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Well, as Josh mentioned my name is Pastor John Lawley.  I spoke 
last week for those that were with us last week, and we are going to 
continue our teaching on Romans chapter 6.  So if you have your 
Bibles you can turn to Romans chapter 6, we're gonna pick it up in 
verse 15.   

And I also want to just celebrate, you know one of the things that's 
amazing, and I said this first service, that oftentimes God does 
amazing things in the midst of our doubt.  And I can just kind of admit to you there's been several times 
where I've seen kids walk through the door of our Student Center or our ministry and I'm like, “I don't 
know about that one.”  And then I have conversations and I'm like, “I definitely don't know about that 
one guy” —and then He grabs their hearts and He transforms them.  And I repent and I say You're 
bigger than my doubt and your Spirit is more powerful than what brought them here and so praise God.  
And we have tons of those and it's been amazing to be part of a church that loves students, loves our 
children.  And I tell you, some of you who give and you don't necessarily, aren’t connected in a 
daily/weekly basis in our student ministry, I promise you when you get to Heaven you'll see the fruit and 
you'll be blown away.  Because we've had over the years since I've been here many students have gone 
on to transform lives in college and we have students that are all over the world sharing the Gospel and 
that's because of because of this church and what God has done here.  So praise God. 

So what I want to do is turn to Romans chapter 6.  I'm gonna briefly conclude Romans chapter 6, I'm 
gonna read through the verses, I'm gonna stop briefly and just kind of examine what Paul's gonna do 
here, which is similar to what he did in the first 14 verses in that he's laying this argument.  And then I'm 
going to conclude by talking about sanctification, what that looks like, the process of that, and kind of 
get some practical challenges for both students and youth, and then we'll wrap it up.  But I want to just 
kind of review last week in case you guys missed it.   

Last week we started in Romans chapter 6, first 14 verses, and what Paul 
really is does he lays out this argument that if you are not a Christ follower 
that you are under the allegiance of Adam.  Adam being the first man, 
Adam and Eve, and so he talks about the nature of Adam which is that you 
are sinful by nature, we are sinful by nature, and that in Adam we actually 
live out our desires of the flesh and it leads to death.  And we may think 
we are in charge of our lives but Paul actually equates that to slavery.  And 

he says you may think you're free but the fact is is that you have a sinful desire and the enemy also 
controls your desires.  And so you live out thinking it's you but your reality is you're actually living out 
your flesh.   

And Paul says that's why you often are trapped in this idea that you try to be better and you fall short, 
and you try to change things in your life.  Maybe you have patterns or addictions and you try to fix those 
only to find that you actually didn't fix your heart so you still desire to do those things.  So even though 
you may change your circumstances you find a way around them, because the truth is is you actually 
can't get over you and Paul’s equating that to slavery.  And he says when you put your faith in Christ 
Jesus you actually transform allegiance from Adam to Christ and now you have a new identity in Christ.   

We talked about this last week that your identity in Christ is now you are free from the consequences of 
sin and you are also free from the bondage of sin; that you are no longer enslaved to sin.  And we talked 
about what that means is is it's not that you don't continue sometimes to choose to sin, but now you are 
free to choose righteousness.  And so we use this question of how is it that some of us who place our 
faith in Jesus and got baptized, why is it that we still struggle with the same sins that we had before?  
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And we talked about the truth is is though you're free you still 
choose slavery.  And in fact, a lot of you refuse to actually put 
on the armor of God that has been given to you and so you're 
still in the enemy's grasp when it comes to how you think you 
are, and what you think God sees you, and how He acts upon 
you.  In reality you're being deceived thinking that you are lost 
when, in fact, you are a child of God and that you have been 
forgiven and set free—despite you.   

So this is the argument that Paul's talking about is how many of you live in Christ, and then he's going to 
introduce and I'm going to read over the last few verses in chapter 6, what does it look like now that 
you're in Christ to grow in Christ's likeness?  What does is look like now to be not only free from sin but 
to change my desires to sin and to become more and more like Jesus?  How He acts, how He thought, 
what He did; what does it look like for me in my past coming into Christ and growing into the likeness 
of Jesus?  And in theology we call that sanctification, we already talked about that.  But join me in 
verse 15 in chapter 6, he's gonna repeat his argument and then he's gonna explain it a little bit and he's 
gonna introduce sanctification.  Verse 15: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
So what Paul is now saying is is that not only have you transformed allegiance, but now the law—and 
for those who don't know, the Old Testament law that was introduced to Moses and was given to his 
people actually didn't save them, it actually revealed the fact that they needed a Savior.  So as God gave 
us these laws—do not cheat, do not steal, all these things—what happened was His people tried to 
follow and they failed and so the sacrificial system had to be in place where they had to say, listen:  “I 
failed to meet the standard of righteousness, the standard of morality, and so I confess I fell short.”  And 
Paul says earlier on the law actually is meant to reveal our need for Jesus.   

