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Hello!  Man, good to see all of you on this new year!  What a great day, thanks.  And you all are singing 
so awesome.  In fact, I hear Stephen’s gonna end the service with that song, awesome.  I tell him he 
could sing that every week the whole time but, wow, I love that.  It’s so good to see all of you.  Those of 
you joining us by livestream, welcome, so glad that you're part of us, so it's fun to be together this 
morning.   

This is the morning where, we do this every year, some of you have been here 
for a bunch of years and you've seen us do this before, we have this picture, 
this metaphor of a swing.  How do you get a swing moving?  You just go sit 
on a swing, you don't go anywhere.  If you want to have fun, you've got to 
lean back and you’ve got to push forward and if you do both of those at the 
right speed in the right way, the swing starts going until finally it starts going 
so fast that the ends of the swing—do you remember this from your kid that 

starts pounding up and down and you start getting a little bit of movement in that swing where it just 
loses its tension and you’re just flying?   

And as a church we want to be flying, to be moving into what God wants us to do.  The church is not a 
building that we come to, it's a group of people that are just on fire for Jesus Christ because we know 
that He is alive.  We know that He is risen from the dead and we want to be a part of the mission that He 
set us onto and we don't want to just be sitting still.  And that's what so many of you are excited about, 
and one of the things I'd love to do as we just jump into this today is to take a moment and lean back.  
So in order to get the swing moving for 2019 we want to lean back and we want to think about the year 
before.  They normally put this a little closer to the front of the stage, but I think some people that 
normally sit right there asked that they not do that because I'd swing out and just get 
my big number 12½ [shoes] in their face and they didn't like that.   

I just want to start out as I lean back this morning by just saying thank you to you.  I 
want to thank you, the church, a group of people who are redeemed, saved, who love 
Jesus, for being a group of people who have spent the last year growing in the Lord, 
maturing in the Lord, serving the Lord.  I want to thank you for being a group of 
people that are encouraging, a group of people that are thankful, a group of people 
that are so kind and loving.  I have to tell you that, and you know one of the things the 
enemy loves to do is divide churches and cause people to be angry and irritated, and I 
want you to know that that's not the case at this church.  This has been a place where 
we love each other, where we care for each other, where we reach out to each other, 
where when someone's hurting we reach out to them, when someone's missing we call 
on them, and I have seen that in this last year.   

As your Pastor, I want to thank you for accepting me with all of my foibles.  I want to thank you for 
loving me and my family.  I want to thank you for loving all of our pastors and our staff.  It's been an 
amazing year serving alongside of you to bring about what God wants us to do.  So as we lean back I 
just wanted to start out by just thanking you.  You are a part of what I'm about to say as I lean back and 
sort of share some of the things that have happened over the last year.  I want you to know that this is 
you, the church, part of this movement that's been started because Jesus is alive. 

Last year 23 people here at Calvary were baptized.  I say that because the thing 
that is so incredibly important [Applause] is seeing people get to know Jesus 
Christ, and you're gonna hear me say this a couple times in this message, to go 
even a step beyond that, to just boldly shout it out.  That what happened inside 
of here [heart] I'm not ashamed of, I'll tell it to everyone.  And what's so cool 
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about baptism in our time is it goes out over the web and it goes onto Facebook, it goes onto Instagram, 
it goes on to our livestream, so it's just so cool that so many of you have stood up and said, “Yes, I'm 
in.”  So many of you have given your life to Jesus.  I know this for a fact, as we have more baptisms 
coming up in the near future there are some of you who are saying, “I need to do that.  I need to step 
across that line.”  And I'm excited for those of you who are going to be going down that path. 

By the way, this last year 512 women came to our Women's Conference.  We 
do a Women's Conference every other year here at Calvary where we just pour 
all of our resources into it.  They did an absolutely amazing job this last year.  
Brought in a nationally known speaker and had just an event that brought 
people from all over the place.  And here's what we do know from that:  People 
got saved as a result of that event and excited about it.   

Eighty men last year went to our Men's Retreat, and one of the things I'm 
excited about here at Calvary is our men are active and involved, and that 
you're active involved in a different way than our ladies are.  They get together 
every week, men are really working on really specific things that they're 
involved in and it's just so cool to see so many of them go away and really get 
committed to leading as God has called them to lead.   

There are 43 weekly small groups, these are groups that meet every week in homes, in living rooms, and 
get together.  I believe it's 438 people that are weekly involved in those small groups.   

