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Good morning, Church, and good morning, Church, around the world that's watching online.  Welcome 
to our gathering today and we're glad that you joined us.  I'm excited that you're here today.  Boy, it’s 
quiet in here.  [Laughter]  Wow!  Wow.  

Starting a new series today called ROWS TO CIRCLES.  The question this morning is:  What puts us in a 
row like this here today?  You happened to find your way your way into this row.  Pew Research did a 
little research study here recently as to why people go to church.  They said that the most common 
reason for attending church was that 81% of the people said they wanted to feel close to God.  Sixty-
nine percent of the people said it provides a moral foundation for their kids.  I like that, although I’d 
probably say here at Calvary a biblical foundation for your kids.  Those of you in first hour working 
with our kids, thanks so much.  I was out you in the New Here, Meet Here, and I had a couple people 
just say to me, “I love this church because of what they’re teaching my kids.  I hear it all the way home.”  
So thank you so much for teaching up there.  It’s just amazing.  Sixty-eight percent said they want to 
come here to become a better person; 66% said they come in times of trouble.   

And by the way, one of the things that we think is really, really important is that you that you have a 
place where you’re coming in here with a burden on your heart, that you don’t leave here with it.  So out 
in the Prayer Chapel right afterwards people are out there waiting to pray with you.  It’s important and 
we invite you back there afterwards. 

Here's a good one, 31% said they come out of a sense of obligation.  [He raises his hand] Anyone 
agree?  Okay, we got one.  Oh, you weren’t raising your hand, Jeff?  [Laughter]  [He says jokingly]  You 
gotta be careful putting your hand up in times like that.  Not a time to scratch your head.  [He laughs]  
Aw, 19% said they want to meet new people.  Aw, I don't know what the Pew Research is.  Let's talk to 
you.  So the question is:  Why do you come?  Why do you keep coming back here every week and 
sitting in this row and being part of this church?  So I’ve got runners.  This is a little bit different, it 
worked first hour, they were a little slow to the draw, I need you to answer the question.  So, hey listen, 
we have a Calvary rule around here, you can’t grab the mike, so they’ll hold the mike—don’t even try, 
they’ll get sort of testy with you if you try to grab the mike because people grab the mike and give long 
speeches.  The nice thing when we hold onto it, we just take it away. 

So anyhow, why do you come to church?  Why do you come to church?  Just raise your hand and they’ll 
come to you.  [He points at someone in the audience]  Right here, we’ve got someone up front.  If 
you’re nearby, grab their attention, we’ve got some over here.  Go ahead.   
 

 

Female 1: I’m told by God to be where I am when I am, and I was told to be here today. 

Lee: Awesome!  Welcome.  We’ve got one right behind you. 

Female 2: I come to hear what the Lord will say to me through the teaching. 

Lee: Awesome!  Awesome. 

Male 1: I was raised Catholic and I just went to a variety of churches throughout my life where I 
felt like I never really belonged and I struggled to find a place where it felt like home and a 
couple months ago a friend of mine brought me here and from my first visit here and ever 
since I finally found that place where I feel like I belong, where everyone’s just one big 
family, and I look forward to every Sunday.  It feels like home here. 

Lee: That’s awesome.  That’s awesome.   

[Applause] 

Lee: Welcome.  Welcome.  [He points to his left]  We’ve got another one over here. 
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Female 3: The praise and worship. 

Lee: Amen, amen, outstanding.  We’ve another here? 

Female 4: [INAUDIBLE] 

Lee: Not many uninterrupted places in this world are there?   

Male 2: Fellowship and [INAUDIBLE] brothers and sisters. 

Lee: Awesome.   

Female 5: A place where you come to be intimate with God and [INAUDIBLE]. 

Lee: Awesome.  Awesome.  Who else?  [Points to his right] 

Male 3: I’m getting ready, Lee. 

Lee: All right. 

Male 4: Better one day in His courts than a thousand elsewhere. 

Lee: Amen. 

Female 6: Hi.  I just moved here from Virginia and I don’t have any friends or anybody, so I know 
from the foundation of being with the church in Virginia that I need to be with other fellow 
Christians because if you’re alone that’s when you are weak.  So I’m here so I’m not weak, 
I’m with other fellow Christians. 

