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Let’s take a moment and just put our attention on Him.  Would you bow your heads? 

[Prayer] 

A lot of things draw us away from putting our eyes on You, Jesus, and we came to this place this 
morning just to refocus our attention on You.  And so we just take a deep breath at this moment 
and we say we’re sorry for the times that we weren’t focused on You this week.  We say we’re 
sorry for the sins we’ve committed that are coming to our mind right now.  And with that 
forgiveness that You offer to cleanse us from all unrighteousness, right now we ask that You 
would have your way in our life.  That in these next few moments that You would reach down 
into those parts of our hearts and our minds that just need your help; bring healing, bring 
cleansing, bring new life.   

We bring before you those in this room that are hurting, the things that are going on in their 
lives that they just need You.  I pray, Lord, that these next few moments together as a church that 
we’d become encouraged just to remember that You’re in charge and You’ve got it.  And so we 
love You and we thank You. 

In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

Good morning! 

[Congregation:  Good morning!] 

Thanks for coming before the deep freeze.  Have a seat.  If you’re joining us by live stream, welcome; I 
know a lot of people are like trying to figure this all out.  So good to see all of you here this morning.  
Thanks for being a part of this. 

I hear a lot of comments often about sharing our story and that we need to share our story, and a lot of 
people don’t know how to share their story because they don’t know THEE story.  So when we come 
together on a weekend, we come here on a Sunday, our goal is to share the story of Jesus.  So that’s why 
we’re always bringing Jesus to you, and that’s why we’re always asking you to open up your Bible.  
And if there’s ever a day that opening up your Bible will get you straight to His story it’s today.  So if 
you have your Bibles, would love for you to turn to the book of Romans – Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Acts, Romans in the New Testament of your Bible, and if you’ll just go right to chapter 1.  I told you in 
2019 we’re going to spending a lot of time in this book, and for the next two weeks, this week and next 
week, we’re going to be doing something called The Bible Project.   

Our goal here is to get a quick overview of this book.  For many, many years this book—and I 
understand that just until just recently in law schools to train legal students on how to present a case and 
how to make a case to pull off a prosecution—and so this book is thick and there’s a lot of stuff in it.  
And one of the things as we step into that to have this conversation about it, that makes it a little bit hard 
to bring that to you.  So we thought, well, we need to do a great overview and we need to break down 
this big, heavy-duty book and bring it to you in a way that will make some sense.   

There is a website that you can Google after the service, I know, some of you will cheat and do it now, 
but do it after the service, called The Bible Project.1  If you Google that and put in even behind that 
“Romans” you will get some charts and you’re going to get a short video, a 7-minute video2 on there of 
an overview of chapters 1-4.  That’s basically what I want to do today and I’ve sort of used that as my 
structure to go through it, so you’ll see a few similarities in that video and what I’ve had to say today.  I 

                                                 
1 Website:  https://thebibleproject.com  
2 Video:  https://thebibleproject.com/explore/romans/  -- also on YouTube at:  https://youtu.be/ej_6dVdJSIU  
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just have no idea how you can say this in seven minutes, they are amazing.  It’s going to take me 25 to 
do that and I’m sort of cheating you a little there, it’ll probably be a little bit more than that. 

So the book of Romans was written by a man who was formally known as Saul of Tarsus.  Saul of 
Tarsus was a Pharisee, one of the Jewish religious leaders.  He kept the law.  He taught the law.  And 

when Christianity began to come onto the 
scene he became a man who believed that it 
was not true, and the Bible says that he set 
out to actually persecute and kill Christians.3  
He was the original terrorist.  And as he did 
so, something radical happened.  He was on 
the road to Damascus, Syria, when Jesus 
Christ radically got a hold of his life, 
transformed him, and Jesus called him to be 
an apostle, a representative of Jesus Christ, to 
take the message of the Gospel, the good 
news of Jesus, and take it to all around the 
world to share to the Gentile people.  So he 
became an apostle, a representative of Jesus, 
to the Gentiles.  And he traveled all over 
sharing the story of Jesus and the good news 

that Jesus can save you and how his story was that Jesus transformed him when he was a sinner and 
rebelling against God, Jesus got a hold of his life and changed him forever and he couldn’t wait to tell 
everyone he came into contact with.   

