
Small Group Discussion Guide       June 2, 2019 
Justice – Romans 9 

 

  

Getting Started 

• Suppose a friend says to you, “I think your Christianity is much too exclusive. People travel on all kinds of spiritual 
journeys, and I think that God accepts them all.” How would you respond? 
 

• What question do you have regarding God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility? 

Discussion 

In Romans 8:28-39, Paul assures his readers that despite our feelings to the contrary, the salvation of believers is secure, 
not because we are faithful, but because God is faithful. This, of course, begs the question: “So if God is faithful to preserve 
His elect, what about nonbelieving Jews? God’s unconditional covenant with Abraham’s descendants appears to be in 
jeopardy.” Paul’s response (9:1-11:36) begins with a defense of God’s character. He does this by explaining the doctrine of 
predestination, which establishes four truths: 

1. Predestination begins with the sovereign choice of God (9:6-13) 
2. Predestination upholds the perfect character of God (9:14-18) 
3. Predestination shows us the mercy of God (9:19-22) 
4. Predestination defends the fairness of God (9:23-33) 

Paul’s teaching can be boiled down to the following couplet: 

 God is faithful to save His chosen remnant; the condemned have condemned themselves. 

                                                                                                                                      (Chuck Swindoll, Insights on Romans) 

• The nation of Israel has already rejected the truth regarding Jesus as their Messiah. List the seven advantages listed in 
9:4-5 that illustrate God’s faithfulness compared to Israel’s long history of stubborn rebellion.  
 

The unbelieving majority ignored the mountain of evidence before them and chose not to trust God, proving that their 
unbelief was a moral issue, not an intellectual one. Paul affirms that the promises given to the “fathers” are still available 
through Jesus Christ. He has claimed the covenant blessings due Israel and has made those blessings available to all who 
believe. 

• Four questions outline this chapter (9:6, 14, 19, and 30). How would you phrase each question? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Does being a descendant of Abraham guarantee a spot in God’s family? Why or why not? (9:6-13) 
 
 
 
 

• How do the examples of Moses, Pharaoh and a potter help answer the question about God’s justice? 
 
 



Page 2 
 

 

 

• How can you reconcile God’s sovereignty with human responsibility in salvation? 

 

If God hardens someone as He hardened Pharaoh, how can that person be justly condemned? First, because God is the 
sovereign Creator, He has the right to do with His creation whatever He chooses (9:19-21). Second, we lost our right to 
complain about poor treatment when we chose to rebel; therefore, anything we receive other than immediate death is mercy 
(9:22-23). All humanity deserves immediate termination, so the fact that we live proves that God has not exercised justice. 
He acted upon His sovereign right to withhold justice for a time. Rather than complaining that we will not be saved, we 
should see the glass more than half full and thank God that anyone will be saved! Rather than complaining that He 
exercised His sovereign right to harden some in sinful shapes they have chosen, we should be thankful that He exercised 
His sovereign right to grant mercy to anyone … including us of all people! (Chuck Swindoll, Insights on Romans) 

 

• How had the prophets Hosea and Isaiah prepared the Jewish people for the possibility that belonging to God’s family 
was not simply a matter of biological heritage (9:25-29)? 
 
 
 

• What relationships do you see in 9:30-33 between faith, works, Jews, Gentiles? Why did the Gentiles find righteousness 
while most of the Jews did not? 
 
 
 

• What do we learn about Jesus Christ from 9:33? 

 

Paul began this chapter with the paradox of Israel’s privilege and prejudice (9:1-4). How can her unbelief be explained?  
1. It is not because God is unfaithful to His promises, for He has kept His word in relation to the Israel within Israel (9:6-13). 
2. It is not because God is unjust in His “purpose according to election”, for neither His having mercy on some nor His 
hardening of others is incompatible with His justice (9:14-18).  
3. It is not because God is unfair to blame Israel or hold human beings accountable, for we should not answer Him back, 
and in any case he acted according to His own character and according to Old Testament prophecy (9:19-29). 
4. It is rather because Israel is proud, pursuing righteousness in the wrong way, by works instead of faith, and so has 
stumbled over the stumbling block of the cross (9:30-33).   
                                                                                                            (Jon Stott, Romans: Encountering the Gospel’s Power) 

Prayer 

Bring your questions regarding the sovereignty of God before the Lord and ask Him to increase your faith and trust in His sovereign 

will. 

 


