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All right, we're going to talk about gray areas this morning.  Items that good people in 
this room would totally disagree on.  Questionable things.  Things that have absolutely 
divided friends, churches, Christian groups, small groups in days gone by.  If you've 
been with us you know we've been in the book of Romans, today we're in Chapter 14.  

If you have your Bible, I would love for you to go to Chapter 14.  And while you're turning to 
Chapter 14, if you don't have a Bible, there are Bibles in the back.  Grab one, we’d love you to have one 
if you don't have one.  Feel free to pull up one of the apps online and look from there, but we are a Bible 
people here.  If you’ve joined us online, welcome, we're so glad to have you here this morning. 

So here's what we started with; I want to say it's about four or five weeks ago already we were in 
Chapter 12 when we came across a verse in Chapter 12, verse 18, that basically said this:  So far as it has 
anything to do with you, live at peace with everyone. 

And it's like every week since then the book of Romans has been building on itself, just taking us to a 
place to help us understand how to have peace with everyone.  In fact, last week it talked about the 
commandments of God and that when we fulfill those commandments of God we actually 
show love to each other.  If we don't fulfill the commandments of God, what ends up 
happening is they were put there to protect us and we end up hurting each other.  So I want 
to help us understand this today.  I want us to be able to have something that will help us 
understand this and remember it.  So we talked about the commandments, I'm going to 
use the commandments using these big cones, and these big cones represent a 
commandment.   

I was just putting them randomly on the stage last hour and I was freaking out people, so I'm doing a 
better job this hour to make sure they are equal distance from each other because you have to have 
things “right” in your world.  Commandments—there are absolutes in our world and we want things 

certain ways.  And God has given 
absolutes—the Word of God, the 
Bible—and in this Bible are given 
those commands.  We're gonna call 
today, for the sake of illustration, those 
commands we’re gonna call “big 
cones” because these are big cones; 
we're gonna call these [walks over to 
smaller cone] “little cones.”   All 

right?  Big cones are gonna represent the commands of God.  I would tell you that these commands do 
not change.  They are here to tell us the best way to live.  God created us and He says hey, if you're 
gonna live in the best way possible, live according to My way.  And there are many commands 
throughout this Bible that we constantly go to and we turn to and we follow, and we don't equivocate on 
those, it’s just they are what they are and we are going to follow those.   And so when I talk about this, 
I'd like to share with you several what I would call “big cone principles.”  Like if we were to say hey, 
here's some things you need to know about big cone principles here at Calvary.   

ROMANS 12:18 

If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 

Little cones = your opinions/standards (without reflective stripes, at far left)  
and big cones = God’s commandments (larger cones with reflective stripes) 
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And the first big cone principle is this:  Here at Calvary we stand on the Word of God.  
We believe that the Word of God is true and it is to be followed in every aspect of our 
life.  And the Word of God doesn't change based on what everyone's talking about right 
now.  It doesn't change based on culture.  It is always true.  It is always right and we are 
committed to it and for us this is our norm, it's our way of living.   

Dr. Christopher Yuan, when he was here, he said this:  “The opposite of every single sin 
struggle is holiness.”  And in fact, that's our second core principle that I want you to hear 
today is that the big cones are all about indisputable sin issues.  So I'm just going to put 
up on the screen a whole bunch of core principles and we're just going to build on those.  
And so the first one, we believe in the Word of God; the second one is this is all about 
indisputable sin issues.   

And here's something that I want you to think about for just a moment that we have—
and this will be our third principle—we have the responsibility when we see someone 
stepping beyond these big cones, we have the responsibility in this room, at least if they 
are a believer, we have the responsibility to call them back to Jesus.  The book of James 
says this in James 5, verse 19, it says: 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him 
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his 
soul from death  

— and then it says this — 

and will cover a multitude of sins. 
~ JAMES 5:19-20 

Well, we thought that this was just speaking of one sin, but one of the things we've learned about sins is 
sins are not an only child, never are.  And so what ends up happening is when we start into one sin we 
all of a sudden start going to more and more sins.  This text tells us in James Chapter 5 that when we call 
someone back from the precipice of sin, we speak to a true big cone issue, we save them from many, 
many other sins.   

