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I opened up my newsfeed this week and it jumped right off the page at me, it was like every article that I 
was looking at had something to do with death.  It was the theme throughout.  Measles coming back 
because people aren't getting vaccinated, so old 
diseases are coming back and new diseases are 
coming onto the scene.  Twenty-year anniversary 
of the shooting at Columbine on my feed.  
People starving in Venezuela.  The spray that we 
use to kill weeds is killing us now, and I even 
read that the new 5G towers that we all look 
forward to are going to kill us from cancer 
coming up.  You felt the separating power and 
loss that comes from death, and just last week a 
friend of mine called and said his mother had just 
passed away, far, far away, and it was a sudden, 
it was unexpected and I felt the tinge of the pain 
of that.  You don't have to walk around this world too much to realize that the smell and the stench of 
death falls even on conversations that we have, on broken relationships, and the pain of loss that is 
constantly around us.  

I opened up a magazine that was on my ottoman this week and I just opened it up and there in front of 
me, center page, it said “Five Books That You Need to Read on Death.”  It's as if it's before us all the 
time and I believe that it's before us all the time because it's the one thing that we can't figure out, the 
one thing we can't overcome, it's the one thing that we can't change.  I looked it up this week, the 
average age that people die today in America is 78.7, which I understand is down from what it is 
globally but our age is even lower, and here's the newsflash:  100 out of every 100 people die.  And the 
trouble is we have a problem and we can't solve it.  Many, many other problems, we're working on those 
problems, day by day we're getting closer to a solution, we're fixing things, we're figuring things out, but 
this thing called death we can't figure out.  And I don't see anyone with new answers on this bringing 
anything new to the table.  So I want to bring you an ancient story today but one that has held the test of 
time, and I want to start way back at the beginning of time.  I'm going to just give this to you really, 
really fast. 

When God creates mankind He has them in this garden, this perfect place, and He has 
perfect relationship with them.  He tells them there's one tree they can't eat from but 
guess what they do, they eat from that.  And in that moment they become separated 
from God and they fall, and that sin spreads to all humanity.  Then immediately, God, 
not wanting mankind to be separated from Himself, makes it very clear that He’s set 
into motion a plan to redeem mankind; that He would send a Messiah, that He would 
send a Savior.  

And sure enough after a passing of time God sends His own Son Jesus as a baby in a manger.  And that 
baby grows up in a family like we have, and that baby never sins even though Jesus 
was tempted in every way just as we are tempted.  He finally comes to a place where 
He begins His outreach to humanity to make His message known.  He tells them that 
He will forgive them, that He will die, that He will rise.  They don't quite grasp that, 
their mindset is you're a king, you're a savior, you're gonna come in and you're gonna 
take over, you're gonna reign, you're gonna rule, saviors don't die.  But He kept on 
saying it.   
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The other thing He kept on saying is that He is God and that would start to separate people.  And even 
the crowds that were following Him—seeing Him do miracles and healings and feeding people—
eventually they would begin to separate because He was claiming to 
be God.  And those people at that time, they were so upset by that, 
that blasphemy as they were to call it, that they hung Him on a cross 
even though the governor at that time six different times1 said, “I find 
no guilt in Him.”  Even though He had never sinned they insisted that He go to a cross, the 
very worst form of execution ever invented.  Invented before the crucifixion four hundred years prior to 
that by the Persians.  It was even so bad that the Romans would not even allow their own citizens to be 
crucified.  Three hundred years later Constantine would say no more and outlaw crucifixion, it was such 
a brutal, awful form of execution. 

On that cross Jesus hung and as He hung there He cried out, 
“Father, forgive them.”2  Because He came to forgive me, He 
came to forgive you, all those that came before us, all those who 
will come after us, He came to in one act—once and for all—take 
on Himself the sin of the entire world, to be our substitute in death 
that we deserved, and He died on that cross.  A professional 
executioner came and ran a spear into His side and then He was 
dead.  Jesus understands death.   

