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So I hope you have your Bibles with you this morning.  If you don't have a Bible, we always have Bibles 
on the back table, you can grab one and use it while you're here.  If you want to take it home because 
you don't have one, it's yours.  If you want to give one to someone, just take it, put their name in it.  We 
want you to be opening up your Bible and reading it.  We’re excited to be a place that focuses in on The 
Book every week.  

Now that’s like really big this morning and here is why:  We're going to Romans Chapter 9.  And for 
those of you been with us every week traveling along with us, you know 
that we've been just going through each of these chapters of the book of 
Romans.  And when we get to Chapter 9 of Romans we find ourselves 
in a chapter that, like, there have been more books written about this 
chapter; there have been more people who have sat around late at night 
debating this chapter; there have been more people confused by this 
chapter than just about any other chapter of the Bible that you can come 
up with.   

There are even dead guys whose names are related to this chapter, their whole system, theological 
systems were wrapped around these dead guys’ names.  Here's what I want to leave you with today:  I 
want us to come to this chapter as if we have never heard of any of those dead guys.  And some of you 
guys are Googling it right now, who are the dead guys related to Chapter 9?  Don't even worry about it.  
I want us to come to this as if we are the original readers that the Apostle Paul is writing to in Rome.  
Remember, a church with Gentile believers and Jewish believers trying to figure out this salvation by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ, and I would love for us today to come at this afresh and anew.   

So what I'm gonna do today is I'm gonna read Romans Chapter 9, the whole thing, because I am 
convinced that the Word of God is powerful and I would like you to hear it and I'm gonna just give just 
a little bit of commentary as we go through it, but for the most part I just want you to hear God's Word 
and let it fall on you.  If you want to read along, you can open up your Bibles to Romans 9 and follow 
along.  If you would prefer to just listen, that's fine.  If you have something electronic that you want to 
read it on, feel free to do so.  But I'm just gonna read this now, remember, he's writing this to a church of 
Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians and as he's been going through this book he takes a little time 
out to have a side conversation with the Jewish people that are in that church because he understands as 
he's walking through the arguments of this book that there are moments when he has to sort of have a 
side conversation, that's what this is.  So if you have your Bibles or you just want to listen, that's fine, 
this is what Paul says: 

1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in 
the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I 
could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 
5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, 
who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

~ ROMANS 9:1-5 

Here’s what he’s saying, he says I love my people, I love the Jewish people, I love the Jewish race.  And 
he says I want them to come to faith in Jesus Christ so bad that he says I would go to Hell if that would 
allow them to have the opportunity to meet Jesus and go to Heaven.  He says these are lovely people that 
God has blessed by giving them His Book, by giving them His law, by giving them the covenant, and 
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even down to their very ancestors, people that God had chosen.  And he says I just want them to meet 
Jesus.  He says but I know they haven’t. 

Verse 6: 

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his 
offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”  

— Now, you remember, Abraham had more than one son and only one of those sons was the son of 
promise.  So just because you’re a child of Abraham doesn’t get you in, but that’s what they were pretty 
convinced of is, “Hey, we’re from Abraham, we’re in; we’re in with God.”  And he says, “No, it’s not 
that way.” 

8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the 
children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: 
“About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, 
but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac,  

— the son of promise — 

11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that 
God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who 
calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated.” 

— Are you starting to see why this is a difficult chapter?  Verse 14: 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he says 
to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on 
God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have 
raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed 
in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens 
whomever he wills. 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 
20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to 
make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable 
use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make 
known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 
glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?  
25 As indeed he says in Hosea, 

~ ROMANS 9:6-25a 

— So now what he’s going to do is he’s going to draw their attention to the Scriptures that they knew so 
well.  So he’s going to say, “Hey, listen, you were told that the Gentiles were going to get the 
opportunity.”  You know they were just depending on their works and what they had accomplished, and 
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so they’re looking at the Gentiles getting this opportunity by faith and they’re going, “Something’s 
wrong here.”  He goes, “Hey, listen, even Hosea, the prophet you had studied said the same thing.” 

“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I 
will call ‘beloved.’” 
26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they 
will be called ‘sons of the living God.’” 

