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So for those of you who don't know, my name is Pastor John Lawley.  I'm the Next Generation Pastor 
here and my area focuses on the children and student departments, but I also get the privilege every once 
in a while to teach the Word of God to you.  And so if you have your Bibles, I'm gonna ask you to open 
your Bibles to Romans chapter 5 as we kind of fix the mike situation here.  Romans chapter 5 is where 
we're gonna pick up.  

If you are new with us, I just want to say good morning and welcome.  If you have been here before but 
you don't have a Bible, we just love to extend the invitation – if you don't have the Word of God, in the 
back of the auditorium we have Bibles kind of stacked up.  We do that because we want to give you the 
Word of God, it transforms your life as you allow it to just penetrate your heart and your soul.  And so if 
you want, that's our gift to you.  Go grab that.   

Also, I want to say good morning to our live stream, God has blessed us with a large live stream 
audience that some were sick, some can't make it, some are out of town, and so they join us every 
Sunday morning, so I want to thank them for joining us and welcome them as well. 

So how many of you love the book of Romans?  Can I get a little Romans [he surveys the audience] – 
okay.  All right.  So it's funny, as we're doing this series on Romans and kind of summarizing the book 
of Romans a lot of you are like, “Oh, I love Paul.”  “I love Romans.”  “I love, really, Romans 8.”  You 
know, and some of you are kind of taking out chapters that you love.  But what we're going to do this 

morning is we're gonna kind of fly through 
the second half of the book of Romans 
because we are going to dive deeper into 
the book of Romans, really for most of the 
year.  But what I want to do is I want to 
kind of fly through some of the second half 
of the book as Pastor Lee shared the first 
half of the book, and then I want to dive 
into some key points in the second half of 
the book in which we can really kind of pull 
out some of the key things that Paul is 
challenging the church and may we be 
challenged this morning as well.  Sounds 
good?  All right.  Awesome. 

So if you have your book to Romans chapter 5, we're going to start there but I want to summarize a little 
bit about what Pastor Lee did last week in summarizing the first four books.  So Paul is kind of talking 
to the church of Rome and there's this conflict, and there's a conflict between the Jewish believers and 
the Gentiles, the newly found Gentile believers, and there's conflict.  There's tension in the church and 
there's division in the church, and so that is kind of the template in which Paul is writing this book after. 
And he talks a lot about this kind of reality of where we were pre-Jesus and how the law is relating to 
the church in the past as well as in the future.   

And so just to highlight a few things Paul talks about in the early chapters, the idea of humanity being 
trapped in sin; that you and I and the church at that time are sinful by nature, and so he talks about this 
idea that no matter what we do we need a rescuer.  And he goes on and he highlights the idea that the 
law, the Torah, really cannot rescue the church, it only kind of reveals the depravity of the church.  And 
so he talks a little bit about the fact that, really, Jesus is the rescuer; that the law shows that we need 
Jesus.  And so he harps on the idea that Jesus has now stepped into the place and now it's based on faith, 
that we have this multicultural, multi-ethnic body of believers because they are all unified on the faith of 
Jesus Christ.  And so this is what Paul is arguing based on division of backgrounds in the church. 

Source: All screenshots are from The Bible Project’s video on YouTube,
Read Scripture: Romans Ch. 5‐16 at https://youtu.be/0SVTl4Xa5fY 
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And so as we dive in if you want to follow me, I'm going to kind of highlight three remaining 
movements of the church and I'm going to also—uhm, sorry, I'm having some mike trouble here, do you 
want me to just grab a mike?  Okay—so what I'm also going to do is I'm going to kind of harp into some 
three kind of convicting points that Paul is making.  And I just want to say as I start, I say this to 
students all the time, I teach a lot of high schoolers, I say my goal when I teach is actually to convict 
you.  It's to make you leave here feeling like you need to pursue Jesus more, to kind of stir your 
affections for Him, so that's kind of the goal that I'm gonna have as Paul is doing the same thing to the 
church.  And so the first point is this:  If you turn to Romans chapter 5, verses 8-10, here's what it says:  

8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved 
by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 
life.  

