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Going into this Christmas week I hope that you’ll do this this week, that you’ll take a moment sometime 
during this week to tell the Christmas story.  You get the opportunity to be home for the holidays with a 
lot of people connecting, we’ll tell a lot of stories, repeat a lot of stories, remember Christmas past, 
would you consider sharing the story of Jesus? 

Seven hundred years before Jesus was born a prophet by the name of Isaiah—700 years before He was 
born—a prophet by the name of Isaiah told the story of Jesus.  Unbelievable.  It’s the thing that is so 
incredible about this Book, is you get to see things, prophecy, actually come to fruition.  And parents for 
years after that would read and now we for centuries since then have read and re-read and retold that 
story, it’s the story of Jesus’ birth.  Can you imagine before Jesus was born a grandma with a child on 
the lap reading this story?  I want you to read it together with me today.  Are you open to that?   

The Old Testament of your Bible, Isaiah chapter 9, I’m going to put it up on the screen and I’d like you 
to read this along.  This is the Christmas story told before it actually happened.  Okay?  Are you ready to 
join me?  [One person in the audience says, “Yes”]  One person is, thank you, [Laughter] I appreciate 
you doing that.  Don’t be embarrassed.  I wish everyone would do that.  They can come join you in the 
front row and jump in.  We think we’re Pennsylvania people and we have to be all proper, be quiet.  
Lighten up, church.  Okay, you ready? [“Yes” heard from audience]  Can you be like Paul up here in the 
front?  Okay, here we go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amen?  [“Amen” returned from the audience]  Seven hundred years before, oh, wow.   

Now, next Sunday we are going to tell you the Christmas story, you’ve gotta bring your family that’s in 
town, you gotta bring your friends, you gotta invite people this week.  We’re gonna tell that timeless 
story and we’re gonna just tell it again.  You’ve gotta be back here for it.  But for this week I want to go 
in the same chapter that we’ll be going to next week, Luke chapter 
2, but I want to go a little bit later in the chapter.  At about verse 21 
it talks about Jesus eight days after He was born being circumcised 
and then the next verse it talks about them going after 33 days to 
the temple for the right of purification, and the mother and father 
would take their first-born son to the temple.  But before I do that, 
I want to introduce you to a guy that is found in Luke chapter 2.  
My glasses are messed up this week so I’m just going to tell you 

LUKE 2:21 

And at the end of eight days, when 
he was circumcised, he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before he was conceived in 
the womb. 
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this stuff, but if you have a Bible I hope that you’ll read it and know that this is in chapter 2 and I’m 
down around verse 26.  

Now what I want to introduce to is a guy by the name of Simeon.  
He only covers about 11 verses on the pages of Scripture.  We don’t 
know much about him; we don’t know anything before, and we’re 
not really told of what happened after this with him.  He sort of 
bursts onto Scripture for just a moment and plays a key crucial role 
in that moment.  And here’s what it tells us about this guy that we 
do know for sure.  The first thing it tells us is that he was a righteous 
man and when you hear that you say, “Well, how cool would that be 
that on the pages of Scripture that are divinely inspired, God-
breathed as it tells us1 tells us, that God would tell us this man was 
righteous?” 

It seems like something to aspire but that is only if the way you 
aspire to righteousness is to do one more thing.  And if you've ever 
been in that mode of trying to do better and better there comes a 

point where that becomes extremely 
frustrating.  And as we read the Bible 
we learn even all the way back to the 
very beginning God declaring us 
righteous was never something that we 
did, but in that we believed and did 
what God said.  So he believed God. 

In fact, the New Testament talks about Abraham who was way back 
there at the very beginning that we talked about, he was at the very 
beginning of time.  And in the early days the New Testament tells us 
that Abraham believed God.  God said it, he believed it, and he was 
declared righteous as a result of that.2   

For us today God says believe in Jesus.  Do we believe God?  If I 
believe in Jesus, I have eternal life and I follow Him.  So 
righteousness is not something that is relegated to this guy that gets 
on to the pages of Scripture who is called a righteous guy, 
hand-chosen as just one who maybe was good enough to walk into 
this scene, but rather to anyone who believed God.  And you ask 
yourself right now the question:  Do I believe God?  You know, 
what He's told me, what He's presented to me, I only know what I 
know and when He tells me this, do I believe it?  He tells me that 
Jesus took my place on the cross so that I wouldn't have to die, so 
that I wouldn't have to pay for my sins, He paid for them.  Do I believe that?  And the Bible says when I 
believe what God says I am declared righteous. 