— the prophet Isaiah in the Old Testament of your Bible — 

27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as 
the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry out his 
sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” 29 And as Isaiah predicted,  

— here he writes what Isaiah said — 

“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and 
become like Gomorrah.” 
30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained 
it,  

— in other words, Gentiles that didn’t just do a bunch of works get righteousness? — 

that is, a righteousness that is by faith;  

— That’s what this whole Book is teaching us, it’s not by your works, it’s by faith alone in Jesus.  
Verse 31: 

31 but that Israel  

— this was the pushback always, and even in our time it’s our own works — 

who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.  

— because you can’t ever fulfill it perfectly — 

32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They 
have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

~ ROMANS 9:25b-33 

Believes in Jesus—they were looking for a conquering Messiah, they were not looking for a suffering 
Savior.  Which sort of leads me to something that—so Chapters 9, 10 & 11 in the book of Romans sort 
of fit together in a package and they're not they're not really easy chapters to work through as I started 
sharing with you a moment ago.  Chapter 8, as you picked up last week, is this unbelievable crescendo 
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in the book of Romans.  We ended with it last week—everything and nothing—everything works out for 
the good to those who love God, nothing will separate you from God.  And we're standing there at the 
end of the message people were saying, “That's what we needed to hear.  Everything works for the good, 
nothing will separate us.”   

Well, you remember also when we describe what is good we look down just to the verse below that—
always look in context because we’ve got to find out what God's definition of good is—our definition of 
good may be – “I get this…”  “I get healed from this….”  “I get provided this…”  And so we have a 
definition of good but we don't know if that's God's definition of good.  And right in the verse below it 
that says everything works out for good it says we are predestined, we are given a destination as children 
of God to become like Jesus.  So good in God's definition is that we would become like Jesus. 

Earlier on in that same chapter, the week before we studied another passage, it's probably in a lot of your 
top five verses that you just love.  It's one of these passages that when you hear it there's this the feeling 
that comes across you that says, “Thank you, God.”  And let me just read this in Chapter 8, it's in 
Chapter 8, verse 15, and it goes to a lot of what we were even singing this morning:  

15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons,  

— God's adopted you as his son — 

by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

—And there's this feeling that when all the world is crushing into you, when there's fears around you, 
that you can crawl up on the lap of Daddy, God, and say, “Father God,” and He's there and He loves 
you.  And he goes on to say this:  

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  

— Because the enemy is always going, “You’re not God’s child,” “You’re not good enough,” “You’re 
not right,” “You messed up in this way.”  And he says, no, the Spirit of God you receive when you put 
your trust in Jesus alone for your salvation.  The Spirit of God is screaming inside of you that you are 
His child.  And it says this: 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 

— In other words, you get all of the promises God has offered to you, and you go, “Yes!  Thank you, 
God!  I love this passage!”  And then it says: 

provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

~ ROMANS 8:15-17 

Now the week that we preached this I did read that—but I have to tell you what, I didn't go there.  You 
and I don't want to go there.  I want to become more like Jesus.  I want to crawl up in the lap of holy 
God when I'm fearful.  I want to be an heir of the promise.  Uh, let's just not chat about the “provided we 
suffer with him” piece.  But quite truthfully when I read that I go, “That's the part that's a little bit hard 
to understand.”  So remember this, when he says at the end of this chapter that good is looking like 
Jesus, I think our natural response to that is I think that's good.  I think that, you know, I want to be more 
like Jesus.  Hopefully, I'll be kinder.  Hopefully, I'll be more forgiving.  Hopefully, I'll be more merciful.  
Hopefully be more loving.  I get it—but suffer like Jesus?  Well, He already died on the cross.  Maybe 
that was for then, I don't necessarily have to suffer with Him here, but here it says “provided we suffer” 
like Jesus.   
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If you're asking me my favorite passage of Scripture, oftentimes it's just whatever I'm reading today, it’s 
just this coming in full high-definition for me and I would probably share that to you.  On the other 
hand, very often most of the time if you pushed me and said, “What is your favorite Scripture in the 
Bible?”  I would tell you that it is Philippians Chapter 3, verse 10.  
And Philippians Chapter 3, verse 10, is written by the same guy 
that's writing Romans, the Apostle Paul, and he states something 
here that is his highest ambition, it’s his highest desire, it is what 
he longs for in life.  He says in Philippians 3:10, “that I may 
know him.”  That’s what he wants.  Isn’t that very close to the 
“What is good?” —that I might look like Jesus, that I might 
become like Jesus?   