~ ROMANS 5:8-10 

And so what Paul is gonna do here in chapters 5-8 is he’s gonna talk about how Jesus creates a new 
humanity, and he's gonna do that by kind of looking at Adam and saying okay, we are all under Adam.  
And what he says there is Adam is by nature sinful and broken, and that Adam, just like us, we are born 
slaves to sin and hopeless in that slavery.  And so Paul is going to first talk about Adam and say, hey, 
listen, you know this kind of lie that the world tries to push on us that we are naturally good and that it's 
society and culture and background that kind of makes us bad?  Paul right here is saying no, no, no, we 
are born into the sinful nature of Adam.  And, in fact, there's nothing we can do, no actions we can take 
that's gonna get our hearts to gravitate towards righteousness alone.   

And so then he's gonna bring up Jesus and he's gonna talk about Jesus' nature and he’s gonna say okay, 
Jesus lived a life of faithfulness and obedience and sacrificial love.  And so now as believers, if we put 
our faith in Jesus we enter into a new humanity in which we are transformed from the old self of the 
sinful nature of Adam into the new self which is the righteous nature of Jesus.  How?  Because the Spirit 
of God comes into our lives, transforms our desires, that if not being transformed are less sinful, and 
now we are to pursue the things of God 
willingly because we have shared the 
heart of Jesus.  And so he's talking about 
these two natures and he's saying okay, 
one of the symbols in the church is 
baptism.  In chapter 6 he says baptism is 
this symbol of kind of being put into the 
water, this death to Adam, and alive to 
Jesus.  That's why we always say it's 
kind of death to the past, to the past 
nature, the past sinfulness, and alive to 
Jesus.   

And so in chapter 7 Paul then goes in to talk about the point of the law.  So the church then says listen, if 
we are saved by Jesus and by His grace, why would God give us the law then?  What's the role of the 
law if we're just saved by grace?  And so Paul in chapter 7 is going to kind of talk a little bit about the 
law and he's going to say 1) that the law shows the will of God.  He says the law really shows the 
standard in which God wants you to live, and so the law is a beautiful picture of God's standard—here's 
how we are to live, here's how we are to kind of walk with the Lord.  But really, he also goes into Israel 
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and he says this; he says if you look 
at Israel and you look at the past, 
what actually happened is the more 
law that Israel was given, the more 
they broke.  So Paul is saying, 
listen, the law actually didn't fix 
sin, it just revealed it.  And so the 
more, if you read the Old 
Testament, the more that Israel 
knew of God the more they 
rebelled against Him.  

I always share this story with kids 
who say, “Hey, I need to see God 
to believe Him.”  I said, “Do you 
know that the Israelites had the see 
part and they walked through dry 
land and then they rebelled against God a few days later?  So the problem is not your sight, it's your 
heart.”  And so Paul is going to talk about the idea that the law actually revealed the depravity, it didn't 
fix it.  It just showed that no matter what you did in your life, you can't – look at me – you can't be good 
enough.  That if the standard of good in your life is your own standard, you fail under the standard of 
God, and that when you try to become good enough you actually realize you can't.  And that's where 
most people are trapped outside of the Gospel of grace.   

And so in this application what happens here is the world says this, the world says:  Okay, we don't want 
to repent and confess our need for a Savior, so when things don't go well we're going to write a bunch of 
self-help books and we're gonna say, “Hey, listen, you know the problem with your life?  Yeah, we 
know that that you messed up and that you did all these things wrong, but you know what the thing that 
will fix you is?  You.”  Think how silly that is.  Yeah, you know how you look in the mirror and you 
hate yourself and you're really bad and you're horrible towards yourself, and you know how to fix you?  
It's just be more of you.  And so we have these self-help books that talk about hey, if you just work out 
more, or hey, if you just eat something better, or hey, if you walk a couple miles a day more then you're 
just gonna have this perfect life, this perfect heart, you're gonna always be happy—you just need more 
you and a different strategy.  And it's a trap, it's a trap of the enemy to think what you need is you, when 
the Bible says listen, you are sinful by nature.  So look, so when you change something in your life and 
you say, “Okay, this is wrong.  I need to change this,” and you do something different, you're gonna 
carry your depravity with you, you're gonna carry your sinful nature with you.  This relationship doesn't 
work so I'm going to get a new one thinking that all of the sinful nature is not going to be in that one?  

