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So where's my softball teams?  So we’ve got two softball teams.  Are you 
out there softball players?  Okay, so I heard something this week.  I heard 
that our two softball, Calvary has two softball teams, and they played each 
other this week and they were undefeated.  I'm getting some nods.  Okay.  
So they played each other, were undefeated, and then I've heard it was like 
21–1?  So we're gonna teach on mercy [INAUDIBLE 0:37:20.0].   So I heard that 
it was 21–1, but that the other team that won lost so they're still tied.  So I 
have a couple comments:  One, that's awesome that we have sports as a way 

to have community and relationships and fellowships, that's awesome.  If you're interested next year, 
I'm sure the league would love us to have three undefeated teams playing each other, but that's 
awesome.  It's kind of cool to hear about all the communities that we have, all the groups that we have 
here at the church.  I can't imagine the handshake at the end of that game, it was probably little 
awkward with some, hopefully, some hugs.  

But my name is John Lawley.  I'm one of the pastors here.  I get to bring 
you the Word.  If you have your Bibles, you can turn to Romans Chapter 
10.  We're gonna be in Romans Chapter 10 this morning and we're gonna 
be kind of looking at the book of Romans, kind of looking at where Paul is 
leading us this morning.   

Um, I have a question that I want to ask you.  As I was thinking about this 
topic here—how many of you just grew up in kind of some form of religion, whether it was a Christian 
church, a Catholic church, whether it was a different kind of religion—how many of you kind of grew 
up in some sort of religion, even if you didn't go every day or every week, you just kind of had some?  
Okay.  A lot of us; we have some connection with religion.  Okay.  How many of you would say that 
in the process of that you just had some misunderstandings about the Gospel when you were growing 
up, just as it relates to [he surveys the audience].  Okay.   

So this is where we're gonna live today, so I want to first by kind of defining Paul a little bit because 
it's really important when you read the Scripture to understand the context.  And so understand this:  
Paul is going to lay out God's plan for salvation for us.  That's the thesis, but Paul is also going to lay it 
out to an audience that thinks though they don't always say, they think it's faith + works; it's faith plus 
all of these other things.  And so Paul is going to talk about God's plan for salvation is God's plan to 
rescue us and God is the One who does that and here's how He does it, this is what Paul is gonna argue.   

But Paul, his testimony is this.  Paul, for those who don't know, was very much growing up in the 
religion of the day.  In fact, he was kind of the elite of the elite when it comes to the Jewish faith, and 
he was wealthy and he was privileged and he was intelligent.  And Paul got to a place in his life where 
he was actually actively trying to kill Christians.  So that was Paul's upbringing, that was his 
understanding of the Gospel.  He saw the law – Right? – the Old Testament law as being that which we 
are to live and reach this standard of righteousness or we’re unworthy of God's love.  This is what Paul 
had in mind.  And Paul, while on the way to actually killing Christians is met on the road to Damascus 
by God.  He has an encounter with Jesus and what does it do?  It wrecks Paul.   

In fact, that was so powerful and such a moment in Paul's life Paul goes blind, he later sees, and in fact 
Paul knows now his mission, his purpose, his meaning, and he goes to be a missionary.  But in fact, the 
church kind of receives him with fear because of who Paul was.  And so Paul, his faith was one where 
he thought he understood the Gospel, he thought he understood what God wanted from him, and then 
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he met God.  Didn't just think about God and talk about God, he met God—this is key—and what has 
happened in Paul’s life?  Paul's never the same. 

And in fact, that encounter with God and the receiving of the Spirit of God allowed Paul not only to be 
transformed but to walk into persecution and beatings and shipwrecks and imprisonment and all the 
while rejoice.  And so what we see in Paul and what we see in a lot of us is that some of us think we 
know what it looks like to come to saving grace and faith in Jesus, only to think it's the religious 
actions rather than the relationship.  So this is what we we’re gonna talk about, so turn to Romans 
Chapter 10. 

Just a quote that comes to mind as we talk about this.  A. W. Tozer, who is one of my mentors of the 
faith, he's an author and I love reading 
his books.  In fact, a lot of times I'll 
have this quote in my mind and then I 
didn't know where I read it – anybody?  
And you're like, “Oh, no!  I'm gonna be 
on stage!  I gotta find it.”   So I actually 
Googled this but I didn’t read the book, 
just to be honest.  So here's what 
A. W. Tozer said that connects so well.  
He says this:  Religion is man's attempt 
to reach God, and Christianity—the 
Gospel—is God's attempt to reach 
man.  And there's a difference and Paul 
is gonna lay out this difference for us.   