Lee: Thank you for sharing that.  All right. 

[Applause] 

Lee: So, Church, you see someone sitting alone, just come and sit next to them. 

Female 7: So I moved around a lot due to work.  No matter where I move I always find a church that I 
call home.  Each week if I don’t come here I miss home. 

Lee: Amen.  Amen. 

[Applause] 

Female 8: I come to church to teach my children about God. 

Lee: Awesome. 

Male 5: I just come here to serve [INAUDIBLE].   

Male 6: I also went through Catholic faith and then through different religions and from the love 
and compassion and just community that you guys have here, that’s why I’ve been here 
today. 

[Applause] 

Male 7: I’m here every week to be strengthened, to be refreshed, and to get that armor really strong 
because the week that I come from has usually beaten me up pretty good.  So I need to be 
strong for the week that is to come.  So a community of people, hearing God’s Word and 
strengthening me so I can go out and do my daily battle fully armored. 

[Applause] 

Male 8: I just really like being part of one big, happy family. 

Lee: Ye-a-ah, well put.  Well put. 

Male 9: Uhm, Hebrews 10:25 (NLT) says, “And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing 
near.” 
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[Applause] 

Lee: I love it.   

[Applause] 

Lee: You stole my sermon.  [He laughs.] 

Male 10: So, uhm, I feel like I have the opportunity here to play my role in what God’s doing. 

Lee: Well put. 

Male 11: I come here to serve God and be a leader for my family and my community. 

Lee: Awesome.  Awesome.  Thank you.  Thank you. 

[Applause] 

Male 12: [INAUDIBLE] worship I can just pour myself out here [INAUDIBLE]. 

[Applause] 

Lee: Anyone else? 

Male comments from audience:  It was a long run [Pastor Lee laughs] to keep the fire burning. 
 

 

You know what’s crazy is you’re a lot less people in this room than first hour, but boy, you guys are a 
lot of more into it.  The coffee must have had a chance to take its toll by the time you get in here.  Even 
Stephen mentioned that when you start singing and worshipping you just get into it, so thank you, 
Church, for being part of it.  Thanks for helping out with that.  I decided to do that and I thought, This 
could be a really bad idea, so thank you so much for doing that. 

Hey, listen, here’s something that’s on my mind.  I was with a number of people here just recently who 
would have at one time been part of what I would call Church for me, they were people that were deeply 
involved in my life.  We went to church together.  We served together.  We talked about spiritual things 
together and I was with them here recently and a number of them made the comment to me, “Yeah, we 
don’t go to church anymore.”  And they had all sorts of different reasons and answers about that but they 
weren’t going anymore and it concerned me.  One guy even said, “Hey, listen, I read my Bible every 
day.  I'm like seriously committed.”  Another guy pulled out his phone and showed me the app that he 
listens to sermons on.  Another one said, “Hey, I still send in my money to the church every month.”  
And he said, “I would never consider missing that.”  But each of these people said they don't go to 
church anymore.  And I heard a common theme that probably you've heard before.  They said this:  I 
don't have to go to church to be a Christian. 

Have you ever heard that statement?  What do you do with that?  Because we know going to church 
doesn’t save you.  Right?  Well, you all agree with that.  We agree with that.  So then you ask the 
question:  Why do we sit in rows?  Why would we be here?  Let me ask you this question:  Do you have 
someone in your life that you know that doesn't go to church anymore?  Used to go to church?  It breaks 
your heart they don’t go to church anymore.  Maybe a family member, maybe a kid, maybe someone 
that’s really close to you, maybe someone that at one time you invited to church—well done if you did 
that—and they got saved and they asked Jesus into their life, but today they're not going to church 
anymore. 