So Paul is saying this is what I want, this is the good that I long 
for in my life, that I may know Him.  And then he gives a number 
of things under that that sort of described what that knowing 
Jesus, looking like Jesus is.  The first one is pretty cool.  It says 
“and the power of his resurrection.”  Now remember why that 
matters; the Spirit of God is the one who brought Jesus out of the 
grave.  You talk about resurrection power, that's the power of the 
Spirit of God.  Wouldn't you like to have that in your life?  You 
do.  The moment you put your trust in Jesus as your Savior, the 
Holy Spirit of God came into your life, you have resurrection 
power.  You want to know Jesus?  You have the Spirit of God, you have resurrection power.  That's why 
the Apostle Paul says, “I want to know him and I want to have the power of resurrection.  And then it 
says this, “and that I may share in his sufferings.”  [Sigh]  Don't want to go there.  That somehow 
knowing Jesus, that being like Jesus is somehow being connected with those sufferings.  That in those 
moments of suffering we ought to be able to say, “I can grab on to you, Jesus, You know those 
sufferings.”  And in fact, I'm sharing in those sufferings.  And then he wraps up and he says, “becoming 
like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.” 

Here's the principle, and I want to share with you a spiritual principle:  God is working everything—the 
good things and the bad things—to make me look more like Jesus.  And even when He's working the 
bad things to make me look more like Jesus, that's a good thing.  That I may know Him, power of His 
resurrection, in fellowship of His sufferings, God is working the good things and the bad things to make 
me look more like Jesus.  I think most of us would probably say, “Okay, I'm okay with that.  I think I'm 
okay with that.  I don't really, like, I’m not thrilled with that but I am okay with that.”   But I think 
there's this question that comes out, BUT… and we like have big, big troublesome hard God-questions to 
ask next. 

So if I were to ask you what is the biggest question that you wish you could ask God, if you were to die 
right now and you're standing before God, “God, I have a question.  Why did—” what would that be? 
And I was gonna, I thought it'd be cool to open it up right now and just have you throw out those 
questions in here, but I thought some of you might talk longer than I'm gonna talk this morning and I 
just thought it was too risky, so I just decided to nix that.  I was with our worship team yesterday and we 
just had this really cool conversation.  I opened up that question and probably for the next hour we 
shared our hearts and the sharing of our hearts in answering this question just opened up this Scripture 
and we just started talking back and forth and some really cool stuff came out of it.  In fact, some of the 
thoughts I'm sharing today it came out of that talk. 

Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends 
on faith – that I may know him and 
the power of his resurrection, and 
may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, that by any 
means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.   

 PHILIPPIANS 3:8-11 
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Romans chapter 9, here are the questions that the worship team yesterday asked.  
Why did people in the Bible get struck down for such small offenses?  Now let's go 
real global and big picture, they asked why war, why terrorism, why 9/11?  They 
asked why did 12 people this week get killed in Virginia Beach?  Why have there 
been so many church bombings and shootings?  What are the answers to these 
questions?   

Bring it here close and just go as far as across the street here to our high school, why have so many 
committed suicide in our high school this year?  This got really close and personal for some of the 
people in the room, and I'm sure it will get close and personal with you.  Why do so many people who 
want kids find themselves not able to have kids?  And almost as quick as they asked that question they 
came back with this question:  Why is it that people that don't want kids seem to be able to have kids 
easily and many of them even kill those kids?  And this one drove home close:  Why is an 11-year-old 
boy dying with leukemia?  Oh, guys, this is getting heavy right now.  So they gave me this one so I'm 
just gonna break up this tension for a moment:  Why is it that I want Chick-fil-A so bad on Sundays?  
[Laughter]  Okay, take a deep breath, I'm not done with all their questions but that's a good one.  We'll 
have to ask God that someday.  

Why were certain diseases not cured sooner?  Why would God allow the one you love so much to leave 
this Earth so early?  Why are there so many children born with disabilities?  And they gave me another 
light one:  Why do things that are so sweet taste so good when they're so bad for you?  All of you 
dentists in the room appreciate that our worship team cares about that question.  Why do people have to 
work in sweatshops for low, low wages so that we can carry iPhones?  Why is there still racism?  And 
here's what I would ask you right now to just pause for a second and—what is your question?  Got it?  