And so the first five verses in Chapter 10 Paul is going to talk about Jesus and who He is and what He 
has done.  He's gonna claim to Jesus not only coming, wrapping Himself in flesh, dying on the cross, 
living a perfect life, coming back from the dead, he's gonna say Jesus is the Savior of the world; and 
then he's going to say how do we come to a saving faith in that truth?  We know who Jesus is, He's 
been revealed to every person that has ever lived.  We are called to speak of this story, speak of this 
truth, but then how are we to respond to it?  And Paul is going to lay out that procedure in the next 
about 15 verses here, so we're going to pick it up in verse 5 as Paul lays out this procedure of how to 
come into saving faith and how God's plan for salvation rests on God, not on man.  So here's what he 
says first, Paul says it isn't about keeping the status.  Look at verse 5: 

5 Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does 
these things will live by them.” 

~ ROMANS 10:5 

Paul is saying listen, it's not through doing this kind of ritual, aspects that men are trying to tell you 
somehow gets you to be right with God.  He says this doesn't exist in that.  He says in fact, if you think 
that the relationship with God is this standard, that you have to live according to the law and live a 
perfect life.  Paul is saying first off, no one who's ever lived has ever accomplished that other than 
Jesus; but you will fail in meeting the standards that the law lays out.  They’re good standards but 
they’re impossible for men to live out and to carry.  And he also says even if you do live a perfect life, 
you still have the problem of sinful nature that you can't fix.  And so what happened there in the day is 
you have this culture where somebody is more saved than others based on how they acted, based on 

By Works By Faith 
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you have this culture where somebody is more saved than others based on how they acted, based on 
how much they knew, based on how much they knew of the Old Testament, how they have carried 
themselves, that they didn't have any sin and they cast judgment on those who did.  And Paul says 
wait, wait, we're all sinful and we all fall short.  Right?  Remember?  

I'll give you a practical example of this in my own life.  My buddy was married a couple years ago and 
I'm in the wedding and they asked me if I could read Scripture.  So most the time if they find out that 
I'm a pastor, I always am asked if I can do something in weddings.  So I always try to go to weddings 
and if I'm not doing the weddings I'm always, like, in the corner being like, “Please don’t, please don’t, 
please don’t.”  And I'll tell you I'll tell you quickly the story.  The reason is because there was this one 
wedding and it was my cousin's wedding and they asked me to announce the bridal party when they 
walked in—and true story, pray for me—I got the bride and groom's name 
wrong [Laughter] when they walked in and never again, never again.  
[Laughter]  It was rough, and so, I was forgiven.  But anyway, that's why I 
hide.  But they said, “Hey, can you read Scripture?”  And so this beautiful, 
beautiful church and I'm like, “Absolutely.”   

So during rehearsal they were like, “Okay, here's what you need to do.  
You need to stand when this like thing rings and then walk up and then you 
need to bow”—some of you are gonna appreciate this—“you need a bow, 
and then you’re going to look.”  I’m like, “Okay.”  “And then you walk up 
these stairs and then you put the Bible down and you open it and then you wait and you read and then 
you say this statement at the end, and then you wait and then you walk down and you bow and you 
go”—and listen, there's beauty in the reverence of churches and denominations, but I just remember 
going back and not doing that well.  I didn't grow up with those standards.  I didn't grow up with those 
rules.   

And so I remember going back and the guy who is sitting next to me looked at me and he’s like, 
“Dude, I thought you were a pastor.”  [Laughter]  And I'm like, “Listen, man, I am a pastor.  I love 
Jesus.  I don't know this stuff, but I love Jesus.”  And kid you not, I remember talking to that guy later 
and he didn't know who the Lord was.  Isn't that what Paul is saying?  He grew up there and he knew 
the rules but he didn't have a relationship.  I didn't know the rules, but I've been saved so my faith 
extends beyond that building.  God was the Lord of my life, but I didn't know the rules.  But listen, it's 
not about the rules, I'm not picking on the rules, but if you don't have a relationship with the Lord it's 
just distraction.   