He had no place to be buried. He was a poor man, but a wealthy 
man seeing this said I want to change that because most of the 

time when someone had been crucified they'd be taken down off the cross and taken to the local dump 
and thrown on the pile and the birds would pick the body apart.  But a man by the name of Joseph of 
Arimathea didn't want that to happen.  He was a wealthy man, he was a secret follower of Jesus, and he 
goes to Pilate because he was afraid of the people that had crucified Jesus and so he goes to Pilate and 
says, “May I have His body?  I want to bury him in a new tomb that I have on my property.3  He was 
allowed to do so and he took the body of Jesus off of that cross.  And you can just picture him holding 
that body there in his hands, the lifeless body of Jesus Christ.   

The Scripture tells us that he took 75 pounds of embalming spices and placed them on Jesus.  He 
wrapped Him in linens tightly and placed Him into that tomb, and once he had placed Him into that 
tomb he rolled a great stone and he left.  It was over.  With 
Jesus in the tomb all of His followers scattered.  After all, the 
hopes and dreams that they had in Him and their faith, they also 
died, and they were behind that stone.  There was no one left to 
keep the dream alive, to continue the movement that had begun.  
They even began to ask themselves the question, “Was Jesus 
who He claimed to be?  Was He God, the One who said He 
would forgive sin?”  And they began to believe that that hardly 
could be because He was dead.  And Jesus’ ministry was based 
on something that He claimed, something He claimed that only 
He could do, and that was forgive sin.  And with His lifeless 
body in the tomb their hope was gone. 

                                                 
1  See Matthew 27:23, Mark 15:14, Luke 23:4, John 18:33, John 18:38, John 19:4, John 19:6 
2  And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  ~ LUKE 23:34 
3 See Matthew 27:57-60, Mark 15:42-43, Luke 23:50-56, John 19:38 

 “  him be crucified!” 
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There's a fascinating exchange that takes place in Matthew chapter 27.  Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were sitting there, sitting opposite of the tomb.  This is after Joseph of Arimathea had placed Him 
in the tomb and rolled the stone across.  Everything these two ladies, whose lives had been radically 
changed by the ministry of Jesus, everything that they believed, everything that they had staked their life 
on was over now, but the exchange that's fascinating in this passage is what continues next. 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said,  

— they just keep this line of thinking up that Jesus is not the real deal — 

while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’  

— By the way, it’s fascinating that all of His followers seemed to forget this.  You know how you have 
this one mindset that this is how it’s going to work out, and so they were picturing Him becoming a king 
and just taking over Rome and solving all the problems of the world.  That even though He said He was 
going to die, this what not what they were picturing.  But those who put Him onto that cross recognized 
He said that He was going to rise in three days, and so they begin to think, “Hey, listen, let’s order the 
tomb to be secure…” — 

64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go 
and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ 

— they wanted to protect from something taking place that wasn’t true — 

and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard 
of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made the tomb secure 
by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

~ MATTHEW 27:62-66 

And that guard was there at the scene that was cordoned off by Rome itself.  Anything happens there in 
that scene that isn't supposed to happen, it's on them, their life is at stake.  Now you and I understand 
that any other religious leader it seems fine to people to walk by a grave and to stand there and be in awe 
that their religious leader is in that grave.  For me that's not okay.  To have a dead religious leader is not 
okay.  First Corinthians 15:17 says this: 

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:17 

And so what happens?  I want to read to you right from God's Word because that's what's powerful.  I 
want to read to you what has transformed the lives of millions in every generation who have heard this 
story and somehow it has gotten straight to their heart and transformed them.  I'm not asking you if you 
can, I don't know if you can this morning; if this is not new to you, if you can hear it like you're hearing 
it for the first time, listen to these words, Matthew 28 ,verse 1: 

1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear 
of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  

~ MATTHEW 28:1-5 
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— here it is everyone — 

6 He is not here, for he has risen,  

[Applause] 

— The greatest words ever spoken!  The reason that we’re here today — 

as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that 
he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there 
they will see me.” 