As he talked with these people and they put their trust in Jesus, he helped them form into little groups or 
communities called churches.  A group of people in love with Jesus Christ, worshipping Jesus Christ and 
getting to know Him more.  And from time to time the Apostle Paul, which is what he then went by, his 
Roman name, the Apostle Paul would write letters to these churches.  And in those letters oftentimes 
things were going on in that church where they had a question about some area of doctrine or about God 
and he would write the answer to them.  Sometimes there was a problem or a concern or a division in 
that church and he would write them a letter talking to them about it.  This book of Romans that we in 
front of us is one of those examples.   

There was a church that had existed for some time, a group of people gathering in Rome, who as they 
gathered Paul wanted to write to them about some things that were going on there within their church.  
What had happened is after they had gotten together this was a group of people who were made up of 
Jews and Gentiles, and Acts chapter 18 tells us that there was an emperor that came on the scene by the 
name of Claudius, and Claudius kicked the Jews out of Rome.  So now you have these Jews and 
Gentiles who were believers in this gathering, in this community called a church, and part of them are 
removed and they have to leave Rome. 

Five years later they come back, they’re allowed back into Rome, and those who were Christians that 
were Jews come back, and they’ve been worshipping differently over here, they’ve been worshipping—
these Jewish people with their Jewish backgrounds and roots and what they knew—so they’re practicing 
the Sabbath, they’re practicing kosher diet, these kind of things.  They come back to the Gentile church 
that is meeting in Rome and they are practicing what they have learned and what they’ve been taught, 
their freedom in Christ and to live alive in Jesus and that you’re no longer bound these rules any longer, 
and they come and there is a clash in the church.  The Apostle Paul, when he writes throughout his 
                                                 
3  See Acts 8:1-3 and Acts chapter 9 

Source:  Screenshot from The Bible Project’s video on Romans 1‐4 at 
https://youtu.be/ej_6dVdJSIU
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writings, is extremely concerned about divisions in the 
church.  One of the things Satan loves to do is divide 
us, and divide us over all sorts of things.  After all, if 
you think about it, Jews and Gentiles coming together 
was a new thing.  It was a radical thing.   They come 
from radically different backgrounds.  And so Paul 
writes to them to try to bring about unity. 

Now, unity is a rather neutral word.  We think of it 
probably in a positive way, that unity is good, but 
we’ve seen unity where people are unified over 
something bad, where people are unified in their 
gossip, where people are unified in their hatred.  So 
what Paul will describe to the church is our unity needs to be around the Spirit of God moving in our 
lives because we are so ridiculously different in here.  You know that.  That something is going to be 
required to glue us together.   

You think about it for a moment.  If we wanted to divide over stuff right now, we could.  We could 
probably real quickly have a conversation about politics and boy, oh, boy, could that get hot and mean 
and nasty fast.  Do you agree?  We could have a conversation about how we think we should live life 
and do life.  We talk about all the different nationalities that come into this room, we all have different 
backgrounds.  You think about the amount of people that come from different church backgrounds, from 
different types of churches and different sizes of churches and different specific doctrinal persuasions in 
those churches.  And we come here in this church and we lay aside those minors.  We lay aside those 
because there is one, Jesus, who bonds us together.   

And what Paul wants to get across to this church that is struggling with division is that the Gospel, Jesus 
Christ, is the thing that brings us together.  It was the thing that put these communities together in the 
first place.  They get saved.  They find out Jesus will change your life.  Jesus will solve this weight and 
burden that you’ve carried around forever, that you can take that off and now you can be free and you 
don’t have to live by fear and worry any longer, and so now they’re united by that.  And he says that’s 
what’s going to have to keep you united, and if you’ll stay united and you’ll keep the main thing—Jesus 
the main thing—all these other things will be pushed to the side and it will take the Spirit of God.  First 
Corinthians tells us that it’s the Spirit of God that unity happens here.4  When the Spirit of God is 
moving in our lives and we keep our eyes on Jesus we can keep all these secondary things at bay.   