 

And then our last point is a little bit harder for us to take, and I'm going to give you the 
reference from Scripture, it's found in 1st Corinthians Chapter 5, verses 9-13.  And 
basically this last principle says this—is that there is a time to separate from people 
within the church when they are not following these big cone principles.  And what 
1st Corinthians Chapter 5 says, it says it to a church that had pretty much gone really 

crazy and not following the Word of God and they had really gotten far away from these truths and it 
was a mess.  They had a mess in there and every time they were allowing these sins in their church, then 
others would see it and say, “Oh, if he's doing, then I'll do it.”  And then, “If they're doing it, then I'll do 

JAMES 5:19-20 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone 
brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
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it.”  And pretty soon it started spreading like gangrene throughout the church and the Apostle Paul says 
those things need to be called out and ultimately need to be pulled out from among the church or it is 
going to affect and impact everyone within the church. 

So that's our big cones.   

 

So now that you understand big cones, I want to talk to you about little cones and that'll take us to 
Romans Chapter 14, verse 1, and here's what it says.  It says: 

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him,  

— And let me just pause for just a second, every one of us in this room are at a different place in our 
walk in our journey with Jesus and we like that, we're okay with that, we 
welcome that into this room.  I hope that you've picked up on that.  We're not 
looking for all sorts of people that are at a certain place in their faith journey.  
Some of you have been walking in your faith journey for a long time and you've 
grown, grown, grown, grown.  There’s some of you, you just stepped into this 
yesterday or last week and you're just figuring it out; you've been reading your 
Bible this week but there's some things that you just haven't figured out yet.  And there are some of you, 
you've been in this faith journey for a really long time and you take one step forward every year and you 
take one step back every year, one step forward and one step back; you're no further along after 15 years 
than you were 15 years ago.  In fact, the Scripture says by now things should be different.  You need to 
be a person that's growing in your faith. 

And that's why here at Calvary we’re always pushing you—get around other believers, start a Bible 
study in your home, be reading your Bible every day, come to the small groups, get into one, jump onto 
our app and find one them, there's a million of them.  And I believe we're really close right now to have 
two-thirds of our church involved in a small group.  It's just unbelievable.  It is awesome.  And we have 
bigger groups for, like, our Women's Ministry meets this but they all meet around tables and they 
encourage each other and they teach the Word of God to each other, because we need to be a group of 
people that are growing. 

BIG CONE PRINCIPLES 

1.  The Word of God is true 
2.  All about indisputable sin issues 
3.  Our responsibility is to call believers to obedience – James 5:19-20 
4.  There is a time to separate from people within the church –1 Cor. 5:9-13 

1 CORINTHIANS 5:9-13 

I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the 

sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to 
go out of the world.  But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of 

brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—

not even to eat with such a one.  For what have I to do with judging outsiders?  Is it not those inside the 
church whom you are to judge?  God judges those outside.  “Purge the evil person from among you.” 
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But anyhow, it says here: 

1 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him,  

— the one that’s just getting started out —  

but not to quarrel over opinions. 
~ ROMANS 14:1 

And this goes back to where we started a bunch of weeks ago:  As far as it depends on us, let's make 
sure that we do everything in our power to be in connections, and we're not going to argue over 
opinions.  So here's what I'm gonna do.  I'm gonna introduce you to a small cone [picks a couple of 
small cones up] this is the opinions.  In fact, in Mark Chapter 7, Jesus says this, He says you have a fine 
way of rejecting the commands of God but all the while keeping up with your traditions— 

9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in 
order to establish your tradition!” 

