
Welcome to James! 
 
 

The Lord God has chosen to use the Bible to reveal Himself.  There are other ways of 
course, but the Word of God is His main tool of revelation to mankind.  For those who seek Him, 
knowing and understanding the Word is essential. 

That is why listening to good Biblical teaching and studying Scripture in small groups is 
vital.  Day to day reading and self-study of the Bible is foundational to comprehending the Word 
and experiencing the Lord.  God understands that we are a people who are prone to forget. In 
fact, Scripture repeats itself often for this very reason.  Then is it a surprise that we would need 
that daily repetition to know and understand the Word of God? 

To do this, it is best that you learn to feed yourself with His Word and trust that God will 
reveal Himself and His truths to you.  The materials that are provided in this study are designed 
for you to do just that- to dig into the Word and let God unveil His character, His promises, His 
commands, His love and His heart for His people.  To know the words of the Bible is not 
enough- to know and encounter the Author is the goal.  For each one of us, these daily 
encounters will look different - we will not see the same things, mark the same things or even 
understand the same things.  That is okay.  This is your journey with the Lord. 

The Scripture reflection part of our study is laid out in a 5 - day plan.  Following is an 
overview of what you will experience each day.  (The introductory lesson and the end review 
lesson of the book of James will be unique.) 

 
Day 1 James at First Glance 

For this day, you will begin by examining the chapter as a whole.  You may be asked to 
“mark” words, topics and verses with circles, underlines, boxes etc. in the Letter of James 
Scripture journal. These types of markings are only a suggestion - you may choose to use 
whatever markings work best for you.  (You could even go really creative here and use colored 
pencils.)  The point is to mark up the text in your Scripture journal.  As you do, you will start to 
see patterns, lists, themes etc. that will ultimately lead to a much greater understanding of 
Scripture.  On this day, you will also be asked to find a Scripture verse from this chapter that you 
would like to memorize. Memorization is difficult for most people, but James in 1:21 tells us to 
“receive with meekness the implanted word.”  What better way to receive the Word than 
implanting it in our minds? 

 
Day 2 It is all Greek to me! 

The New Testament was originally written in the Greek language.  The various 
translations of the Bible that are available are based on the language. Is it any wonder why 
learning the original Greek word and its meanings may lead us to additional insight into the 
meaning of Scripture?  So on this day, you will be asked to use biblehub.com, 
blueletterbible.org, Strong’s Concordance or any other of your favorite Bible study tools that will 
enable you to look up a word from James and find the original Greek word and its meanings. 



 
 

Day 3 Scripture Explains Itself 
The entire Bible is a continuous story of God’s redemption of His people and He used 40 

authors over a period of 1,500 years to write it.  Yet as impossible as it may seem, every word 
of Scripture agrees with itself! It can be faith building to see this continuity and can also aid in 
comprehension of Scripture.  In this inerrant, divinely inspired story that the Lord weaves, many 
times He leaves clues to understanding verses in other parts of the Bible.  We call these cross 
references.  On this day of reflection, you will be examining cross references and comparing 
them to James to help get a clearer picture of what the Lord is really revealing. 

 
 

Day 4 Seeing Jesus in James 
At first, Martin Luther, the Father of the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, did 

not believe that the book of James should be included in the Bible.  He said, “We should throw 
the epistle of James out of this school, for it doesn’t amount to much. It contains not a syllable 
about Christ. Not once does it mention Christ, except at the beginning. I maintain that some Jew 
wrote it who probably heard about Christian people but never encountered any. Since he heard 
that Christians place great weight on faith in Christ, he thought, ‘Wait a moment! I’ll oppose 
them and urge works alone.’ This he did.” 

Was Martin Luther correct?  Is Jesus missing from the pages of this book? Or can you 
find Jesus in the scripture of James?  On this day of reflection, you will search out the answer to 
that very question. 

 
Day 5 In Your Own Words 

On this day, you will review the chapter of James by summarizing it in your own words. 
The summary is not meant to be an English class assignment - so do not be weighed down by 
grammar and form.  Instead, it is meant to help you remember what is in this chapter of James 
and to implant it on your heart.  The last step is to then take this summary and use it as a prayer 
back to the Lord. 

 
And remember, when you read the Bible, you are never alone.  There is “Someone” 

whose job it is to help you understand the truths found in Scripture.  His name is the Holy Spirit.  
Each day of reflection begins with a prayer for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth to you.  Please 
don’t skip this step.  It might be the most important part of your Scripture reflection each day. 

 
So buckle up and let’s get started! May the Lord give you the thrill of a lifetime as you grow 

in maturity toward completeness in Him. 



James ~ An Introduction 
 
 
For this introductory week, let the words of our Lord fall on you.  Read through this book as 
many times as you can throughout the week.  Be creative - sometimes read it silently, 
sometimes aloud.  Listen to someone else reading it.  Or even read it to someone.  Read the 
book using a different translation.  Just let the Word fill you. 

 
Then after you are completely saturated with James, go back to your Scripture Journal and give 
each chapter a Title.  (You might want to write the title in pencil, because after you have 
examined this book over the next several weeks, you might change your mind.) 

 
Now give the whole book of James a Title.  Again, in pencil because at first glance, your 
understanding of the overall theme in James may be different after a more careful look. 