Now, I’ll tell you, church, in our church right here it’s amazing how 
often these little, nit-picky, secondary things come up.  They feel 
huge and they feel really important and they always set out to 
threaten unity together.  The unity of the Spirit around the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the main thing that we’re about. 

You’ll remember in John it says they’ll know we are Christians by 
our love for one another.5  And when we get to be like this [bumps 
his fists together] that love goes away.  Paul wanted this unity 
because he saw an opportunity that if he were to just jump across the 
water we could be in Spain and he could take the Gospel to the 
country of Spain and make a difference there and build up more 
                                                 
4  See 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 1 Corinthians chapter 3 
5 [Jesus speaking]  ”By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” ~ JOHN 13:35; also see 

1 John 4:7-21 

Source:  From The Bible Project’s video

Source: From The Bible Project’s video
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churches and more communities for Jesus Christ there.  And he knew  that that was not going to happen 
as long as this church in Rome was at odds with each other. 

You think about it even in this room today.  One of the reasons why unity is so important and why we 
fight for it so hard and why we’re constantly holding that so dear to our hearts is because if our 
communities around here are going to see that we are Christ followers, they’ll see it through our love for 
each other and how we respond when things get tough.   

If we’re somehow, I mentioned to Pastor Mike there a few moments ago, about going into this village 
called Ngalagne [pronounced Gah-line] to reach a village that’s never been reached with Jesus, to build 
a church there that we’re already starting to build I think [he looks at Pastor Mike in the audience to 
confirm] – we’re building it.  It’s so exciting.  I mean, this church is building that.  The enemy would 
love to do something to sort of blow us apart, to separate us, so that we’re focused in on something else.  
And I’ll tell you what, when we’re focused in on Jesus, it doesn’t matter what happens.  I mean, the roof 
can fall down some day—and it brought us together.  Right?  It draws us together, it unifies us because it 
isn’t about a roof.  It wasn’t about meeting in this room.  It wasn’t about comfy chairs.  It was about we 
were getting together centered around the person and work of Jesus Christ alone.   

So let me get right into the book of Romans with you.  If you have it open, let’s look at chapter 1, 
verse 1, and it starts out with these words: 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle,  

~ ROMANS 1:1a 

Now you’ll remember I mentioned a few moments ago this word “apostle” means to be a representative 
of Jesus Christ, and Jesus had called him to represent Himself before the Gentile people, to take the 
Gospel to the Gentiles.  The Scriptures tell us that an apostle is a very closely divined thing.  What do 
you have to do to become an apostle?  In the New Testament of our Bible in 1 Corinthians chapter 9, 
verse 1,6 it tells us to be an apostle you had to see the resurrected Jesus.  That tells me there aren’t 
apostles in this room today.  We didn’t see the resurrected Jesus.  So any time someone introduces 
themselves to me and says they’re an apostle I just look at them like, “What?  I don’t get where you’re 
coming at from that.”   

Two, they had to be chosen by the Holy Spirit of God, Acts chapter 9, verse 15.7  Even before, you 
know, everyone’s like freaked out about Paul.  This guy had been a terrorist and all of a sudden he’s had 
this experience with Jesus Christ.  God had to make it very clear to those around Saul that this man Paul, 
a Roman name, was called by the Spirit of God, and so it was the Spirit of God that would call them.  
And then finally, Acts 2:438 says that these apostles performed signs and wonders that became the 
foundation for the church where people said, “Whoa!  This is the real deal.  What these guys are telling 
us is truth.”   

And so Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, set apart for the Gospel of God.  As I said here a moment ago, 
Paul, as he writes this book of Romans, he sets forth his greatest dissertation or defense of the Gospel:   
What is the good news of Jesus Christ?  What was it that so transformed his life?  And he gives a really 
detailed understanding of it and that’s why I’m gonna tell you that what we’re going to say today is 
incredibly foundational for our understanding of the good news of Jesus which then transforms into our 
story that we tell people.  If we don’t understand this, our story is just our story.  There are a lot of 
stories out there; they’re just stories.  We want to have a story of transformation with the God of the 
                                                 
6  Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 9:1a (correction – verse 1, not verse 11) 
7 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of 

Israel.”  ~ ACTS 9:15 
8  And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.  ~ ACTS 2:43 
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universe.  And that’s what Paul sets out to try to explain this story so we understand exactly how it 
works.  We’re going to get, men, [gestures raising a vehicle hood] we’re going to get under the hood a 
little bit here and see how this engine’s working and what is taking place. 