~ MARK 7:9 

—or as Roman says, your opinions.  And each one of us have traditions, we have opinions, and many of 
us have elevated those opinions to a place of commands.  We think that our opinions – the little cones, 
our traditions – the little cones, really are what God wants out of us.  And in fact, in Mark Chapter 7 
that's where Jesus is really unhappy with the Pharisees.  That's why he said that, you've elevated your 
traditions to commandments, and He's getting in their face saying you can't do that. 

6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 

“‘This people honors me with their lips,  
but their heart is far from me; 

7           in vain do they worship me,  
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.” 
~ MARK 7:6-8 

Now let me explain something to you for a moment.  The reason why it's okay to have little cones is 
because my observation about life is that it is very easy to get so close to the command [he picks up a 
big cone] that before we know it we've stepped beyond it, and sometimes it's just a lot better to set the 
cone back just a little bit to help us not trip over that command so that we get beyond it, so that we get 
beyond the cone.  I don’t know, do you remember when the kids were little?  
You tell them not to touch something and they would stand there like this 
[dangles his foot above the big cone].  [Laughter]   

“Not touching it.” 
“Yes, you are.”   
“No, not touching it, not touching it.”   

And just the moment you sort of look away they go like that [lightly taps cone 
with his foot] and just barely touch it.  “No, I'm not touching it.”  Little touch 
and before you know it they touch it. 

“Oh, I just fell.  I just tripped on it.  I really wasn't touching it.  I just – it sort 
of jumped out at me.  Did you notice that?”  …sometimes it’s just a lot 

better to set the cone  

back just a little bit… 
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And you go, “No, no, no.”  So now what do you do?  Well, with little kids you put up one of those little 
barricades so they can't get through that door, now it's not a problem anymore.   

And what we do in our lives is we put up little barricades short of the command of God with the full 
intention of one thing.  That full intention is this:  That if I don't go beyond this [small] cone, I will 
never touch this [big] cone.  I think it's a pretty good plan.  The problem with that plan is before too long 
we actually see this [the little cone] as the big cone, even though it remains a little cone.  And what ends 
up happening with this little cone is we rise and raise it, raise it up until our cone, our rules are higher 
than God's rules.  So much so that we actually believe that God looks at us better because we are 
fulfilling this [small] cone.  He doesn't.  There's nothing special here.  This was our cone.  It was our 
imaginary line that we created.  It is for us a standard, a very good thing, but it is for us.  It is not for 
you; it is not for others.   

So let me give you an example of this.  Let's name this command [he picks up a big cone], um, I don’t 
know, this looks like adultery.  We all know that we are not to commit adultery.  The question is:  How 
do I make sure in my lifetime I will never commit adultery?  And across this room many of us have 
different [he picks up a little cone] standards so as to not commit adultery, so that standard may come 
back here [he moves the little cone several feet 
behind the big cone].  We hear about it a lot in the 
news today, so I'll just say it, the Billy Graham 
rule.  The Billy Graham rule says that you’re never 
alone with a person of the opposite sex, you're not 
driving with them, you're not traveling with them, 
because if you don't make the opportunity, there is 
no way for there to be an opportunity to get there.  
So you set your cone there [far back from big cone].  Good idea.  I think it's a wise thing.   

Although, there's some of you in this room and I've observed it at lunch time when I meet you as we're 
out in the community just like you are, you've actually put it here [he moves the little cone right behind 

the big cone].  You're out to lunch with a business partner who happens to be the opposite 
sex and you don't even think anything of it because it's business.  You've got to get some 
stuff done and that's how we do it and you've never gotten near this.  It’s never even 
crossed your mind until I brought it up right now.  And so for you, you have this standard 
right here [places the little cone directly behind the big cone] and it's just – it's not a big 
deal and it's been okay.  