A number of my friends talked about the reasons that they find themselves in that situation.  And if you 
talk to friends they don't go to church anymore, you'll find a lot of disillusionment with church, and you 
ask the question:  Why is that?   Did Jesus fail them?  But they would be quick to say no.  Did God fail 
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them?  Most of them would be quick to say no.  I mean, there are some who have a little conversation 
about that, but overall their disillusionment with the church they have a whole lot of different excuses 
and reasons, but normally when you boil those reasons down it has to do with a person or a group of 
people or an organization or a hiccup somewhere in those worlds.  Hebrews chapter 10, thank you very 
much [he gestures acknowledgement to the male who earlier quoted Hebrews 10:25], you rock.   
Hebrews chapter 10, verses 24 and 25, I'm gonna read this a couple times today because this is huge.  It 
says this:   

24 And let us  

— that would be us — 

consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  

Let that sink in for a moment:  How can I cause you to be more loving?  What could I do that would 
make you want to love more?  What could I do that would make you want to do good works more?  He 
says: 

25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,  

—that’s the group of people we were just chatting a moment ago.  Maybe it’s been you.  Maybe you’re 
back for the first time after a long time and you’re like, “Wow, that is really weird that he’d say that 
today.”  Don’t stop meeting.   

There’s this ongoing survey that goes on, “How many weeks a month do you attend church?”  And 
there’s this ongoing discussion that in America it’s less and less weeks a month.  And there’s all sorts of 
discussions as to why—traveling sports teams and activities and all these different things that go on—
and then he says, “Well, listen, this is something that we must not do.  Must not neglect meeting each 
other.”  And then he says “as is the habit of some” — 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

~ HEBREWS 10:24-25 

So I’ll start with that word “encouragement” for a moment.  Our job is to encourage each other.  I would 
love for you to turn in your Bibles to John chapter 17.  I’m not going to put it up on the screen.  I want 
you to look there because I want you to see it.  Here's why:  These are the words of Jesus.  This is a 
prayer of Jesus that Jesus prays for us individually and collectively as the Church.  

By the way, if you don't have a Bible, we always have free Bibles on the back tables back there, grab 
one.  If you know someone that needs it, if they’re going to read it, get it and give it to them, put their 
name on it.  We want you to have a Bible.   

John chapter 17.  If you’re reading it from an electronic version, that’s fine, we just want you reading the 
Bible here.  And one of the reasons I want you open to it in your Bible is so you get an eye on it so that 
maybe it might be a jumping-off place for you to begin studying this because a lot of people say, 
“Where would I start?  What would I start reading in?”  If you just took this chapter and meditated on it, 
it would be powerful.  And we believe that just Sunday is not enough; we know that there needs to be so 
much more all week long.  So I said turn to John 17, I meant that, but I'm gonna start in the verse before 
that in chapter 16, verse 33, this is Jesus saying, He says this: 

33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  

~ JOHN 16:33a 
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Take a deep breath, Church, the peace of Jesus, let it fall on you in this place today.  Jesus says: 

In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

~ JOHN 16:33b 

I appreciate what a couple of you said, there’s just a moment here where I can a moment out, 
uninterrupted, and be reminded that Jesus is my peace.  So we can separate from that tribulation and 
remember that He’s got this, that He’s overcome this world.   

So in chapter 17 is where He begins to pray, He begins to pray for us. 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 
him authority over all flesh 

~ JOHN 17:1-2a 

So this is the beginning His prayer; it goes throughout the rest of the chapter.  There is so much here you 
need to read that.  I hope that you read it, but if you would just let your eyes call down to verse 20 of 
chapter 17.  He says this: 

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me  

— those who would come after that would, like us, that we would come later, that we would believe in 
Jesus yet to come — 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in 
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 
are one, 

~ JOHN 17:20-22 

Are you picturing what’s going on here?  Jesus is praying to God that we, the Church, those who would 
get saved, that we put our trust in Jesus, that we would be united.  In fact, Jesus in this prayer says this 
glory that You’ve given to me, would You give that to the Church to give them the power and ability to 
have this oneness?  And so you ask the question:  How in the world can we have that oneness with this 
group of people [he gestures the expanse of the audience]? 