As we keep on looking down, there’s one thing that I want to just speak out to you.  If you look to 
verse 7, he says: 

7 To all those in Rome  

— so remember, I told you he’s writing this letter to the people in Rome — 

who are loved by God  

— I want you to hear that.  Here’s what we know, and those who write about this will tell us that Rome 
was way, way, way darker in that society than even we are here today; that the pagan influence in Rome 
was way worse than anything we experience today.  I know that’s hard to believe.  I find that hard to 
believe.  I mean, you just have to sit there and turn on your TV and just go down through the channels 
and you see the stuff on witchcraft and sorcery and sexual deviation and this kind of stuff, it’s just a 
mess.  Evidently in Rome things were way worse.  So for to be a Christian in the midst of that darkness 
you had to stand up, you had to be bold, and when you stood up it meant massive persecution.  And Paul 
wants to shout out when he’s writing this letter:  YOU ARE LOVED BY GOD – A LOT!  And I want 
you to hear that this morning because I believe that as we read this letter God wants us to hear this day.  
We understand how it was presented to those first readers, he’s writing this to you, he wants you to 
know that you are loved by God.  And then it says: 

and called to be saints: 

~ ROMANS 1:7 

That’s a crazy thought that God would call us saints.  I’m going to explain to you in the course of our 
time here today that you are called by God to be saints.  There’s no committee getting together to vote 
on that, God gets to decide that and He calls those of you who are followers of Jesus Christ a saint, and 
it’s an incredibly important part of our conversation today. 

Here’s what I want you to know:  As he gives us the Gospel of Jesus Christ, one of the things that he 
wants to pound home to us in these first four chapters is the righteousness of God.  The righteousness of 
God says this:  God is always right, everything God does is right, and it is just.   

We get told by society and media and the web and our friends what right and wrong is in our time.  So 
then we take that sensibility and we put it up against God and we go, “God, I don’t understand why I am 
sick,” “I don’t understand why my friend died,” “I don’t understand why there are wars,” “I don’t 
understand why You don’t stop this.”  And we ask all of these questions of God.  And what these first 
four chapters are going to try to nail down is the righteousness of God; that God is always right, He is 
always just, what He does by definition is right.  We don’t get the privilege to second-guess that.  If He 
did it, it is right.  AND, second of all, that He keeps His promises.  That when He said He will do 
something, He will do it.  You can take that to the bank and you can be sure of it.  When He says “I love 
you” that’s a promise to you.  You can know that.  He loves you unconditionally.  You can be sure of 
that. 

So as we talk about the righteousness of God, here’s what gets dicey—it’s the hard part about teaching 
Romans—it’s like jumping into the deep end.  You go home tonight and read these first four chapters. 
By the time you get half-way through chapter 1 you’re going to see that we’re going to be diving into 
the deep end on some of the most fraught subjects in OUR pagan society today that puts our belief 
system at odds with the world that is around us that will immediately have those around us calling us 
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names and pointing fingers at us.  There’s a temptation to back off from teaching these things UNLESS 
we believe in the righteousness of God; that God is always right, that He is always just, and that He is a 
God who keeps His promises.  If I believe that, which has to be foundational, you have to make a 
decision whether you believe that—then I want to line my life up with that even if someone’s mocking 
me, making fun of me, calling me names, listing me on backs of newspapers—I say God is always right 
even if they don’t like what He says.  And I say He’s always right even if it doesn’t make sense to me.  

So as he describes the Gospel 
and explains the Gospel, one of 
the things we’re going to come 
to place of is saying I 
understand God is right. 