Some of you have a computer that you have all sorts of filters on and you have it in the center of a room 
and you've done all sorts of things that you've had to do with your computer because you know you start 
looking at that computer you're going to go to sites yo  u shouldn't go to and you're going to commit 
adultery as Jesus said it by lusting after someone that you're looking at on there and you know it is a 
horrific thing, so you've set your computer in such a way that you don't get there.  There are certain 
people that walk by you, you sort of turn and look a different way.  You're training your eyes to look up 
because you know where you're going to go at with that.   

Other people in this room, you don't have one filter, you've never had an issue with that and so for you, 
you don't even understand what the deal is, why they have to have it in the center of the home and why 
all these filters and all this kind of stuff.  The problem we oftentimes have is that some will say, “A real 
Christian doesn't have a filter on their computer is bad, and something's wrong.”  And there are those 
who actually split a church, split a group, based on this thing and saying, “Really?  You mustn't be holy 

he moves the little cone several feet behind the big cone 
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if you don't have a filter on your computer.”  What's the command?  Do not commit adultery.  What's 
the standard?  This [he sets the little cone far back behind the big cone] this might be your standard, this 
[he moves the little cone further back] might be my standard, this [he moves the little cone directly 
behind the big cone] might be someone else's standard.  [He picks up the little cone and says]  They're 
fine, but they are not [puts little cone down, picks up big cone] the big cone and we have to remember 
[picks up little cone] that—they're a little cone. 

Now, the Apostle Paul actually does a better job at giving an illustration than I do in Chapter 14, verse 2.  
It says: 

2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who 
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.  

~ ROMANS 14:2-3 

There's this feeling like, wow, because of where I have put my little cone God accepts me more.  This 
text says no.  Let's talk right now about eating.  You see, the reason why Paul brings this one up—it's 
probably not a big deal for us, we probably don't ever think about it—it was a very big deal at the time 
of the writing of this.  It was a hot-button issue when Paul was writing.  At that time there was a big 
conversation going on in the church:  Can I eat meat that has been sacrificed to idols?  And some would 
say, “Oooh, that's bad.  No way.  No way.”  And others are like, “I don't know.  You know the way it 
happens is the meat is butchered, they take it right to these godless temples, they sacrifice it to idols, and 
then because it'll spoil and all they take it right to the market.  I have no way of knowing, so yeah, I'm 
not seeing any big deal with it.  I can eat anything.  The Bible says nothing is unclean.  God has really 
made that very clear to us, so I'm not going to make a big deal out of it.  It's not a problem for me.”  The 
Apostle Paul says that's an issue in our church at that time.   

Another issue in that church at that time is there were a lot of Jewish believers coming to know Jesus 
and they had had the kosher eating practices.  Now things have changed and God had communicated 

with Peter that nothing is unclean that he has called clean, but they weren't there yet 
and they were a little nervous about that.  And so some were like, “Hey, I'm still 
going to eat kosher,” and so they put their standard here [he moves little cone far 
behind big cone].  Others were like, “Hey, if God's called it clean, I call it clean.  
[he moves little cone right behind big cone]  I'm having some bacon.”   

I was so irritated the other year.  I went to breakfast with this guy, a Jewish man, a dear friend of mine, 
and I was sure he ate kosher because it was like he's awesome in everything 
that he does.  And so I didn't order bacon and his plate comes out and he has 
this big pile of bacon on it.  And I said, “I didn't hear you order, and what are 
you doing with bacon?”  He goes, “I don't eat kosher.”  I’m like, oh, man, 
“Ma’am, can I have some bacon?”  [Laughter]   We all have a different 
place; we have a different place where we put that [little] cone. 