I have noticed over the years at different churches that I go to have different strengths, different 
churches that I know of they have different strengths; there’s just certain things that mark certain 
churches.  There’s one church that I was very connected with many years ago and one thing that 
connected that church, if you asked anyone about that church, the word was this:  They love each other.  
They really are committed to each other.  They know each other.  They love hanging out with each 
other.  They love spending time with each other.  It’s certainly something that I want for this church, that 
we would be a church that is together, that we are united together.  Here’s the deal:  We need each other.  
And there’s all sorts of things that come that try to separate us.  But under Jesus and in Jesus, we as a 
group are brought together into this thing called “the Church,” and we’re called together to encourage 
each other.  So that’s why here at Calvary we have all sorts of things that are going on constantly trying 
to find a way to bring us together.   

I’m smart enough to know that I probably cannot program our way into this.  You know, you can create 
all sorts of activities and events to try to make that happen, it doesn’t necessarily happen that way.  And 
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even at that, only certain groups of people jump in and become a part of that.  I learned that last week.  I 
wasn’t preaching last week so I was outside of here checking out what was going on and I noticed when 
the preacher said “Amen” everyone left.  It was crazy.  I was like, “Whoa!  This is weird.”  But there are 
a lot of people who slip into a church like ours because they can slide in late and leave early and no one 
notices them, no one knows their name, they can just sort of slide in anonymously.  I wouldn’t be 
surprised if there’s a number of you in here today that are like totally in the mode of staying anonymous 
here at Calvary.  That’s fine.  It’s a good place to start out that way, but what we want for you is we 
would want for you to be a part of the Church and be a part of God’s unity that He is blessing this place 
with because that’s when all of a sudden this becomes an amazing place when you’re part of that unity. 

He says here, listen, don’t neglect meeting together, don’t make this a once a month thing, don’t make 
this a twice a month thing.  Don’t even make this just a once a month thing.  Let’s make this a thing that 
we as a group of people in unity are together on, that we’re serving together. 

I was talking to someone this week who, their family’s gone through a major medical situation and came 
back from time in a rehabilitation center and this person said, “You know, the doorbell rang and I was 
running around like a wild, crazy person and went to open up the door expecting to see one of the 
providers that were dropping off machines and there to do this and that,” and these people were there 
that she didn’t know and she said, “my Church was at my door and they had a big tray of food,” and she 
said, “it just made all the difference in the world.”   

There’s something about when we as a Church, people that are so randomly different and so many 
different backgrounds, so many different ages, so many different thought processes and the like, are 
brought together under the Name of Jesus.  Jesus said in Matthew, “I will build my church.”1  This 
church isn’t built because we have good plans, good ideas, good directions for it.  The Bible says Jesus 
builds this Church.  This is His plan, and this is His plan for how He brings all of us together that have 
one thing in common:  We have trusted in Jesus.  Listen to the words in John 17, verse 2, Jesus as He’s 
praying He says: 

2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. 

~ JOHN 17: 2 

Now we recognize real fast that we are not part of the Church because we are in rows, we are only part 
of the Church because we have put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ alone.   

The word “church” is an interesting word.  
The word ekklésia in the Greek—ek means 
“out of” and kaléō means “to be called”—
those words put together it talks to us about 

those who have been called out of.  There’s a verse in 1st Peter chapter 2, verse 9, it says this:  you were 
called out of darkness into His marvelous light.2  Something happened when you and I were walking in 
the darkness, we had that sin nature on us, we are fallen, and we met Jesus and we put our trust in Jesus.  
And all of a sudden something massive changed.  We put our trust in Him and now no longer were we 
people of the darkness, we were no longer a people whose father was Satan, but Jesus came into our life, 
our Father was God, and we came into and walked into the light.  We are people called out, and as a 

                                                 
1  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not 

conquer it.  ~ MATTHEW 16:18 (NLT) 
2 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 

him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  ~ 1 PETER 2:9 

We are only part of the Church because we have 
put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ alone. 
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result of that we’re very, very different, and we are a people that are living our lives in a different way.  
And so we have a unity among ourselves that we wouldn’t have otherwise. 

Listen to 1 Peter chapter 2, verse 5: 
5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

~ 1 PETER 2:5 

He describes us as we are stones and we are being built up to be the Church.  Here’s what I want you to 
hear:  Oftentimes when we talk about the Church we think of the building.  So if you say, “Hey, I’m 
gonna run over to the church for a minute,” or “I’m gonna go to the church in the morning,” we’re 
thinking of this building.  The Bible never describes this building as the Church.   