And so we take one thing that's sinful and we think that we can somehow separate and Paul is saying no, 
no, you are sinful by nature.  The only hope of mankind is a transformed heart.  That's why Christians 
– look at me, church – we are to push against self-help and we are to encourage “self-death”—die, 
listen, die to self.  Take your thoughts captive because they're probably sinful and surrender those things 
to Jesus and say, “Father, I need You to move in my life; change that which I cannot change.”   

Listen, when I was young, I didn't get this.  I grew up in the church and I thought the church's goal was 
to create perfect people.  And no one ever said that, but many of you probably experienced the same 
thing.  You leave church in college thinking Why should I pretend to be perfect and be a hypocrite?  I 
might as well just not be perfect and not be a hypocrite, that's better than pretending to be perfect, but 
also doing the same things everyone else does.  Are you following me?  And so you look at church and 
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you're like, “Yeah, I'm not interested in being a hypocrite, so I'm not interested in church” – because the 
understanding was you need to be this perfect person to qualify.  And then I started actually reading the 
Scripture and when I saw death and I said, “Okay, there has to be more than this because if God is real 
He would know me.  Like, if God is real He knows the person that I hide from people.  If He's real, 
really, He’d know that person.  And then I began to read and I’m like, “Oh, He does.”  Because this 
[Bible] doesn't say I'm put together and I'm right, it says that I'm broken and I'm lost—and I was.  And it 
says that God loves me in that brokenness and that He actually gives me a Helper to transform the 
brokenness, and to make me desire things that He desires.   

And then as I placed my faith and trust in Him all of a sudden I changed the things I desired, that I was 
slaved to.  Listen, I’ve tried to have victory over, but man, it was only through the Spirit of God that I 
had victory over it because the problem was my heart.  This is what Paul is saying here in the first of 
chapters 5-8.  He's focusing in on the heart and he says listen, the solution is Jesus and the Spirit.  He 
says this in chapter 8.  And so Romans 8:11 Paul has a very famous line where he says listen, “There is 
[therefore] no 
condemnation for 
those who are in 
Christ Jesus.”  Why is 
Paul saying that?  It’s 
because the church 
was marked by 
condemnation.  Like 
the church was 
marked by guilt and 
shame, not hope and 
love.  The church was 
marked in walking in 
feeling unqualified to 
be there, feeling 
awkward in the Body 
of Christ because of 
what they just did that 
past week.  And they 
have to kind of, they 
feel awkward and they 
have to hide, and don't 
feel like they're really fitting in.  And Paul is saying listen, there's no condemnation in Christ Jesus 
because we are all under the same grace.  And when you hide your need for grace there's no victory in 
hiding.   

You know what I found in my life is the best thing that happens to me is when I confess my sins out 
loud.  It is the hardest thing to do, but the freedom—anybody?—the freedom that comes from just 
bringing it out and saying, “God, You're bigger than that.  I don't know what's gonna happen, but You're 
bigger so I'm gonna let it out so that I'm free to walk in your grace, walk in your love.  I'm tired of 
holding on to stuff that I don't need to hold on to.   

                                                 
1 Correction:  Romans 1:8 cited in video, it should be Romans 8:1:  “There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.”   
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And so then he goes into 
chapters 9-11 and he answers 
this question about – Israel is 
like saying, “Hey, listen, dude, 
did Jesus give up, like, did God 
give up on us?”  And so the 
church at the time is hearing 
about this grace and they're 
saying, “But what about the 
promises God gave to 
Abraham?”  So the church is 
saying, “So what about the 
Jewish people who aren't 
acknowledging Jesus.  Did God 
give up on them?”  And so Paul 
is answering this question.  He's 
answering the question of okay, is God faith—this was a big question—is God faithful to His promises?  
And so he says in chapters 9-11 that God fulfills the promises of Israel through Jesus.  I'm gonna break 
this down a little bit.  