Let me grab another [little] cone here because the text says next in verse 5: 

5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 
alike.  Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 

~ ROMANS 14:5 

Big pile of bacon! 
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Little cone again.  Any idea what the big command that Paul's talking about?  Evidently they were 
having an issue about this at the time; what command is he talking about in those verses?  You got it 
right, Sabbath.  And so they were discussing, “Well, you know, do we need to keep the Sabbath?” or 
“Jesus was raised on the first day,” “I feel a little uncomfortable, I grew up with the Sabbath and now 
what?  How do I deal with that?”  And so he's like, hey, some people say “Ain’t no big deal.” [He moves 
little right behind the big cone.]  Other people say, “A big deal.” [He moves little cone several feet 
behind the big cone.]  Some say, “I need to worship on this day.”  [He moves little right behind big 
cone.]  Other people say, “I'm gonna worship on this day.”  [He moves little cone several feet behind the 
big cone.]  And he says, “Hey, listen, I don't want you to be separating over that.  Each one of you needs 
to be fully convinced in his own mind of what to do.”   

So let me give you a few principles here real quick.  You need to know the difference 
between the little cones and the big cones.  Second of all, you need to be convinced how 
to handle the little cones.  And quite truthfully, a lot of us have never thought about this.  
We look at the little cones and we're so confused by it because in this room people 
respond differently.  I had people freak out when I started a Saturday night service in my 
previous church.  Like, “We're supposed to worship on a Sunday!”  There were people 
that would never come to it because in their mind we had to worship on a Sunday and 
now we're meeting on a Saturday night?  I'm confused.  And this text is saying hey, you 
need to be convinced in your mind.   

The big cone is keep the Sabbath, there needs to be one day out of seven that you 
need to set aside and say I'm gonna make that day separate.  I'm gonna make it holy 
before God.  I'm gonna take a break.  I'm gonna realize I am NOT Superman, I 
can't do everything in seven days, and that God gave me a break.  He says take one.  
I'm gonna take it.  I happen to take mine on Saturday, you happen to take yours on 
Sunday, we all are in a different spot.  Some of you in here tomorrow is your Sabbath, tomorrow you're 
gonna take it off, but he says here, “be fully convinced in your own mind.”   

Hey, go back to the first one, go back to the food.  This may be more legitimate in our time as an issue, 
at least it was when I was a kid.  Let's talk about alcohol for a moment.  The Bible says 
don't be [he picks up a big cone] drunk with wine.1  Okay, it doesn't say don't drink wine, 
it says do not be drunk with wine.  But I can tell you, I can guarantee you there are some 
people in this room that their standard is they will never drink a drink.  How do you feel 
about that?  It's fine.  Right?  It's their standard.  Why?  Because if they never drink a 
drink, they will never get drunk.  That's fine.  No problem with that.  There are others in 
this room that say, “Yeah, you know what?  You know, I just have one drink and that's 
just – that's my limit.  It's all I ever have.”  And so you offer them a second one, “You're a 

250-pound man, you can handle two.”  “Nope, I only ever have one.”  That's his thing.   

Do you think we ought to decide here and vote as a church which one to make it?  When I was a kid—
and the answer would be no—when I was a kid church people didn't drink.  Oh, actually, you know 
what I found out as a kid because little kids know everything?  The other little kids would show us 
where their mom and dad hide the alcohol.  [Laughter]  Naughty, naughty, naughty, you can't do that. 

When I was in Arizona we’d go to someone's house, everyone drank alcohol there, everyone served it 
there.  No one got drunk in the house, we didn't see anyone drunk, but you know what?  When we went 

                                                 
1 Ephesians 5:18 – “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,” 

Alcohol 
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out in public we made a decision as a staff we would never drink in public.  Why?  To be a Pharisee?  
No.  Because we had the most recovery places of any place in the nation right there in the town that we 
lived in and we knew that if one of those people happened to be eating in the same place that evening 
and they saw us drinking it could cause them to stumble.  If you look down to verse 13 it says: 

13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide 
never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 

~ ROMANS 14:13 

We want to be really, really careful that we are never in that mode of making someone stumble.  And so 
each one of us needs to decide where we're going to put that standard and we need to be convinced of 
that and we need to be really, really, really careful of the thing that the Pharisees did.  The Pharisees 
said, “Ah, this is the right place [moves small cone far back from big cone] and God likes you more if 
it's here.  And in fact, you're not pleasing God if you don't do it here.  This is what it is.”  And then they 
created even more rules for it and the problem that churches have had for a very, very long time is that 
we have this idea that the more rules we make and the more rules that we follow the more godly we are.   