 

And the next couple of things you'll see on the screen up there have to do with our children.  And 
something as simple as a JAMStore for children, you probably haven’t heard about this yet unless you 
have children up there.  The children now, if they say their verses or they bring a friend or if their early 
or they do something servant-wise while they're up there, they get given coins and then those coins can 
be exchanged in the store for a prize and it has been this huge thing that the kids love.  Now, some of 
you may say, “Why do we do that?  It seems sorry goofy.”  Because children matter here.  One of the 
things, I wrote down this statistic, 43% of people that are ever saved, that put their trust in Jesus, and this 
is a 2018 Barna survey, 43% are saved before the age of 13.  And so that's why we here at Calvary are 
putting so much effort into that.  Sixty-four percent are saved before they’re 18, so while we really 
believe in, you know, men's ministry and women's ministry, and small groups, and what we do in here, 
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we know that the work that is being done right this very moment over in our Student Center, up in our 
children's wing, that's what's getting it done.   

By the way, if you have kids and they're in here, have them first hour go over 
there and then bring them in here with you second hour because great things are 
happening in our children and teens’ room.  They started this thing that's called 
an iBeam game.  It's sort of like this big projector mounted to the ceiling and it's 
interactive.  It puts a big image on the floor, you can play football, the kids are 
all jumping around on the floor doing all sorts of stuff with the stuff going on in 
the floor, it's just amazing.  So lots of things to engage the kids, lots of things to 
cause them to want to come back and be a part of it. 

Speaking of our teams, exciting things going on there.  One of the things that 
we believed for a long time that was so important was to get parents involved in the teens.  One of the 
things I love about what they've done in the last year is they have a very short teaching time.  Here's the 
deal:  We know they get lecture after a lecture after lecture all week at school, they didn't come in here 
wanting to have yet another lecture, but they have a short teaching time and then with that nugget of 
information, that kernel of truth, then they go into their small groups that are led by adults and parents in 
this group and they really dig into that.  And these kids have been opening up and sharing and talking 
and as a result of it there is this real intentional relational thing going on between the leader and the 
students.  And we found that teens when they have that adult figure that they can respect and turn to, 
helps them through those rough spots that they all – and we all – go through in our teen years; to have 
that adult makes their ability to make it through those teen years in a healthy way and takes the success 
ratio and just skyrockets it.  And so we're excited, 23 new adult volunteers just in students this year.  
This is a big win for Calvary. 

By the way, those are you watching on by livestream right now, there is a pastor in the back room 
praying for the people that are on livestream, talking to them, taking their prayer requests, interacting 
with what we're saying, and it's an interactive thing.  I know lots of you when you're away, many of you 
are traveling, have to be in business, are jumping on via livestream.  We have many people that this is 
the way they connect every week.  They're all over the world and so our livestream attendance has been 
phenomenal and the amount of views of our services afterwards has been phenomenal each week.   

Many of you were part of our CF United events this year.  It seemed like almost every week that you 
came here there was something different going on, whether it was an outdoor activity with burgers and 

hotdogs, or a fireworks on the Fourth of July with all sorts of video and stuff going 
outside, to our back-to-school Sunday when we honored the teachers and had great 
things for the kids.  There were events going on a here all year and the reason why 
we did those events was because we know oftentimes people, they're going to come 
when they realize that this is a comfortable place.  They can build relationships, they 
can build connections, and all of a sudden when they have that connection they're 
more open to sitting down and hearing the Gospel, going to a women's ministry, 
going to a men's group, going to a small group, because they've built some 

friendships and it just gave this open door that made it easy for them to enter 
in and get connected and get involved.   

Many of you know just last month we had these shoe boxes that get sent 
overseas to children and we're told the amount of kids that get saved because 
of those shoe boxes that we pack are amazing.  Here's what I love, we did 
1,586 Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes this year—so many of you were 
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involved.  We had people down in the basement all week long sorting this stuff out for about six weeks 
prior and then the week of the packing, the packing party, that gym was packed with people.  And then 
all of you, so many of you involved in buying stuff all week long to bring in here to be a part of it.  And 
again, this is this ongoing thing that I notice with Calvary is that you're in, you're all in, and you're active 
and those things are making a difference and kids are getting saved as a result of that. 

