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What I'm going to share with you over the next couple minutes is so ridiculously highly opposed that all 
Hell is going to break loose to stop you from hearing it. 

So Lord Jesus, 

I would ask that You would protect this place right now and that You would open our hearts to 
your Spirit and your power, and that the power of your Holy Spirit would have His way in this 
place today. 

In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

So if you think you're sitting in the middle of a row and you think you might have to go to the bathroom 
in a minute or two or five, right now's the time to go.  If you just have this huge desire to go out that 
door [points to his left] – don't – go out those doors in the back.  We want to take away all distractions 
we can this morning.  If your phone is set to make loud noises, turn it off.   

Are you ready to study the Bible?  Good, because I hope you brought yours.  Open up to the book of 
Exodus.  On the back of your program is a little area to take notes.  I'm gonna be 
sharing some stuff this morning that I beg you to write down, some of these verses, 
because you may very well be able to use these in the days ahead.  They may be 
very well helpful to you so I encourage you to go there.   

In the book of Exodus you start in this massive piece of the story of God and God 
begins to explain to us how He works and He begins to work through His people 
Israel who end up in this extremely powerful country of that time, a place called 
Egypt.  And there in Egypt they are placed under hard labor and slavery.  It's an 

absolutely untenable position and as you enter into chapter 3 of Exodus you read words like they're 
groaning out under the weight and the burden and the pain of their experience there under their captors, 
and they're crying out to God, “Would you please help us?”  I'm probably connecting with some of you 
in just your own present position right now and the Bible's meant to do that.  And it is in that moment 
that God enters in and we have a scene that many of you have heard of many times—“the burning 
bush”—where God appears to Moses and says, “Moses, I want to use you to rescue My people who are 
in a bad spot.”   

And in the course of the back-and-forth, which you can read there, eventually Moses comes back to God 
and he says, “God, if I go to these people and I tell them that this is what we're gonna do and that I had a 
conversation with you, God, what do I say when they say What's his name?  Who told you this 
information?”  And in that moment God introduces Himself with His most personal name—pause there 
just a second.   

So Stephen mentioned a few moments ago that this weekend there was a women's conference here, 
packed out, just amazing things going on here.  It was just phenomenal.  I just was so excited to see what 
went on, and I'll tell you what, not only were there a lot of people that came to hear awesome speakers 
and to be a part of just an amazing weekend, but there were an insane amount of people for, really, 
months up to this time, but for the last week this place has been like this bustling place of people coming 
in and serving and doing things.  And even though it was a women's conference, even just an army of 
men showed up to set this up and then to tear this down.  There were people here all week long doing all 
sorts of things and here's one of the things that I noticed in the course that time is that people met each 
other.  And here's what happens, when you meet someone the very first thing that you do when you say, 
“Hi”– what comes next?  My name is… your name is.  “What's your name?”   
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Here in just a few minutes after this service, I invite you if you've never connected with us as a staff, as a 
church, would love to connect with you over here [points to his right] off the West Lobby, there's a glass 
room over there.  I'm gonna be in there with a bunch of the team and we just want to meet you because 
here's what we know is, you come into a place like this it's easy to get lost but this is a place of 
wonderful, wonderful, amazing, awesome people.  And the best thing to happen in this room is to enter 
into relationship with some of those wonderful, wonderful people, and the first thing that you do in order 
to enter into relationship with those wonderful, wonderful people is to find one or two or three or four 
and introduce yourself.  And when you do so, you introduce yourself by giving your most personal 
name, “Hi, my name is Lee.”  And in that moment I share who I am and my name. 

I say that because here in this moment Moses says to God, They ask me what your name is—we've got to 
get personal here because You're saying You're going to take us, You're gonna rescue us, You're gonna 
take us out of here—who do I tell them YOU is?   

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say 
to them?” 

~ EXODUS 3:13 

And this is what He says and if you're writing down something on your notes, just write down Exodus 
chapter 3, verse 14.  This is so huge.  

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: 
‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  

~ EXODUS 3:14 

God says His personal name and He says the words, “I AM.”  In speaking words such as that He 
indicates who He is—that He is the self-sufficient One, that He is 
self-existent, that He is immediately present, that He is not contingent on 
anyone or anything, on their activities or their whims, that He is ever present, 
that He is unchangeable.  And for those who are at chapter 3 at the very 
beginning these people in slavery, at wits’ end, being crushed by the slavery 
they find themselves in, God says you tell those people I AM.  It is the 

personal name of God.  That name, that I AM, gets carried throughout the Old Testament at least 4,000 
times—I didn't count them, fact check me, I read somewhere else it’s 7,000 times, I don't know, a lot—
where God introduces Himself personally to the people.  He is Jehovah Yahweh God.   