So Paul is really, he starts out by kind of grieving and he says, “Listen, I look at the past of Israel and I 
see that God has always been faithful though we haven't.”  And so he looks at that the times in Old 
Testament, I mean, if any of you read the Old Testament, like the other day I'm studying through the 
wilderness and I'm, like, stop with worshipping false gods!  I'm like, you're literally having food rain 
from the sky and you're worshipping false gods.  Like, come on!  And so he's looking at the past and 
he's saying men are forgetful, but God is so faithful in His promises.   

But then he talks about the line of Abraham and he says in the line of Abraham oftentimes God would 
create a subset in that line to carry out His promises.  And so he looks at the line of Abraham and says 
see how He doesn't take the entirety of that line, He takes the faithful and He pulls that promise into that 
line.  And so then he brings up Jesus and he says Jesus is that subset that is in the line of Abraham that 
now Jesus is that promise.  He extends that promise.   

And so then he talks about the idea that Israel, in both from chapter 10 in the present and then he goes 
into chapter 11 in the future, and he just says a couple things.  He says that really the problem with Israel 
in the present—and so he's 
not really just fixating on 
Israel, he's really talking 
about everyone, so I'm 
gonna bring this to 
everyone—he says the 
problem with people is that 
you still believe that it's a 
performance-based 
relationship.  That when I 
have conversations to people and they say, “Yeah, there's all these religions and who am I to say that 
one religion is better than the other, and they have these certain beliefs and they’re moral beliefs and 
they're good beliefs, and so I don't feel comfortable talking about Jesus as the only way when there's a 
bunch of good moral systems.”  What you're saying is that there's a bunch of systems that try to earn 
favor with God by being good and your system is the same thing, and so why say that your way of 
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earning favor with God is better 
than my way of earning favor with 
God?  And listen, I agree with that 
IF that was the Gospel.  If it was, 
“Hey, my religion says you do this 
and your religion says you do this, 
I agree with you.”  But the fact is if 
you think that, you don't 
understand the Gospel.   

The Gospel says all religion—the 
problem is you think you can earn 
it.  The Gospel says I gave it to you 
by sacrificing.  God's character looks at this problem—okay, all these people are trying to earn favor but 
they are sinful by nature—and God says I'm gonna come down and make a way to Me.  The Gospel is a 
gift because God says you can't earn favor with Me, so I am gonna do it for you.  This is the power of 
the Gospel.  It is received, not earned.  And so he is looking at the people of God and he says listen, it 
doesn't matter if you’re – the problem is the heart.  You still think you can earn favor with God.  You 
don't recognize that the covenant community, the reason that we're here, is because of faith.  The reason 
that I have something common with you is because I love Jesus.  All the other stuff is just extra, but you 
know why I will come alongside of you is because you love Jesus and I love Jesus which means we're 
on the same mission, we’ve got the same purpose.  

So Paul is saying so then the background of the people coming into the church is irrelevant because the 
unifying factor is that they love Jesus and so do you, and they've received the gift of grace and so have 
you.  And so he says this; when we talk about this idea of unity because he's going to go on into the 
chapters 12-15 and kind of turn the tables on the division and really challenge unity. 

I just want to make something very real to the church right now.  We are trying as hard as we can in the 
student ministry to make this lesson click; the lesson of when people walk into the church, when people 
walk into the youth ministry, it should look different and often it doesn't, and here's what I mean by that.  
When you walk into the gym or you walk into the cafeteria at school there is division and it's based on 
gifts, it's based on background, it's based on preferences, it's the human condition to do that, to tribalize 
themselves based on interest.  And Paul is saying listen, when people walk into the church they should 
see people who aren't usually talking to each other – hugging.  They should see CEOs sitting down with 
teenage boys over lunch being discipled and thinking Why does that relationship exist?  They should be 
shocked that certain relationships exist within church, and the reason they should is because they both 
love Jesus.  So I don't care about your past—are you in?  Then come alongside of me.   

