corinthians, which is unrepentant sin, continuous, 
unrepentant sin.  So it’s not a matter of whether Christians sin or not, it’s a matter of whether a 
Christian is in continuous, unrepentant sin.   

 Because according to Matthew 18 [see End Note 3] Jesus says that if a brother sins, we go to them, 
if they don’t accept it, they don’t think they’re sinning, then you bring another one, and then when 
they don’t, then, you know, bring it to the church.  That’s kind of the process that we’re supposed 
to follow when it comes to another person sinning, you know, bring it to them.  And when we 
bring it to them—that’s when someone is in unrepentant sin—and Paul says, you know, Paul talks 
about that we need to treat them, you know, cast them out.  You know, in a sense they’re no longer 
part of the body of Christ. 

 Back in the 1st Century the church was very exclusive.  We didn’t kind of just invite people to 
come to church who were unbelievers, no, you were a believer.  You came to Christ, you, you 
know, eat of, you know, the fellowship bread, that was very, very exclusive, I mean, the meal.  
And so the matter is whether people are in serial, unrepentant sin.  Because if there was a man 
who, because a lot of times they’ll use the example of, well, men struggle with, you know,  
Christian men struggle with pornography.   

 Okay, right, but most of the Christian men that I know [who] struggle with pornography, they’re 
not in unrepentant sin, they may give in, but they’re not saying they there’s no problem with this.  
They’re not saying that pornography is a gift from God.  They’re not saying that looking at 
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pornography is not sinful.  They’re not celebrating it.  They’re not going to a parade for porn.  
They’re not, you know, flaunting it on a T-shirt.  Uh, you know this concept of—I have people ask 
me about pride and I say, well, what does the Bible say about pride?  [Laughter]  Good thing or 
bad thing?  So, I mean, let’s not even talk about just pride relating to sexuality, just pride.  Is that a 
good thing?  You know, obviously not.   

 Um, so if there’s only going to be one thing that I’m going to boast about, what is it going to be 
about—the cross of Christ.  Um, so I think we need to realize that, um, if we’re boasting about sin, 
celebrating sin, and we’re in unrepentant sin, that is a whole other category that God sees as 
completely different, that the biblical writers saw as completely different; not just someone 
sinning, not just someone maybe in sin, but someone who is in unrepentant sin that they’re 
celebrating.   

   

Q8: Thank you, Dr. Yuan, for your great biblical worldview of it.  I want to take a different tact on a 
question and from a secular science viewpoint, you always hear the difference between “born that 
way” versus “learned behavior.” 

A8: Yeah. 

Q8:  So I read an article from a bioethicist and he said it’s very clear, in fact, there’s a man and woman 
writing, they’re not Christian, and they said there is no such thing as a person born gay because 
you’re either male or female and you don’t have any of those tendencies built into you in same-sex 
attraction.  So the point being is, from a Christian standpoint, I’ve always heard that it has to be 
learned behavior, you can’t be born that way.  So how do you, you know, justify that or do you just 
go right to the biblical worldview? 

A8: So tomorrow, I will be, it’s a two-hour, we’re starting at 6:30 to 7:30 and we’re breaking up into 
two different groups.  One group will be with my parents for a time and they’re doing a parenting 
seminar, and then I’m going to be talking about the biblical text to critique and engage with the 
gay-affirming interpretations.  The second hour from 7:30 to 8:30 I’m going to be giving a talk on 
Nature or Nurture.  But kind of in a nutshell, I’m going to be going over the research, so it is true 
that today we have not proven that people are born gay.  But I’m not sure if it’s a learned reality.  
I’m not too sure about the researcher, who that is that you’re mentioning, but I think that maybe 
there’s a confusion there about sex, male and female, and sexuality, which is our desires.   

 It’s sex, male and female, the biological genetic reality.  I’m not talking about gender, which is a 
psychological reality, but sex is a very, it’s a pretty easy thing to observe, whether a person has 
those certain sex organs or not.  Now of course there’s the intersex spectrum which means, 
intersex is something we used to call “hermaphrodite” where people would have vague sexual 
genitalia, where we’re not certain what sex they are but there are reasons for that.  Sometimes their 
sex chromosomes there could be XXY or maybe there’s hormonal problems, but that’s a biological 
anomaly that does not somehow do away with the clear reality of a binary male or female. 