Now you may remember this that in the Ten Commandments the third commandment says, “Do not take 
the name of the Lord your God in vain.”1  The people at that time and the religious leaders at that time 
took this to the extreme for fear of messing up on this commandment and they didn't use the name.  And 
for the next 1,400 years they wouldn't as much as say the name of God for fear and reverence that they 
would mess it up.  Now that was a misapplication of the commandment.  What God was trying to get 
across is do not flippantly say this name.  Do not say it as a filler.  Do not say it in a negative light.  Do 
not say it and do anything other than lift up the name of God in its rightful place.  

My heart is heavy for you.  I’ve had a number of conversations this week and here’s what I understand, 
that some of the places, and I don’t even know if I should say some of the places, most of the places at  

                                                 
1 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.”  

~ EXODUS 20:7 
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which you work the name of God, the name of Jesus is taken in vain every day in 
such horrific ways.  And I've talked to a number of you this week who just say it just 
tears you apart, it breaks your heart of what you see and what you hear at work on a 
daily basis, how the name of Jesus is used.  It's used as a filler, it means nothing to so 
many.  It is used as just nastiness and you have to listen to that all day long.  I am so 
sorry that you have to go through that.  And I sure hope, I know it's so hard when 
you're surrounded by that all day, that the stuff you're hearing eventually ends up coming out of your 
own mouth and we don't even realize, we see it.  “OMG” is plastered over everything on Facebook.  It's 

become just sort of an expression that, again, has become meaningless.  And I'm so sorry 
that that is where God’s name and God's presence has been relegated to in our time.  And 
I'm so sorry that you have to listen to that and take that in every day, and I hope that it 
hasn't penetrated you and caused you to be at a place like that.  I hope it breaks your heart 

when you hear that.   

You see, when God’s name is mentioned 4,000 other times over the next 1,400 years in the Old 
Testament, God is saying His name because He wants you to know Him.  He wants to have a personal 
relationship with you.  He is a personal God and He makes Himself known to you.  For the next 1,400 
years they don't use that name.  This is a powerful moment, tell them that I AM sent you.  I just want that 
to sink in, I AM.  No modifier, nothing to explain that except I AM.   

Now, let's fast-forward 1,400 years.  I’ve mentioned this over the last couple weeks as we mentioned the 
Trinity.  We gave you a definition of the Trinity:  One God who eternally exists as three distinct and 
equal persons—Father, Son, and Spirit—who are each fully and equally God.  Two 
weeks ago we spoke about the Father.  Today we want to speak about the Son, Jesus.  
You talk to the average person in your world and in your orb and you speak that you 
love God, they're good with that.  For them God is some impersonal force.  God is 
maybe, some hope, that maybe something helps them along in their day.  You say, 
“Do you believe in God?”  “Sure, I'm not an atheist.  I'm fine with that.”  But when 

you say that you are a Christ follower, that you love Jesus, 
when you proclaim the name of Jesus, it's in that moment that you’re really shut 
down real fast.  They say that that's not appropriate to be said here in this 
workplace and in this environment; don't talk to me about that.  That's why this is 
such an incredibly highly opposed message.  Wherever you go the name of Jesus 
is such a powerful name that when you speak it, when you proclaim it, when you 

live it, Hell itself hates that. 

Fourteen hundred years I AM Jehovah God is not spoken, and then Jesus shows up on the scene.  You 
remember John's gospel?  Jesus had two very close friends, Peter and John, they were the closest to 
Him, and when John describes Jesus in John chapter 1 he says this and he refers to Him as the Word, he 
says: 

 “In the beginning was the Word,”  

— and speaking of Jesus as eternal, He was already there in the beginning — 

“and the Word was with God,”  

— and I want you to read this next line with me —  

“and the Word was God.” 
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1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

~ JOHN 1:1 

And what I want you to hear this morning is that Jesus IS God.  I want you to hear this:  That there are 
many, many religions who are okay with Jesus as a prophet, as a good teacher, as a philosopher.  There 
are many people that are fine that Jesus lived.  They’re okay that the historical record is clear that Jesus 
walked this earth, but they're not okay with the fact that Jesus is God.   