                                                 
1  All Scripture is God-breathed [given by divine inspiration] and is profitable for instruction, for conviction [of sin], for correction [of 

error and restoration to obedience], for training in righteousness [learning to live in conformity to God’s will, both publicly and 
privately—behaving honorably with personal integrity and moral courage]; so that the man of God may be complete and proficient, 
outfitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.  ~ 2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 (AMP) 

2 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” ~ ROMANS 4:3 

God declaring us 
righteous was never 

something that we did, 
but in that we believed 
and did what God said. 

LUKE 2:22-35 

And when the time came for their 
purification according to the Law 
of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every male who first 
opens the womb shall be called 
holy to the Lord”) and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said 
in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” Now there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him. And it 
had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. And he came in the 
Spirit into the temple, and when 
the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him according to 
the custom of the Law, he took 
him up in his arms and blessed 
God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according 
to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation that you have 
prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and for glory to your 
people Israel.” 

And his father and his mother 
marveled at what was said about 
him. And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for 
the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so 
that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.” 
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Many of you in this room have been in that spot.  Some of you in this room maybe yet today, maybe in 
this next week as thinking through Christmas and Jesus and this gift that God gives us, you'll receive 
that gift and say, “I want be righteous before God.  I want – God looks at me and goes, That's a 
righteous man.”  And that's something that God declares on us based on our belief in God and what He 
said. 

Next phrase that is told here is it says that this man Simeon was a devout man.  Ever meet anyone that 
you go, “That is the definition of devout”?  Talk about devoted, they are devoted to this cause.  They are 
devoted to this person.  They are devoted to this thing, and those who are devoted to something, 
especially if we respect that thing that they're devoted to, we step back and go, “Wow, that's impressive 
that they could be that devoted.”  This man when God looks at him and writes down on the pages of His 
Scriptures tells us this man was devoted to God.  He put God first in his life.  Again, wouldn't you like to 
be called devoted?   

And when I thought about that this week I was reminded of so many of you that I come across on a 
weekly basis and we're talking along, and I can tell when someone's playing a game and when 
someone's just saying what’s really happening in their life, and they’ll tell me, you know, “I was reading 
this in my Bible,” and “My time that I read my Bible every day I was reading this,” or “This month I've 
been reading this in my Bible.”  There are those of you in this room, many of you, that I run across that 
are devoted.  If your name was brought up you would be described as someone who’s righteous.  You 
believed God.  You’ll be described as someone devoted.  I meet so many of you and you tell me. “I was 
just writing in my prayer journal yesterday.”  I'm like Wow, you actually have a prayer journal; you 
write down your prayers, you write down your requests made before God.  I talk to so many of you that 
say, “You know, I actually have a list and I keep on crossing stuff off of that list as those prayers are 
being answered.”  And some of you tell me, “I have those for years in a notebook,” and I’m like Wow, 
how cool is that?  Because you are devoted.  You know we worship a God that answers prayers and you, 
too, would be considered devoted.  How powerful is that? 

And then it said that this man not only was he righteous, he was devoted, he was waiting on and these 
words are sort of, you know, like when you're done with them you're going, “What's that mean?”  He 
was “waiting for the consolation of Israel,” and you read that and you go, “I don't know,” and roll on.  
What's powerful about that is Israel was, in the time that Jesus was born, they were in a very difficult 
spot as a country and there was this urgency and this desire for a Messiah to come deliver them, to come 
set up His kingdom, to come fix this mess.  Do I get an amen to that in our world?  You look around 
you, [sigh], “Oh, God, would You please invade this?”  And they were under that pressure.  You talk 
about the consolation Israel, something to console Israel, something to make it better.   