Speaking of that, we did this GLOBAL GOD series, back to our CF United events, I mean, this whole 
thing was set up like it was Senegal out here, we had Babak trees, and all sorts of, I mean, I think there 

was one week we tried to get camels in here but 
someone thought better of that and we did horses or 
something like that, but just the cool things going on 
here.  And especially even with our children to try 
to take some of these big subjects that we're 
thinking about in here and make them excited about 
that, to get them excited about missions, get them 
excited about caring about someone far away that 

they may never get to meet.  But we reached out and sponsored 120 children; that's children that you are 
sponsoring there.  And here's what I love about it:  They're not nameless, faceless people that maybe 
someone somewhere could find a face on, these are the people that our teams are working with when 
they go over to Senegal.  Forty-five soccer teams were sponsored and the reason for sponsoring those 
soccer teams is they are Christians leading these soccer teams that are discipling these kids and using the 
tool of soccer to find a way to reach them for Jesus Christ.  And you all, again, you sponsored 45 soccer 
teams.  You'll hear me say this over and over, Calvary's a generous place.  We are a generous people 
here.  It's built into our DNA and we care because it makes a difference. 

On a lighter side, a fun thing, we had the comedian Michael Jr. here this year.  Many 
of you invited your friends to come to his concert and then we surprised you on 
Sunday morning last year of having him here and actually had him preach and he did 
an amazing job.  And I know so many of you really found that what he said about 
setting up your punch line was really huge and has really informed you moving 
forward. 

We did eight missions trips with over 142 individuals going on those missions trips.   

We have a new website.   

We've had guest speakers, you can see the list of the names of guest speakers up here, many of you 
connected with them.  One of the things I wanted to mention, one of the first speakers 
we had last year was Dr. Jeff Myers of Summit Ministries.  And Summit Ministries is a 
ministry out in Colorado but they also meet in Lancaster where they do a two-week 
training for anyone who is a junior in high school up through the age of 24 and it's just 
a two-week training on all sorts of major life issues, apologetics, medical ethics, and in 
two weeks they just really get trained.  Over 60 hours of class time and really helps 
answer a lot of the big questions of life in the world that they're going to need to know 
moving forward.  We sent a whole bunch of kids to this last year with Summit 
Ministries and I'm gonna tell you it's paying huge dividends and we probably won't be 
saying a lot about it.  If you have a junior in high school up to like 23-24, go onto their 

website, Summit Ministries, they have an event taking place in Lancaster this summer.  They also have 
it out in Manitou Springs, Colorado.  I would really encourage you signing up your kids for that because 
it is a game changer.   
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Hey, I'm going to have to move faster or this will take forever here.  This is cool, we were talking about 
Senegal just a minute ago, talk about you being generous, $30,000 was raised to build the church there 
in Ngalagne [pronounced Gah-line], which is the new town that we're going to be moving into to 
minister.  In the past we've been in Babak, we're now stretching out and going to Ngalagne.  We never 
dreamed it was going to be possible to get that church built this year.  I was told half the money was 
already sent and they’ve begun building that church.  They've built already the literacy class building 
there and so that's been funded and built by Calvary.  That's huge, guys!  We're planting churches on the 
other side of the world and it’s making a huge difference.   

This is something here locally, building churches elsewhere, but the mortgage on this property was paid 
down this year, we're down to $1.1 million.  I'm praying that that goes away.  I don't think we ought to 
owe the bank anything.  [Applause]  I just don't think that's the way it ought to be, so thank you to all of 
you who are making that happen.  And on top of that, you'll notice this building is in top-notch shape.  
Our team that works on it constantly has just continued to upgrade, upgrade, upgrade and we haven't 
added a dime of debt in doing that so it's exciting.  And this year we were even able to pave the parking 
lot and I know a whole bunch of you said “Thank you” because you're not getting your car realigned 
anymore from coming through the potholes at the bottom of the ramp over here.  I know, it lasted way 
too long but we were so thankful for doing it.  Parking lots cost a lot of money to get re-paved, but 
again, because of you, again, you're a generous church.  

I'm just going to go through this fast but this is big stuff.  We gave a $4,000 grant to 
train pastors in Senegal this year.  And Pastor Carl Green, who was the pastor here for 
many, many years that we give incredible honor to, now does pastor training in 
Africa.  And he did a training in Senegal and we brought a lot of these pastors in that 
wouldn't otherwise be able to get this kind of training.  We gave a $10,000 grant to a 
very closed country for some stuff that is really necessary.  You can take a peek there 
and see what I'm talking about; huge, important, and it's very, very tough in this time.  

Be praying for that specifically.  Gave a $6,000 grant to 
Transnistria to their orphanage project.  A $5,000 grant 
here locally to Good Works, it's an awesome organization here locally that 
helps people that are struggling with their homes and meet some of those 
needs; many of you are involved in that.   