Let me pull all this together again.  Moses says who do I tell them is going to rescue you and deliver 
you?  Who is the rescuer?  And Yahweh God in His personal name responds, “Tell them that I AM sent 
you.”  They don't repeat that for 1,400 years until we get to John chapter 8, verse 58, and I'm going to 
start in verse 57 and read it to you.  Listen to what it says: 

57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 

— This isn’t possible! — 

[chuckles, hand/arm gestures and  
facial expressions that reflect disbelief]   

 

 

58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 

~ JOHN 8:57-58 

And it is in that moment they knew exactly what Jesus was saying.  They hadn’t said the word for 1,400 
years but in that moment by Him saying I AM, the same I AM that was said back there in Exodus 3 by 
Jehovah God, now Jesus is saying I AM and they know He is claiming to be God.  And it's from that 
moment on that the skids are greased to head Jesus straight to the cross. 

Now I gotta say, if at this point Jesus is not God and He's over-spoken and He's overstepped His bounds 
in this moment, He sees the look in their eyes, He sees the motion, He hears the whispers, He knows 
exactly what's going on.  If He is not God, if He is as some say, He's just a great teacher… a great 
philosopher… a good person… a moral leader… if He is just that and He sees that look in their eyes and 
He realizes exactly where this is headed, in that moment He goes, “Oh, guys, guys, guys, guys, guys, I 
need to retract that.  I think I need to rephrase that a little bit.  I think I sort of over-spoke there a 
moment.”  “Oh, okay, great.”  The newspaper sits there and rewrites it and says that He retracted.  
He.does.not.  And He doesn't stop there knowing full well the ramifications that this is going to lead to 
a cross.   

Remember, He came to go to the cross because it was only the shed blood of 
One who had never sinned, a perfect person who was God Himself, that 
could satisfy the wrath of God against my sins and your sins.  So He came 
to this earth knowing that that's where He was headed.  So when He says I 

AM and He proclaims, speaks out loud, something they wouldn't even speak 
out loud and claims to be God Himself, in that moment as one author2 has 
written so well, Jesus is either a lunatic, just totally crazed.  You know, 
you've heard of these people that think they're God and they run around and 
                                                 
2 Author is C. S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity  
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that normally doesn't last very long, by the way.  Eventually they die and no one remembers them 
anymore, or eventually they go to the top of a tall building and nothing happens and eventually the news 
coverage stops and everyone's like, “That guy’s crazy.”  OR He's a liar and what He says isn't true.  
He’s certainly, if He is not God, He's not a good teacher.  He's not a moral person.  He's not a great 
prophet like some would say.  He said He was God.  If He's not God, He's a liar and He's not good.  OR 
He is God and He is to be taken as Lord of your life.  And those are the only choices we are left with 
here this morning.  That's what we have to face up to.  That's what we have to consider today of who 
exactly He is. 

Colossians chapter 1, verse 15, says this and we covered this a couple weeks ago but I want to say it 
again: 

15 He is the image of the invisible God,  

You may remember that Jesus said to Philip you've seen me you have seen the Father.3  
He is the image of the invisible God.  We could discuss that that word image is the word 
in Greek “icon,” like the icons on our cell phone; when I see that [holds up his cell 
phone] I know what that really is, so I see Jesus I see God. 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  

— now listen to this — 

16 For by him all things were created,  

— I thought God created the heavens and the earth?  He did!  Jesus was there at creation.  He created. 

16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  

~ COLOSSIANS 1:15-18 

Everything centers around Jesus.  All of God dwells in Jesus.  When you speak of God, Jehovah God, 
you are speaking of Jesus.  Jesus is God.  He is everything.  We were created by Him.  We were for 
Him.  Our lives need to be constantly all about Him.  When we talk about Jesus we’re not just talking 
about a man.  We’re talking about a member of the Trinity, a person.  He’s not just a get-out-of-Hell free 
coin.  He’s not just a religious figure or a philosophical concept.  He is all in all. 