And so how many of us maybe have this testimony; you grew up in the church and you never read the 
Bible.  That's crazy, but listen, this is the point is that sometimes we think that true faith is doing the 
things that the religious people do, and Paul says that's not where it's found.  You aren't saved because 
you attend, because you stand, because you bow.  You're not saved because you go to church on Easter 
and Christmas or when it's convenient for you.  You're not saved.  That was a little stab, I apologize, 
but it's a good thing.   

Paul's saying here there's more; there's more than your status, there's more than what your parents 
claim.  You're not saved because your parents are saved.  You're not saved because you're born into 
some sort of religious title.  Paul is saying this to people who claim their reputation on who they were 
“son of” and he's saying n-n-no, that's not where it's found.  And then he says this, that it's not found in 
signs or statuses, look at verse 6: 
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6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 
deep?’”(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  

~ ROMANS 10:6-7 

Paul is quoting Deuteronomy1 here, and just to make this simple Paul is saying listen, it’s also not 
found in waiting for some great sign for you to believe.  Because Paul says this is your sign; Paul says 
Christ already came.  Christ already conquered death and He lives and that’s enough for you to give all 
in to salvation and to belief.  That you don’t have to say to God, “God, I’ll believe in You if —”  You 
heal me of this sickness, if You protect this person, if You do this for me.  Lord, I'll believe You are 
real if — he says that's not saving faith.  Saving faith is You already are my Lord, my Savior, my 
Redeemer, and I'm believing that.  He does not change.  True faith is us changing.  It's not, “Lord, I'm 
gonna wait for a miracle.”  It's You already showed me your rescue plan for me, now do I believe that 
or do I not?  So he says in verses 6 & 7 don't ask for these miraculous signs when you already have 
one. 

You know, I often talk to teenagers and this is kind of a radical new approach to, like, faith and it's 
caught up in really our individualistic material kind of world that we live in.  A lot of times they'll say 
this:  If God is real, then I need to see Him, touch Him, feel Him.”  And I often have this conversation 
with them and I say okay, if that's your standard of how you believe – “I will only believe if I see God” 
—I always struggle to say, “Is God a God of worship if you can see Him?  If He’s that small that you 
can just see Him, is that enough to worship Him?”  And what I mean by that is if He was your buddy 
and He walked alongside of you, is that enough to worship Him, OR does a god need to conquer only 
which he can conquer to worship?   Meaning God's actually way more than just seeing, feeling, and 
touching Him.  He offers you more than that.   

Certainly we can hold to the idea that we will be with Him in Heaven and we will experience this 
fellowship with Him that is greater than what we have now, but God is so much bigger than the people 
around us.  Why do we only want to experience seeing Him?  I want Him to change me.  Like, I want 
Him to transform me because I'm lost. I don't want to see Him, I want to surrender to Him.  Do you see 
the difference?  It's saying, “Father, I need You to show me,” and Paul is saying He's already done it.  
True salvation is the wrestling of whether you believe that or not, this is key because how dangerous—
I was just talking to somebody after service, this is why this is an important topic—how dangerous 

                                                 
1  [Moses speaking]  It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we 

may obey it?” ~ DEUTERONOMY 30:12 
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would it be if you thought you were saved only to go before judgment and God says, “I don't know 
you”?   

So the conversation, the wrestling with salvation, listen, I don't know the man's heart, you don't know 
men's heart, but to wrestle with this.  What does true salvation look like?  It’s important.  Not to hold 
each other, like, above each other but to wrestle with.  Man, I want to know what it is to have this 
relationship with the Lord. 

And by the way, if we don't wrestle with it, we’ll miss something, wouldn't we?  To live a life thinking 
that salvation is only the fact that you get to go to Heaven and not that you have a relationship with 
God today is missing out on what your salvation really is.  The gift of this moment, having a 
relationship and a fellowship with God today is the gift, you just get it for eternity.  Paul says it's not 
found in status, it's not found in these great signs outside of the cross because His cross is enough, but 
he also says this.  It is found—this is key—God's plan for salvation, it is found in simple surrender.  
Look what he says in verse 8: 

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” 
that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 

— listen to what he says, verse 9: 

 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.  

