
Small Group Discussion Guide       February 17, 2019 
Speak Truth – Romans 1:18-32 

 

  

Getting Started 

These section of chapter 1 connects the previous topic of the gospel of God with the wrath of God. Follow the stages of the 
argument by engaging with Paul in dialogue. 
 
Paul: I am not ashamed of the gospel (v16). 
Q: Why not, Paul? 
Paul: Because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes (v16). 
Q: How so, Paul? 
Paul: Because in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, that is, God’s way of justifying sinners (v17). 
Q: But why is this necessary? 
Paul: Because the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness (v18). 
Q: But how have people suppressed the truth, Paul? 
Paul: Because what may be know about God is plain to them … For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities 
… have been clearly seen (vv. 19-20). 
 

• What comes to mind when you think of “the wrath of God”? How does God’s anger differ from man’s anger? 
 
 
John MacArthur defines 5 various forms of God’s wrath … Eternal wrath (hell), eschatological wrath (the coming Day of the 
Lord), cataclysmic wrath (i.e., the Flood, Sodom + Gomorrah), Consequential wrath (the principle of sowing and reaping), 
and abandonment wrath (removing restraint and letting people go to their sins). 
 

• How do you see “abandonment wrath” as the type of wrath described in Romans 1:18-32? 
 

 
Discussion 

What is Paul’s overall point in 1:18-32? 

 

1:20 says that these people are “without excuse”. Why, according to verses 18-20? 

 

1:21 says that the people described “knew God. What is dangerous about knowing God but not acting on that knowledge 

(vv. 21-23)? 

 

“There are degrees of the knowledge of God, and these phrases cannot possible refer to the full knowledge of Him enjoyed 
by those who have been reconciled to Him through Christ. For what Paul says here is that through general revelation 
people can know God’s power, deity and glory (not His saving grace through Christ), and that this knowledge is enough not 
to save them but rather condemn them, because they do not live up to it. Instead, they suppress the truth by their 
wickedness so that they are without excuse. It is against this willful human rebellion that God’s wrath is revealed.” 
                                                                                                                                                                – John Stott 
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• Outline verses 24-32 and summarize the three part downward spiral into depravity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What did God give them over to? 
 
 
 

• To what extent does 1:18-32 describe the world today and your own life before you committed yourself to Christ? 
 
 
 
 

• How can it help us as we evangelize the lost to never forget that we were once the “they” and “them” of 1:18-32? 
 
 
 

• Why is it necessary for someone to first grasp the wretchedness of sin and their need for a Savior before they can 
appreciate the amazing love and grace of God that is offered freely? 

 

Prayer 

In the space below list the characteristics that are opposite of those Paul is condemning. You will then have a description 
of the holy person God desires. Circle one or more of the characteristics, confess to God where you fall short and ask His 
forgiveness. Ask Him to enable you to become more holy in this area. 