I want to just throw out a few takeaways on this, a couple reasons why this matters, and I want to get 
back to the whole name thing again.  Philippians chapter 2, verse 10, says 
this: 

10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

~ PHILIPPIANS 2:10-11 

                                                 
3 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  

~ JOHN 14:9 
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And we have a choice.  Someday every knee will bow—we can choose to bow now or we can choose to 
bow later, but every knee will bow.  The name of Jesus is powerful.  Thinking back to that Great I AM in 
Exodus, the God of the universe pursued us so that we can know Him.  The God of the universe, the 
Great I AM delivered His people there out of Egypt.  The Great I AM delivers us from our sins, from our 
slavery from sin—Wow!—and He pursues you today.   You gotta understand eternal life hinges upon 
Jesus being God.  That's why this is so opposed.  If Jesus is not God, 1st Corinthians 15 says we are lost 
in our sins because outside of being God He cannot step into our place and take our punishment on 
Himself,  And on top of that He cannot prove that He has accomplished that task by rising from the dead 
victorious over our sin.4  You don't want to put your trust in someone who hasn't gone to the grave and 
come back to tell you about it.  Our eternal life hinges on it. 

First John chapter 5, verse 20, says: 

20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we 
may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is 
the true God and eternal life. 

~ 1 JOHN 5:20 

You want eternal life?  You need Jesus. 

All right.  I'm gonna run through something really fast here.  I'm hoping that this will pull it all back 
together and the reason why I want to give you this is because there will be people that come knock at 
your door, namely the Jehovah Witnesses who do not believe in the Trinity, the Mormons who do not 
believe in the Trinity, and what I'm about ready to walk you through, if you ever have a Jehovah 

Witness show up at your door, you can take them to their New 
World Translation5 of their Bible and walk them through this and 
in so doing prove to them that Jesus is God—which they're not 
going to like.  But when you can prove to them that Jesus is God 
then you can say, “Are you willing to come to Jesus to get to 
God?”   

I heard this explanation for the first time, oh, probably 10 years 
ago.  We had an awesome speaker come to the church that I was 
at at that time and he just walked us through these three verses.  
I've actually added one based on, um, well, if you add one you're 
smarter.  Right?  [Laughter]  No, seriously, to sort of back up 
because of what I started with today, because I want to start out 

with Jehovah in the Old Testament.   

So in the Old Testament we see the name Jehovah mentioned over 4,000 times as I mentioned to you, 
and write down if you're writing this down because you're only going to have to write down four 
references and you can go back and you'll see this.  I'm gonna run these slides in front of you right now.  
Isaiah chapter 44, verse 6, I'm gonna put up on this screen right now.  Isaiah 44:6 says this, and this is 
what we've been reading all along: 

  

                                                 
4 See 1 Corinthians 15:12-35 
5 For more information, see https://www.gotquestions.org/New-World-Translation.html  

JOHN 1:1 
English Standard Version 
In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 
 
New World Translation (2013) 
In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
Word was a god. 
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– ISAIAH 44:6 – 

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION NEW WORLD TRANSLATION ( 2013) 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and 
his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:  

“I am the first and I am the last; besides me 
there is no god.” 

This is what Jehovah says, The King of 
Israel and his Repurchaser, Jehovah of 
armies: 
‘I am the first and I am the last. There is 
no God but me.’ 

Remember I told you throughout the Old Testament they weren't allowed to speak of this I AM, this 
personal name of God at all, and so they weren't able to say that.  Here it is mentioned in Isaiah 44:6.  
It's clear that whoever this I AM is is God and there is no other God than this I AM.   So we want to ask 
the question, and this is the question that you'd want to ask after you read these verses with them, is:  
Who is the first and the last?  So that'll be our question because if we can figure out who the first and the 
last is, who Jehovah God is, that'll help us drive straight to Jesus.  Does that make any sense?  Okay. 

Now we're gonna go to Revelation chapter 1, verse 8, which a lot of these people love to go to.  They 
love to go to the book of the Revelation.  Revelation is something that we all love to study and learn 
about, so Revelation chapter 1, verse 8, you're gonna hear this same language over and over again.  It's 
leading somewhere, write this down this, this is like key: 

– REVELATION 1:8 – 

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION NEW WORLD TRANSLATION ( 2013) 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, “who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty.” 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says 
Jehovah God, “the One who is and who 
was and who is coming, the Almighty.” 

You ask in that moment who is the first and the last?  He says “I am” – that's the same name we found 
all the way back in Exodus 3 at the beginning of our message today.  The same name that we met there 
in Isaiah that I just mentioned there.  Who is that I AM?  They're going to answer you and say, “Jehovah 
God.”  That's fine, we agreed on that a little bit ago, it's the personal name of God.  Let's move on.  Let's 
go to Revelation chapter 22, verse 13—by the way, I have each of these marked in my Bible so that I 
can get to them and remember this because this is just fascinating how simple this is.  Now in my Bible 
this is marked in red which means to us that Jesus spoke it, so I real quick get Oh, this is Jesus speaking.   
In their Bible it won't say that and they won't believe that that's the case, that's okay, don't get too upset 
yet.  So He says in verse 13, chapter 22, verse 13: 

– REVELATION 22:13 – 

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION NEW WORLD TRANSLATION ( 2013) 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end.” 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first 
and the last, the beginning and the end.” 

