
Small Group Discussion Guide       August 12, 2018 
Rows to Circles – What is the Church? 

 

 

 
Getting Started 

“To many people, church is just a place. It’s a building, bricks and mortar, a destination. We go to church. The problem 
with thinking “we go to church” is that it gives us a consumer mindset: I’m looking for a church that meets my needs. I 
need a good church that will help me. The church is actually God’s chosen vehicle to meet, through other human beings, 
people’s true needs (including our own).” – Craig Groeschel 

• Discuss the degree to which this quote reflects how people often view the Church. 
 

• How would you respond to another believer who states that actively engaging with a local church is not needed in 
their life as a follower of Jesus? 

Discussion 

We embark upon the Christian journey when we respond to God’s offer of salvation in Christ. The Bible tells us that we 
are “born again” (John 3:3), we are “made alive” (Ephesians 2:5), we are transferred from the “domain of darkness” into 
“the kingdom of his beloved son” (Colossians 1:13), we are forgiven of sins (Ephesians 1:7), we are delivered from wrath 
(Romans 5:9), we are reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18) – as Jesus put it, we pass “from death to life” (John 5:24). 
Praise God that He has also placed us within a community to grow and mature in our faith as we live our lives for the glory 
of God. 

What is the Church? 

Pastor Lee explained that the Greek word for “church” in the NT is ekklesia. The word ek means “out of”; the word kaleo 
means to “call”. The literal meaning of the word “church” is “the called out ones”. 

The word “church” is very familiar to us, but its true New Testament meaning is often lost.  Many scholars would argue 
that the word “assembly” would be a better term to describe the idea of “church.”  It is not a building or an organization or 
a social club or a self-help group—we have enough of those.  It is an assembly of a unique sort of people with a unique 
calling in God’s kingdom. 

• Discuss how these verses help to describe the nature of the church being an assembly of “called out” or “set-apart” 
people. 
 
o Ephesians 2:19-22 

 
o 1 Peter 2:4-5 

 
o 1 Peter 2:9-10 

 
o 1 Timothy 3:14-15 

 
o Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

• What is meant by the phrase that God has called the church to both gather and scatter? Why are both commands 
important? 
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“To say, ‘I am going to church’ both reveals and promotes bad theology.  In the earliest days of Christianity, the church 
was a living and vibrant gathering of God’s people who met together to be strengthened and then went out into the world 
to manifest the gospel in their actions and their very beings.  Now the church has become a static place, to which 
believers go for tired and tiring rituals.  We are not ‘going to church’!  We are going to a sanctuary to participate in an 
order of worship together with the other people of God gathering in community to be nourished by all that we do there 
together so that we can go out into the world and BE the church.” 

Why does the Church exist? 

• What do the following passages describe about the purpose or goal of the church? 
 
o Ephesians 3:20-21 

 
o Matthew 28:19-20 

   
o Ephesians 4:11-16      

 

What is the importance of the local church? 

When it comes to the Christian life, the question of the local church’s importance is perhaps one that is too often 
overlooked. How often do we stop and think, “Why is the local church so important? What is the purpose of the local 
church?” The answer to such questions will provide us both direction for how churches should build the body of Christ and 
encouragement to be faithful as we play our part in it. 

Definition: Local gathering of believers in Jesus Christ, purpose to reach out to the lost (evangelism), build inward 
(edification and care), and grow upward (praise/worship) and move forward (discipleship and multiplication). 
 

• Match the verse with the corresponding statement of the to how a local church functions in community together. 
 

• The church glorifies and exalts Christ 

• The church is to preach, teach and obey the Word of God 

• The church meets regularly to encourage one another 

• The church worships God by partaking in the ordinances of the 
Lord’s Supper and Baptism 

• The church holds each other accountable to be holy 

• The church cares for one another 

• The church is on a mission to spread the gospel to all the world 

• The church supports and trusts the leadership that God 
provides to shepherd the flock 

 

• What can you/we do to avoid the problem of seeing church as just a building or institution that provides spiritual 
goods and services, and then as consumers, we step back and stand in judgment of it, we become frustrated, and 
then decide to leave and not continue meeting together. 
 

• Are you currently sitting in a row or have you moved into a circle? What steps do you want to take this fall to live out 
God’s purpose as a “called out one” in this local church? 

• 2 Timothy 4:1-4 

• 1 Corinthians 11:26, Matthew 28:19 

• Ephesians 3:20-21 

• Acts 6:1-7 

• Hebrews 10:24-25 

• Acts 20:17-37 [also 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 
Titus 1:5-9] 

• Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8 

• Matthew 18:15-20 
 