By the way, we had some of these local organizations here during our GLOBAL GOD series and a whole 
bunch of you jumped into helping these local organizations.  We're a church that serves and we keep on 
serving and so many of you serve and there's lots of you serving here right internally, but a lot of you 
also serve by going out and serving at these organizations that do things that pull your heartstrings and 
have pulled the heartstrings of our church that we've connected with them over the years and know that 
they're just awesome.   

Another place like that that we gave a grant to was BACC, a place that 
just really reaches out and cares for the children in Coatesville.  Again, a 
whole bunch of our people here in the church go down there and tutor 
these kids and feed these kids and care for these kids and play basketball with these kids.  It's important 
and, again, thank you.   

We had the opportunity this year to give a $5,000 grant to the Chester County 
Women's Services who does just an amazing job for women who are struggling 
oftentimes in the early stages of pregnancy or with young children.  

Carl Green 
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We were able to give $5,000 to the CCGM, which is a ministry that goes into the 
prisons and does discipleship in prisons.  

We gave our van to the Good Samaritan group which is up in 
Phoenixville, they take care of men in a shelter there.   

We gave $2,000 to City Gate, which is a place where guys getting out 
of prison can go to and I'll tell you what, they minister to them big time 

there.  And I know there are some of you that 
take food out there every week and care for 
those guys.  It's just so cool that we're able to 
give grants to these places and help them do 
their ministry, but not just with writing a check 
but with you all going there.  And so I'm just excited about that.   

This is way cool—helps ministry—so this is when someone's struggling and they're down and they need 
some help to move on, they need some bills paid, they need some food, they need some gas.  And I'll tell 
you, Pastor Bob and our deacons do an amazing job.  This is hard work.  You know what this is like and 
you have to sort of ferret out what's legit, what's not legit, where do you stop, where are you aiding with, 
and how can you bless these people, how much can you bless them, where do you need to stop, and it's a 
mind-blowing process and they do it so well.  Do you understand $50,000 last year was given to that; 
nearly $1,000 a week.  You know, if you think about the adults that come into this room every week, it's 
been a dollar a person every week goes towards that.  I think that is something to just speak on or over 
because caring for the poor, caring for the needy is something that God just blesses and that's God's 
blessing that here at Calvary.   

Here's the facts of this last year.  We received an average of $42.91 per attendee given weekly to this 
church and that's what it takes to do the ministry that we've just talked about.  Now, by the way, there 
were lots of other great, amazing things that happened other than that and you can see there what the 
general fund budget is, almost $2.5 million dollars.  You were a part of that to see the Gospel go forward 
in the days ahead. 

But we can't just sit around and talk about the past, God has blessed that.  That 
opens up the door for what God wants to do in the future and so that's why when 
we lean back on that swing, we push back as hard as we can but then we push our 
feet forward and in that push forward we say:  What are we going to do in the days 
ahead?  What are we going to jump into together?  And some of what God’s going 
to open up doors, some of the opportunities, we don't even know what they are yet 
but let me just run through a few of them real fast. 

First of all, the book of Romans.  For 2019, if we come back here this time next 
year it would be my hope and my prayer that you would know the book of Romans 
inside and out.  We're gonna start studying that starting next week.  Now we're 
gonna do what we've always done and you're gonna see numerous series and 
different series that are gonna be focused in different areas, but we're going to be 
going through the book of Romans.  Here's what I love about the book of Romans:  
The first half is like really strong doctrinal, it just means lots of teaching about the basics of what we 
believe and why we believe them, so huge; questions that we want answered, things that we want to 
know, why is it this way?  Those answers are given at the beginning of Romans.  At the end of the book 
of Romans, the second half, it gets ridiculously practical.  So all this stuff that we know should result in 
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a life lived, so this is going to be an important book to go through.  I'm looking forward to you going 
through it with us.  In this next year your small group is going to be going through this with us at the 
same time and you're going to be given an opportunity to really dig deeper if you wish in your small 
group.  Or, if your small group is more like, “No, we want to stay up here in a different level,” you can 
have that opportunity also.   

We're also going to make a new hire this year and we're already moving forward on this and processing 
this.  Many of you know that Stephen, our worship leader, is also massively full-time on another job.  
Okay?  He is a, I don't know, Senior VP of a major pharmaceutical company and travels all over the 
world doing everything that he does.  He's told me everything he does and I don't understand half of 
what he said.  You need to understand this, this is what's so crazy—he's what we call “super volunteer.”  
He has been our Worship Director for this last year and he has done more, I just don't know how I could 
have had a full-time person do more than he has done, so I don't know how he's done it.  And here's the 
crazy thing, evidently he didn't do it by neglecting his day job because his day job has super promoted 
him to levels into the stratosphere and they're expecting more out of him this year.  But here's what he 
told me, he said, “I want to keep on doing what I'm doing here but I just can't be 100% sure that when 
everything falls on me that I can promise you I can grab it also.  I really think you need to hire someone 
full-time and I'll keep doing what I'm doing here as you'll let me.”  And I said, “Absolutely, Stephen.”   