 Now, to say that there are no desires that are associated with male or female is hard to say because 
male or female is a biological reality, desires are more of a psychological reality.  So we can’t, I 
don’t, we don’t really—and the two, we need to be sure that we are not conflating the two.  Um, 
sex, male and female, is not the same thing as sexuality so we are all born male or female and a 
very small minority of people are born with an intersex reality, or they have or they will be 
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intersexual or somewhere in that spectrum.  But when it comes to sexuality we just don’t know 
whether it is what exactly are the causes.  That’s from a kind of scientific reality.   

 Um, but we do know that we are all born with a sin nature.  So the fall of Adam and Eve not only 
resulted in some physical realities, not only spiritual realities, but I wouldn’t be surprised if even 
with some genetic realities.  I mean, actually, I would say it’s pretty certain that there are some 
genetic realities that happened because of The Fall as well.   So it’s very complex, we just don’t 
know.   

 I wouldn’t say that it’s a learned, um, I think it could be partially learned, I mean, I think of the 
question as is it environmental or is it biological?  We don’t know.  One of the first things we need 
to do when we look at this study is differentiate between men and women because men and women 
are different.  Praise the Lord.  Male and female are different, not only biological, physically, but 
also as we show that it’s also psychosomatic as well, that even there’s physical, uh, biological 
differences as well even in our brains.  And so it wouldn’t be surprised that also male sexuality and 
female sexuality are different.   

 So male sexuality is a bit more rigid so it might not be so much of a learned reality or a kind of 
environmental imprint, but for women it can be because for women it’s less, their sexuality is less 
of a physical reality, more visual arousal, whereas for men it is.  And for women it is more about 
relationship, it’s more about connections, so if they connect with someone it doesn’t matter 
whether they are man or woman, there could be.  And that’s why oftentimes you will hear where 
women can be, um, maybe, you know, uh, I’ve heard where a woman says, “I’m not lesbian, but 
I’m dating one.”  You know, I’ve never had an interest in women before, but I’ve divorced my 
husband or I broke up with my boyfriend and my best girlfriend was always there for me, she 
really knew me, and we just kind of fell into this loving relationship.  I’ve heard that.  That’s not 
an uncommon story.  Anyone hear anything like that before?   

 You know, I even know where as Christians, you know, this was my mentor and she was my best 
friend and I broke up with my boyfriend and she was just there for me, it was a really hard time for 
me, and I realized I loved her.  And, you know, we—but I never, ever heard that about men.  I 
have never once heard a story, you know, like, you know, this is hunting buddy and we were out 
hunting for deer and [Laughter] and we were in the tent one day and we were like in bed with each 
other.  I’ve never heard that before.  That just doesn’t happen.  Men are different from women.  So 
I think women could be more of what people might call learned or environmental factors because 
female, their sexuality is more fluid. 

 Actually that’s a reality.  If any of you guys are interested, there’s a researcher, a secular 
researcher, she’s a feminist queer researcher and her name is Lisa Diamond.  Her research is quite 
fascinating because she dispels a lot of this misunderstanding that we think that sexuality is fixed.  
And she’s showing that especially among women it’s quite fluid.  And this concept of bisexuality, 
which again, I don’t like these terms but they’re using it, you know, where people are maybe a 
little bit both.  But that’s actually a bigger percentage than we think.   

 We think that people are, like, mostly, um, kind of opposite-sex attracted and then we have like, 
you know, some people that are here that are same-sex attracted, and then kind of people in this 
middle area are just kind of smaller, you know, not many people.  But they’re showing that 
actually, you know, most people are opposite-sex attracted, but there’s more people that are both-
sex attracted than there are same-sex attracted.  But these people just don’t really tell people and 
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they kind of keep it down.  But anyways, it’s just fascinating research, all the stuff that I do when 
I’m– it’s what I do. 

   

Q9: I did miss the first part of yours, like the first 13 minutes or so, so I may have missed this.  Um, 
obviously your identity is not in your sexuality but in your relationship with Christ, do you still 
struggle with temptations for sexual things of men and do you think you’ll ever marry a woman?   

A9: Great question.  So I, um, whenever I answer a question I always like to answer it in a broader 
sense first, so in general, um, every human being, every Christian, even after they come to faith, 
even after conversion, they will still be tempted.  So to put things into context, every Christian is 
going to struggle their flesh, read Romans 7, even Paul, you know, a great man of God, he 
struggled with his flesh.  So for me I know I’m also like everyone else, so as long as I’m on this 
side of glory I’m going to struggle with my flesh, I’m going to struggle with temptation.   

