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Good morning.  I'm so happy to be here with you today; so good to see all of you.  Welcome to all of 
you online with us this morning, welcome to have you with us; lots of people listening on online today.  
So thanks for coming out on this rainy day. 

In the middle of my message last hour the electric went out so I had to talk without a microphone but 
thankfully we had backup generators and the lights just popped right back on and we were good to go, 
so it's been a fun day here at Calvary.  So thank you for being part of this and being here.  It was 
exciting to see this last week this place just come alive.  I mean, Wednesday night this place was just 
pulsing with people here between the children and the women and the men's groups and the student 
ministries, it's just great.  So if you haven't ever ventured out here on a Wednesday night, come join us.  
It is so exciting what's going on here.   

And Stephen, I just love hearing you playing on this piano (see FIGURE 1).  Someone gave us this 
[Applause] this last month and I have wanted—
this man is a world-class pianist, I mean, we are 
so blessed to have him.  I'm like, I want him to 
have a real piano to play on and so, God blessed, 
and so thank you.  When you give cool things 
happen and it opens up the door for just more 
ministry, so thank you so much. 

If you're new here, welcome.  We have a connect 
card in the chair behind you; would love for you 
to fill that out.  And if you're wanting to get 
involved, there's so many things going on here, 
lots of people—over 60% of our church are 
involved in small groups right now.  It's an 
exciting thing and there are groups going on all 
over the place all week long, not only on 
Wednesday night but other times.  If you want to 
be a part of that, just write it down on here.  We have a baptism coming up, mark that on here.   

At the end of this service my wife and I and a bunch of the other pastors will be over here [points to his 
right]; if you go out this door and just sort of bear to your right you'll see a room with just all glass 
around it, we’ll be in that room.  We call it New Here Meet Here.  If we haven't gotten to know you yet, 
we want to get to know you.  We're a church that just cares about connecting with each other.  We talk 
about family, we mean that, we want to have that relationship with you.  And that's why I even 
mentioned the groups to you because sometimes it's easy to just come getting in this big room and just 
not be connected; we want you to be connected in. 

Listen, we’re starting a series today called FAMILY MATTERS.  Actually, Pastor John did a phenomenal 
job at starting and kicking it off last week.  And what we know is that who I am, who you are, who you 
are becoming has been highly, highly formed by your family relationships and connections.  Your 
family really defines your life, and it's your first ministry, it's your first calling, and we’re gonna ask the 
question here in this series:  What does that look like?  Here's what we know; in talking with you in just 
any kind of connections that we have around here, and if I were to take an interview right now in the 
room and have you raise hands or whatever, the first word out of most of your mouths would be family 
matters.  I mean, you'd be just like family’s first, I think about my family constantly, and that's of huge 
importance to you.  We spend our lives, we respond to our family, we do our family, but rarely do we 
just step back for a minute and just actually organize our thoughts along these lines and consider our 

(FIGURE 1)
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family and think about our family, and that's what we want to do for these weeks.  God has so blessed us 
with family, this was His idea and He gave it to us, and here today we just want to just go Wow!  How 
blessed we are to have this thing called family.  Starting with marriages and the Scripture talks about 
marriage is something to be held in high honor and high esteem, to the Psalms in Psalm 1271 that talks 
about our children being a heritage given to us, and we sit in here today and I hope that many of you 
step back and go, “Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord, for my family.”  

Here’s what I'd like to do today is talk for a minute and just take you and learn a little bit about Jesus’ 
family and His extended family, and I want to take you to Luke chapter 1.  You want to read about 
family there’s a million books out there about family.  I would like today to take you to the Bible and 
we’ll talk about a family, we want to talk about Jesus’ family.  And so Luke chapter 1 gives us some 
information about that and starts out with His extended family, and most of us have experienced that 
very thing.  So if you have your Bibles let's just look at Luke chapter 1, introduce you to someone that 
maybe when we've read this in the past we've just sort of run by very quickly.  Luke 1, verse 5, says this: 

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, 

— this priest Zechariah you’re gonna come to know as the uncle of Jesus.  If you take notes, you might 
wanna just jot that down — 

of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elizabeth. 

