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Justice – Romans 10 

 

  

Getting Started 

Romans chapters 9-11 are not an interruption to the doctrinal teaching started in chapters 1-8 and that continues in 

chapters 12-15. These three chapters are a necessary part of Paul’s argument for justification by faith. The emphasis in 

chapter 9 is on Israel’s past election and the sovereignty of God. Romans 10 deals with human responsibility and Israel’s 

present rejection. Romans 11 will focus on Israel’s future restoration. 

Discussion 

Read 10:1-13 and discuss the various elements that contributed to Israel’s present rejection. Based on this passage how 

might we explain why Israel rejected their Messiah. Flesh out the points listed below. 

1. They did not feel the need for salvation (v1). 
 

2. They were zealous for God while lacking knowledge (v2). 
 

3. They were proud, self-righteous and would not submit to God (v3). 
 

4. They misunderstood the purpose of their own law (vv4-13). 

 

Paul references several Old Testament passages to support his case. What is the point of each of these references? 

• Deuteronomy 30:12-14 
 

• Isaiah 28:16 
 

• Joel 2:32 

 

Discuss how this comparison between Law and Faith Righteousness summarizes this section of Romans 10. 

Law Righteousness   Faith Righteousness 

Only for the Jew    For anyone 

Based on works    Comes by faith alone 

Self-righteousness   God’s righteousness 

Cannot save    Brings Salvation 

Obey the Lord    Call on the Lord 

Leads to pride    Glorifies God 

 

Romans 10:9-13 contains an ancient creed of the Christian faith. According to these verses, what defines a Christian? 
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• Notice the four questions in verses 14-17. According to these verses, what are the usual steps toward becoming a 
Christian? 
 
 

• Based on Psalm 19 did Israel hear God’s Word? Are they without excuse (Romans 1:18-20)? 
 
 

• Why did God extend His grace to the Gentiles as predicted in Deuteronomy 32:21 and Isaiah 65:1?  
How was sending the gospel to the Gentiles an act of mercy to both the Gentiles and the Jews? 
 
 

• Based on Isaiah 65:2, would you say that God is still pursuing His Jewish people? 
 
 

• Verses 14-18 speak of the importance of sharing the good news of Jesus with those who do not yet believe.  
Who were the people who shared the gospel with you?  
What can you do to take part in this task on a more intentional and consistent manner? 
 

Prayer 

If God can grieve over Jewish unbelievers so can we. Bring to mind Jewish acquaintance or a Jewish person mentioned in 

the media. Intercede for this person asking God to continue extending His hand of grace, that in time he or she will confess 

Jesus as Lord. 

“Because the sovereign control of God determines the destiny of another, you can boldly proclaim the truth without fear. 

You are not responsible for the salvation of others; however, your responsibilities are considerable. And those 

responsibilities are vital to the success of God’s plan. While God does not need us, He has given us a genuine stake in His 

redeeming the world. He is omnipotent, but we have three fundamental tasks: 

1. We must CARE enough for the souls of others to go out of our way to proclaim the gospel. 
2. We must SHARE the good news faithfully and often (and best within the context of an obedient life). 
3. We must PRAY that the gospel will penetrate blinded minds and empty souls.” 

- Chuck Swindoll, Insights on Romans 