~ ROMANS 10:8-10 

Paul is saying the entrance to salvation is as far away as your mouth and your heart.  And he talks 
about the idea of mouth and heart and he separates them, which is always fascinating to me because 
here's the thing that I struggled with growing up that caused me to be at 17 
before I surrendered is:  Am I saved because I was at this Bible Camp and 
my best friend went up and everyone at the Bible Camp went up and I was 
the only one that wasn't up.  And so I wanted to go up so I went up and said 
what they said—am I saved?  Anybody?  Or what about this, what if your 
testimony is this:  I was younger and some preacher said, “Do you want to 
be away from your family forever and burn in Hell?  No?  Well, then raise 
your hand.”  [Laughter]  And you're like [terrified look on his face, he raises 
his hand]  [Laughter]  It's funny, but do you get it?  Like, man, I don't want 
Hell.  I don't know what I'm doing when I raise my hand, but I don't want 
Hell.  And then sometimes, because we're broken even in the church, 
sometimes we applaud for that, “We had 15 people raise their hand!”  And 
the point Paul is making is n-n-no, it's more than that.  It's more than “I don't want to go to Hell.”  It's:  
“I believe with every fiber of my being.”   

So when he talks about mouth what he's saying here is when you confess with your mouth you're 
saying, “I believe the same as”—not “I hope” or “I think.”  It's “I believe.”  And so I'm just gonna give 
you some of the conviction, some of the core stuff that if you are truly saved, you have said in your 
belief in Jesus saying, “I trust You, I want You to be Lord of my life” —this is what you're saying you 
believe:   

“raise your hand” 



GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION 

JUSTICE | Week 2 | 6.9.2019 
 

 

 

 – 6 – 

� I believe in the virgin birth.  I believe that there was a girl that was supernaturally giving birth 
to the King of Kings.  I believe that. 

� I believe that the sinful nature of man exists in all men and that we desperately need a Savior, 
and I cannot come to know the Lord without You, Jesus.  I believe that.  I believe that I get in a 
way. 

� Lord, I believe that You are Lord and I am not; that You are Lord of my life.  By saying I 
believe in You, I'm gonna change me so that You can be on my throne.   

� You're saying I believe—this is key—that your death on the cross was a substitutionary 
sacrifice for sins.  You took the sins that I committed, that I deserved Hell for, You took them 
on the cross for me.  I believe that.  I'm not deserving but I received forgiveness.  That it's not 
that God, You owe me salvation, it’s that I have been given salvation, undeserving but full of 
grace. 

� Lord, I believe that You had a bodily resurrection, that You came back; that a Man came back 
from the dead after He said He was.  And I believe that Man showed hundreds of people that 
He came back and He conquered death.  And I believe He came and He ascended up to the 
right hand of the Father.   

� And I believe He's coming back.  Amen?  Like, I believe that to be true. 

So this is what it does, it makes every day of my life I wake up and I lead my actions and my attitude 
in that belief.  I see the brokenness and the suffering of the world and I'm reminded, You're coming 
back!  I don't look at the brokenness and suffering in the world and say, “God, where are You?”  I say, 
“You have conquered it.  You're just waiting for us to run to You, but You're victorious.”  I believe 
that to be true when I say, “I need You.”  Not, “I just don't want to go to Hell.”  It’s I believe You are 
my Lord.  And so this is what he says as he's talking about the voice and the mouth as it is to confess.  
You are confessing by saying, “I believe these things to be true.”  If you don't believe them to be true, 
don't say you do.  Get discipled, wrestle with these things, because for those who speak and not believe 
it's just words.  