The previous church I was pastor at we outgrew our building, a small, little building, and we decided 
we’d go to an interim facility and we rented this car dealership which made for an interesting church.  
And, you know, when you’re meeting in stalls where they used to fix cars and you have big garage 
doors on it, it’s very different than this kind of a space that we have.  And a number of people said, 
“This feels weird calling this a church.  It’s just sort of… it’s not a church.  It just doesn’t feel right to do 
that.”  And so we were like what do we call this building?  And we were standing outside when we were 
answering that question and we looked up above the glass door, it was the number 209, which was the 
address of the facility, so we said, “Well, we’ll call it the 209 from now on.”  And from thereon out we 
referred to that facility as the 209.  What was interesting, we were there several years, and what it did for 
us is it made us realize that THAT was the 209—that was not the Church, we are the Church.  And we 
were reminded that we, when we get together, we are getting together as the Church and there’s 
something powerful about that. 

I was thinking about the upcoming men’s retreat conference that’s going to 
take place where, you know, a bunch of you—I hope a bunch of you sign 
up for it and go together.  You might be one of those guys that say, “Why 
would I want to do that?”  I mean, you can just sort of smell the room that 
you’re all sleeping in.  “Yeah, I don’t think I wanna do that.”  Uhm, you 
think, “Do I really want to, you know, go swim in a lake with a bunch of 
guys?  Do I wanna go on a zip line?  Yeah, I’m not sure about that.”  You 
even picture going through a line in the cafeteria and then having to take your trays back up to clean 
them up and that kind of stuff and you’re going, “I don’t know if I wanna do that.  Why would I do 
that?”  Until all of a sudden you’re like, “Wait a minute.  I need to be connected.  I need to have 
community.  And I need to be connected with people who are part of the Church.”  Not the building, 
Church is not the building, Church is not this organization, it's not something like that.  It is a group of 
people who are children of Jesus Christ who have put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ, who come 
together because they have things that are similar; they're coming together under Jesus Christ.  That’s 
why we’re always saying “CF" – Christ First around here.  And now all of a sudden you go, “You know 
what?  That’s something I really want to do.  I need those relationships.  I need those connections.  I 
need those friendships.”  And I’ve had guy after guy say to me, “I have relationships in this place 
because I went on something like that.” 

I’m excited about our Women’s Ministry, that’ll be starting up here in September, where they get 
together in the morning, or if you can’t come in the morning you can come in the evening, and if you 
can’t come in the evening because you have kids that you gotta get tucked into bed, they even have a 
later session.  And I just think that it’s way cool that they do even a later session, but the whole thought 
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process is this:  We get around the table with other ladies.  And there’s awesome Bible teaching there, 
but there’s something that takes awesome Bible teaching because, I mean, you really can get on the 
Internet and listen to some awesome Bible teaching, you can read your Bible yourself for that hour and 
get that awesome Bible.  There’s something that happens when that synergy around the table, that’s the 
secular word that we have this tendency to use now, I would submit to you it’s the word “Church.”  You 
are these living stones being built up into this thing called the Church.  Something that God created for 
this time in a very definitive time in history that will end when Jesus comes back to this earth, and He’s 
brought us together as the Church and there is something holy about this thing called the Church.  There 
is something glorious about this thing called the Church.  There’s something really important when we 
get together.  And that’s why Jesus prays, “Father, unify them.”  There’s something powerful when we 
as a group come together.  The word “Church” is used 114 times in the New Testament of our Bible.   

Ephesians 2:22 says this: 

22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

~ EPHESIANS 2:22 

In Him you are being built together—we, we, we're being built together.  It isn't God coming into this 
building, it's God coming into us as a group—that is an incredibly powerful thing and it's something that 
I want to invite you into. 

Now I want to say this to you real quickly and I want to make this really, really, this point really 
strongly:  You are not a Christian, you are not a part of the Church because you are in a row.  Right?   

 
The only reason that you're a Christian, the only reason that you are part of the Church is if you'll put 
your faith and trust in Jesus alone.  When you put your faith in Jesus Christ alone, you are part of this 
thing called the Church when you trust Jesus.  He's the head of the Church.  He's the cornerstone.  He's 
the One that we put our attention on.  Really, He is the central focus that lets all of our differences fall 
away and allows us all to gather around that focal point.  Again, it's why we say all the time around here, 
“Christ First.”   