Maybe it's one of those but I'm guessing it's probably not one of those, it’s probably something else 
that's very personal with you that is on your heart.  It is the big question that you could ask God.  And so 
when we say God uses good things and God uses bad things to make you look more like Jesus, you're 
okay until all of a sudden you say this question and you're going, “I don't know how that can be okay.”  
Okay?  You got it?  I want to pray for you in this.  I want to care for you very specifically on this.  I 
want to bring this before God because these are big questions and He can handle them.  And I'm gonna 
start a little more global and I'm gonna pray a little broader to begin with and then I'm gonna come down 
to you, so if you would, would you just bow your head?  I want to pray for you right now. 

Lord Jesus, 

As we read these questions we are reminded of the enormity of the issues in our world, 
geopolitical issues that are just beyond our understanding, our comprehension.  We have 
opinions, we have thoughts, and we even ignore certain things, and we are overwhelmed by the 
issues of this world.  And even the word we got two days ago of these 12 that lost their lives in 
Virginia Beach, for their families and their loved ones, and the incredible ramifications that this 
brings to so many families.  We think right now of the police chief in that town, the head 
investigators, the mayor of that town, the governor of that state, we're told in 1st Timothy 2:1-2 
to pray for rulers and leaders in authority, and it's in these moments that they are faced with the 
hardest things and it only exacerbates so many other issues.   

And so Jesus, I pray that You would be with them; for our President Donald Trump as he leads 
our country.  Lord God, for each of these leaders and the leaders of our state, in our city, Lord 
God, that they would turn to you.  That they would recognize these things are beyond them, that 
these things are bigger than them, and that they need your help.  And I pray, Lord Jesus, this 
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morning that the leaders of our state, in our city, in our country, would turn their eyes towards 
You and put their faith and trust in You completely and call upon Your Name for help.  

Lord God, it's easy for us to ask for You to do that for them because we see their need to do that, 
but I'm gonna pray for each one in this room right now who is struggling over that big question 
that we just nailed down a moment ago.  And I would ask that over these next couple minutes 
Your Spirit would touch each one in a very specific way, and that You would administer to each 
one of us in a tender way that only You can.  And that we grab hold of your dear Son Jesus and 
that before we leave here today that we would find Him to be enough.  And that You would heal 
wounds, and that You would begin to give us a path forward in our life beyond this pain that we 
feel right now. 

In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

When those big questions come into my life there is a biblical word or concept that has been very 
meaningful to me that I believe is presented in this passage and the word is this—it's sovereignty. 
Basically this is what sovereignty means is God's in charge, God is big—oh, oh, take big and make it 
bigger, create that to the power of bigger and then go bigger—that's God.  He's always right.  He's 
always in control.  He's always in charge and He knows everything.  I tried to begin to allow the fact that 
God is sovereign over all of creation, over all of the ways of man, nothing is catching Him by surprise, 
He gets it all.  And because of that, because of who He is, God does what God does.  The sovereignty of 
God.  The problem is, we're in this constant tension that we face where we think we're sovereign.  We're 
pretty convinced we understand everything in the universe.  We're pretty convinced that we have the 
answers and we can't understand why He's doing it differently or as, in our opinion, turned His head and 
ignored it all. 

I wrote up on the screen in that sovereignty that we think we 
have is I do what I do.  Now here's the problem with that.  If 
you've been hanging out with us through the book of Romans 
and you think of this argument that he started with at the very 
beginning and has been walking us through very logically, at the 
very beginning of the book he says you are sinners and you 
deserve judgment.  And there was this little piece of response 
that first round of you are sinners to no, yeah, a lot of people are, 

but not me.  And he comes back again and he comes to another group of people and he says to the moral 
people, “You're sinners and you deserve judgment.”  And after he explained it all a little bit we're like, 
“Okay, I get that, but that's not me.”  And then he comes back and he comes back for another round to 
the religious people and he says, “You're sinners.”  And everyone says, “In other words, we're all under 
judgment.  We're all condemned.”  And when we realize that we're sinners we realize that because of 
that sin I do what I do. 