Now, I need to move along 
quickly.  In the second half of 
chapter 1 of Romans he’s going 
to talk about what you and I 
might call the heathen.  That 
person that has, basically, they 
just say, “No, God, I don’t 
believe You exist,” or, “If You 
do exist, I don’t want to follow 

You in any way and I’m going to live my life however I want and whatever way that exemplifies itself.”  
He begins to talk about the heathen and in the middle of that section, if you look down to verse 21 in 
chapter 1, he says: 

21 For although they knew God, they did 
not honor him as God or give thanks to 
him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, 

— and here’s the word I want you to capture — 

and their foolish hearts were darkened.  

— and you’ll often hear, “Well, their heart was 
right.”  No, it wasn’t.  Because of how they 
responded to God, their whole heart was broken.  
Their whole heart was tied up, chained up, in sin 
and the resulting factor comes next in this passage, 
verse 22 — 

22 Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. 

~ ROMANS 1:21-23 

Here’s what he says:  Once this heart was darkened, it led to idolatry.  And idolatry is this:  Finding 
ultimate significance in created things which leads to giving your ultimate allegiance to created things, 
which leads to a distorted humanity, which leads to a direction that was never how we were meant to 
live.  So it starts with a heart that is wicked and turns against God and is darkened, and it leads to this 

Source:  From The Bible Project’s video

Although they know God, they 
do not honor Him as God or 
give thanks to Him...

... as a result they become futile 
in their thinking

... their foolish hearts are 
darkened

... claiming to be wise, they 
become fools

... and they choose idolatry, 
giving allegiance to created 
things – ignoring the Creator
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idolatry where we put our attention and ultimate things onto things.  So, as he’s writing this the readers 
are reading it and he’s coming out with the bottom line as:  These people are guilty before God.  And 
they’re like, “Of course, this is your heathen.  They’re rejected God.  They’ve gone way off the 
reservation.  They’re guilty before God.” 

Well, the next chapter, in chapter 2, if you just turn there and 
you start down through verse 11, he starts talking to the moral 
person.  This is the person that a lot of you deal with, you come 
into contact with every day.  This is the person that tries to live 
their life pretty good.  They would say to you in response, 
“Well, you know, I’m not too bad.  I haven’t ever done this.  I 
haven’t ever murdered anyone.  I haven’t killed anyone.  I 
haven’t—.”  And God says wait a minute, these people, too, 
their hearts, they’ve got it wrong.  And their hearts, also, are 
wrong and they, too, have put their hearts towards, their 
allegiance towards things that were not God.  And He says 
they’re guilty.   

So the people reading this, the Jewish Christians, they’re 
looking at it going, “Yay!  Because we’re good.  We’re a group 
of people who have followed the law.  We had the Torah.  We 
had the law of Moses.  We have kept the Sabbath (or we tried 
to).  We have eaten kosher.  We’ve been circumcised.”  And so 
they’re like, “Look at us!”  And God says not so fast.  Because 
what God gave the law for was so that the people could see you 
can live your life like this, but you can never be good enough to 
get to God.  Every other religion in the world it’s all about 
attaining, attaining, attaining, attaining more.  And there comes 
a point where you will have a conversation with them where 

they will be fed up where they’re going, “We can’t do it anymore.  We’ve tried and tried and we’ve 
failed.”  That’s the sinful nature of mankind.  These people were quite proud.  They thought because 
they had the Torah, they thought because had the law that they would be seen righteous before God.  
And God say no, that is not the case.  You, too, have sinned.  You, too, are guilty before God.   

In fact, what he tries to bring us to as he walks us through this prosecution and this argument he says 
here’s what you need to know:  The heathen is guilty before God, the moral person is guilty before God, 
even the Jewish person is guilty before God—ALL of humanity is guilty before God.  We sit down and 
we go, “Wow.  That’s bad news.”   And this is why what Paul writes is this full explanation of the good 
news.  He has to give you the bad news first, and then what he’s going to take us to next is the good 
news.  

Chapter 3.  You’ll remember last week we gave the verse in chapter 3 as we were trying to explain to 
you the Gospel, the Romans road, in real simple fashion.  In chapter 3, verse 10, it says: 

10 as it is written:   
“None is righteous, no, not one; 
11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 
12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
    no one does good, not even one.” 