I remember I was on a mission trip in Jamaica a few years ago.  We were doing street evangelism and I 
had this tendency to like go off-track.  And so—and the only reason that's funny is a lot of times I had, 
like, students with me and so we’d be like, “Let's stay in groups.  Let’s stay in groups,” and then I 
would just kind of go off.  But I just felt like sometimes they were like talking and I'm like, “God, I 
want You to use me,” so I’d just like walk off.  And so I remember walking 
down this street and there was this kind of homeless kind of descriptive man 
who was just kind of lying there and beat up, dirty, just literally laying on 
the curb.  And God’s like, “I want you to talk to him.”  I’m like [ in a 
reluctant tone], “Great.”  Now the truth was is I was afraid.  Right?  Like, oh 
man, what am I gonna do?   It's the truth.  That's my sinful nature, my flesh.  
So I go up to him and I say, “Hey, can I sit down and talk to you?”  And he 
just grunts, “Uh.”  So I saw a little convenience store, so I go in and I grab 
some drinks and I got some food and I come out and I give it to him and he 
sits up and he starts to eat.  And I said, “Hey, while you're eating can I just 
hang out with you?”  And he just kind of nods his head yes.  And so then I said, “Hey, do you know 
the Lord?  Do you know who Jesus is?  Do you know what He's done for you?”   
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What oftentimes keeps us from sharing our faith is we think we have to talk about ourselves, just talk 
about what He did for you.  Talk about who He is, it's enough.  So I said, “Hey, do you know Jesus?  
Do you know what He's done for you?  Can I tell you what He's done for you and who you are?”  And 
here's what he said to me, he said, “If God doesn't give me wealth, girls, and drugs, I'm not interested.”  
And I remember that moment, I'm like, “Lord, I don't know what to say to that.”  And so I just said 
what the Spirit told me to say because in my flesh I'm weak, but He is strong.  I said, “God gives you 
more.”  What do I mean by that?  I said, “Listen, God gives you more than that.  That's the stuff the 
world's chasing.  God can give you peace that surpasses the things of this world.  God can give you joy 
that surpasses those things.”  And I just started telling him, “Listen, God wants to rescue you from this 
pursuit of stuff, and He wants to have a relationship with you.”  And I just prayed over him.   

And why I prayed over him is this:  I never change a heart nor save a man.  I can't do that.  God brings 
about salvation, God changes his heart, is what Paul is saying here.  But I know Who can change his 
life and so I go to Him.  And I laid my hands on him and I said, “Father, I want You to reveal yourself 
to this man.  I want You to heal only the things that You can heal.  I want You to change his mindset 
from girls, wealth, and drugs, to glory, honor, and Kingdom, but You're the only one that's gonna be 
able to do that.”  And so I prayed for him and I walked away rejoicing.  Why?  Because my God is 
bigger than his fears, his doubts, his questions.  And if God wants to and we seek His face and ask 
Him, man, I pray that man comes to know Jesus.  But the power is not in me, the power is telling him 
Who changes lives, Who transforms hearts.  That's our testimony.  That's our impact.   

And so the power of confession is to speak truth, I believe these things to be true.  But then here's what 
he says as a second part, the heart.  And just to be clear, sometimes growing up and it sounds silly but I 
always would be like so true faith is like heart inside of you that beats out?  It's, like, an organ.  You 
guys following me?  How does an organ have to do with belief?  I just didn't understand that concept 
of the heart.   

When you talk about the heart it's this concept, it’s this visual of the very center of 
all thoughts, like your deep will that drives you to do the things you do, that's what 
they're talking about when it comes to the heart.  This thing inside of you that 
compels you to do something even if it doesn't make sense to do.  Like how many 

of you made a poor decision knowing you made a poor decision but you just wanted 
to do it?  Like there was something other than your intellect that drove you to do those 

things, this is what we're talking about when we talk about the heart.  And Paul is saying if 
you want to believe, you confess with the mouth and the heart.  This is where it gets a little bit scary, 
isn't it?  So you need to say words.  It's hard to surrender control and the heart is what drives 
everything we do.   

The heart, the thing inside of you, makes you wake up every morning and step into whatever you step 
into.  And if you think you're free from those fleshly desires 
that control your life, you're not.  You're just blind to your 
slavery.  But the heart drives the action.  The heart creates the 
worldview.  And Paul says true salvation is confession with 
the heart.  Lord, what I live like, what I thought like, what I 
did changes now.  I believe that I am a horrible god and I'm 
stepping off my throne.  And that when I say I believe You, 
I'm saying every day I need to wake up and ask the question:  
What do You want because You're now my Lord.  True faith 
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says I'm no longer gonna talk and think and act and spend my money and my time and my resources 
I’m managing on the things I used to do.  It's all about the Lord.  Everything that drives me is about 
Him and His Kingdom.  I've given my life to Him.  It's surrender.  And so he talks about this very 
essence of who you are is what drives you, the thing that you trust the most. 

Like, think about this with me:  What do you trust the most in this life?  Most of you it’s you.  Man, 
every day I battle not trusting me over the Lord.  “I got this.”  “I got this.”  No.  That's what the world 
says.  God says no, every day you die.  You die; He lives.  Why?  Because you look in a mirror and 
you pick on yourself, you lie about yourself, you’re mean, you're angry, you're prideful, you're 
stubborn.  And then you, when you say “This was for me,” dies on that cross with Jesus.  That's what it 
looks like to surrender.  And then He builds you up.   