And so now he says because we are in Christ, now that we’ve changed our allegiance, now we don't 
strive to uphold the law because we want to earn favor with God, we already have God's delight because 
He's redeemed us, now we want to do these things.  We have a desire to do these things because in 
Christ the Spirit of God changes our hearts, so now though we desired once we no longer desire.  And 
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that's when you start to have freedom in Christ, not when you start to live a perfect life.  It's when the 
Spirit of God changes you so you no longer desire the things you used to desire.  So man, God, even 
though I want to follow You, I still desire to drink with my friends and get drunk.  The Bible says listen, 
if you walk in Christ over time you're gonna start to see those things and they're gonna taste nasty, 
you're not gonna want to do those things anymore because now you're gonna want to get drunk on the 
Spirit, that's what Paul says.  Now you're gonna want to please God over pleasing people, and it's not 
because you did a two-step program, it’s that God actually has changed you and He's changed you from 
the heart.  This is why Paul introduced this idea of obedience from the heart; that you're not just obeying 
because you're afraid, because that's a life of hypocrisy.   

Listen, the Pharisees were enslaved but they obeyed because they wanted to please man, they wanted to 
look good.  The Bible says n-n-no, in Christ you obey and you walk in righteousness because you love 
God.  And because of that love it’s an overflow of your love to Him, it's not to please man, it’s to please 
the Lord and to praise Him for what He's already done in your life.   

Paul goes on to say in verse 18, he's going to introduce sanctification, he's actually going to talk about 
how sanctification is growing in Christ happens when you are in Christ.  And so a lot of us we’ll say, 
“Well, if I believe in Jesus,”—like, here's an example and I use this a lot—if you maybe when 14-, 15-, 
13-years-old you were at a camp and you said a prayer and you're like, “Okay, that was my salvation.  I 
came to know Jesus then.”  And then you think that nothing really changed from my life, now I just 
hope that I get Heaven because I said this prayer, Paul is actually 
gonna challenge that and he actually is gonna maybe say you're not 
saved.  Because he's gonna say, listen, the idea of salvation is you step 
into a new identity and the things of your old begins to die away 
because now you have taken on a new identity in Christ.  And listen, 
the Spirit of God does not desire the things of this world.   

Think about this—the Spirit of God does not require the things of this world, so the more the Spirit of 
God is in you, the less you’ll desire the things of this world.  So that's what it looks like.  Okay, now that 
I'm in Christ, change me from the inside out.  He says this in verse 18, and now “having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.”  And then in verse 19 he kind of apologizes for the use 
of the word “slave” because he’s like, no, we’re actually free but for this example I'm going to talk about 
it like we're slaves to righteousness, even though he's like it's obviously freedom in righteousness.  But 
he says this: 

 

Verse 20: 

The Spirit of God  
does not desire the  

things of this world 
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And then he says in verse 22: 

 
And so now Paul is introducing what does it look like now to live your life in Christ.  And he says in 
obedience, as you put your faith and trust in the Lord, it will lead to what he calls sanctification, 
meaning you are going to start this journey to become more and more like Christ and this journey won't 
end until you step into eternity.  So you won't become like Christ fully, you won't be perfect, but you're 
gonna walk in according to His will and the Spirit of God is going to lead you and shape you to present 
yourself to the Lord as holy.  That's a beautiful thought.  That the truth is is for somebody who's 
genuinely walking with Jesus you can look back 10-20 years ago in your life and say, “Look what God 
has done.”  That should be everyone's testimony who's walking with Jesus.   

You look back 5 years, 10 years and say, “Look, what He gave me victory over.  Man, I once had 
broken relationship with my spouse but now it is bearing fruit because it's in Christ.”  “I used to have 
broken relationships with my family and my parents, but God has given me peace and we have brought 
reconciliation into these relationships.”  “Man, God has rescued me from debt.”  “Man, God has rescued 
me from addiction.”  “God has rescued me from the fear of men.”  That should be our testimony.  That’s 
the sanctification process.  Once we say yes to Jesus it starts this change in us.  And it's slow at times, 
it's fast at times, and it's definitely imperfect.   

