
Small Group Discussion Guide       August 26, 2018 
Rows to Circles – Acts 2:42-47 

 

 
Getting Started 

Last week we introduced our small group values of Upward, Inward, Outward and Forward. This week, take some time to 
read each statement along with the verses that support each value.  

• Discuss how you see each of these values expressed in Acts 2:42-47?  
 

• Which values would you like to see your small group/our church strengthen in the coming year? 
 
o Upward (to God): Small Group members are dependent on God, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on Jesus. 

Worship, prayer and the Word connect us personally and unleash His power to work in and through the group.  
(Neh 8-9; Ps1:1-3, 42, 63, 95, 96; Is 40; Rom 12:1-2; Eph 6:18; Col 4:2; 2 Tim 3:16-17) 
 

o Inward (toward Each Other): We are a family that cares for one another. Every member is a minister to and with 
the rest of the group. We look for ways to connect outside of our weekly gathering to spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds.  
(Mark 10:45; Rom 12:9-21; Gal 6:2, 9-10; Eph 4:25-32; Phil 2:1-4; Col 3:12-17, Hebrews 10:24-25) 
 

o Outward (to the World): The group intentionally demonstrates God’s love to the world. Just as Jesus came to 
seek and to save that which was lost, group members are engaged with sharing the hope of the Gospel with a 
hurting world. Groups are invitational and extend the love of Christ to all who are seeking community.  
(Luke 19:10; 1 Cor 3:6-7; 2 Cor 5:11-21; Col 4:2-6; 1 Thes 2:1-8; 1 Peter 3:15-16) 
 

o Forward (for the Kingdom): Group members challenge one another to grow in Christ-likeness, get under our 
cross and invest in the spiritual development of others who make disciples who make disciples.  
(Matt 28:18-20; Mark 8:31-38; 2 Cor 3:18; Eph 4:11-16; Phil 3: 7-15; 2 Tim 2:2) 
 

Discussion 

“The Christians you meet in the Book of Acts were not content to meet once a week for “services as usual.” They met 
daily, cared daily, won souls daily, searched the Scriptures daily, and increased in number daily. Their Christian faith was 
a day-to-day reality, not a once-a-week routine. Why? Because the risen Christ was a living reality to them, and His 
resurrection power was at work in their lives through the Holy Spirit.”     -  Warren Wiersbe 

“The church was birthed at Pentecost. The church does not need another Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is here making 
available all His power. The need of the church is simply dedicated Christians who continue steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayers.” – Charles Ryrie 
 

• Discuss your reaction to these two quotes as they relate to Acts 2:42-47 and the church in our day. 

 
In John Phillips’ commentary on Acts, he summarizes Acts 2:42-47 using the outline on the next page to describe this 
new community.  

• Discuss how you see the church in our day living out these principles.  

• What can be done to strengthen any elements that may be weak? 
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1. A Steadfast People (2:42) 

Four things marked the infant church 

• It was marked by the Truth (sound doctrine/teaching) 

• It was marked by the Ties that bind it together (fellowship) 

• It was a community marked by the Table (communion/sharing meals together) 

• It was marked by the Throne (prayer around the Throne of Grace) 

Would your children say that “we go to church” or “we are part of the church”? 

What did Pastor John mean by having a kingdom focus? 

If you were to chart your time/activities between things done for the kingdom of God and things done for yourself, 

what would it look like? 

 

2. A Sanctified People (2:43a) 

They had a fear of the Lord and a desire to live out the holy life that God had called them to by His grace. 

3. A Spectacular People (2:43b) 

The infant church had more than purity; it had power! 

4. A Single People (2:44) 

It was a true body, each member caring for and nourishing each other member. This was an answer to Jesus’ prayer 
in John 17:20-23. 

5. A Sacrificial People (2:45) 

This was no government or ecclesiastical welfare program. This was not cold charity. This was the Body at work. This 
was love not law; compassion not compulsion. 

6. A Spiritual People (2:46) 

“The spiritual person will seek out a gathering place of God’s people. This kind of spirituality will spill over into the 
mundane aspects of life. It will bring people together in hospitality.  The commonplace things of life, such as eating 
and drinking, will be sanctified into a sacrament. The joy of the Lord will add a new dimension of gladness to 
everything. Life will not be compartmentalized into the sacred and the secular, but both will be wedded in a marriage 
of blessing and bliss.”   – John Phillips 

7. A Singing People (2:47a) 

“There was no complaining, no criticizing, no envy, no strife. What an attractive community of people it was – a 
community of people praising God.” – John Phillips 

8. A Successful People (2:47b) 

The Lord adds to its members those He saves. The church does not grow by high-pressure evangelism and doubtful 
professions of faith. It grows as the Lord adds saved people to its number. 