— this is Jesus’ aunt — 

6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments 
and statutes of the Lord.  

And I want to stop there for just a second because when I read that one of the things I find oftentimes 
when we say someone really has it altogether, for some reason we have a tendency to shut down because 
we know we don't have it altogether.  So this couple’s godly, this couple’s righteous, this couple’s 
following all the commandments, you’re like, “Of course, they’re Bible people and I'm just me doing 
life and family the way I do it.”  I just want you to know and I want you to hear this today, and I'll say it 
a couple times here today, is that every family has its issues.  Every family comes with its “thing”—
yours has your thing and we can't even begin to list them all in here because they're so random and we 
have no idea what that thing is that's going to get thrown at our family, maybe even yet in the future, but 
what’s said next reminds us that even they had this situation.  Verse 7 says: 

7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 

~ LUKE 1:5-7 

And in that time this was—even went beyond the emotional issues of wanting a child and not being able 
to have a child—this child for them in their time was their retirement plan.  And so without having a 
child they didn't have a plan for their social security in the days ahead.  But as we read this text at 
verse 8 says: 

8 Now while he was serving as priest  

                                                 
1  Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of 

one's youth.  Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them!  ~ PSALM 127:3-5 
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— by the way, if you underline words in your Bible, underline the word “serving.”  I’m gonna talk about 
that word a whole bunch here today.   

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of 
the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside 
at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the 
right side of the altar of incense. 

— by the way, this was a special occasion, this was something that would have been shocking and 
terrifying to him — 

 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel 
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 

— which would be John the Baptist — 

But capture before we move on those words, “your prayer has been heard.”  I think sometimes we’ve 
prayed for our family, we’ve prayed for children, we’ve prayed for whatever that need is in your family 
that has been weighing you down.  God doesn’t answer.  We figure He’s either not listening or He 
doesn’t care, He doesn’t want to do it.  Keep praying!  This angel says hey, we’ve been aware of this, 
your prayer you have been praying, you’ve been bringing this before God, pray about that thing 
whatever that is that you’re going through right now.  Whatever your issue is in your family, that heavy-
duty thing, bring it before God, keep bringing it.  Maybe you forgot to bring it for a while, maybe 
you’ve just given up because everyone says this is beyond help, bring it before the Lord.  This angel 
shows up and says, “your prayer has been heard.”  Verse 14: 

14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be 
great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit,  

— I want to highlight that word, too, “the Holy Spirit” — 

even from his mother's womb. 

— wow, here’s what that’s saying; that’s saying the Holy Spirit is actually going to be in him in his 
mother’s womb.  We often ask about personhood, when does life begin?  And this is very clear here that 
that life has begun at conception.  We go on: 

16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go 
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah,  

— I’m gonna try to explain this a little bit to you a little later, this is heavy-duty stuff — 

to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

~ LUKE 1:8-17 

So this is John the Baptist.  This is the one that God has sent in preparation to lay the path for Jesus 
Christ, to point the way to Jesus.  He would be the one saying, “That's Jesus.”  He would be the one that 
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says, “I need to become less and He needs to become more.”2  And this angel announces this to 
Elizabeth, Jesus’ aunt, and says this is about to happen. 

Now I want you to just jump ahead if you would a few verses to verse 30 and here again we have an 
angel showing up.  This time it is to Mary, you're familiar with Mary and Joseph.  Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, this is before Mary understood that that was what was about ready to happen to her.  She’s a poor, 
young, peasant girl in a small, little village and she's expecting nothing to happen.  And verse 30:  

30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus.  32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

This is what the people of God have been waiting for.  Here she is, she's getting the announcement of 
what's going to take place but she has a concern and this will end up framing the problem that she has 
moving forward. 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

— this doesn't make any sense — 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit  

— again, we’ll capture that phrase again — 

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

— and capture that phrase — 

 will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.  