I was thinking about putting this big red warning 
sign up on the screen to start flashing right now.  
Warning!  Warning!  Warning!  Warning!  You 
see, we have this word we love in our world and 
it's “fair.”  We struggle with it even when we're 
raising our own kids and everything has to be 
fair, and so we go, “God's not fair in this 
situation.”  “Why I'm having to deal with this 
right now is not fair.  I should never have to deal 

Sovereignty 
God does what God does 

I do what I do 

Who’s right? 
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with that.”  And one of the things we have to recognize in 
the midst this is IF we were treated with fairness, if God 
were to give us what we deserve—we would all get 
judgment.  The only reason that we can go beyond that is the 
mercy and the grace and the love of God in our lives.   

So the spiritual principle of sovereignty is God does what 
God does and the problem is – we do what we do.  And the 
Apostle Paul says here's what happened is we get this 
understanding that yes, I'm a sinner.  By Chapter 5 we recognize if I put my faith and trust in Jesus alone 
I can be saved and I can have the Holy Spirit of God in my life and I can be changed and I can become a 
new person.  And then Paul says by Chapter 7, he says oh, what a wretched man I am!  How is it that the 
things I want to do I don't do, and the things I don't want to do I end up doing.  Oh, what a wretched man 
I am he cries out, and it's because of this:  We're not in Heaven yet.  And as long as we stand on this 
Earth, as long as we live on this place, we're going to find this in ourselves that we carry around this 
body of death.  We carry around this sin nature and we're constantly being yanked to it.  And so day by 
day we make choices and the choice is this:  I'm in charge.  I'm sovereign.  I do what I do.  And we go 
back to the sin nature.  Or we go, “God is God, He does what He does.  He's right.  He's in charge.  I 
trust Him.”  That's really hard.  It's a hard tension for each of us.   

And I'll tell you where it gets even harder.  When we read through this chapter, where we see stuff that 
doesn't make sense.  We came up here a minute ago with our list, you have your list of the stuff that 
doesn't make sense.  Add one more, you found it in this text, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  I don't 
care what you do with those words in the Greek language or the original language, they're strong words.  
They're strong words then, they're strong words now.  Again,  our sense of fairness says, “I don't get it.  
How can that be the case?  How can God say that?” 

We look at Esau.  Esau did what Esau did.  He's a wicked fornicator.  You look at Ishmael.  You know 
you have Isaac, but you have also have Ishmael.  Ishmael, the guy that rejects God and chose, “I don't 
want to do what God asks.”  In verse 14, again, put that on your list, I mean, it's like we struggle getting 
that and yet we recognize the one say, “I'll do, God, what You want to do.  God does what God does.  I'll 
trust You in that.”  The other one says, “I'll do what I do and I make my decisions based on that, and I 
reject you, God.”  But if you look down to verse 14 we read these words: 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part?  

— and he says — 

By no means! 15 For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human 
will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.  

— Verse 17 he says, well, what about Pharaoh?  You remember Pharaoh?  The guy that was holding the 
people of God in Egypt.  Moses went and said, “Let my people go,” and “Let my people go,” and finally 
God hardens his [Pharaoh’s] heart.  He refers to this here in verse 17.  He says: 

17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I 
might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  

~ ROMANS 9:14-17 
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The words “raised you up” means to play a part.  In other words, God says regardless what role you 
play, whatever part you're going to play, I am going to use that part to bring glory to My Name.  So it's 
not just when you say “Yes” to God and you say “I'll do it your way” that now God can be glorified, we 
are all actors in this huge play.  We're all part of what is going on here and we're playing a part.  And 
God says, “I am going to use whatever is going on in your world, whatever part you happen to be 
playing today, to bring glory to My Name.”  The choice is do we allow the evil thing in our life to be 
that, or do we let the good thing be in our life?  The thing that we say is God's working all things out for 
the good to make us look more like Jesus, the good things and the bad things.  And he says you're 
playing a part and as you play that part play it well because it's bringing glory to God. 

I would go so far as to say, you know, Pharaoh says, “I'm gonna harden my heart against God.”  We 
have a choice today:  Do we harden our heart against God, or do we respond to Him?  For me, I want to 
respond to Him.  I want to say “Yes, You are the sovereign God of creation.  I believe You.  I believe 
that You are right.”   