The Bible says to lose your life you find it.2  What does that mean?  Now you start to say, “Father, 
what do You want for me?”  I'm no longer gonna trust in religion.  I'm no longer gonna trust in my 
family, in my finances.  And somehow the standard of goodness I used to compare myself to other 
people and then justify my actions, I'm dead to that.  I'm not doing that anymore.  It's not about me 
comparing myself.  It's about me following You.  I’m no longer gonna feel guilty for falling; I'm gonna 
live in grace.   

A lot of times people say to me, “What does it look like to, like, live according to this beautiful truth?”   
And I always say well, it's actually not your actions.  It's really how your attitude towards the things 
that God has.  Like, if you reluctantly want to do the will of God, that's not surrender.  Surrender is I 
am joyfully following your will in my life.  Even if it doesn't make sense I'm gonna walk in your will 
and I'm gonna praise You that I get an opportunity to do that.  Like, I rejoice in the fact that I'm no 
longer in control, that's what it looks like.  That's why Paul can say hey, I can rejoice in suffering.  
Why?  Because he gave up all control.  That's a beautiful gift; beautiful gift.  That's so much more than 
just, “I don't want to go to Hell.”   

And so he goes on, Paul, in verse 11 and shifts gears.  He says this is how you come to know the Lord, 
confess and believe in your heart, he says, and you can do that because the promises are true.  So he 
lays out the promises.  Look at verse 11 with me, the first promise is:  

11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.”  

~ ROMANS 10:11 

So the first promise is assurance; that if you believe in Jesus, you are sealed.  If you believe this way, if 
you confess with your mouth and you believe in your heart, then you are assured.  Like, here’s a 

relevant application to this.  My small group and I on Tuesday talked 
about, “Can you lose your salvation?”  That was a topic, I bet you some of 
you talked about that.  Right?  Here's why I struggle with that question:  
How can you lose something that you didn't gain, but you were give n?  
Think about the difference.  Think about how we see salvation.   

If we think we earned it, yeah, I guess you— like, a practical, “I used to be 
Christian.”  What?  What does that mean?  You used to surrender 

everything?  But the very act of surrender is you no longer have the choice to say it's me or God 
depending on what God does.  No, you surrendered.  You could have said, “I used to be lord over my 

                                                 
2 See Matthew 10:35, Matthew 16:25, Mark 8:35, John 12:25 
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life and attend church, and now I'm a lord of my life and don't.”  You can say that, but if God is the 
One who transforms you, you can't play this game of I'm in, I’m out.  It means you're never in.  I mean 
that.  And isn't that good, though?  Isn’t that relieving to say that there's more to it than what you 
maybe thought?  That there's this bargaining relationship with God that you thought was salvation and 
that there's more than that?  Man, that's a relief to me.  That when God grabs you He doesn't let you 
go?  And He doesn't make mistakes, so He's not gonna back off when He has you.  He's gonna hold 
you and shepherd you and love you and grow you.  And so he says anyone who believes in Him will 
never be put to shame.  We have assurance. 

Another one we have, verse 12: 

12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and 
richly blesses all who call on him,  

~ ROMANS 10:12 

So it's full acceptance.  When you have been accepted by the God of this universe you are accepted.  
Like, people used to always say, I used to serve for Applebee's when I was in college [gives a sigh of 
relief], it was rough, we can talk about that later, it was rough, maybe never.  And we served, made me 
never want to eat there.  I’ll never forget.  Not that there's not good food, but you know what I'm 
talking about, you see things.  But I used to serve in Applebee's, I used to serve in Applebee's and I 
remember, I remember people used to saying, “Hey, man, you smile a lot.”  Some of you have said that 

to me, “You smile a lot.”  And I use to [INAUDIBLE 00:7:00.5], I used to be 
like, “Well, you know, it's a good day!” [Gestures with his arm]  [Laughter]  
Right?  Or I’d be like, “My parents smile a lot.”  Like, I would just make—
you know what the truth is though?  I didn't always, but I'm loved, like, I'm 
loved by God, and I will be with Him in eternity.  So even in the midst of 
this sinful, broken world that I live in, that I can rejoice.  Like, I can smile 
because He has won.  And things don't always make sense and He is 
sovereign and good and I don't always know the answer, but I know I am 
sealed.  I know I am saved because I have a relationship with Him and it's 
intimate and it's personal and it's real.  So I smile.  Why?  Because I know 
Jesus and He knows me.  That's the true answer.  Not that I'm perfect, but 

I'm known and that makes me smile. 