~ LUKE 1:30-35 

This would be for Mary an amazing thing and yet this would be the thing that would be the fingers and 
the eyes pointing at her in her village.  There would be a lot of chitter-chatter, a lot of talk, because they 
wouldn’t—believe me, obviously, who has a virgin birth?  You can’t explain this.  This is one of those 
things no one is going to understand, no one’s going to get, and so she’s going to take the opinion of 
people is going to come after her.  We read later about Joseph, the angel shows up to Joseph3 to speak to 
him about this because this very same thing was the case with him.  People would draw a conclusion 
that was not true there and you can imagine people are people, it doesn’t matter if you’re talking two 
thousand years ago or today, people talk, people communicate, and people draw conclusions and they 
spread those conclusions.  And so they carry this with them.   

You add to that that shortly after Jesus is born Herod decides he’s going to take out the young boys and 
Mary and Joseph are warned in a dream4 to get out of the country, and so here’s this poor couple has to 
move to Egypt and Jesus is taken out and taken elsewhere.  I mean, these are things that are thrown at 
them that are heavy-duty things that are hard, that they could have never expected. 

Verse 36 says: 

                                                 
2 ”He must increase, but I must decrease.”  ~ JOHN 3:30 
3 Read MATTHEW 1:18-25 
4  Read MATTHEW 2 
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36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth 

— this is Jesus’ aunt — 

 in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren.  

— and then listen to verse 37 — 

37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”  
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. 

~ LUKE 1:36-38 

So Stephanie did a great job earlier making you say something, so let's say some Bible right now.  Can 
you repeat those words, “Nothing will be impossible with God”?  Will you say that with me?  
[Congregation with Pastor Lee] “Nothing will be impossible with God.”  And I want to remind us as we 
step into this—anything that is in your world right now and in your family that just seems impossible, I 
want you to hear this story of Jesus’ family and hear the words: “Nothing will be impossible with God.”  

 
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord;  

— we keep on seeing that word, “servant of the Lord” — 

let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

~ LUKE 1:38 

So here's what I'm gonna do.  I just want to give you four powerful concepts that I just saw happening 
throughout this text.  I've already mentioned each of them, so I wanna go back to the very, very first one:  

They struggle.  So you have this couple that the first words that we 
read there are they're just godly, godly, godly people and yet they 
can't have a child.  You read about Mary who's one highly esteemed 
of the Lord and the Lord says, “Wow, you are great,” and yet, she's 
going to be talked about, he's going to be talked about.  And we just 

recognize that every family that is represented in this room there are things that weigh heavy on us 
today.  And so as a result of that there's no one-size-fits-all solution, there's no one-size-fits-all to the 
problem.   

I would also say this.  In a family, what's crazy about a family, is you didn't choose who was going to be 
in that group most of the time, and so you get what you get.  And I've been just blown away at how 
different my kids are and their personalities and their likes and their motivations and the things that 
move them, it’s just crazy when you think about that.  Now you put all of them together and you realize 
we can't make a one-size-fits-all because they're all different.  As a result, when you think about the 

For nothing  
will be impossible  

with God. 

~ LUKE 1:37 

Four Powerful Concepts 

1.  They struggle. 
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difficulties within a family, there's going to be a lot of work of communication—anyone have 
communication issues in your family?  Okay.   

There's going to be issues of listening.  It's hard to listen.  It’s not the easiest thing that we 
do.  Of caring, of just caring for the very needs of those that are family.  And then figuring 
out how and when things go wrong as they so often do, figuring out how in the world do I 
forgive?  It’s hard and we just own that right up front. 

Take this to another step that I thought of this week, the Apostle Paul in Corinthians5 makes the case that 
he as a single person can accomplish so much more in life and ministry for the gospel and he just says 
for him this is a benefit to be single.  He holds singleness at this really high level.  And for any of you 
who have ever ventured out of singleness and into being married you realized that the day you got 
married all of a sudden that you were carrying a new responsibility that you never had before.  You had 
to come home at the end of a work day.  And, in fact, you probably ought to get home at a normal time 
and you probably can't work a bunch of extra hours, and you gotta walk in the door and be friendly and 
warm and kind and ask how their day went and have conversation back and forth, you know, there's all 
this communicating, listening, caring, forgiving, all that stuff and all that took time, and that time 
changed your normal sequence of life.  Then add to that a child and all of a sudden where did time go?  