So we are just totally thrilled with what he has done.  He has been amazing.  
He's going to continue to be amazing and I've asked him a couple of times, 
“Now, you're not gonna leave us, are you?  You’re not going to pretend that 
everything's okay and then leave the church right after this?”  “No,” he said, 
“I'm gonna still be on the team.  I'm still part of the teams.”  He's told the 
teams that and he wants you to know that.  We love what he's done.  We even 
love the worship that he’s led.  So, amen [Applause], thank you.  So, come 
here [motions to Stephen to come up], run!  Run!  Run!  Run!  Come here, 
[Applause] so when you get a chance come up here and give this man some 
love and keep on loving on him, but you gotta tell them that you're still going 
to be here, right?   

[Stephen speaking] “You guys can’t get rid of me that easy.  Both my family and I are here, we love 
Calvary.  Calvary is our home church and we just want to make sure that we're giving 100% out of this 
pulpit every week which is why I'm taking a back seat.  So you'll still see us here, I'll be playing and 
leading, hopefully.”   

[Lee]  Well, it's funny, like every time we met for like the last year I kept on saying “They're not gonna 
transfer you, are they?  They're not gonna transfer you” – you know how that goes.  And he's like, “No, 
no, we're here, we're here, we’re here.”  So when he sat down with me at lunch a couple months ago and 
he gets this look on his face, I said, “They're transferring you.”  And he goes, “Nope.”  I'm like, “Oh, 
good.  All is well.”  And you were like, “Yeah, but they’re, like, [Pastor Lee motions up, up, up with his 
hand] promoting me, promoting me, promoting me.”  And so I honor you for that and, you know, it's 
what we've seen in you, the incredible work that you do, so we honor you for that.  And I thank you that 
you're gonna continue to be a super volunteer.   

He's gonna help me with this search so he's gonna be a part of this.  Our hope is whoever God brings in 
here, he can just be a blessing to them because the cool thing is he doesn't want their job, he can't take 
their job, he's chosen to stay with his day job.  I begged him to leave his day job, but [Laughter] but no, 
seriously, we need people like you in the workplace doing ministry there and then coming here and 
doing this on the weekend.  I think he's a model the way we all ought to be doing ministry.  I think we 
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all could be doing—because some of you are saying, “I wish I could do full-time ministry but I can't quit 
my job.”  That's what this guy's done.  So if you want to figure out how to do that, he has lots of spare 
time he can talk to you about how to do that.  [Laughter]  Every time someone said, “I took Stephen out 
last week to find out how he does so much.  I cringe.”   I'm like [Pastor Lee cringes], “Aaah!”  So, 
anyhow, but it's so cool.  But please, honor him and bless him.  And we actually have some good leads 
already.  Please, please, please be praying, praying, praying because there could be some possibilities 
that could be just unbelievable, and he and I are chasing some of these down.   

But here's what I wanted to say to you:  If you know someone that's an awesome worship leader, tell 
them to get us their resume.  You bring it to us, bring it to me on a Sunday morning, drag them over 
here, I'd love to hear from you because the more people we can talk to and the more connections we can 
have, we need your help on this.  

[Stephen]  “That’s right, yeah, absolutely.”   

Do you have anything to add to this?   

[Stephen]  “No, no.  I'm here.  I'm not leaving, so there's nothing to say.”   

[Laughter]   

Stephen, we love you.  Thank you.  We just love your leading the worship.  It's been just unbelievable 
and the team loves you.  This team has been phenomenal and this team, these are all incredible people 
who are incredible professionals that you would also call super volunteers. 

[Stephen]  “Absolutely.  The team has been excellent and whoever comes in here, the job is actually 
kind of easy because the team is just fantastic.  I mean, Jesse, John, so many names, Eric, these guys are 
talented musicians but they also have the anointing upon their lives.  And so I've been blessed to be able 
to lead such an awesome team, so thank you all so much as well.” 

Thanks. 

[Applause] 

But whoever you're talking to that might be interested in this position, don't tell him it's easy, [Laughter]  
scare ‘m.   