But listen, salvation is not “I believe in Jesus and I get Heaven.”  
Salvation is “I believe in Jesus, now the Spirit of God lives through 
me.”  When I confess, I confess I need to be a vessel because I once 
was a slave.  Use me, shape me, change me, this is what Paul is 
introducing.  It's actually the start and we're going to talk about it a little 
bit later as it relates to our student ministry in that really “born-again” 

Salvation is – 
I believe in Jesus, 

now the Spirit of God 
lives through me 
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means that you're starting this, you haven't arrived.  It's actually once I give my life to Jesus and I'm 
baptized as a public display of what happened inside of me, now I start this journey.  I need to bring 
people around me who love Jesus, I need to move towards spiritual obedience, and I need to trust in 
what God says and not only what I feel.  It's a start of that.   

And so he says in verse 23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  And so he says there are two types of servitude, as he's using the slave analogy.  
He says one, the old leads to death.  I want to make this very real.  If you think by chasing the world and 
gaining the world and getting the approval of men, and getting the best job, the best car, the best 
marriage, the best family, the greatest kids is somehow going to lead to a soul-satisfying life, you're 
wrong.  And you're chasing the wind, and you don't take any of that with you, and then you'll stand 
before the Lord in judgment.  That's why he says it leads to death.  It produces no eternal fruit.  He says 
but in Christ Jesus now the things you do are the things that the Spirit of God is going to do through you.  
So now the things you do have eternal ramifications.  That though you may be poor, you may be rich, 
you may be healthy, you may be sick you, you may have great relationships, you may have poor 
relationships—because you're in obedience God's gonna use your life for eternal purposes.  That's 
amazing.  He says remember, don't be slave to the old self that offers no fruit, step into Christ and 
surrender. 

And so I want to talk about this idea of sanctification.  I want to talk 
about how does that look on a practical level because what we do in 
student ministries we actually train our leaders to look for stages, called 
stages of discipleship.  It comes from a book called DiscipleShift and it's 

all about the idea of identifying where you are in this kind of spiritual growth wheel and it actually 
comes from Paul.  Paul writes all throughout the epistles the idea of kind of spiritual children.  So Paul, 
he likes to equate spiritual growth to, like, human development.  And so he talks about spiritual children 
and infants and spiritual parents and he kind of talked about the characteristics that they exhibit and how 
it's evidence of their spiritual growth, and we're going to look at those and then kind of challenge 
ourselves.  But I want to talk a little bit about this as we talk about sanctification. 

When we're in Christ, God's role—He's the primary Sanctifier—this is really important to understand so 
we don't get into legalism.  That if you start to do godly things but it's not from the Spirit, it's just 
legalism.  So I read my Bible more, I know more about the Bible verses than you do, I served the poor 
more than you do, and you do that for self-praise—you're a Pharisee.  But—and it's very important—if 
God is growing you and God is shaping you and you read the Word more because you love it more, and 
you serve the sick because you see them the way God sees them, then you are to give God glory.  Why?  
Because that's healthy growth.  That's healthy transformation that comes from Him.  So God is the 
primary role when we talk about this growth.  Without Him we can't grow, we can't become more like 
Christ without the Spirit of God.   

But we also want to just give praise that God shows us where we are trying to get to in Christ.  Christ is 
our example—it's very simple—Christ is our example of a life well-lived.  So when you think about 
how you should spend your time, your energy, how you should build relationships, how you should look 
at things like prayer, the world government—Christ does and we follow.  Does that makes sense?  That 
if you're not in the Word you don't know what Jesus did so you will follow your flesh.  Jesus, teach me 
these things.  How do You love?  How do You see race and color and socio-economic?  How do You see 
those things?  And as we begin to have the eyes of Christ we begin to live that way.  God cares about the 
sick.  Do you?  Because His Spirit doesn't change, so as you step into it remember that Christ is our 
example, the Spirit of God is the One that shapes us and develops us. 