And so they should look at the church and say, “Why do those relationships exist?”  This is what Paul is 
going to challenge, and I challenge our students today.  I’m, like, man, when you invite a friend in, if 
anything they should say, “Hey, that pastor’s kind of weird and he’s super passionate and he yells a lot” 
– but the idea is like – “but they love each other.  This is a weird thing, it doesn't look like school.”  I 
mean, that's our goal is to make a place where people feel loved and then connected to the purpose in 
which we gather.  

Here's what Paul says as kind of the building blocks, and I’m just gonna kind of stop and build this 
argument.  By the way, this is—and Pastor Lee said this—this is often used in the courtroom as like a 
basis of argument, how you build an argument, and so I want to just break down his argument.  Paul is 
saying, “Listen, it's by faith that you as Jews and you as Gentiles are part of this body of believers.  It's 
not based on your works, it's not based on your backgrounds, stop trying to add that to the Gospel.”  And 
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then he talks about this idea that Abraham's family, that Jesus is the fulfilled promise, that He is the 
extension of that promise.  And he talks about the new humanity that's marked by the transformation of 
the heart through the Spirit of God.   

How many of you have been in a church for a long time but can mark the time or the date that God 
grabbed your heart?  You know what I mean?  Like, man, I got the Christian thing, I got the church 
thing, but man, I was transformed.  Oftentimes through struggles, oftentimes through brokenness.  I have 
that moment; I had that road to Damascus moment.  And sometimes it's not just a day, sometimes it's a 
process.  I was like, man, this is real.  This isn't just something we do and it’s something that applies to 
my life today, because if this is true then there's so much more than just gathering, singing songs—
there's a relationship that's transformative that will give you victory over the struggles of your life, the 
sins over your life.   

And so he says in chapters 12-15, he 
calls us out to unity and I love this, Paul 
says, “Do you know what's unifying?  
Love, forgiveness.”  And so Paul in 
chapters 12-15 he starts by saying that 
love is the pillar in which the Christian 
faith is based.  And so he says what's 
marking the church is division and pride, 
but what really should mark the church 
is love, sacrificial love.  Like, how many 
of you – be honest – has ever had 
something happen to your life, a broken 
relationship, and you saw God reconcile 
that relationship.  How rare is that?  
Because most of the time when our 
relationships are busted and broken it's 
probably because of pride, probably both 
ways, and what is our response?  We just 
run the opposite direction, forget that 
church, forget my family, forget that 
relationship, I'm just gonna go get another one.   

So oftentimes because we're sinful by nature we have a broken relationship and we just flee it.  And Paul 
says hey, you know what marks the church is reconciliation.  Its people that will have tension with each 
other, we'll fight each other over small issues because we're prideful, but we'll forgive each other and 
we'll be sitting around a room oftentimes like our staff does.  I love our staff at the church.  You should 
be proud of our staff because we do this.  We're like, “I disagree with you, but I love you and it's about 
Jesus, so I'm going to take my pride and I’m gonna throw it in the trash can”—that we're unified by 
love.  Hey, listen, I'm gonna ask for forgiveness because it's more important for us to be unified than for 
me to be right because it's not about me, it's about His Kingdom.  And when we're divided, we can't do 
what He calls us to do.  This is what Paul's saying here.  Hey, you know what you should celebrate is 
people who pursue reconciliation amongst you; people who say the highest goal is unity and fight for it 
and sacrifice for it.  And so Paul is going to talk about the idea that it's hard to do this, but it should be 
the greatest gift and greatest virtue of the Christian faith.   

And by the way, church, if we don't show true love, then the world is not going to know what love is.  
Like, I mean it, that sounds arrogant but if we don't show love the way that Jesus taught us to love, the 
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world will not know what love is.  The world will say love is a feeling, love is an emotion, love is 
tolerance, and we have to say no-no, love is more than that.  And that when you lay down and wash feet, 
man, the joy you get by sacrificially loving others does not even compare to the world's shallow, 
superficial, fast-fleeting way of loving.  
And so we are to model this type of love.  
You spit in my face, I give you water.   