That's why maybe we made the title of this series DO'S AND DON'TS.  We live 
in a church society and a world society where we get ahead by what we do 
and what we don't do, and so we're constantly trying to climb a ladder to 
please God, when in point of fact, everything about Christianity is all about 
grace and what God has done for us.  And we look at these big cones and we 
say, “No, we're going to follow the big cones.  We're going to be a people 
that have standards, but my standards I have no right to impose upon you in 
this room.” 

Wow, maybe this one here [picks up a big cone ] is dress modestly.  I'll tell you an interesting story.  I'll 
tell you an interesting story.  The Bible says that, it says that in 1st Timothy, dress modestly.2  The 
problem is who gets to define that?  You go look at the religions and the cults of this world and they all 
have stuff their women have to do.  Guys all normally look about half normal but the women, man, they 
do all sorts of stuff to make them look certain ways.  And so, I mean, to a point that like 
99% of their body is covered up.  Well, if you're coming from that kind of a 
background, what is your definition of modesty?  If you're in the 1st Century, the 
definition of modesty is very different than the definition of modesty in this century, so 
how do you do that?   

It's interesting here at the church, we actually got a cone [picks up little cone] for this 
and we actually set up the cone for the worship team—not for you [he points at 
audience], for the worship team.  So the worship team could repeat this with me 
because they hear it all the time.  We tell them not too light, not too bright, not too tight, 
you know, you say all these kinds of things and if we put it in a little rhyme you can 
remember it, and then the very last one is no dresses.  No dresses?  I grew up in a 
church where you weren't saved if you didn't wear a dress to church.  [Laughter]  And 
you better have pantyhose on under it.  No dresses?  Yeah, because this is what we saw happening.  By 
the way, lots and lots and lots and lots and lots and lots and lots of good worship teams have women on 
their stage that wear dresses, but this is what we saw one time.  A woman getting really into the worship 

                                                 
2 1 Timothy 2:9-10 — likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with 

braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 

99% covered 
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and was jumping up and down and the dress was jumping up and down and everyone's like [shocked], 
“OH!”  Okay, we’ll solve that, no dresses.  And someday you go to a worship team and you see all the 
women in dresses you’ll go [gasps], “Oh, no!”    

I was thinking about while the team was up here this morning—was that awesome or what?  They were 
just fabulous—and I know what's going to happen.  We’re gonna get, “Pastor, that was reverent this 

morning and that really connected with me.  Thank you.  Can we do 
that every week?”  By the way, if you write me a note, just sign it,  
the unsigned ones don't mean much.  I loved it, but guess what?  I 
also get an equal and opposite note, “Pastor, hope we don't do that 
too often.  That really lacked a little bit of that bang.  I need a little 

zest in here.  Make it happen, Pastor.  Where are the drums?  I hope that isn't a sign 
of where we're headed here.”  And then there's always the other person—by the 
way, these are little cone issues—“I miss the organ.”  [Laughter]  Pastor Carl, I 
think I saw—when was the last time there was an organ in this building?  
[Inaudible response from audience, Pastor laughs as he says] “A long time ago.”  
I'm like, “What organ do you miss?” 