Oh, so I wanted to tell you about that this Wednesday night is cool because the 
women's study begins again.  If you've never been involved in women's 
ministry, again, they meet around round tables so, I mean, above and beyond 
the 43 small groups we talked about earlier, I don't even know how many 
tables of women they have, and around that table you build some incredible 
intimacy and closeness and relationship.  This Wednesday night it starts up 
again and the first series begins this week and goes 
through March 13th.   

At the same time we’ll have a session called Rockin Wednesdays with the 
children so bring your children out starting this Wednesday night.   

The No Regrets Men's Conference, you're gonna see them talking about that 
everywhere.  They're out in the lobby today, go talk to them.  It's Super Bowl weekend.  I understand 
there's a chance that might be a pretty amazing weekend again this year, so it's on Saturday of that 
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weekend.  Where else do you want to be with a bunch of men talking about 
what's going to happen on Sunday?  So that's exciting, so make sure you 
sign up for that.   

 
I want to mention this, this is so cool.  Back to the kids again, we're putting incredible amounts of 
energy and time into caring about our kids meeting Jesus and getting trained up.  We are making a 
switch in our curriculum.  This is one of the cool things that happened here recently is we were talking 
with some of the teachers and they're saying, “You know, the curriculum that we have is just sort of this 
moralistic thing but it's not presenting Jesus the way we want to and we've been having to make that 
happen and we've been doing that, but we'd really like to have a curriculum that really presents Jesus 
and trains them in the Word of God.”  And I said “Amen” to that.  So much of the stuff we get given 
these days is more just sort of these moralistic-type, therapeutic-type lessons and we don't want to bring 
that here at the church, that's why we always say to you, “We are a people of the Book, be bringing your 
Bible.”  Well, we want to bring no less to our children, but we want to bring it in a fun, exciting way.  
So this is – I want to read this to you because I got an explanation of the series and you probably saw 
some of the set up out there where you can get selfies with the kids and this kind of stuff.   

So this is called SUIT UP is the name of this series that they're going into and it 
says this:  It's time to suit up with all of God's armor so that we will have the 
power to stand against the enemy’s lies and tricks.  In large group, we’ll join a 
superhero named The Clock and his or her best friend, Sid, on a summer vacation 
to Epic World where they will learn how to use God's armor to defeat the evil 
villain, Acrophobia.  In small group, we’ll have fun to 
learn how to use this armor in our everyday lives.”  So 

this is gonna just be fun.  They're using the superhero theme and there's lots of 
excitement built into that, but the whole goal is to teach them about the armor of 
God from Ephesians, so this is exciting stuff.  They have a series right after this 

it's called ON THE FARM, so I have a feeling we're gonna 
see a lot of animals around here again.  Right after that 
we'll have the EASTER EXTRAVAGANZA, and then we'll be 
going into something called CAMP WANNASTAY, so be 
praying about that, be excited about that.  If you’re 
parents, be talking with them.   

I don't know if I mentioned this earlier when I was giving you the stats about children.  One of the stats I 
read in that study that took place this last year, so despite the fact that 43% of the kids got saved before 
age 13, 50% of those children got saved because a parent led them to Jesus.  So as I mentioned with the 
teens, you need that support, that adult that are going, “This is legit.  Let me help you walk through it.”  
But you need moms and dads leading them to Jesus.  If you have not had the opportunity to lead your 
kids to Jesus, you gotta be here next week.  Next week from the book of Romans I'm going to take you 
through a very simple path that Romans shows on how to put your trust in Jesus.  At the end of our time 
next week we're going to give you an opportunity to write down your testimony of your faith in Jesus.  
You may never have done that before and I believe that if we can just write that down into a simple form 
it'll allow us to share that with others and it'll be powerful.  So be thinking about your testimony of your 
relationship with Jesus this week.  I'm gonna walk you through those verses next week and you're gonna 
get an opportunity to write those down, but those verses will help you to share the faith with your kids 
starting next week. 

Men’s Conference 
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More missions trips coming up this year, lots more missions trips.  There's a Mexico missions trip—I 
love the Mexico missions trip—June 15-22, if you're interested being part 
of that, January 20th [information meeting].  Listen, I think every one of us 
at some point ought to go on at least one missions trip, it'll change your 
life.  If you can take your spouse, that's even better, and if you could take 
your whole family, that would even be better.  I believe it's one of those 
things that in the course of, you know, 10 years, you ought to make it, 
“Hey, three years from now” or “This year” or “Next year we're gonna 
make that a priority for our family.”  I really encourage you along that line.   