Like, how many of you have ever read 
stories about churches picketing and just 
inside of you you were like, “You are not 
showing the Gospel.”  But then how many 
of you have heard stories where churches 
and believers are persecuted and they love 
the person who persecutes them?  And 
you're like, “That's it.”   Like, I just saw 
on YouTube the other day, how many of 
you just kind of scroll?  I saw this guy and he wasn't even a believer, but the man who murdered his son, 
there's this image, this video in the courtroom, and he's coming alongside of that guy hugging him, 
forgiving him, and I'm like, “That's it!”  Because the world will look at that and say, “I don't understand 
that.  How can they love that person like that?”  And we can say, “Jesus.  We can love because we don't 
need them, we are satisfied in Him.”  Paul is pleading to the Romans. 

By the way, this message is key because if the Romans had stayed divided, you and I probably wouldn't 
know Jesus.  Just think about that.  That if they would have stayed divided the Gospel wouldn't have had 
the resources that Rome brought.  And so Paul needed the Body to be unified.  I think Rome is very 
similar to our church here because that's where we’re unified.  We can provide because of the blessings 
of God, resources to mobilize His Body to go; but if we're divided, if we're disobedient, we're 
ineffective.  And so Paul is pleading, unify under the Gospel of grace.  Romans 12:16 says this: 

16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. 
Never be wise in your own sight. 

~ ROMANS 12:16 

He's saying listen, live in harmony, be humble, recognize that God has rescued you out of the gospel of 
you.  And then he goes on here to talk about the idea of division and he focuses on a few issues that I 
just want to kind of wrap up with.  He talks about the idea of defining the family of God and he says 
that, you know, oftentimes we are divided based on our pride and based on our preferences.  And I was 
having a conversation with a bunch of high schoolers about this and they're like, “Can you give me an 
example, like, a practical example?”  And I said, “Denominations.”  And I notice some of you here kind 
of perk up and go, “Uh-ho.  Don't go there.”  Listen, the denomination you were brought up in had 
probably great qualities about it.  I grew up in a CMA, Christian Missionary Alliance denomination, 
okay, that was my background.  Great theology, love the Lord, had good teaching, had a missional heart, 
all good, but I argue that denominations are really the result of disobedience.   

And here's what I mean:  You have something different to me when it comes to my theology, so I'm 
going to come away from you and start a different church.  And so there are blessings sometimes when 
you're like, “Hey, that's heretic, that’s not Scripture.  We can't stay here.”  That's not what I'm saying.  
I'm saying there are small things that divide the church that Paul would say, “Why is that dividing you?”  
And so he's pulling out the idea that the goal of human beings in the Body of Christ should be to unify.   
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And so an application here, I just want to challenge you in your life with some of these points that we 
flew over.  One is this:  What marks your life?  Like, what marks your life?  Are you somebody who 
will only unify with somebody who agrees with you?  Do you sit here in church and you pick apart the 
things you disagree with?  Because I was that person and I was spiritually dead.  Because that's not how 
we're made to be.  Paul is challenging the church to say stop saying “they should” and say “I will” 
because you're part of the Body of Christ and you are gifted in a way that will build the Body, strengthen 
the Body.  If you look for ways to divide, you're just allowing the enemy to take a foothold in your 
heart.   

And so here's my challenge to the church, and I just read the other day that Millennials, I love this, they 
said Millennials are basically killing the “spectator church.”  Think about that for a second.  They're 
saying the spectator church is dying.  It will not last, they said, because Millennials, even though we 
pick on them, do not want to just sit and be talked to.  They want to be challenged and they want to be a 
part of.  And I love that because the worst thing the church can do is be spectators.  When you’ve got 
laws killing children and we're spectators—come on.  And so they're saying that Millennials, they want 
to be challenged, and so I'm gonna do that because I don't think it just applies to Millennials, I think we 
all need to be challenged.   