And it's all consuming all of a sudden and, again, it changes the 
routine of your life and it gets harder.  Family, here's the key, family 
is hard work.  

I mentioned moment ago we probably don't have a one-size-fits-all thing on Hey, here's what we want to 
say about families, do this, everything's all right, but when we look at Jesus’ family one of the things 
that I saw all the way through this passage that I just want to throw out to you that I believe is just a 
huge key point and that is throughout this we saw God's power.  So every one of these players in this 
story, every one of these family members that is mentioned, there's this constant mention of the power of 

God, of the Spirit of God coming upon them, of the Spirit of 
God living out of them.  One of the things that I am convinced 
of and it's why it's fun having a conversation with you today is 
that because I'm talking to a group of people that I hope most of 

you if not all of you love Jesus Christ, have put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, when you did that 
individually the Spirit of God came upon your life—that changes everything.  That's a game-changer.  
As a result, you can do this thing called family with the power of God in your life.  That's why the 
families that are represented in this room today should be different because we can be leaning on and 
grabbing on to the power of God for our life. 

And I would say with a little bit of a concern in my voice when I say this that one of the problems we 
have is we put our trust in Jesus, the Spirit of God comes into our life and then we ignore that.  And as a 
result we don't live with that power.  We have God the Spirit in our life to help us figure out how to 
communicate, how to listen, how to forgive, how to love unconditionally.  We of all people ought to be 
all the more able to live in a family that thrives.  I often say when I do weddings how is it that two sinful 
people can come together and we're supposed to all of a sudden have something that's blissful and 
amazing?  Only if the power of the Spirit of God comes upon them, and that's why it is so important to 
marry someone who has put their faith and trust in Jesus, who has the power of the Spirit of God in their 
life.  

                                                 
5 See 1ST CORINTHIANS 7 

Family is hard work. 

2. God’s power in your life. 
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Now, add to that a snotty-nosed kid, sorry, or three of them 
whining, complaining, pulling, tugging, yelling—that's craziness.  
I remember coming in at the end of the day of work and seeing 
that going on in the house and I'm like, “Oh, my.”  She's like, 
“It’s been going on all day.”  I’m like, “Man, I’m glad I’ve been 
at work all day.”  The only way that we pull this together and 
figure this out is with the power of God in our lives.   

There's an author that wrote a book about marriage and his premise was that we want marriage for our 
happiness, but maybe God made marriage for our holiness.  And I thought about that a lot this week 
because I think for a lot of us we live life to be happy and we're just constantly in this mode of figuring 
out what makes me happy.  So we're just amusing ourselves and transporting ourselves and buying for 
ourselves and in the course of that we think that somehow that's gonna bring us happiness.  Now, we 
would never espouse to such a theory and yet that's what we do within our families hoping to somehow 
keep everyone happy.  So when the kid starts crying we learned at a very young age you stick something 
in the mouth and shut him up.  When they cry when you're walking through the store you buy it for them 
and the perception is that somehow they're going to be happy and that everything's gonna be all right, 
but it seems to only amp up the problem more and more.   

And so when we begin to talk about holiness or happiness, and in no way would we ever say we don't 
want happiness.  I think that one of the writers, a guy by the name of Wesley, once said it's impossible to 

be happy without being holy, and the concept is this and it's 
been really connecting with me a lot lately.  We often talk about 
discipleship in the church and discipleship is basically an idea of 

how do I grow in my relationship with Jesus?  You remember Jesus had disciples that followed Him 
around and He walked and talked with them?  Well, after He leaves how do we do that?  When we care 
for each other and we teach each other and we train each other up and we help each other grow in our 
faith and we call that discipleship, followership, of Jesus Christ and helping each other do that.  And 
oftentimes when we discuss that we discuss that as finding someone that we know to do that with, but I 
would like to submit to you that there is no better place than within the unit of the family to bring about 
that discipleship; to bring about that followership of Jesus Christ.   