~ MATTHEW 28:6-10 

Here's what you have to hear:  For all of you who understand and 
get this issue with death, Jesus crossed over the line of death.  He 
went to the other side and He came back.  He is the only one that 
we can say that about.  Listen, wherever you land on this, don't 
trust your life after death to anyone who has not had life after 
death.  Only trust your life after death to the One who rose to life 
after death.   

I would expect that in a room with this many people there's 
some, maybe a bunch of you, who when you hear that, as much 
as you want to believe it, there's something about your intellect 
that says, I'm not sure that I can believe that; I struggle with that.  
I agree.  I agree with you.  That was 2,000 years ago.  That's a 
long time and it takes an awful lot of faith to believe that.  And 
who knows what's transpired over that time.  And why would 
God leave Heaven to come to us?  And why a cross?  And why a 
tomb?  And why can one Man take on the sins of a whole world 
for all time on Himself?  I agree, it takes a lot of faith.  BUT – if 
I may – may I speak to a moment about the contemporary 
situation that was going on after Jesus rose?   

You see, everyone in that area knew where this tomb was.  They knew about.  If anyone had gone to that 
tomb and found Him still buried there, they would have come back and told everyone, “He's still in 
there.  I don't know why they're all saying otherwise.”  I think it would have shot things down.  It would 
have come to a stop really, really fast.  You see, the contemporary situation was it was undeniable that 
He rose.  Even for those of us who doubt we can connect with a guy by the name of Thomas.  He's got 
the first name in our minds of doubting, that's just who he was.  He comes to Jesus as many did during 
those 40 days and Jesus gives him the opportunity to put his hands in the holes in His hands and the hole 
in His side, and when Thomas sees this he steps back and he says, “My Lord and my God.”4  

Now, another picture of what was taken in that time.  There were many who had been hiding in fear, the 
followers of Jesus, that after He died they realized, “I'm connected with Him; anyone finds me they  

                                                 
4  See John 20:24-29 
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might do the same thing to me.”  And, I mean, they fled, they were out of there, they were gone.  But 
when all of a sudden the word starts getting around that He's alive, these followers they respond 
differently.  All of a sudden they go from being really fearful to being very bold and very outspoken 
because all of a sudden they know [INAUDIBLE 0:12:44.9] this is real.  I’m gonna just tell it.  And they don’t 
have to deal with it because Jesus was showing Himself to people for 40 days that believed, people that 
didn't believe.  It's amazing what facts will do to take away our fear. 

Many of us have been through something in our life that before we went through it if someone had said 
we were gonna go through that we'd have been scared to death of that thing, it would have been 
overwhelming.  Now on the other side of it we look back if someone brings that up we go, “Listen, I've 
been there, I've done that.  If I can go through that, I'm not afraid anymore.  It's not a big deal anymore.”  
We understand that kind of reality.  For the disciples this became their reality with death.  They realized 
that Jesus had stepped over the line of death and came back, that Jesus had overcome death.  If He can 
overcome death, so can I.  It has been beat, it has been won, fear gone.   

Not only was it common knowledge among all the people, but think about those guards that had been 
guarding the tomb; specifically those that were there at the moment of that earthquake and the stone 
being rolled back and the angel showing up and all that took place there.  Imagine what those guards 
would have done.  You’d be going out and you'd say, “You'll never believe what I saw.”  You’d tell the 
other guys that you work with, you’d tell all your commanders, you’d tell your family, you’d tell your 
friends, you’d tell your neighbors, “You'll never believe what I saw,” and they explain it and talk about 
it.  That's how we know about it today; that news spread rapidly.   