You think about that.  The consolation of Israel that they were looking for was Messiah.  They could've 
easily said this man Simeon was looking for and waiting for the Messiah.  We sit here this morning and 
it's the prayer that I felt God leading me to pray just as we started this message moments ago.  There are 
people in this room, there are situations in this room at this very moment that we're going, “God, please 
invade it.”  And what you're looking for is you're looking for the Messiah, you're looking for the Savior, 
you're looking for Jesus.  And you know and you've said it out loud before, normally at a moment of 
frustration, “The only thing that can fix this is Jesus.”  Jesus, would you come invade this?  Some of you 
have said, “Jesus, would you take me home?”  It's what we talked about last week where we said this 
earth, this world is not our home.  We're looking forward to our real home that's there [he points up to 
Heaven].  We're renting space here.  We're just taking up some space until we go to the place that Jesus 
is preparing for us.  The consolation of Israel, each one of us is room long to be consoled by Jesus 
Himself. 
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Back to Simeon; righteous, devoted, looking for the consolation of Israel.  The Holy Spirit comes to him 
at the temple one day and speaks to him and says, “You will not die until you see that Messiah.”  Well, 
from that moment on he's locked into being there every day at the temple watching for the Messiah to 
come into that room, watching for Jesus to come into that room.  And every day he'd wait—I wondered 
when I read this how long he had to wait from the time the Holy Spirit told him that Jesus was gonna 
come into this temple until it actually happened.  Was it a day?  Was it five days?  Was it five years?  
Was it 50 years?  Was it 90 years?  In fact, I'm gonna share with you something here in a moment, I 
think it was a real long time.  And that doesn't really surprise me, it seems like so many things God's on 
this eternal time clock, we're like watching the clocks going, “Is He done yet?”  And the clock's ticking 
[he looks at his wristwatch].  We’re always waiting for something, there's always something coming up 
in a day or a week and so it just seems like come on, come on, come on, go faster, where we're waiting 
for something.   And so I have a feeling it was way longer than what we are even thinking right now, but 
God's Holy Spirit told him you're going to see the Messiah come into this temple. 

All right.  That's the background on this guy Simeon and I want you to meet him again here in a 
moment, but let me switch gears for a moment and take you to a different scene.  I want to take you to 
the couple that we're going to be learning a lot about and thinking about and repeating their story a lot 
this weekend, Mary and Joseph.  Mary, the mother of Jesus who had conceived this child by the Holy 
Spirit, no human father was involved, this was a virgin birth—absolutely important in this whole process 
and important to be highlighted.  Mary and Joseph have had this child now; I had mentioned to you that 
this is after his circumcision on the eighth day.  Leviticus chapter 12 says that the way things worked in 
that time from the law at the 33rd day they needed to go down to the temple and they had to take a 
sacrifice to the temple that was a lamb and there they would go through this process called purification.   

So Mary and Joseph, Mary being very young, probably 13 to 15 years old, they live in this small town 
called Nazareth, probably about 50 people, maybe as many, maybe possibly as a 100 people in that 
small little town.  She's not very worldly wise.  They begin the trek up to Jerusalem; we're talking about 
a 140-mile journey, probably about a week's time that it would take to get there and a dangerous trip at 
that.  They travel there and Leviticus chapter 12 tells us that they’re to bring a sacrifice.  This text tells 
us that the sacrifice they bring is not a lamb, which was the required sacrifice, but if a person was poor 
they could bring a turtledove or a pigeon and there were two of each.  And Mary and Joseph brought the 
turtledoves or the pigeons and that was because they were poor.  Jesus came into the world to a poor 
family.  You'll hear Him care deeply and speak often to and love the poor very often. 

As they arrive in Jerusalem they come into the temple and as 
they walk into the temple Simeon catches their eyes.  Again, I 
always wonder how's he know, how's he know that this is 
Messiah?  It can't be the first parents to bring a child in, I 
mean, after all, a lot of parents are coming in to fulfill this.  If 
you have a boy you have to come to the temple in that time for 
this rite of purification, so this had to happen often but that day 
he knew.  And when he saw Jesus in the arms of Mary he held 
out his hands, put them up, and I'm gonna give you the Lee 
version.  It's not quite what this says right now, I encourage 
you to read what this says to get the exact wording later on 
because that's the inspired Word of God, but basically what he 
says is he says I can die now.   

I'm guessing that has some sort of statement about how long he had been waiting.  It was probably hard 
getting there now.  He's probably getting old, maybe it's hard getting to the temple every day and getting 

LUKE 2:27-32 

And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, he 
took him up in his arms and blessed 
God and said, 

“LORD, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to 
your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 
to your people Israel.” 
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out of the temple everyday and hard staying there all day waiting, and maybe he had been at that place 
in his life where he realizes I'm not doing well, I don't know how I'm gonna live here until I see this 
promise fulfilled.  Maybe I could extrapolate even a little further.  Because of Jesus and what he's about 
ready to say when when he speaks, yeah, you can die now because your eternal home is sure.  The 
Savior has come and has come to this place.  In fact, what he says next he says my eyes have seen 
salvation.   