~ ROMANS 3:10-11 

Source:  From The Bible Project’s video

Source:  From The Bible Project’s video 
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None that understand, none that seeks God—this whole idea of people seeking God—there are none that 
do that.  All have turned away, all have sinned.  But in chapter 3 he begins to explain to us that God has 
responded to us through Jesus who loves us and who gave Himself to us.  And what he’s going to begin 
to teach us here is that this group of people, the heathen and the moral person and the Jewish person who 
followed the laws, that we’re all accountable before God, that we’re all sinners, and that God wants to 
change that.  So He sends His dear Son, Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the One that Israel had been waiting 
for since they fell in the Garden originally, waiting and waiting and waiting for the One who would take 
care of evil in the world.  He sends Jesus, Messiah, to come and live a perfect life and to go to the cross 
to take on Himself the sins of the world.  We call this moment, something that’s very important, I like 
this phrase:  “the great exchange.”  So in you can picture Jesus on the cross and us coming to the cross, 
in that moment we place our sins on Jesus and say, “I believe You came to take my sins on yourself.”  
We place our sins on Jesus—and here’s the great exchange—He places His righteousness on us. 

I mentioned a few moments ago about the 
righteousness of God.  He’s always right.  He’s 
always just, and He keep His promises.  One of His 
promises was to send a Messiah, which He does in 
Jesus.  Now in Jesus we get to have the 
righteousness of God placed on us, and that is an 
imputed righteousness.  It is a legal transaction that 
takes place where my sin is exchanged for His 
righteousness.  In that moment, I am forgiven, you 
are forgiven, so now I become righteous.  I become 
a forgiven person.  So I move from that person 
that’s all guilty to the person that says, “I can do 
nothing about that, but I come to Jesus, He gives 
me His righteousness, I become forgiven, I take on 
a new nature, I’m a child of God, which puts me 
into a new family, and it changes my trajectory.  It 
makes me a changed life, a changed person.  Now I 
have the Spirit of God in my life.  It’s changing the 
way I think and the way I respond to things.”  
That’s me in this great exchange, getting the 
righteousness of Jesus on me.   

Back in chapter 1 where it said hey, you’re loved and you’re saints, that’s how He can call you a saint.  
He calls you a saint because when you made that transaction you become righteous, and you’re not 

righteous on your own 
righteousness, your works 
never saved you, they were 
never meant to save you.  
They were meant to show 
you how much you needed a 
Savior.  When that 
righteousness was placed on 
you, it was the righteousness 
of Jesus.  And when God 
looks at you, He puts that on 
your account.  We call that 

Source:  From The Bible Project’s video

By faith – I come to Jesus at 
the cross and admit my guilt...

and say, "I believe You came to 
take my sins upon yourself."

I place my sins on Jesus...

He forgives me and places His 
righteousness on me...

this is the Great Exchange -
Jesus takes on my sins, and 
places His righteousness on me.

THE GREAT EXCHANGE 
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justification.  It’s a new status, it’s a new family, it’s a new future.  Justification is a legal declaration by 
God about you.  It declares a sinner righteous based on your faith that you can come to that cross and 
make that great exchange, and it’s based solely on faith in Jesus Christ alone where God puts Jesus’ 
righteousness on our account.  Let me say this statement:  Jesus became what we are so we could 
become what He is. 

Chapter 4 and I’ll wrap up.  Oh, my, I’m over time.  Chapter 4 very simply is this:  He goes back and he 
says I want to talk to you about something, I want to talk to you about a guy named Abraham.  He 
became justified, God called him righteous, gave him the righteousness of God, before the law ever 
came into being.  How could that be?  Before we even knew what the law was, this guy Abraham gets 
given and called and declared righteous.   

Now you’ll remember, 
God comes to Abraham 
and says Abraham, I want 
to make you a great 
nation.9  I want to – 
through you – bring about 
the Messiah, the Savior of 
all mankind, and so I’m 
going to give you this great 
family and they’re going to 
fill up this whole world.  
The problem with that is 
that he was old and 
couldn’t have children.  And what we learn is that he believes God, and God declares him as righteous.  
Again, not because of the works of the law, it was never because of the law, and it was never the law 
that was getting us to God.  In fact, the law was to show that we can’t get there on our own.  What got us 
to God, what made us righteous is that we believed God by faith.   