You see, in your family they watch you on a daily basis.  When we talk about discipleship we talk about 
life on life, one on one, doing life together.  Well, if there's any group of people that you do life together 
with it's your family.  They're there all the time, they see you, they can encourage you, they can 
strengthen you.  We often talk about meeting together as a church to encourage one another in love and 
good deeds.  What better place to do that than within the family where you're encouraging each other to 
live for the Lord, to follow Jesus.  It's there where they see the reading of Scripture modeled.  It's there 
where you actually read the Scripture to them.  It's there where you have spiritual conversations.  It's 
there where prayer takes place and they see that that's something that works and that changes lives and 
that following Jesus is a powerful thing.  This is why I go back—the Spirit of God in our lives changes 
this thing called family, it's the thing that gives the power to it.  And some of us have just missed it and 
blocked that out where I think we can bring that back in and it'll just bring a huge difference to this. 

Third powerful thing that I noticed as I read about Jesus’ family was that they chose to serve, and as 
they choose to serve awesome things take place.  Mary could have 
easily said, “Whoa!  Whoa!  Whoa!  I'm not sure if I want to go 
there.”  Instead what we read here in this text she says, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord.”  She could’ve said, “Give me some 
time to pray about it.”  She could’ve said, “Hey, let me think about 

3. They chose to serve. 
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it.  Let me see, maybe there's a different way we could do this.  I'm a little bit nervous doing this here 
my hometown.  I know what the people are like here, I know them.”  And she goes, “No, God, you 
called me to do this, I will serve.”   

One of the things I've noticed in families, those families that serve selfishness goes away because we 
take the attention off of me and put it onto someone else.   My wife was amazing when our kids were 

young and she was constantly toting them off to a soup kitchen.  I remember we 
had a skate park in our hometown and she'd go buy boxes of pizza and take it to 
the skate park and my kids would hand out pizza to the kids that were skating in 

the park; opened up observations for caring and concern.  The bottom line is 
this is when we begin to think about someone else all of a sudden these 
petty little things that had everyone crying and screaming and losing their 
minds go away.  That's why here in the church we encourage everyone be 
serving because as a family of God we act as a family here, and that means 
everyone jumps in, everyone gets involved.   

So what happens after dinner?  I don’t know, one person gets up and starts washing the dishes, the other 
person gets up and starts drying the dishes, and the other ones are putting the food away in the portable 
storage, and someone's wiping off the countertops.  Well, we all have our jobs, we all just do our thing, 
that's what a family does together.  And so that's why even in a church that we say everyone needs to be 
serving.  When everyone's standing back waiting to be served going, “Where's my coffee?” or “Who's 
teaching here today?” or “Who's cleaning these bathrooms?” something goes wrong.  But the moment 
we go, “Hey, I'm in.  I got it.  Where's the rags?” or “I’m in.  I'll do this,” and all of a sudden we become 
a people that serves. 

One of your pastors here that is just—and you've got just the best pastors in the world here and you 
know that because you know them—but Pastor Bob van Arsdale.  A couple weeks ago I had the 
opportunity just to walk around and see everything that was going on on a Sunday morning, which I 
rarely do.  I sort of have like a little triangle between here and there [motions to an area on the floor] on 
a Sunday morning and I rarely get outside of that.  Right after this service I'm gonna make that triangle a 
little bigger and go over there [points to his right] to New Here Meet Here so if you're new come over 
and meet me, I want to see you right after the service.  But I was walking around the church and I 
noticed something—Pastor Bob van Arsdale’s whole family serving constantly everywhere around here.  
They're everywhere.  They're serving and you just step back go, “That's because that is the kind of 
mindset that he has built into his family and it's how they live out.”  And it's what we see in Jesus’ 
family.  Everyone in Jesus’ family their response is:  “I'm your servant.  I serve.  I'm in.”  And I believe 
it makes a difference. 