We take Judas, there's a lot of people—I was in a meeting earlier this week and we were talking about 
this subject and the question just came up:  What about Judas?  God didn't force him to betray Jesus, but 
isn't it fascinating that He used that betrayal to lead Jesus to the cross which leads Him to a place where 
He suffers and He dies as a sinless one for the sins of all of humanity.  So out of something so horrible 
and a choice so horrible God is glorified.  Judas did what Judas does.  Judas chooses that he would be 
sovereign rather than saying God is sovereign, but even when Judas does what Judas does God says, “I 
will bring glory to Myself in the midst of that, and I will choose to save mankind.”   

I’m gonna throw up 1st Corinthians Chapter 2, verse 7, on the big screen right now because in that verse 
it says this: 

 
I'm like, I'm listening, what’s this secret in the wisdom of God?  If the people in that time would have 
understood what was going on they wouldn't have done what they did, but they hardened their hearts to 
Him, they turned from Him, they rejected Him because He wasn't what they expected.  They wanted a 
conquering king and they find a suffering Savior and they said, “We don't want that.  We want You to 
come take over our country.  We want You to rule and reign.  We want You to deal with the issues of 
Rome.”  And He says, “I want to deal with the issues of your heart.”  And they said, “No, thank you.  
That's not how we saw it working out.” 

Had they known what was going on they wouldn't have crucified Jesus, and yet that crucifixion of Jesus 
becomes a thing that opens up the door for our salvation.  Raised up, playing a part, and every last part 
being played regardless which side you play that will bring glory to God.  It’s a fascinating concept 
when we realize—wait a minute, that thing that I don't understand, that doesn't make sense, for some 
reason I have been placed into that part and I get a moment, I get to choose:  Am I sovereign and I do 
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what I do and I'm gonna work it out my way – OR – is He sovereign, He does what He does, and I go, 
“God, You're God, You get something that I don't get? 

And then I was thinking about this week, my wife and I have been talking about 
this a bunch this week, when our kids were little we had a stove that had a bottom 
drawer in it that our pots and pans were in.  My wife was making dinner and to 
would keep the kids close by and keep them entertained she would open up that 
drawer and they would unload those pots and pans all over the floor and they 
would play and bang and, I mean, they were all over the place.  I remember coming 
in from work and they were on the floor just playing, having the grandest time.  
Matthew would be sitting there banging the pot with a wooden spoon and it was 
loud and they were just having a blast.   

Can you imagine though, and I could have seen it happening, can you 
imagine if my son would have climbed up on a chair, gotten up on the 
counter, pulled the wood block down that had all the knives in it, spread them 
out on the floor and started sharing them with his sister to play with?  Can 
you imagine my wife now looking down to her horror seeing that they are 
playing with knives instead of pots and pans?  Do you think for a moment she 
would have said, “Oh, kids, I don't know if we want to be doing that, buddy.”   

I'm just going to tell you what right now, there would have been fast, 
immediate action and I could have just heard the response of these little 3- 
and 4-year-olds on the floor, “But Mom, they're just like the pots and pans.  
They have plastic handles.  They're metal on the end.  Why can't we just keep 
on playing this?”  She's not entertaining the conversation.  She's not going, 

“Oh, good point, honey.”  [Laughter]  She knows better and she's not even gonna have the conversation.  
She grabs them and she pulls them and she puts them away forever and ever.  Amen?  [Man in audience 
yells out, “Amen!”] [Laughter]  And two little kids are sitting on the floor crying 
and the world’s coming to an end, “No fair that you did this to me!”  Is this not what 
our world is like?  It makes no sense why something with plastic and metal is no 
different than the pots and pans, when she knows better.   

Our God, who is much bigger than the difference between my wife and her 3-year-olds, our God knows.  
He knows everything from the beginning to the end.  He knows the past history.  He knows the future 
history.  He knows what's going on across town.  He knows what's going on behind us.  All those little 
details that we could have never figured out, we're the 4-year-old and at some point we have to say, 
“God, You are right.  God, You are in charge.” 