I also want to make it clear that when you’re part of the Church, you’re part of something bigger than 
just this place.  We're just the ones that can fit into this building.  We’re just the ones that have decided 
to descend on this location today.  You and I know there are other places that hold Jesus first, that hold 
the Word of God high, that are teaching that you must put your trust in Jesus today in this town and they 
are the Church.  We are part of them.  We’re not separate from them.  They are the Church.  We stand 
together under the same beliefs.  And not only that, but other churches across this nation as was well 
mentioned as, “I will find a place to call home wherever I go.”  I heard it said over and over in here, “I 

You are not a Christian or part of His Church 
because you’re in a row. 

 
You are a Christian  

ONLY IF  
you have placed your faith and trust in 
Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. 
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want that family.”  That makes me so happy to hear you saying that because that’s exactly what the 
picture is being drawn of the Church.   

You go a step further and you look at overseas.  A bunch of years ago this Church decided we’re going 
to make a huge investment in this little village in Senegal, a little village called Baback.  We’re so happy 
because God has moved there.  I got to see it and see their meeting and their Church and the Christians 
that have grown up in that village.  And that village said, “We need not to just stay here in this village, 
we need to go to another village,” and we’re helping them go to another village now called Ngalagne.  
We’re going to be telling you a lot more about this here in a couple of months. But the bottom line is 
this:  They’re part of the Church.  It’s not another Church, it’s not a Church in another location, it’s part 
of the Church and they’re part of us.  That is why when we go there even though we don’t speak the 
language and we can’t really connect on the same heart level in our communication, there’s something 
that feels really intensely close with us, because when words can’t express what we’re feeling there is a 
connection of the Spirit of God in our lives and we’ve seen that. 

In just a couple weeks, and I hate to say that it’s a couple weeks because 
I’m talking about September the 2nd, we’re going to have a Sunday 
morning where instead of having two services we’re going to have 
everyone into this room at one time so the whole Church is in here.  And 

people were reminding me first hour because the place was packed first 
hour, “That doesn’t work.”  Uh, it’ll be fine.  I mean, what’s the worst 
that could happen?  The roof come down, you know, I mean, it’s like 
[Laughter], so the bottom line is we’re just gonna pack in here as full as 
we can because if we want to see the whole Church under one roof at 
one time.  So be thinking about that, September 
2nd, just plan on being here.  And on that day as 
soon as the service is over, we’re all going to go 
out in the front parking lot and we’re gonna have 

games and activities and fun, this kind of thing.  We’re gonna have food trucks 
out there.  And I said that first hour and I got like two hoots in the room that 
we’re going to have food trucks.  [Laughter]  I thought that would be something 
exciting.  I found out that the young adult thing that they like the food trucks.  
But anyhow, we’re going to have food trucks out in the parking lot [hoots, 
hollers, and applause from audience], yeah, there we are, great.  But here’s the bigger piece that I’m 
excited about is that we’re going to hang out together and that’s why we do it.   

We’re not doing it so you have a, you know, just a bunch of a fun for a bunch of people who want to 
join up at this property.  Two months ago we had Uwchlan Days here in our parking lot.  The parking lot 
packed up but the people were able to see the fireworks though.  What are we trying to do?  We’re 
trying to create environments and opportunities for people to come together because our world separates 
us constantly; we’re just constantly pulled apart.  Even in your own family you can feel it and you sense 
it.  Everything around just pulls us apart and what we believe that Jesus said, that He brought us together 
and He’s praying that we will be united, and so we’re doing all sorts of things here at Calvary to bring 
the Church together as a body.   