We have a trip going to Ngalagne also, May 3-12, which is Senegal.  That's that 
new village that we have adopted, that we're trying to reach, that we've built the 
Literacy Center in, that we’ve built the church in, we would love to see you go 
on that.  We still have eight slots available for that trip so I really encourage 
you to be a part of it.   

I missed the Student Retreat, that's coming up this 
month, really encourage you.  If you have 
teenagers, “I don't want to go, Mom,” — just, “You're going.  I signed you 
up.”  [Laughter]  I'm serious.  It's sort of like the stock market.  If you pull 
out, you miss that moment when it went up.  If you don't get your kid in 
there, you may miss that spiritual opportunity and that spiritual moment.   

We have a clothing drive coming up.  We have more grants we're going to give this year.  This year we 
want to give to a need in Iraq, we want to give to a need in Liberia, we want to give to a need in Senegal.  
Let me take you to the last little piece here, I have gone way over my time.   

 

Luke chapter 9, verse 23, is a verse that we talk about every time that we have this conversation, so let 
me just say this to you.  So we talked about leaning back, pushing forward to get movement and 
momentum.  We said that the church is not a building that we come to but rather it's a movement that 
we're a part of.  Think of those original disciples; they were a group of guys that came from all sorts of 

Mexico Missions Trip

Ngalagne Missions Trip 

Student Retreat – Jan. 18-21 



01.06.2019 | In Full Swing 
 

 

 

 – 11 – 

different backgrounds.  Jesus trains them and teaches them while He's here and then they fall apart, they 
deny Him, they run away, they head back to their careers, they are in a room shaking and scared, and all 
this kind of stuff.  And then something happens that transforms them then changes them, and that 
something is the resurrection.  When they see Jesus come out of the grave alive they realize, “Oh, wow, 
that doesn't just happen.  We want to be a part of that.”  And from there on they give everything.  They 
pour their lives out to make sure everyone they know hears about this Jesus and they do so at even the 
ultimate cost of their lives. 

Listen to what Jesus says.  Jesus says: 

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me,  

— so you want to follow Jesus, that call for radical followership of Jesus like the original disciples, 
that’s something He’s called us to so when Jesus says you want to come after me, here’s what I want 
from you, I want you to deny yourself – radical — 

let him deny himself and take up his cross daily  

— take up your cross daily.  A cross is rough, it is an instrument of death, it is heavy, it is burdensome.  
You want to come to Jesus you have to come through a cross, that’s why we have the two crosses.  The 
first cross is coming to Jesus, the second cross is just getting under that cross and carrying it.  That’s 
what Jesus is saying here.  And He says: 

and follow me. 

— listen to these words — 
24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits 
himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man 
be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels.”  

~ LUKE 9:23-26a 

Someone recently that was trying to figure out Jesus, they said to me, “I was just talking to a number of 
friends and I found out all sorts of people I didn’t know that were Christ followers when I was asking 
them about it.”  You know, that’s a shame.  Why would that be?  That we could live around people that 
are trying to figure out Jesus and they wouldn’t even know that we’re a Christ follower until they ask us.  
We should be so excited that we’re telling others about the fact that we’re a Christ follower.  When we 
love something, we talk about it a lot. 

I was, about a year ago, I was standing over by the door over there [points to his left] and a man came 
walking in the door, had two little boys with him, and he goes, “You must be Lee.”  And I said, “Yeah, 
how do you know that?”  “I hear about you all the time.”  I said, “How is it that you hear about me all 
the time?”  He goes, “I’m your daughter’s boss at work and she’s always talking about you.”  [Laughter]  
I assumed that was a good thing, but I always think good so maybe it wasn’t.  Here’s the deal, the things 
that we love we talk about all the time.  The things that matter most to us, we share, we express, and 
when someone’s interested as a result, they respond.  We at Calvary want to be so concerned about those 
who have not yet met Jesus that we want to be effervescent sharing what we know.  I would just 
encourage you, I hope that you’re reading your Bible.  I hope that you’re reading it every day.  There are 
so many ways, if you’re not a reader, listen to it.  There are so many opportunities today.   
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I hope that you’re praying.  When you’re reading your Bible,  when you’re praying, when you talk about 
things throughout the day, guess what you’re going to say, “I prayed about that” or “I’m praying for you 
on that.”  You're going to be saying, “You know, I just read something this morning” —guess where it's 
gonna be from.  You know, other people might be quoting a book, you're quoting this Book.  “As 
someone once said,” and you're quoting the Bible and pretty soon they're going, “Where'd that come 
from?”  “Well, it's just something in the Bible that I read.”  “Really?  Where?”  And all of a sudden it 
leads into a conversation.   