This week I came across a phrase, someone said it and when they said it I don't even think they were 
trying to make it into a phrase, they just said it.  And I just sat there and I wrote it down really, really 

fast because I'm like, “This is what I need to say 
Sunday morning!” —Living for the benefit of others.  
You see, our families begin to change when we start 
saying in our lives I'm gonna live for the benefit of 

others.  When it's I'm living for the benefit of me, yeah, our marriage is really getting troubled because 
that just doesn't go well.  When I say I'm living for the benefit of me—that I want my kids to look a 
certain way, be involved in certain sports because they're living for the benefit of me—that makes zero 
sense.  Family becomes a powerful thing when we live for the benefit of others as a family unit. 

Living for the benefit of – others. 
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And there's one last thing I want to take you to and you probably saw it and I mentioned as we were 
reading it there in Chapter 1 of Luke, verse 17, it's a passage that's a little hard to understand.  It actually 
was originally written as a prophecy at the end of the book of Malachi6 and Luke mentions it here what 
the angel said when he says, speaking of John the Baptist: 

17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,  

~ LUKE 1:17a 

So something’s going on, so let me try to explain this to you in a way that hopefully we can do 
something with it.  Something’s going on here as a result of this family and of this John the Baptist that 
is going to change the hearts of the fathers and bring them to their children.  And I just want to say this 
in this room, I’m certain in here today there are dads who wish that you could gain the hearts of your 
children.  I’m also sure there are children in here that wish they could have the heart of their daddy.  So 
right now when we bring that out, we really strike a nerve throughout this room.   

Take this to a new level, the next word after that says, “and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just.”  
Many of you understand what it’s like to have a disobedient family member and let me define 
disobedience here.  In the original language it means “those who would not be persuaded.”  It means 
“someone who will not believe.”  It means “someone who is obstinate and stubborn.”  Now are we 
getting close to home?  We’ve got someone in our family system that fits that mode.  

There were those who asked John the Baptist, based on this, “Are you Elijah?”  And John the Baptist’s 
quick words back were “No, I'm not Elijah.”7  He is not reincarnated as Elijah.  No, that is not the case.  
But then they asked Jesus that question because this prophecy in Malachi that it was hard for them to 
wrap their brain around—and I'm trying to explain something really, really deep here; I hope somehow I 
can bring this to a place where we can capture this—they asked Jesus in Matthew8 chapter 11, verse 13, 
is this John the Baptist?  Is this Elijah?  And Jesus’ answer was, “Well, if you're willing to accept it,” 
and, you know, the question is what is “it”?  And “it” is the message that John is preaching, that Jesus is 
Messiah, that Jesus has come as Savior, then yes, He comes in the power of Elijah.   

Here's what I believe with all that explanation here this is saying is that when Jesus comes into our lives, 
comes into our families it brings together fathers and their children.  It changes the way we respond to 
our kids.  It changes the way they respond to us.  Back to that disobedient thing, you know, I've had so 
many conversations where I get situations brought to me because there are family members that are 
wayward.  “What do I do at Christmastime?  They're coming in and they're here and they practice this 
and they live this way, and we're not sure how to respond to that.  We don't know what to do.”  And here 
He says that somehow in the midst of that those disobedient ones are going to be changed and they're 
going to be justified is what it's saying here ultimately.  You go, again, “How?”  And the answer is 
simple.  The only way is going to be through Jesus, and our job is to just keep on bringing them Jesus.   

                                                 
6  “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; 

and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  ~ MALACHI 3:1 
7  Read JOHN 1:19-28 
8 [Jesus speaking] “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who 

is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is 
Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  ~ MATTHEW 11:11-15 
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That's why you see that phrase all the time the CF in 
our name, we're a “Christ First” church.  We gotta 
keep on bringing Jesus to whomever we're bringing 
Jesus to and allowing the power of the gospel.  