Now imagine Simeon reaching out, taking this baby boy, God, and putting God in his arms.  God has 
come to man.  God has become man—don't get this mixed up from Genesis 3 where mankind wanted to 
usurp their authority and step out of position.  To this day the major religions of the world, what do 
mankind want to become?  We want to become gods.  That's not what our Bible tells us.  Our Bible tells 
us that God became man to show Himself to us, to make Himself accessible to us so that He could 
communicate His message to us and to pay the sacrifice and the price for the sins that we had committed 
so that we could be made right with God, not so that we could become a god.  And here in this moment 
when he takes baby Jesus into his arms he proclaims my eyes have seen salvation.  The Scriptures say 
there is no other name under heaven by which man is saved but by the name of Jesus.3   

The angel earlier on in this chapter, chapter 2 of Luke, proclaimed and the angel announced that Jesus 
was coming, the angel announced that salvation would be coming.4  After all, this is what mankind had 
been struggling for and waiting for since the beginning of time when mankind fell, and God gave them 
the promise—yes, I will send you a Savior, I will send you a Messiah.  Seven hundred years before 
Isaiah was saying let me tell you about this child; 400 years before a prophet by the name of Malachi.  
You can look it up, it’s the last book of your Old Testament of your Bible.  The prophet Malachi tells of 
this very moment happening in the temple of Simeon taking baby Jesus.  Malachi 3:1— 

 

That is just what has happened here.  When God makes a promise He keeps that promise, and that's why 
today we are a people of this Book.  It's why you do read this Book.  It's not for dead religion.  It's not to 
somehow earn your way to God, but because we want to know the heart and mind of God so that we can 
respond and do what God tells us to do.   

And then as he says that Jesus is salvation, he says He is for all people.  I want you to capture this today.  
He is for every nation, every tribe, every language, every people group, every color of skin, every person 
of every background, wherever they've been, whatever they've done, whatever their last name is, 
whatever their address is, whatever their hang-up is, whatever their pain is, whatever their burden is, it 

                                                 
3 “. . . let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 

God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well.  This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.”  ~ ACTS 4:10b-12 

4  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  ~ LUKE 2:10-11 
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says, as Simeon when he cried out he said “He is salvation for all people 
.”  And then he took this child, this baby, and it says he blessed Him, 
prayed over Him, sort of like this pastoral prayer.  It's this weight and this 
burden that I feel for you when we come into this place on a Sunday to 
just pray God's blessing and God's favor and God's care upon you because 
I love you.  And that's the message that Simeon prayed over Jesus that 
day.  But then he did something else that what he would say next I think 
would be hard.  It would be hard for the mother listening on, and at first 
you would think maybe it wouldn't be.   

We had a baby dedication last hour and what Simeon does next is he declares the purpose of Jesus over 
Him right there in that spot.  I just thought about it with the baby dedication we had last hour if I would 
have stood up here and said to this family, “And so I just want to tell you what her purpose is going to 
be in life,” and I just started throwing out a whole bunch of stuff that's going to happen and where it's 
going to happen and how it's gonna happen and where this child is going to go in the years ahead.  I 
think the family would have been like, “Oh, wow, that’s sort of cool, but” – you’d all be about to go, 
“I'm not sure, Pastor, if you can be saying this.  This is a little bit wild.  This is a little bit crazy.”  

Simeon declares over Jesus His purpose and what He came here to do.  It had to be something that you 
would think would cause Mary some difficult moments.  He says your child will be the center of 
controversy.  Because of that controversy your child is going to separate families.  Your child is going to 

bring conflict and difficulty.  Your child is going to be the tipping 
point of all of history.  All of history would hinge on their child 
and He would become acquainted with grief and death—isn’t that 
what you want to hear at your child's dedication?  I mean, imagine 
what must have happened in her heart, and yet the text tells us that 
she walks away from there and it says she marveled at what just 
happened.  Can you imagine?  I mean, you can't even grasp what 
it's gonna be like to carry the Son of God in your arms and they 
walk into the temple for this moment not knowing what to 
experience coming from a little town called Nazareth and stepping 
into that place.   

I mentioned earlier 700 years before Jesus was born the story that we read was told.  Later on in the 
book of Isaiah, in Isaiah chapter 53, we're told He would be despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows acquainted with grief, despised, and it says “and we esteemed Him not.”  He bore our griefs and 
is acquainted with our sorrow.   