I was thinking about it this week and I always hate using counseling illustrations because then people 
call me for counseling, I'm a terrible counselor, you don't want me as your counselor.  But seriously, 
when I'm listening to and meet people, oftentimes it's a great person [holds out his left hand] and this is a 
great person [holds out his right hand].  And I listen to them [on the right], their story sounds so legit 

and they seem so believable.  I listen to them [on the left] and their 
story sounds so legit and their story is so believable.  I know them [on 
the left], I know them [on the right]; this [right] is a great person, this 
[left] is a great person, they're amazing, but they are in disagreement 
like this [bangs his fists together] right now and I don't know how to 
fix it because I believe this person [left] and I believe this person 
[right].  I'm sitting there going, “I don't know what to do.”  That's 

NOT FAIR! 
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why you don't want to come for me for counseling.  Someone else probably can dig into your past and 
figure it out, take you apart, and put you back together again.  I can't do that. 

Here's what I'm always thinking about in that moment:  If I knew this one little piece of information I'd 
like, “OH.”  And then I think this:  If she knew this one little piece of information, she'd be like, “Oh, 
honey, I'm sorry.  I didn’t know that!”  If he knew this one little piece of information, he’d be like, “Uh, 
I didn't know that.”  There's something that's missing but none of us know what that something is.  
There are issues in our lives today, these big questions that we asked here at the beginning of our time, 
that I prayed for you about, that I care about, that I know that our God cares about, that we just don't 
understand.  That if we understood what would happen with that piece of plastic and metal we would be 
like, “Oh, God, thank you.  I'm okay.  I'm okay.  Thank you for doing that.” 

The book of Job, I’ve heard some people call it “job” when they're going through their Bible, it’s spelled 
the same, Old Testament of your Bible.  You read through it and you find out this guy that goes through 
these horrific times and this incredible trial and testing in his life, and you read all these chapters where 
he's trying to figure it out and he's calling out for God sort of like we oftentimes call out, “God, if You’d 
just talk to me.  Tell me something; I need some understanding.  I need to, I need to push back on this a 
little bit, I don't get it.  I don't understand the plastic and the metal.  God, would you talk to me?  Would 
you talk to me?”   

And he's doing this over and over and over through this book and when we finally get through the first 
37 chapters we get this to Chapter 38 and God comes and says, “Okay, Job, we have some things we can 
talk about right now, but first of all, I want to ask you a few questions.”  And He begins to just bring up 
all these big, weighty questions about the universe and the stars in the sky.  Do you know this about the 
stars?  Do you know this about the sky?  Do you know this about the sea?  Do you know this about the 
human body?  And Job is just sort of thrown back in his seat going, “I don’t know, I don’t know, I don’t 
know what the answer is, I don’t know the answer.”  And God's trying to bring him to this point where 
he goes, “God, I’m just a little guy.  I don’t know.”  And God says, “I Am God.”  And in Chapter 40 of 
Job he says: 

“Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? 

~ JOB 40:4a 

You see, we want to make the answer to what is good what our definition of good is.  And God says, “I 
know what good is.  It doesn't make sense to you, I get that.”  Verse 22 says this, “What if God.”  What 
if God—Paul is pushing us and stretching us to understand there is more to this story.  And can we get to 
this place where we say, “By faith, God, I believe You are in charge and I trust You with it”?  In fact, 
the little last piece of this chapter he goes into this because they were working so hard and working so 
hard and it was getting them nowhere, and now all of a sudden it's by faith.  And what he's trying to get 
across is if we want to look like Jesus, we've got to grab onto Jesus.  And the only way we can grab onto 
Him is by faith. So I'm gonna ask you right now, you’ve got your question, would you just bow your 
head right now?  I know we've done this already this hour, I'm gonna ask you would you just by faith 
say: 
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I’m going to read these verses as a prayer there in Chapter 11, verse 33, as I told you 9, 10 & 11 are part 
of a package.  But just keep your heads bowed and maybe you can just let these words fall upon your 
heart and minister to that question that you're asking. 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!   
34  “For who has known the mind of the Lord,  

  or who has been his counselor?”  
35  “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. 

~ ROMANS 11:33-36 

Would you repeat those words with me?  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Lord God, 

As we right now process this we want You to get the glory as this verse just said we cannot repay 
You, we can only say thank you to You.  But even in Corinthians it says that our gifts, our 
financial gifts, our tithes, and our offerings are a thank you gift to You saying God, we could 
have never done this but we just say thank you.  And again, by faith we trust You by giving back 
the first fruits of our labor this week.  We just want to say thank you, Jesus.  We love You. 

It's in Your Name we pray.  Amen. 

 
YouTube:  https://youtu.be/5y7QKa-pHIY  
 

Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/339858718  
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