SANCTIFICATION 
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But I want to talk a little bit about our role because this is really important.  Our role in sanctification is 
really simple:  It's obedience.  And I want to call out this lie, especially a lie that young people believe, 
if you're in college—students, look at me—you are taught and listen, you may disagree with me but 
you'll know this is true, you will, you'll notice it's true, you are taught your feelings do.  If you feel a 
certain way, act on that because you’re god and your feelings rule.  The God who created you says, 
“Don't do that, that will lead to death.”  In fact, Scripture says if you go with feelings, you’ll probably 
surround yourself with a bunch of peers, kids your age, and they will be blind just as much as you and 
you will lead the blind and you will follow the blind and there'll be no fruits in your life.  And in fact, 
God says die to your feelings, surround yourself with people who have been walking with Jesus for a 
long time and that have wisdom not from themselves but from the Spirit.  Listen, I am not wise, the 
Spirit is wise through me.  Does that make sense?   

So those that have practiced surrender, practiced obedience, put yourself around them and students—
look at me, stop talking and listen—you will not grow in Christ's likeness by following feelings.  You 
are to take those captive.  So many of you think you're following Jesus, but you're just following your 
flesh, and then you say, “God, You must not be real because I don't see any evidence of You.”  And God 
says, “I don't even know you.”  So stop following the blind, surround yourself with those that are 
following the Lord and learn to ask great questions; learn to ask great questions and have great 
conversations when it comes to Jesus. 

[The room lights suddenly dim]  I was so powerful the lights went off [he laughs] no.  [Laughter]  You 
see that?  No, okay, anyway.  That was a little distracting but we're gonna move on.  Okay. 

So, here's what we're gonna do.  I'm gonna challenge you, real quick parents, look at me, because I just 
challenged the kids and a lot of you—it's funny, first service pairs applauded to that, I like okay, that’s 
[INAUDIBLE 0:14:18.3].   They were like, “Yeah!  Stop talking and listen!”  But I'm gonna turn the tide here 
and I'm gonna talk to your parents, listen to me, I want to say this because, like, I truly, truly, truly love 
you and this isn't said a lot but it needs to be said and this is the perfect situation to say it.  I've worked 
with thousands of kids in Chester County, I know this culture very well.  And I also grew up—just my 
background so you know, “Oh, he doesn't get it”—I was a major athlete.  I went from swimming 
tournament Saturday mornings, got in the car and drove to like a baseball championship Saturday 
afternoon, that was my life.  I get it.   

Look at me fathers, [INAUDIBLE 0:13:39.2] but here's the problem:  Many of you are raising professional 
athletes, you are discipling professional athletes, you're not discipling disciples.  You’re not.  And listen, 
that's awkward, I get it, I get it, but here's the truth.  We spend our time, our resources, our energies, and 
our priorities saying, “This is what we love.”  And I'm telling you I grew 
up with many, many people that have become great athletes, successful 
athletes, pro athletes and without Jesus they're still lost.  One of my best 
friend became a professional football player and after his short career he 
got baptized because he realized that the whole thing he was striving for his 
whole life didn't actually satisfy his soul.  And so it wasn't the thing that's the problem, it was the 
message that he was receiving that made his identity be in those things.  And that's a problem. 

Listen, I'm only talking to those who follow Jesus.  What are we doing?  The priorities in our lives and 
in our families should be Kingdom priorities.  If you're not redeeming that conversation with your child 
on the way to practice, what are you doing?  What are you doing?  If we don't elevate the things of 
this—like, listen, I've had so many conversations, practical conversations, say, “How much did you 
spend on that?!”  Do you realize that if you took your child on a mission trip for half of that it would 
transform their life?  It would change everything about how they see the world and how they see 

Without Jesus… 
they’re still lost 
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themselves.  And then being in depression because it's all about their performance.  For them to live 
there you could set them free by showing them the hands and feet of Jesus, and showing them that their 
purpose is so much more than to produce, it's to serve.  And I get it.  I get the pressure, but as we talk 
about sanctification what I want to just challenge us to do is saying where are you with the conversations 
you have around your house?  Where are you when it comes to how you see the church, how you see the 
student ministry?  Where are you with this?   

And so here's what we're going to do, we're going to talk about—you can throw that chart behind me—
we're going to talk about this idea of stages of discipleship.  And so what I want to do is I'm going to 
briefly just talk about these stages and say this is characteristic of these stages.  And again, all of these 
are where the Holy Spirit is growing and developing, but it's also really important to say, “Man, am I 
saying some of these things that these stages say?  Is my heart and where is it when it comes to living 
out a sanctified life, living out a life like Christ?”   