A lot of times people think, well, a person has to clean up and get ready before they can come in.  No, 
we want people to be able to come in here while they're still searching, while they're still figuring it out 
because you've shared so much about Jesus, you've told them so much about Jesus, because it's just been 
a natural overflow of your life.  Oftentimes there's this thing like, “I don't know if I'd know what to say.”  
Yeah, you do.  You just say what's going on in your life at this moment.  We want to pray for those who 
aren't saved.  Are you praying for anyone that's not saved today?  I told you this a couple weeks ago, I've 
been reminded recently:  Don't forget to [not] stop praying.  You sometimes – someone hasn't 
responded, someone hasn't received Christ yet – so you just stop, you figure Well, God knows so I'll just 
stop praying.  Keep praying for them.  Have a list of people that you're praying for.  We want to keep on 
praying.   

I want to encourage you, this year consider being part of a small group.  It's there that you're going to 
have that relational connection and you're going to have that friendship.  I talk to people all the time and 
I say, “Why did you go to the church that you're going to?”  “I came and I met these people and they 
were so nice and they opened up their arms and they opened up their home and they invited me out to 
dinner and we have a lifelong friendship as a result of it.”  Oftentimes we think Well, people came here 
because they liked this church, or They liked the pastor, or They liked the music, or They liked the 
activities.  Very often they come here because it's a relationship.  May I encourage you, jump into a 
small group, and those small groups are amazing relationships.   

I just this morning was talking to someone before the service and they said to me, “Hey, listen, we're 
concerned about” and they named a name.  “We haven't seen this person for a while.  Have you seen 
them for a while?  We've been calling them, we haven't been getting an answer.”  That's what happens 
when you're in a small group.  There's a group of people that love you and care for you, and then on top 
of that you get to have a conversation about what we started here on a Sunday morning and take it to a 
deeper level.  So, I just throw all of that out to you.   

A lot of what we do here when we do Uwchlan  
Days and we do coffee and free bagels and we 
do horses and all that kind of stuff, we want to 
leverage every opportunity to get us together to 
build relationships so that the Gospel can go out 
because we as a group become motivated to 
start a movement to push forward, to get 
involved, to be generous, to serve together, to 

reach other people for Jesus. 

My time is up so I'm just gonna say this:  Will you join me this year in being a part of that?  Would you 
consider doing what Jesus said—deny yourself, take up your cross and follow Him?  Would you 
consider making it a priority to be in service?  Would you make it a priority to be here on a Sunday 
morning?  Would you make it a priority to be in a small group?  Would you make it a priority to be here 
on Wednesday night?  And we say this, at least come sit one hour and serve one hour, it will make a 

Uwchlan Days

Bagels 
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huge difference in your life and I want to invite you into that.  And again, I just want to say thank you to 
you all and I want to encourage you to be a part of what God's doing.  We serve an awesome God. 

Now, I'm going to ask Stephen and the team to come back up here.  I'm gonna pray, we're gonna give 
our gifts, our tithes, and our offerings this morning, and I want you to know the song he's about ready to 
sing is like a favorite.  If anyone wants to come lead our worship here at Calvary, they're gonna have to 
learn this song and have to be able to do it as well as Stephen, because I love the word awesome, and I 
love the fact just singing our God is awesome.  I'm gonna say a word of prayer and give you the 
opportunity to give your gifts to the Lord. 

Jesus, 

Thank you for what You've done in this church.  Thanks for letting us be the ones to be together.  
And, Lord, I pray it won't be just us; we'll start inviting our friends and other people into this.  
And I pray that more people get saved, more lives will be changed this year because we got 
together. 

We love You and we do want to say to You, Lord, as we give our gifts back to You, we want to 
say You are awesome.  We love You. 

In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/309748211  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/mCw--QxmO2k  
 

 

Website Links to Organizations Supported in 2018 
 
Summit Ministries:  https://www.summit.org 

Good Works:  http://www.goodworksinc.org 

BACC – The Bridge Academy, Coatesville:  https://thebridgeacademy.org 

Chester County Women's Services:  https://ccwsmedical.org/en/  

CCGM – County Corrections Gospel Ministries:  http://countycorrectionsgospelmission.org 

Good Samaritan Services, Phoenixville:  https://www.goodsamservices.org 

City Gate, Coatesville:  http://www.hbchurch.info/city-gate-mission---jim-davis-director.html  
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