So I want to say this:  The question that we tend to ask ourselves as we come into this place and we’re 
alone and we tend to think, “No one said anything to me.”  Or, “They said something to me but I don’t 
know why they said something to me.  They had a tag around their neck so I think they just like the hit 
people that are supposed to shake my hand and say hi to me,” so we sort of cancel that out.  Or, “They 
seem like they said hi to me, but I think they’re just that type of family.  They try to make people feel 
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good, and so they’re just feeling sorry for me, so I don’t think I’m going to talk to them again.”  Or, 
“Well, they just seem like they’re high falutin and they just seem like they’re part of what cliques and 

stuff like that so I won’t be part of that.”  And we become our own worst enemy in 
that we can come up with a list of excuses why we weren’t able to connect in.  But I 
get it.  We have that noise in our head.  We have those question marks.  We’ve seen 
people with wrong impressions and this kind of thing.  It’s one of the reasons why 
we want to have this time to have this conversation together because I want to invite 
this Church and I want to invite you into connecting with each other. 

We oftentimes say at the end of the service, “We’ve got the best coffee in town.  Go out and have a cup 
of coffee, have a bagel,” and I see all of you out there sitting there buttering up bagels and this kind of 
stuff, that makes me really excited because you’re together and you’re meeting people you wouldn’t 
meet otherwise.  And I’ve noticed it’s mostly the kids eating the bagels, but here’s the cool thing, 
seriously, here’s the cool thing—when your kid sticks their bagel in another kid’s face and you have to 
go over and say, “I’m sorry,” all of a sudden you’ve met a parent [Laughter] and you've connected.  I 
love that.  Whatever it takes.  Whatever it takes.  That’s why I say, “Let's not rush out the doors.  Let's 
stay here, let's connect with each other.  Let's find a way to be together.  Let's love on each other.” 

The problem is for many of us we see church as the building, we see church as the institution.  Back to 
my friends, they saw church as a problem, and you go, what do you do with that?  I remind us, I remind 
us that we're all fallen people and we're all messed up people, we don't all have it together, so we will 
fail in these relationships.  We will fail you in how we treat you.  We will fail you in just whether we’re 
there at the right time, but as a Church Jesus prays for us that we’ll be able to come together.  And in 
that prayer we just praise this special blessing and this glory from God; that is something that was 
clearly given to us as a Church and I want us as a Church to experience that and I want to invite us into 
that.   

As I said a little bit ago, I can't program our way into this.  And even if I tried to you’d become very 
suspicious of me real quick.  “Oh, he just wants to get a bunch of people and a bunch of programs and 
activities.”  On the other hand, if we’re not careful, none of us become involved in anything, so I’d like 
to invite you.  In the seat in front of you is a little card like this [he holds one up], just make me think 
that you’re really engaged and reach forward and grab this card out of the seat for me, just pretend, 
whatever, even if you don’t grab it out of there just grab it, seriously, I’d like you to grab this card and 
there’s a pen there, I really wish all of you would just jump in and be a part of this.  Even if you write on 
this card, “This is bogus.  I don’t want to fill it out,” put it back in the thing, at least we get it, we get the 
message.  I realize I have to push harder and come at it from a different angle.  But seriously, my heart 
would be is that we create enough opportunities for us as a Church to come together because we 
recognize that so many of us are so ridiculously different. 

We were talking a couple years ago with a person and they told me that all of us have a different 
number.  And I said, “What’s that mean?”  He said, “Some of us like to meet one on one, we’re just 
better one on one.  Some of us are better, like, with twelve people, six couples, and some of us would 
rather be in a huge room like this.”  That’s interesting, we’re very different so our needs are different, 
where we’re going to land are different, so I just wanted to point this out to you that there are 
opportunities for you.   

Let me just say something as simple as sports.  Every night of the week here at this church we have 
different sports going on over here in the gym, and it always stops half way through and we just have 
just a 5- or 10-minute time of prayer and reading of the Scripture and then back on the court we go.  
There’s volleyball, [inaudible response from audience] soccer, thank you very much, what night is that?  
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Tuesday?  Tuesday soccer, Wednesday basketball, Thursday volleyball, this Friday swing dancing, and 
uhm, so, you know, just crazy all the different things.  But here’s what I found and this is what I want to 
say to you, Church, somebody will say oh, sports, big deal, whatever, what’s the deal with the gym?  
That’s not biblical.  That’s not this or that.  Here’s what I found:  Almost always the group’s like, “Hey, 
do you wanna go over to” – one of these local restaurants – “and get a Coke afterwards?”  “Hey, why 
don’t we just go hang out for a little bit?”  Or they end up sitting here in the Lobby here for a long time.  
We’ve got to find ways and we’re creating ways where the Church can come together, where you can 
connect together.   