 I do believe that God can take this away, so I do still experience these temptations.  I do believe 
God can take it away, but I’m still going to have my sin nature so I’m going to struggle with some 
other temptation.  I’m going to either struggle, you know, if God then kind of switches it, then I’m 
going to struggle with opposite-sex lust and I’m going to have to resist that.  Or I’m going to 
struggle with pride or jealousy or whatever it is, so the issue isn’t so much what exactly is the type 
of my temptation, the reality is it’s still a temptation and I need to continuously fight sinful 
temptations. 

 Now the good news is over time and faithfulness to God, that battle, that running the race has 
gotten easier.  Um, I don’t know if it’s so much that maybe I got stronger or maybe this got less, 
but it is definitely less frequent, less intense, but not necessarily all gone.  And to remind each 
other, when we’re talking about sexual temptations it’s not all the time, you know, for men, you 
know, you have opposite-sex attractions.  That doesn’t mean that every second of the day you’re 
like, “There’s another woman, what do I do?  Oh, my goodness!”   

 You know, maybe you have a hundred women, it could be one particular woman that maybe 
catches your eye because of, you know, you’re a certain type, you know.  So it’s not— in the same 
way men who have same-sex attractions, it’s not every single person of the same sex that they’re 
attracted to.  It could be, you know, of a hundred it could be one or maybe with two hundred it 
could be one.  So it’s not every moment of the day, but when it comes it’s just knowing that that’s 
something that I know this something I need to resist as we all need to resist when temptations 
come.  

 But the question is, you know, am I open to marriage.  Of course I am.  I am open to whatever God 
has for me, but I’m not making that my goal; as if that’s how I’m going to be happy or that’s how 
I’m going to be whole.  I need to be whole in Christ first.  I tell my students, you know, and I guess 
it’s from Genesis Chapter 2, that, you know, the two shall become one and I tell my students notice 
that it doesn’t say two halves become one.  You know, a lot of times people say, “This is my better 
half.”  Well, that’s actually not very biblical because it actually says the two become one.  And so I 
tell my students before you become one, be whole and you be whole in Christ, because if you’re 
not whole in Christ and you try to become one, usually you don’t become one, you just become a 
co-dependent mess. 
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 So I’m open to marriage, but I know that that’s not how, um, I’m going to be complete.  But if that 
is God’s will, you know, that’s good, that’s fine.  But I kind of want my goal to be with, um, 
similar to what I heard from a missionary that she said as people would ask her, you know, do you 
ever want to get married?  After a while she finally came up with this great answer, she said that 
she wants her life to be so hid in Christ that for someone to find her he must find Christ first.  So 
for me, I’m open to getting married, but for a woman and she has to be a really godly, gracious 
woman to put up with my mess, but for a woman to find me I want my life to be so hid in Christ 
that for her to find me she must find Christ first. 

   

[Pastor] Well, wow.  We’re going to finish up now.  Can we give a big round of applause and thank 
you to Dr. Yuan? 

[Applause] 

 I want to remind all of you that tomorrow at 6:30 tomorrow night he’s going to be back here 
with his parents.  It’s going to be a two-hour talk.  They’re going to split up at the one-hour 
point.  It’s going to be awesome.  Come back, invite your friends, bring your kids, they gotta 
hear this.  I went through the public school system, we gotta hear this, you gotta bring your 
kids, bring your grandkids, bring your friends, it’s going to be an amazing night.   

 Thank you so much for giving us your night tonight. 

[Applause] 

Watch on YouTube at:  https://youtu.be/veX6Q4q0Uac  
Watch on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/2444235198931937/ 

Watch on Calvary’s website at:  https://www.cfdowningtown.com/watch  
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END NOTES 
 

1 ROMANS 1:18-32:  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did 
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man 
and birds and animals and creeping things. 

 

 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 
because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever! Amen. 

 

 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are 
contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. 

 

 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 
They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things 
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. 

2 1 TIMOTHY 1:8-11:  Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law is not laid 
down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who 
strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with 
which I have been entrusted. 

3 MATTHEW 18:15-17:  [Jesus speaking]  “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, 
that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church.  And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” 

                                                 