But I preached in a church not too long ago down in Atlanta.  They made me put a robe on.  I’m like, 
“Whoa, this is weird.”  Then to preach they made me climb up into this little cupola because they 
wanted to hold the Word of God high.  [He shrugs]  Fine.  Little cone.  The big cone preach the Word in 
season and out of season.  You see I’m saying?  But man, we get hung up:  “I want to be in a church that 
does it right, that holds the Word up high.”  That's fine.   [INAUDIBLE 0:09:43.3] ain't it working, too.  I had 
a guy say to me here a while ago, “I don't like your bass.”  He came back the next week 
and said the same thing, “That bass, it's too loud.”  I said, “Well, was it loud the first 
week you came here?”  He's like, “Yep.”  Then what are you doing here?  You're still 
here.  There's places that don't have any bass.  There are places around here don't have 
any instruments. 

Oh, here's one for you.   You gotta be fully convinced of those.  Big cone:  Train up a child in the way 
they should go.  All right, so how do we do that?  How do we do that?  When I came here to this church 
there were a whole bunch of people that were delighted at one of my answers.  Here was the question 
they asked me:  Are your children home-schooled?  Because remember, [he picks up a small cone] 
godly people homeschool their children.  I said, “Actually they are.”  “Really?  Good, good, good.  
How's that going for you?”  “Oh, it's just wonderful.  It's just been neat, my wife has been able to just 
24/7 build into them.”  “Good for you, Pastor.  That's neat.  Love the fact that you homeschool your 
kids.”  [He drops the small cone]  [Laughter]   

I screwed up.  I showed up and I was praying one day and my wife was praying separately from me that 
day and I'm like, “I feel like the Lord is laying it on our heart to put our kids into public school.”  She's 

like, “I feel the same thing.”  And we put our kids in public school.  They turned 
out really good.  [Laughter]  My one daughter, my one daughter – I only have 
one daughter, well, I have a cat [Laughter] – she did Bible studies every night of 
the week; my son's at Bible college, but we put them in the public school.  
Someone's going, “Christian school?”  Yeah, my wife and I went there, too, 
when we were in school.  It's okay.  It's good.  You know what [he picks up 
homeschool little cone again] these 150 people did?  They wrote me notes and 

said I lied to them, that I misled them, that I wasn't legit, and that if this is how I see Christianity that I 
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would put my kids in a public school, they're out of here.  And probably about 150 people left this 
church at that time over the fact that I sent my kids to public school.  And this is why the Apostle Paul 
says in Chapter 12, verse 18, hey, whatever you can do live at peace with each other, and why he has to 
circle back at this point and remind us guys, know the difference between big cones and little cones.  
Yeah, don't make each other stumble, but know the difference.   

One more, two more, three more, I don’t know, principles – my time is up.  I think when they get tired 
of hearing me talk they just put up the red.  [Laughter]  It says this in verse 17, it says: 

17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God 
and approved by men. 19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual 
upbuilding. 

~ ROMANS 14:17-19 

We're here to seek the Kingdom of God.  We want to live in the way God has called us to live in the best 
possible way, and we are not going to divide over where you put your cone or where I put my cone; we 
are going to be united together.  And that's why he wants to come at this because these are the things 
that divide wonderful relationships and wonderful people.  If you go to churches all over our community 
you're going to find people that all dress alike.  I almost didn't wear this jacket today because preachers 
are supposed to preach in a jacket, and then someone informed me, “Yeah, and you're supposed to have 
a tie, too.  And jeans don't work.”  I'm like, “Yeah, you're right.”  We're not going to divide over these 
things.  These are “little cone” issues.  We want to be a church that's about the Word of God and the big 
thing.  The problem is as we make these things [little cone issues] equal to the Word of God, these are 
just our standards. 