There’s things on here [the card] like care groups.  Now you look around this room and the needs, 
there’s some very specific needs, we have those needs.  I mentioned the Women’s Ministry and meeting 
around those tables.  There’s things like Newlyweds Group or just, if you’re newly married, there’s a 
group of people that are [INAUDIBLE].  There’s people for over age 55, so if you’re living in one of those 
gated neighborhoods this is for you.  So there’s just all sorts of cool stuff here.   

On the flip side of the card I want to mention one other thing for you.  I think sometimes we all get to a 
place in our life where we’ve been waiting for someone to serve us, someone to provide for us, and 
we’re just at that place in our life right now where we go, “You know what?  I need to turn that thing 
upside-down.  I need to care about someone else.  I need to do something for someone else.” 

It was so cool here.  Recently I saw a whole family helping out with the bagels and the coffee out here, 
which is one of those areas we just need a ton of help and their kids are like 8 and 10, this kind of thing, 
and they’re in there slicing bagels.  I’m like, “Don’t worry about your finger.  It’ll grow back.  It’s all 
cool.”  But I was so excited and I was talking to the parents and they were just like, “Our family can’t 
wait to get up on Sunday morning and come in and slice bagels and roll coffee out to these carts.”  The 
bottom line is we’re getting outside of ourselves instead of coming in and going, “What’s here for me 
and what’s provided for me?”  I’m getting outside of me, [INAUDIBLE] myself.   

And the thing I would just say to you is there are so many different 
opportunities on here from working with our children—I read an article 
this week that said we all need to, for six months, to be holding babies 
up in the nursery.  I disagree with the article.  I don’t think we should 
all be holding babies, but there are some of you who would love to hold 
babies, you ought to hold babies.  There are so many different 

opportunities on here and all of us ought to just jump in there and be a part of it because you just bring 
so much.  I’ve seen recently in our student ministries we’ve got a ton of parents serving in there and 
we’ve just seen that whole ministry just soar because of that because parents are just getting involved 
and jumping in there.  So I just throw that out to you and say jump in there.  And there are so many 
things on this card that I might say to you, Church, would you serve?  If you’re not interested in holding 
babies but you’re better with wires and knobs, go see Rob back here at the sound board.  There’s so 
many different opportunities here and I would love for you to sign up. 

In a moment we’re going to put this into the offering bucket, but I want to read the verse that you read to 
us one more time, I told you I’d read it at the end. 

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 

— take that out of here today — 

25 not neglecting to meet together,  
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— so it’s more than just sitting in a row, it’s like how can we make this a daily thing? — 

as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. 

~ HEBREWS 10:24-25 

I’m going to pray. 

Lord Jesus, 

Thank you so much for letting us come into this place today.  Lord, I know there are people in 
this room right now that would love to connect with other people, they’re just not quite sure how 
or when.  So whether that’s jumping in, filling out one of these cards, or whether it’s just turning 
to someone and saying, “Hey, let’s do what the preacher said and let’s go to lunch together.”  
Lord, if it’s a matter of going to have a bagel together, Lord, I pray that You’d connect us.  I 
know that You prayed for that and You said that your glory would cover this Church because of 
that.  Lord, would You be glorified in our lives right now. 

Lord, as we give our gifts and tithes to You we don’t see that as burdensome, we see that as a 
blessing that You’ve given us everything and we know that we can’t out-give You.  And so we just 
give to You out of the graciousness of our hearts because we love You so much. 

It’s in Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

At the end of each of your rows there’s a bucket.  If you’re near the end of a row and there’s no one 
between you and the end of the row, would you just sort of reach over there and grab that bucket and 
pass it across and give your gifts to the Lord.  Put those cards in that bucket, great time to do it.  If you 
have questions about those different ministries, serving, or getting involved in groups, Pastor Mike and 
his team are in the Lobby right over there [points to his left] afterwards, go over there and have a 
conversation with them. 
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