Today as we wrap up this service—this is foundational for your walk with Jesus Christ—have you been 
considered righteous?  Have you received the righteousness of Jesus Christ on your life?  That’s an 
amazing story if that’s been the case.  I was lost, I was condemned, and then I realized if I came to the 
cross God would see me as righteous.  And I believed in Jesus, His shed blood, and God declared me as 
righteous.  I exchanged my sin for His righteousness—what a game changer. 

Some of you have made that decision in the past to trust Jesus and you forgot that He loved you.  You 
forgot about that God is righteous and so you’ve been blaming Him and pointing at Him and today 
you’re reminded, no, God is good, God is right, God is just, God keeps His promises.  And you’re 
reminded today – okay, it’s going to be okay.  Put my arms around Him and here we go.  And there are 
some of you here today you’ve heard about Jesus, you’ve heard about salvation, but you’ve never quite 
made that step across the line.  Some of you have been in here, like Rob said been here for 15 years and 
then one day something clicked and it’s game time.   

 

 

                                                 
9 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you.  And I 

will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord 
had told him,  ~ GENESIS 12:1-4a 

Source:  From The Bible Project’s video 
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Church, I want to just encourage you right now, this life is short.  I want to call you to action today 
because there are some in this room today that are only in here by the grace of God that He brought you 
into this place.  There are some of you in this room today that next Sunday you will not be here.  There 
are some of you in this room that will never be back in this room again.  God by His grace and His 
mercy has called you to this moment.  We don’t know what the next hour, what the next day, what the 
next month, the next year will bring—and God says now is the time of salvation.10  God's Spirit is 
moving in your life, God's Spirit is saying this is right.  Everything inside of you is saying make this 
decision today; the decision to follow Christ, to step from death to life, to exchange your sin for His 
righteousness.  Would you do it right now?   

It’s simple, it’s just, “Jesus, come into my life.  I believe in You.  I believe that my sin – You covered it 
with your blood.  I want that righteousness in my life.  I want God, I want You to see me as righteous.  I 
want to have a right relationship with You.  I’ve been trying but I can’t get there.  But I understand I can 
get there through Jesus right now.”  Just pray that, just say to Him, call out upon His name.   

The Scripture says that person will not be disappointed11 and that person will be saved.  You come in 
here today and you just haven’t been believing in His promises for a while and you’ve been letting the 
noise around you tell you everything’s bad and that you’re ruined and it’s over and nothing good is ever 
going to come.  Would you today just believe in His righteousness?  That God is good, that God is right, 
that God is just all the time.  So I’m going to give you an opportunity to respond right now.  I ask the 
worship team to come on up here.  I’m going to pray and I’m going to ask you to stand up and I’m going 
to give you the opportunity to just stand out.  I think sometimes we need to take that step and we’ve got 
to physically step out.  I want to give you an opportunity today to be prayed for.  Man, I tell you what, 
you haven’t been feeling the promises of God coming true recently, but today you go, “Yeah, they are 
real.  They are true.  I believe in the righteousness of God and I’m going to come up here and I’m just 
gonna call out to God, God, I give it over to You.  I want You in my life.”   

Those of you who have never been saved, I want you to come up here and put your trust in Jesus.  And 
I’m going to ask right now, if you just stand up right now where you’re at all over this room, if our 
elders, our deacons, our prayer team, our pastors, anyone who just wants to pray with someone else, just 
come on up here and get on your knees right now.   

If you are here today and you just want to say, “God, I need to rededicate my life to You.  I want to step 
across that line.  I want to get movement in my life.  I want to put my trust in You”—whatever your 
thing is, would you come up here right now?  We’re just going to reach out to you, we’re going to put 
our hand on your shoulder and we’re going to pray for you.  We want this to be a time of response to 
Jesus Christ, so just come to the altar right now, come respond to Him, let Him move in your life right 
now.  Don’t hold back, it may be the only opportunity you get. 