Here's another one, he says amnesty: 

13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

~ ROMANS 10:13 

That is key.  For you, when you knock, when I want to know you this way, when you fall on your feet 
and say, “Father, reveal yourself to me” — He will answer you.  Some of us are afraid to ask; we’re 
afraid that no one will answer.  But you can be assured God loves you and He's pursuing you.  Do we 
know the mind and will of God?  No.  But can we cling to His promise?  Yes.  That if you seek you 
will find, it's a promise.  I love that.  That's the difference between “God, I have an arrangement with 
You,”  “God, I have this arrangement.  If You do this, I'll believe.”  So I believe in You, help me to 
live a life for your glory and honor however that looks.  I'm no longer having an arrangement faith with 
You, it's a surrendered faith.  That's what it looks like to claim these promises. 

It’s a good day! 
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And the last promise is the provision.  Look in verse 14: 

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it 
is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

~ ROMANS 10:14-15 

What is he saying there?  He's saying it's all for God by God.  Isn’t that awesome?  Like right now I 
have the overwhelming privilege to be a vessel for you to know and experience God's love for you.  I 
have been given this opportunity because God has made Himself known to me in a hallway in the 
hospital when I was 17 years old.  And you have the privilege to meet Him because God is good and 
He chose for you to be here and hear about His love for you.  But God did this all.  So anything that 
happens, any testimony that comes out of this morning, any life change that happens, it is His glory 
and His will that made that happen.  Does that make sense?  And so that's what we need to wrestle with 
is God's plan for salvation, not yours.  Your plan is full of hypocrisy, unmet expectations, pride.  God's 
standard, God's way is full of grace and mercy and forgiveness.  And so where are we?   

I'm gonna call the band up but I want to call out the Paul's.  Where are the Paul's in this room that are 
walking in their life not even knowing you need Jesus and you came in here because your parents 
made you or your spouse made you, and now something's happening inside of you where something is 
saying, “This is true,” and you need to respond.  That maybe you grew up going to church and you 
know the rules better than I do, but for the first time in your life you're thinking There must be more 
and I want this.  Some of you need to surrender this morning to that truth.  Some of you need to 
confess and believe and then your life is going to change because true belief leads to action.  It leads to 
action.   

The fruit of the Spirit is evidence to those who truly believe.  Why?  
Because they’re walking in faith, and it will look different.  Some of 
you need to surrender control over your life; some of you have 
confessed Jesus as Lord but you do not live as if He is.  You don't treat 
your wife as if He is.  You don’t treat your family as if He is.  You used 
to be able to repent.  You used to say, “Father, help me to not only say I 
believe but my very will changes, my very desires, let them align with 
You.”  Some of you right now need to say, “Father, give me a new 
heart.”   

And so I'm gonna pray for us.  I'm gonna call the Paul's in this room; if 
this is your road to Damascus, if right now is the first time you've ever 
met a living God who wants a relationship with you, that's so much 
more than the bows and the rituals, I'm gonna ask you to pray this 

prayer with me and I'm gonna ask you to get into community quick and be discipled and grow.  And 
get a Bible app on your phone and start every day with the Lord.  I encourage you to pull friends into 
it.  Start seeking His face.  Let me pray. 

Father, 

We love You and we thank You, Lord, that true faith is found in You drawing men towards 
yourself.  And so, Lord, I pray right now that in this room You are doing that, I know You are 
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because you're a good God.  There are people in this room that need to respond.  Lord, I pray 
against the enemy.  I pray against their pride.  I pray against their past that has hurt them.  
Lord, I pray against the religious things in the past that have created a bitterness in them.  
Lord, I pray they see You beyond the hypocrites they saw in their church growing up.   

Lord, I also ask right now that You would transform the heart of this church.  That we would 
live lives that reflect what we say we believe.  Lord, I thank You so much, I thank You so much 
for your grace that is never ending.  I thank You for your promises.  And I pray for those that 
are walking in truth and have a relationship with You.  Lord, I pray they walk out and see the 
breathtaking beauty of your creation and they cling to the promises and they smile because You 
are good and we have been redeemed by You and your blood for all of eternity, and we praise 
You in worship for that. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
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