 

And so the first one I want to highlight is this idea of “spiritually dead,” and we’ve 
talked about this.  Spiritually dead are people—students, adults—these are people that 
if you are not following Jesus or you don't really feel like there's a need to surrender 
your life, you are spiritually dead.  You may actually go to church, you may actually 

DEAD 
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understand the Gospel, but you have not responded to it and it bears no fruit in your life.  And we talk 
about, in our leaders, that a spiritually dead student what they need is they need community, they need 
people around them that love Jesus and start to tell them about the Gospel and call them to respond to it.  
Here's who Jesus is, here's what He did for you, will you respond?  That's the stage, that's the need.  And 
in fact, spiritually dead people won't have any desire for the things of the Lord.  They won't really care if 
they go to church or not unless their family wants them to.  There's no conviction and no need in their 
life.  It's about them.  It's about their kingdom and they're chasing it.  So what they need is the Gospel. 

And then we talk about this idea of Paul says in Christ says it's born again where 
they step into new allegiance and now we call these people “spiritual infants.”  And 
what a spiritual infant is, the spiritual infant is somebody that has placed their faith in 
Jesus but really doesn't know what the Bible says, doesn't know what it teaches, and 

so a lot of times they'll say stuff like, “Oh, I didn't know the Bible said that.”  “Hey, do you know that 
the Bible actually talks about things like living together before marriage, and how marriage is this 
covenant relationship, and you shouldn't do that?”  “Uh, I never knew the Bible said that.”  They're not 
wanting not to follow Jesus, they just don't know what's taught and what they need is they need godly 
people coming alongside of them and studying it.  They need to get into a small group.  They need to 
start to read the Bible and ask questions and say, “What does this mean?”  They need to learn, they need 
to grow.  

Think about it.  My wife and I are—we're getting our fourth girl in September, don't applaud, no, you 
might.  So four [INAUDIBLE 0:08:59.5], and listen, we are dreading the 3 a.m. scream.  It's been years since 
the 3, uh,  I'm so good, but we're dreading.  Why?  Because I can't say to my infant, “Go back to sleep,” 
like, uh, I don't want to.  Why?  Because the infant needs us.  Infants need their parents.  To do what?  
To feed them, to be with them, to teach them, to walk, to learn, and to grow, to talk.  That's what a 
spiritual infant does.  I don't care how old they are.  By the way, you could be in church for 20 years and 
be an infant because your Bible is collecting dust and you really don't care what God has to say, you just 
thought you'd get in Heaven so you like that.  So spiritual infant needs the Gospel and His truth, and 
needs to grow and feed on it.   

And then we talk about this, “spiritual child.”  This is a person—regardless of how 
long they spent, how many hours they’ve spent in a building—this is a person who 
needs spiritual discipleship, they need truth just like the infant, but they're still 
self-centered, that the church and the things of God are still about them.  A spiritual 

child—I'm gonna bring some conviction here, and I was one for many, many years and sometimes every 
day, sometimes I’ll go back, just be honest—a spiritual child has a problem with the music, the lights, 
fog.  A spiritual child has a problem with no age-specific ministry or that the church didn't ask them to 
volunteer so they won't volunteer until they're asked.  A spiritual child still looks at church like it's for 
them and so they're quick to leave if there's a relationship or two that leaves because it was actually 
about the community, not about the Lord.   

A spiritual child sees a need and says, “Ah, that should be really good for somebody to fill that need, but 
I won't.”  That's a spiritual child.  Because God says sanctification and growing into Christ-likeness 
means you actually go from self- to God-centered, it's not about you.  This body, this church, is not 
about you, it's about Him and His Kingdom and His mission.  And if you've been set free from you, you 
shouldn't make decisions based on your preferences, it's based on His will.  And so here's the problem 
and here's why we talk this way:  It's because if we have our students graduate a spiritual child they may 
love the community, they may love the youth group because cuz they have friends—by the way, some 
of you, the reason your kids don't want to come to church is because they don't know anybody.  And I 

INFANT 

CHILD 
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always say n-no, you go to church for the Lord.  “I don't know anybody” — what are they saying?  
They're saying I'm actually here [he motions].   

Here's the problem, even if you come to the youth group and you become great friends with people and 
they all love Jesus and they pray together and they read their Bible together, because you love the 
community you start doing those things.  If our students graduate just as a spiritual child, here's the 
problem:  They'll go to college and they actually love the community, they didn't love the Lord, so now 
in college their new community—I know some of you college kids came back so let’s – look at me—
your new community drinks and parties and because your identity is not in the Lord, it's in community.  
You change your actions.  So we don't win if we have spiritual children in our ministry.  We say this all 
the time:  We want lifelong disciples of Jesus. 