So we have this I AM again, we have Alpha and Omega, first and last, beginning and end, we're speaking 
of Jehovah God.  So we ask again, who is this first and last?  And the answer is very simple—Jehovah 
God.  That's really our third passage; the guy that was explaining it to us it was the second passage.   
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Let me take you to one last passage and I think it brings all this together.  It's fascinating and it's 
Revelation chapter 1, verse 17, and like I said, you’re going to have to go back and go through this a 
couple times in your head and this will all just make incredible sense.  Verse 17: 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last,  

And you stop there and you say, “Who's the first and the last?”  It’s the same answer it’s been all along, 
all the way from Isaiah where he says I am Jehovah God, the first and the last, to these other two 
passages, who's the first and the last?  Jehovah.  And then we read this, verse 18: 

18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 
Death and Hades. 

– REVELATION 1:17 & 18 –  

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION NEW WORLD TRANSLATION ( 2013) 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 
dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 
and the living one. I died, and behold I am 
alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 
Death and Hades. 

When I saw him, I fell as dead at his feet. 
And he laid his right hand on me and 
said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First 
and the Last, and the living one, and I 
became dead, but look! I am living 
forever and ever, and I have the keys of 
death and of the Grave. 

And it's in that moment we can ask them, “When did Jehovah die?”  And they don't know what to 
answer that question because the answer of that question is Jesus is God, and Jesus went to the cross and 
died for our sins to satisfy the Father and His holiness.  Jesus is God.  And here would be what I would 
ask you this morning:  Do you believe that?   

Jesus said I AM—and by the way, there were seven times in the book of John Jesus said I AM, so this just 
kept on coming and coming and coming—He says I AM the resurrection and the life, he who believes in 
me and lives in me will never die.6  And Jesus concludes it by saying what about you, do you believe 
that?  And if there's one thing I could just beg of everyone in this room today who is without Jesus—
there is no eternal life.  And if you have never put your faith and trust in Jesus alone for your salvation, 
I'm begging you just in the quiet of this moment right now to put your trust in Him. 

It was so cool to me to see so many of you last week not be willing to stay seated in your seat, to see so 
many of you say, “No, I'm taking that step.  I'm moving forward.”  And for some of us we have been 
just fine with the religion of all this stuff, the philosophy of this stuff, the theology of this stuff, but God 
is a personal God and He came in the person of Jesus Christ to give His life so that you can have life and 
He wants to have a personal relationship with you.  And you can have that relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ today.  And I believe it's as simple as a prayer, it’s just communicating with Him:  I 
believe that.  I want to put my trust in You.  I want to put my faith in You alone for my salvation. 

So I'm gonna close out with a word of prayer here and I'm just gonna give you that opportunity to do 
that very thing right now.  

  

                                                 
6 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 

and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”  ~ JOHN 11:25 
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Lord Jesus, 

I pray for each person in this room who just connects with it, it makes sense, they finally get it.  
They realize that this is absolutely crucial and this is big, and we come before You, the God of 
the universe and we just thank You that we can come to You personally; that You love us 
personally, that You came to rescue us.  That You are the I AM that rescued your people out of 
Egypt.  That You are the I AM that came to rescue us from our sin, in our slavery to sin, and the 
thing that was holding us back, the thing that was separating us from God. 

And so right now, Lord Jesus, there are many of us in this room saying maybe for the first time I 
believe in You.  I trust in You.  I put my life in your hands, my eternal life, my present life, in your 
hands because I do believe You are the resurrection and the life and I want to receive my life 
from You. 

And Lord, I just pray for those people that made that decision right now.  Nothing will ever be 
the same again because they are a child of yours, a child of the King; not because they came to 
church, not because they were a good person, but because they put their trust in You.  Lord 
Jesus, I pray that they would just feel the power of your Spirit pulsing through their life right 
now in a way that they've never felt before.  That they would tell someone and that You would 
begin to change their lives in a powerful dramatic way.   

We love you Jesus and it’s in your precious Holy Name we pray.  Amen.  

 

Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/295034846  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/QgSoTPfpPpU  
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