Here's my challenge to you:  I want you to step—listen, if you're new here or you've been coming and 
Jesus is just somebody you think about—I'm gonna challenge you, step into a new life found in Jesus.  
I'm telling you, there's transformation that happens when you surrender.  There is.  And so when you're 
here and you're thinking, Man, I don't want to give up control — know that by giving up control you 
find life.  And if you keep it, you're gonna still pursue this battle of trying to be good enough; being 
good enough for your husband and your children and your family, and it's exhausting, and it's also 
hypocritical because you know you're not.  So surrender to His leadership, His Lordship, and trust that 
He will give you victory over the things that you can't.  So walk in humility. 

I also want to challenge the church today—and I'm gonna have the band come up—I want you to cling, 
listen, I want you to cling to the promises.  Just like Paul said, listen, some of you right now you are 
struggling and you are hurting.  Your loved ones are sick, you're sick, financially you're unstable, you 
don't know if you're gonna have your job or not, and there's so many worries that you're building on 
yourself—and I just want to remind you, listen to me, God is faithful to His promises.  So what I mean, 
like, don't just make this real intellectually.  Like, go online, get a Bible promise app that will list all of 
God's promises, and wake up that morning and just read them.  “Okay, God, You're faithful.  You won't 
leave me.  Okay.”  And so you just build your life on the promises of God.  Remember His promises and 
just rest in those promises. 

And then another challenge I want to have is to pursue unity and forgiveness.  There are people in this 
room and God has laid this on my heart heavy because, by the way, I have been one of those who have 
spoken slander against my brother and sister in Christ and I've had to ask for forgiveness because I was 
wrong, and so there are people in this room that you need to reconcile with.  There's people in your life 
that you need to meet with tonight or give a phone call to and offer forgiveness.  As a church we are to 
pursue unity, to say listen, I've been talking about you, complaining about you, and I'm called to build 
you up.  I tell my daughters, listen, speak life, don't dare speak division, speak life.  So some of us need 
to repent for the division that we’ve spoken and it's good, it's good.  “Hey, will you forgive me, 
brother?”  “Will you forgive me, sister?  I'm sorry.” 

And the last thing I want to do is I want to challenge us.  There are there are a lot of amazing things 
happening in this church.  We are growing in our children’s department, in our student department, 
we're growing in our ministry.  We are growing and there are needs because of that growth, but what I 
thought about this week is I'm, like, I don't want to challenge volunteers, like, sign up, give us a week, 
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because that's not what Paul says the trick is.  So here's what I want to do.  We have needs but I want 
disciple makers.  I don't want people holding doors, I want people at the doors and when somebody 
comes in who just was trying to take their life the night before, that they are met with Jesus.  Like, I 
want people who are, like, there are children in this church that need [to be] discipled and I want to be 
part of this mission.  I want my life to be more than just building my kingdom.   

And so I'm gonna call out the pastors and the disciple makers and the shepherds and the teachers—do 
those things because I thank God that the spectator church is dying.  Because as you read church history, 
when the church is persecuted, it grows.  When it's comfortable, it dies.  And so I'm gonna lift these 
prayers up to the Lord and He is able.  And by the way, I love this church and I’ve talked to leadership 
and I'm like, “Are we ready?”  And they're like, “Yes, we're ready for this.”  God is bringing the 
harvest—let's be workers.   Maybe that means you need to change your schedule, maybe that means you 
need start to be obedient, but you can do it because the Spirit of God is in you and He's calling you to 
great things. 

Father, 

We love You.  We love You and we thank You that we are not to be comfortable.  You call us to 
more.  So Lord, I right now pray over this body of believers; I pray over their lives, Lord, that 
they would find rest in your promises.  That they would pursue unity with each other.  They'd be 
quick to step into needs, but not just to serve, Lord, but to own because You've given this church 
everything they need.  So Lord, I pray that we would recognize that we are the hands and feet 
and that we would move today.  We would stop being comfortable and we’d start being obedient. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

Thanks, guys. 
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