What's the gospel?  The Good News of Jesus to infiltrate our homes.  Are you sharing about Jesus with 
your kids?  We have the most amazing children's ministry going on right now in this building, just tons 
and tons of kids.  I love what they say there, “We don't do boring.  It's fun.  It's exciting.”  But here's 
what they're trying to do is bring them Jesus.  Now here's what I want to say to you as parents:  Don't let 
it just be for them to bring them Jesus, are you gonna be talking to them about Jesus?   

A family walked into the door over here before first hour and I walked up to them and the father said, 
“My son has something to tell you.”  And I got down close to him and I said, “What is that?”  He says, 
“I asked Jesus into my life.”  And I'll tell you what, that didn't happen here [points toward children’s 
ministry rooms], that happened because of mom and dad sitting down and telling them that the only way 
you can have eternal life is to put your faith in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation.   And Jesus makes 
it very clear that the gospel is simple enough even for a child to understand.  

I remember a moment in our home when one of our children put their trust in Jesus Christ, I remember 
Anne saying to me afterwards, “I sense a difference.  It's changed some things the way things are going 
on around here.”  It changes a life.  And as John pointed towards Jesus we point towards Jesus and we 
point our families towards Jesus and we keep pointing them towards Jesus.  How we get there, how 
they'll get there, they haven't believed, they've been hard to persuade, we keep on giving them Jesus and 
we keep on showing them Jesus.   

I’m going to give you a homework assignment.  I heard that, “Oh, no.”  [Laughter]  I'm in a small group 
and they had the gall a couple weeks ago to send out a homework assignment in the middle of the week 
and everyone’s like responded, “Oh, cool, thanks.  This is good.  This is good.”  And I write back, “I’m 
not doing it.”  And then they started mocking me that the pastor won't do the homework assignment.  So 
I'm going to give you a homework assignment.  Some of you are like overachievers, you're gonna be all 
over this; others you're like, “Nope.  Not doing it.  I'm with the pastor.”  So I'm giving you a homework 
assignment.  Next week I want to talk to you about Ephesians chapter 5 & 6 because in those two 
chapters of the Bible it talks about husbands, it talks about wives, it talks about marriage, it talks about 
kids, it talks about how kids should respond to moms and dads, and how moms and dads should respond 
to each other, it is just loaded.  But remember, we say we are people of The Book here and we believe 
that The Book is going to change us more than anything else, so here's what I'd love for you to do.   

If you're a “C” student, would you read Ephesians 5 & 6 this week?  You see, if you're an “F” student, 
you just don't do it, so, if you're a “C” student read Ephesians 5 & 6 this week.  If you're an “A” student, 
would you read Ephesians 5 & 6 every day this week and meditate on it?  If you'll do that you'll know 
more than me when I come in here next week about this, you’ll like have this, this will be like set deep 
in your heart; you'll have illustrations, you'll know what this means, this will just be powerful.  So again, 
we can read lots of books about family and we can say family is really high, but I want you to hear what 
God's view on family is and to begin to think through family from God's point of view.  This was His 
idea.  He created it and we are blessed to be able to celebrate that and I appreciate you being a part of 
this today. 

I'm gonna say a prayer.  I’d like to pray for you and your family right now and then we're gonna give our 
gifts and our offerings to the Lord. 

  

4. Christ First – bring them to Jesus. 
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Lord, 

Right now I just want to bring before You the families that are represented in this room and we 
do feel convicted right now.  We need to serve more together as a family.  We need to serve each 
other more.  We need to allow your Spirit to come into our homes, which means we need to start 
reading our Bible together.  We need to be having spiritual conversations, and we need to pray.  
And we have forgotten, we've moved away and we forget that nothing is impossible with You, 
and forgive us for not praying enough and not trusting You enough.  So right now, Lord Jesus, 
we commit to just coming before You and making our family and the spiritual peace of our 
family the most important. 

Lord, right now as we give our gifts to You we do so because we love You.  You have blessed us 
beyond all measure and we are thankful that what we can give back can reach some more people 
and touch lives just like our life has been touched.  So, Lord, I pray that You'll use these gifts in a 
powerful way to touch more lives so that what was being given today would be glorifying to You.  

It's in Your Name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/288975058 

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/VHow3l0U6u0  
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