So the next stage is called “spiritual young adults” and what we say there is this is 
the radical change from not seeing any fruit in your life to now seeing the fruit of the 
Spirit.  It's when you move to a God-centered view of things.  We say this is what a 
spiritual young adult student says; they say stuff like, “Man, I've been witnessing to 

my friend at school and I've been reading the Bible in my free time and I have some questions about 
what it means,” and “Hey, can you pray for me because I'm gonna go and do these things,” and “Hey, I 
started to serve as a student leader in the ministry and now I'm starting to use my gifts.  Oh, by the way, 
it looks like there's a need for a tech, I'm gonna go and do that.”  So what we're seeing now is that a 
student's heart now becomes God-centered; it's about what God wants, so then their conversations and 
the things that gets them excited is changing.  And now when they are young adults we start to cultivate 
and to release.  “Hey, you do that, you do that, you know how to do it, go do.”  And we raise up spiritual 
parents that now—do what?  They make disciples.  They start coming back and saying, “Hey, I've been 
witnessing to my co-workers,” “I've been witnessing to my family,” and “Can you pray for me, I'm 
going in.” 

Hey, isn't really cool that our church is so diverse, and isn’t it cool all the styles that are represented?  
Praise the Lord.  And I'm so thankful that God is using us to do His will.  Isn't God awesome?   

And then what happens, parents, is they go to college and they don't complain because there's no 
community for them of Christians, they start one.  “I'm gonna start one in my hallway because I know 
the Bible, I know how to teach it, I know how to bring community, I know how to outreach, I am 
equipped for the work of ministry.  That's the goal.  And that's the goal for anybody who claims Christ.  
It's to grow to the point where you can make disciples because your identity, your purpose is rested in 
Him, and now you think the things of the Lord.  Do you think that Jesus didn't do things because of His 
personal preferences?  I don't.  I think Jesus looked around and said, “Where is my Father's work?”  And 
then He went. 

So that's what we want to do; that's when we say we want to make disciples of Jesus this is where we 
want to take it.  And I want to ask you as the band comes up, here's the conversation that I want to have 
here:  Is this the goal for you as a student when it comes to how you see church and how you see 
ministry?  It's there to equip me, to grow me, to teach me, because if it's just a social gathering you’ve 
got tons of those options, but if it's a Gospel-centered community you have a few, but you need it.  You 
don't need community, you need Gospel-centered discipleship or you'll stay here.  You'll get eternity, 
but no fruit from your life, and who wants that?  Right?  Who wants to live as a slave when you've been 
set free?   

And so parents, I want to ask you what's your primary goal with your kids?  Are you satisfied with 
spiritual infants and are you pushing towards the world?  Or are you like everything we do from here on 

YOUNG 
ADULTS
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out as a mother, as a father, as leaders of my family, everything we're gonna do is gonna be about 
growing my kids in their Christlikeness?  I want to raise up lifelong disciples of Jesus because when I'm 
gone and I'm in glory, Father, You're left to love them, to shepherd them, to lead them.  So if I can 
release them and they're in love with You, I win as a parent.  I don't care what they do with their life as 
long as it's for You, Lord.  That's the goal. 

So we're gonna take some time right now to give back to the Lord.  As was mentioned in the beginning,  
that every gift that you give goes to the Kingdom, that's awesome.  That's why my wife and I want to 
give more and more, the more we can because we know every gift goes to the Kingdom when we give to 
the Lord.  So I'm going to invite you to give.  If you're new, don't give.  Maybe you're just learning and 
that's fine, you don't understand, but for those who are in Christ Jesus, God calls you to give so walk in 
obedience.  But as you give lives change and we thank you for that.  It's one of the main goals for this 
morning is just to show you how powerful it is when you step out in faith and do Kingdom things.  So 
let me pray and we're going to lead you in worship to conclude this morning  

Father, 

We love you and Lord, bless this giving, Lord.  Let it be for Your Name and your glory.  And 
what we also ask is that You continue to bring in the lost into our student ministry, Lord, and let 
us show them You.   

I thank You for Nick, I thank You for Sarah, thank You for them and more importantly loving 
You, Jesus, through the community that we have.  So bless this time, bless these gifts, and let us 
worship as spiritual parents as we lift You praise for what You did and who You are. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
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