                                                 
10 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;”  ~ ISAIAH 55:6 
11  “Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who hope in me will not be disappointed.”  ~ ISAIAH 49:23b (NIV) 



The Bible Project – Week 2 | 01.20.2019 
 

 

 

 – 11 – 

[Music] 

While these people up here are praying, I just want to invite you, I mean, just coming up here doesn’t 
make anything different except to say this:  One of the things I’ve been praying for, church, I just feel 
like as a church a lot of us are sort of stuck.  We haven’t grown in a few years.  We haven’t come closer 
to the Lord.  I just, I don’t know, we seem to hide behind this excuse that it’s Pennsylvania and it’s cold 
here and we’re a little colder and we’re not as friendly and we’re not as warm and we’re not as 
responsive.  And I just think some if it’s just – we are so stuck in our own idolatry and we’re afraid we’ll 
have to give up certain things.  We’ve been not following in obedience in an area in our life for so long 
and we know that to get obedient in that area would mean some radical change and we just don’t want to 
do that.   

Church, I just want to beg us, I just, like I say, I feel there’s not a lot of movement.  And I’m thankful 
for the movement I see in here today, but I just want you to hear my heart and I just want to see God's 
Spirit move across this place.  And I think there comes a place, “God, would You move in my life,” and 
I just want to invite you to do that right now.  Husbands, you might want to just grab your wife’s hand 
right now and say, “Okay, it’s time.  I’m going to lead my family.  I’m going to start being the man of 
God in this family.”  Man, that takes humility.  [INAUDIBLE 0:04:48.5]  Some of you know that it’s a hard 
conversation you have to make.   

Some of you have just been – God’s been telling you what to do for so long and you have a million 
excuses why not to do it, but today’s the day you want to step across that line.  Once again, getting you 
to come up front doesn’t change except that I believe there’s a given point in which we go, “I’m 
stepping across the line.  Stepping out – today’s the day.  I’ll never be the same again.” 

So I want you, church, right now if you would, just to, whether you step out or whether you kneel where 
you’re at or whether you lift up your hands to pray but just say, “God, break my heart, forgive me of my 
sins, cleanse me, use me, I’m in, I’m ready to go, whatever You want.  Lord God, use me as your vessel.  
Change me.  I want your Gospel to be the motivating factor in my life.”  It’s been my job.  It’s been that 
relationship.  It’s been that money.  It’s been that elusive goal that I’ve been chasing and, Jesus, I need it 
to be You.  Would you give it Him right now?  

Lord God, 

I want to pray for this church.  A church that You love.  A group of people that came out on a 
wet, cold, nasty morning because You had this moment scheduled for all time in eternity for us to 
say “Yes” to You.  Lord God, would You move in our hearts right now, and whatever You’re 
doing in our hearts right now I pray it won’t stop when the music stops. 

Let’s sing a song one more time and let you respond as you feel led. 

[Music] 

Lord Jesus, 

I commit these who submit to You into your loving hands, to the risen Savior who offers us life, 
life here on this earth and life eternal, and I pray that as they leave here today they will leave 
here no longer being controlled by darkness and death, but they will leave here controlled by the 
light of Jesus in their lives.  And that light would be shed and spread all over this country and all 
over this world today as many of these, my brothers and sisters of this room, will be sending out 
of here today to go other places.  May the light of Jesus go with them.  We love You, Jesus.  Do a 
work in our hearts and may it not stop here when those doors open.   

In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 



The Bible Project – Week 2 | 01.20.2019 
 

 

 

 – 12 – 

Hey, listen, I want to thank you for being here.  One of the things that’s so important to us as a church is 
that you are ministers, all of you are ministers.  You don’t need a special title, God has called you 
ministers.  So church begins now as you get to minister to each other, find someone and take them to 
lunch, the deep freeze doesn’t happen for three more hours.  That’s when the game starts, everything’s 
good the next three hours, take them to lunch, sit out here in the Café, encourage each other. 

God bless you.  Thanks so much for being with us today.  May God move in your life. 

 

Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/312739870  

YouTube:  Not available at time of transcription 
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