3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and 
as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

~ ISAIAH 53:3-4a 

The thing that as I was thinking this through this week that hit me so hard that caused my mind to go 
into great thought where as He came into this earth there were people that not only rejected Him, there 
were people that didn't even care that He was there.  It was as if He didn't exist.  Imagine being the God 
of the universe coming to the place and the people and the world that You had created, everything about 
it, the Scripture says He hung the stars into space and His hands created everything that we see.5  And 

                                                 
5 See the book of Genesis beginning at chapter 1 

LUKE 2:33-35 

And his father and his mother 
marveled at what was said about 
him.  And Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is appointed for 
the fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so 
that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.” 
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now He enters into that realm and the very ones He made didn't even notice Him, and others who did 
notice Him poured out their greatest wrath upon Him that they could create.  And as I thought about that 
I thought about how many of us walk through life today and we see the trees and the mountains and the 
skies and the stars and we fail to step back and recognize that every last blade of grass was put there by 
Him.  That the very breath in our lungs that we breathe He has given.  My heart breaks because there are 
so many people passing by right now that don't even care if God 
exists.  There's so many people that this next week will exchange 
gifts but they miss the most precious of all gifts when God says, 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son.”  And 
please, I think it's awesome that we give.  I think it's awesome that 
we party.  I think it's awesome that we celebrate, but we celebrate to 
the glory of our  LORD Jesus Christ, to the glory of our God who 
gave.  

I want to wrap up with two things.  There's two little things I noticed as I looked over this chapter that if 
you're like me you blow by, so five times in just these verses that I've gone over this morning it says 
Mary and Joseph did this according to the requirements of the law, Mary and Joseph did this because 
the law required it, Mary and Joseph did this because it was in the law—five different times.  Because 
we're getting to the meat of what's being said we sort of blow by that and miss that, but one of the things 
I've learned in understanding and studying the Scriptures is when you see something repeated over and 
over and over again you probably ought to step back and look at that.  Here's what I want you to hear:  
Mary and Joseph were people that wanted to do life God's way.  Their focus was on God.  They wanted 
Him to be first in their lives.   

You think about Simeon and wasn’t that what it was all about when it said he was devout?  It was God 
first, it wasn't about me; first things were his devotion to God.  And as I read that and I saw that there’s 
sort of like this last thing that I noticed how often it said that.  And Jesus was one who said I didn't come 
to destroy the law, I came to fulfill the law.6  Here that day they were coming in with a sacrifice, two 
turtledoves, and yet the sacrifice who would fulfill that system, Jesus, who would die once and for all, 
was there in that room. 

One other little thing, and again, it almost comes across as, “Well, 
of course,” and it was this—they went home.  They retraced their 
steps 140 miles down to Nazareth, another week's journey, 
chapter 2, verses 39 & 40.  When Joseph and Mary had done 
everything—there's that phrase again, required by the law of the  
LORD—they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth and 
the child grew and became strong.  He was filled with wisdom and 
the grace of God was upon Him.  They went home. 

Next week I'm gonna talk about all the people that weren't home for that first Christmas, but six weeks 
after Jesus was born they go home, and when they go home Jesus grows in God in that home.  Here's 
what I would hope.  We've talked about it so much is this earthly home is just like a teaser to make us 
understand a little bit of this metaphor of home.  This isn't our home, we're waiting for our eternal home, 
we’re waiting for Heaven.  But in this in-between time when we go home to this home that God's given 

                                                 
6  [Jesus speaking] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”  

~ MATTHEW 5:17 

JOHN 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 

LUKE 2:39-40 

And when they had performed 
everything according to the Law of 
the Lord, they returned into Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. And 
the child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him. 
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us here on this earth, this temporary place, let's take this Christmas and put Christ Jesus at the center of 
that home.   

Let me pray for you. 

Thank You, God, for sending your only Son Jesus, You loved us so much.  And every one of us in 
this room is acutely aware that this week everything will work against trying to bring our 
attention to You and bringing You home.   

And so  LORD Jesus, I pray, as a group of people needing You to fill our hearts and minds, that 
You would come home with each one of us today.  That those in this room that have never put 
their trust in You, couldn't say that You would call them righteous because of Jesus today, would 
put their trust in You and say “Yes” to You, Jesus.  To say, “Yes, I want my trust to be in You.  I 
want your forgiveness.”  And that we would just begin living you for You and putting You first in 
our lives, and that You would look at us and say, “That's a devout person,” because we love You.   

You’re welcome into our lives, LORD Jesus; welcome into our homes this week.  LORD Jesus, be 
glorified in our lives we ask. 

It’s in your name Jesus that we pray and praise and worship.  Amen.  

 
Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/306675106  
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