 
And one thing to wrap up, verse 23: 

23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats,  

— there's some of you in here, you're on the Daniel plan, you're eating only vegetables, and Paul 
mentioned that for you to eat meat, you just can't do it.  That's where he started here, and it's okay, just 
don't make me live like that, I want lots of meat.  [Laughter] — 

because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. 
~ ROMANS 14:23 

 Here's the bottom line:  It's okay for people in this church to have different little cones and we're going 
to understand each other better when we think in terms of big cones and little cones.  One thing I would 
say to each of us though is for many of us, we don't even have as much of a standard.  We've never 
thought about God's truth so everything's a little cone and they're just thrown all over the place and we 
just don't much care, and we've never lined up behind the truth of God.  Whether our [little] cone is up 

LITTLE CONE PRINCIPLES 

1.  Know the difference between little and big cones 
2.  Be convinced of how you will handle little cones – Romans 14:5-7 
3.  Keep the Sabbath – Romans 14:5a 
4.  Don’t cause each other to stumble – Romans 14:13-15 
5.  Focus on the Kingdom of God, not little cones – Romans 14:17-18 
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close or far away, we need to be a people that set a standard so that we are people living by big cones.  
Does that make sense?  Don't forget, big cones, little cones.  [Applause] 

Now, I thought about this as we were coming here today, I thought, You 
know what?  This is interesting.  I oftentimes talk at offering time about 
what the Word of God says about giving and probably the first thing I often 
talk about is tithing.  I'm pretty sure there's someone in here that's thinking 
to themselves, “Whoa!  Whoa!  Whoa!  Man, I don't like that.”  “Boy, I’m 
not convinced of that because the Bible says that we need to be grace 
givers.  So let me show you the cone and help you figure this out.  [Big cone]  We're supposed to be 
generous, we're supposed to give the first part of what we have back to God, and you may be the person 
sitting in this room right now that says, “Hey, that's ten percent, Pastor says that's a good starting place 
and we're going to do ten percent.”  And I think that's cool.  [He places little cone a foot or two behind 
the big cone.] 

But you may also be the type of like, “I'm being generous, man.  I 
just last year started at one percent and then this year I went to two 
percent.  I'm hoping to be at three percent next year.  It's not a tithe, 
but I'm headed towards that.  I'm growing.  That's where I want to 
be.”  And you put your cone here [he places a little cone directly 
behind the big cone].  And someone else in here is saying, “You 
know what, I believe in grace giving, you know what that says?  
Jesus gave all.  He gave sacrificially.  I'm gonna do that.  I'm not 
being stuck with some little thing as a tradition or a law called ten 
percent that's called a tithe.  I'm giving graciously.  I'm giving 
extravagantly.  I'm giving to Lord.”  [He places little cone far 
behind big cone]  Which one's right?   

You know what's interesting?  There's this one little phrase that often says, “Each one of us should give 
as God has blessed them and laid on their heart.”  It just goes back to this principle here where each need 
to decide.  It says that we're to decide on the first day of the week what we're to 
give to God, and if you're one, you’re at three percent, do it.  If you're one there at 
ten percent, do it.  If you're one that's like, “You know what?  I read this book 
about a guy once that lived on ten percent and gave ninety percent back to God and 
the blessings were ridiculously huge.  I'm doing it.”  Then do it.  Don't make me do 
it.  But the Scripture is clear—be generous, give back the firstfruits of your income 
to the Lord.  That everything is His.  These are the principles that we can be a 
hundred percent sure of from the Word of God.  Interesting?  Something to think about?  Big cones, 
little cones, even when we're giving. 

I'm gonna pray, we're gonna pass the buckets, and the team’s going to lead us in a final song. 

Jesus, 

I pray that we’ll be a people stuck on the big cones and that we’ll be a people following 
your Book and your Word and your truth, and that we will honor your Word.  That we 
will hold it up high.  That we will never waver on the truth of your commands and your 
Word.  And Lord, when it comes to these little cones, help us have love and charity 
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towards each other, accepting each other, helping each other, encouraging each other, and not 
condemning each other for where we stand on these things.   

We love you, Jesus.  Even as we give back to You, You've given us everything.  You've told us to 
be generous.  You tells us to give back the firstfruits of our labors to You, and so we come here to 
do that today out of our whole heart of love for You.   

It's in Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
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