Probably in our lives the hardest people that we have in our lives oftentimes to convince of something is 
our family, sometimes the most difficult relationships are found in our family.  And after the 
resurrection Jesus’ brothers would stand up and state that He was God.  You don't say that about your 
brother if you don't believe it.  And these guys went out boldly shouting it out.  Even Jesus’ mother one 
other time is mentioned in Scripture and she is there with the followers of Jesus believing in what Jesus 
did.5   

Keep on going.  For three thousand years when God's people would meet they would worship on a 
Saturday, but all of a sudden that transformed, that changed.  It moved from being on Saturday to 
Sunday.  Why?  So that they could celebrate this pivotal time, this change when Jesus rose from the 

dead.  They would get together like we are today every week of 
the year, every year from then to this day to celebrate that Jesus is 
alive.  That's why it was moved to the first day of the week; it 
changed the day of worship for God's people.  Jesus was the most 
significant and most important person to ever live.  There has 
never been a movement like the movement that Jesus started. 

Now I understand, today there are those people who look really smart and they have a way of talking 
very intelligent-like and they say words and they talk in ways that sound really authoritative.  And they 
throw out all sorts of question marks about the faith and why we can't be sure about what this happened 
and so-and-so said this and this is not sure, and they throw doubt on the faith.  We oftentimes watch 
them as talking heads on TV.  But, I have to tell you this:  How is it that something that isn't real, that is 
a fake, makes it for 2,000 years?  That people are still gathering en masse all over the world today?  In 
fact, there are more believers today than has ever been on the face of the earth gathering today to talk 
about this.  You and I know there are things that come and they go.  All of a sudden something’s real 

                                                 
5 See Acts 1 & 2 

Jesus was the most 
important person  

to ever live. 
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popular and you see it just constantly in a lot of the health kicks that we get on and people that we 
follow and this kind of stuff, and then something comes up and that's over and done.  But this Jesus 
thing has not come to an end—it's because it is true. 

Now some would say you know what, you know, this is a fairly big leap intellectually.  A lot of smart 
people in this room, a lot of very educated people in this room, we have the opportunity to do a lot of 
reading and we study everything that we try to figure out and try to solve and we work through it.  And 
so that intellectual end of this may cause us to struggle a little bit.  Now I'm gonna just say this out loud 
before I say what I'm about to say is I do agree, this takes a lot of faith to believe—and God's gonna give 
you that faith to believe.  But after all, are you telling me that you don't live by faith all day long every 
day?  There's a lot of things we put our faith on every day.  For us, we will put our faith in Jesus for our 
eternity.  But hear me, of all the people that have ever lived that we know about, that we talk about, that 
we study in history, those ancient manuscripts, historians will tell you that those people are verified 
based on, like, in a really good case scenario – 12 manuscripts.  People that have lived in antiquity, 
books that have been written into antiquity, we know they're legit by about 12 manuscripts.  For Jesus, 
He is mentioned in over 8,000 and we continue to find more and more evidence.  It's not up for 
discussion.  It's one of those things that has been firmly decided and people are convinced of.  Here's the 
deal:  The resurrection changed everything.  There were no believers until the resurrection, and you 
would say how else other than the resurrection?  Can you describe something that is still going on 2,000 
years later? 

Jesus Christ is the linchpin of our faith.  No other person can make that claim.  No other event like the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ has changed the world more.  We can learn about a lot of things, we can 
study them, we can keep on advancing in them, but there's one thing that we cannot figure out and that is 
how to get to the other side of the grave and get back to solve this thing called death.  Again, only trust 
your life after death to the One who rose to life after death. 

Listen to these words from 1st Corinthians chapter 15, verse 26: 

26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:26 

Jesus, in the book of John, chapter 11, speaks these words.  He says this —and I want you to hear this 
clearly—He says: 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.  

— and he concludes by saying — 

Do you believe this?” 

~ JOHN 11:25b-26 

Whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.  There's the answer to death—to live and believe in 
Jesus.  Probably the big question that we're asking right now is the question of what happens on the 
other side of the line of death, of eternity.  But even 
when He says here “whoever lives and believes in me.” 
I just want to say from personal experience, the thing 
that's been so awesome about following Jesus—when 
you realize that He is the One who is the resurrection 
and the life, He's the One who gives us eternal life and 

Whoever lives and believes in Me  
will never die. 

DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 
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you believe in that—all of a sudden you say, “Wait a minute.  Did He have anything else to say about 
life?”  And you begin digging in this Book (Bible) to find out what He said.  And when you start finding 
out what He said and how to live life, you go, “I want more of that.  I want more of that.  I want more of 
that.”  And that's what keeps us together, talking constantly, and why you'll hear us say having Bible 
studies and talking together among ourselves about Jesus because we want to find out what else did He 
say, what else did He say, I want to live my life by that.   And what I found is when I live my life 
according to those ways things go a whole lot better. 

Next week we're gonna start a new series and it's called NEW BEGINNINGS and we've been studying 
through the book of Romans.  And when you get to Romans chapter 5 there's a pivot point that 

happened at the end of chapter 4; it said Jesus brought about our forgiveness 
of sin because of His death.  And then it says because of His resurrection He 
brought us justification.  In other words, making us right with God.  This 
whole resurrection thing makes us right with God, so we no longer have to 
be separated from Him.  But here's the cool thing, and we'll introduce this 
next week, but it begins to show you what living in Jesus looks like.  
Romans chapter 5, verse 1, says this: 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

~ ROMANS 5:1 

I don’t know about you, but everywhere I go I just find people going, “I just want some peace.”  I mean, 
that would go everywhere from peace and quiet for a moment to peace in relationships to world peace 
to, “I just want things to be right between me and God.”  And we're told we can have that through Jesus 
Christ.  And so here's what I'm going to ask of you today that you would decide to believe in Jesus, to 
put your faith and trust in Him alone for your salvation.  Are you ready to do that today? 

Now, I'm pretty sure there are some in this room that are ready to do that today and I would just say 
there's a reason that God brought you here today.  There are a whole lot of things that had to happen to 
make that even possible, and the reason why you're feeling so drawn to that is because God's Spirit is 
powerful.  This isn't my words, this is God's Spirit moving in your life; there are spiritual things going 
on in this room.   

But while I say that I just also want to say here's something I've noticed:  If someone really wants to 
connect with God, even if you're not sure right now, some things just 
aren't quite clicking right now, would you just pray this prayer today:  
“God, would you show yourself to me?”  And if He hasn't yet today, 
would you pray that again tomorrow morning, “God, would You show 
yourself to me?  Would You make yourself known?”  And if He doesn't 
show you, keep doing that and just make it your thing to pray, “Jesus, 
would You make yourself known to me?  Would you please, please, please make 
yourself known to me?”  And I have seen over and over people say, “I prayed that prayer and all of a 
sudden it came to me and it made sense.”   

But if you are ready today, here's what I think:  Things of eternal significance we don't want to wait on.  
When you talk about that line that I don't get to God unless I know for certain that I put my trust in Jesus 
who can take me across that line, I don't want to take a risk of going any further without Him.  And I 
would love for you to decide today to follow Jesus.  Just decide, “I'm in.”  And I believe it's as simple as 
saying, “Jesus, forgive me of my sins.  Come into my life.”   saying a prayer, “Jesus, I believe in 
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You.  Would You forgive me of my sins?”  So I'm just asking you to bow your head right now.  If you 
feel led in your own heart right now just to say that to Jesus, “Wow, what You did to die on the cross for 
my sins, and that You rose from the dead – I believe.  You ask if I believe, I believe that.  I believe in 
your Son, Jesus Christ alone was my substitute.  He took my punishment.  Thank you for forgiving my 
sins.  I believe in You, Jesus.”  The Scripture says you've moved from death into life6 and you now have 
eternal life. 

[Closing Prayer] 

Lord God,  

I thank You for all those who have made that decision today.  Lord, I thank You for the honesty 
of those who are saying, “I gotta ask You to show yourself to me.”  So Lord, I would pray for 
those people that are just not quite sure there yet, but I pray that this week You would show 
yourself to them.  

It's in Your Name we pray.  Amen.  

 
Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/331673000  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/zk7hV-P-Ndk  
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6 ”Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but 

has passed from death to life.”  ~ JOHN 5:24 