 
Throughout your week, keep this scripture from Hebrews in mind… 
Hebrews 4:12~ For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 

 
Dear one, may this be true of your week in the Word. 



James Chapter 1 

James Chapter 1 

Day 1 James 1 at First Glance 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 1.  Go back in the Scripture Journal looking for and marking the following: 

*Common words. Circle any words that James repeats.

*Topics James discusses:  Bracket and label them.
Example - “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds

For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.” (trials) 

* What in the world does James mean?  Put a box around those words/phrases that
are unusual, or something you do not understand and would like to research further.

*Questions you would like to ask James:  Write them in your journal or below.

*Select a memory verse from James 1 and highlight it.  Be sure to practice it every
day.  Find a partner with whom you can memorize your verse.  Being accountable to
someone can help with the memorization process and make it more fun.

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up 
to Him in response to this new insight? 

EXTRA TIME?  CHECK THIS OUT… 

As the author of this amazing book, James “pulls no punches”. His tone is frank and 
bossy.  In fact, there are around 50 imperatives (authoritative commands) in the entire 
book of James!  Have fun underlining the imperatives found in James 1.  Then ask the 
Holy Spirit to help you be a “doer of these very words”. 



James Chapter 1 

James Chapter 1 

 

Day 2 It is all Greek to me! 
 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 1. Go back and make a squiggly line in your Scripture Journal under the following 
words: 

Faith (v.3)  
Perfect (v.4, v.17) 
Doubts, doubting (v.6) 
Lured (v.14)  
Enticed (v.14) 

 
Look up each word in biblehub.com, bluleletterbible.org or your favorite source to find the 
original Greek word and its meanings.  Be sure to list several of the meanings found for each. 

Greek word Meanings 
Faith 

Perfect 

Doubts, doubting 

Lured 

Enticed 
 
How does the original Greek for perfect aid your understanding of verse 4 and 17? 

 
How might the original Greek for faith and doubt keep you from doubting and encourage you to 
exercise more faith? 

 
The meanings of lured and enticed seem to be a word picture for catching an animal.  Does 
temptation feel like that to you? How might this word picture help you when you are tempted? 

 
What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME?  CHECK THIS OUT… 

Do a Greek word study of the “What in the world?” words or phrases from your Day 1 
Reflection. How did these word studies aid your understanding? 



James Chapter 1 

James Chapter 1 

 

Day 3 Scripture Explains Itself 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 1 aloud.  Let the Lord’s words flow over you this day! 

Look up the following scripture verses that pertain to trials. 
 

Romans 5:3-5 
1 Peter 1:6-9 
1 Peter 4:12-13 

 
Now compare these verses to James 1:2-4. 
How do all these verses taken together make a more complete understanding of what our Lord 
wants us to know about trials and suffering? How can this help you when you are experiencing 
trials and suffering? 

 
Look up the following verses about crowns. 

 
Philippians 4:1 
1 Thessalonians 19-20 
In these verses, what does Scripture indicate is our crown? 

 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 
1 Peter 5:1-4 
James 1:12 
Revelation 2:10 
In these verses, the crowns have specific titles.  What are they?  How do we receive these 
crowns? 
And lest you think these crowns will ultimately be for our glory - Read Revelation 4:10-11 to see 
what the 24 elders surrounding the throne of God do with theirs!  Will you do the same with 
your crown?? 

What did you learn about the Lord today? What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME?  CHECK THIS OUT… 

Use the Concordance found in the back of your Bibles or any study notes found in your Bible to 
discover cross references for other words/topics found in James.  Reflect on how these verses 
help “round out” your understanding of James. (i.e. wisdom, temptation, first fruits, riches etc.) 



James Chapter 1 

James Chapter 1 

 

Day 4 Seeing Jesus in James 
 

James mentions Jesus by name a few times only, but Jesus’s heart, life and teachings echo 
throughout this book.  James especially parallels the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount 
found in Matthew 5-7. 

 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 1 aloud.  Can you see Jesus’s face as you read?  Let the Word of the Lord fill the 
space around you. 

 
Look up the following verses and draw a line to the verse from James that parallels it. 

 
Matthew 5:10-12 James 1:22 

 
Matthew 5:48 James 1:20 

 
Matthew 7:7-11 James 1:4 

 
Matthew 5:22 James 1:2 

 
Matthew 7:24-27 James 1:5 

 
 
Now look at James again. Can you discover your own glimpses of Jesus?  Mark with a cross 
any word, phrase or section that reminds you of Him - His life, His obedience and character, 
His teaching or His heart for you. 

 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
 

EXTRA TIME?  CHECK THIS OUT… 
James 1:13 declares that God does not tempt anyone. But in the Lord’s prayer found in 
Matthew 6:13, Jesus asks the Father not to “lead us into temptation.”  Reflect on how to 
reconcile these Scriptures. HINT- Scripture never contradicts itself - the “problem” lies not with 
the Word, but in our comprehension.  Use cross references, a Greek word study, prayer and 
reflection and yes even a commentary on the topic to help you do this.  Matthew 4:1 may shed 
some light on this subject too. 



James Chapter 1 

JJjjj James Chapter 1 
 

Day 5 In Your Own Words 
 

 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 1 aloud. 

Now read James 1 silently. 
 
Rewrite James 1 in your own words. Then use it as a prayer to pray back to your Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now recite your memory verse. Tuck it away in the folds of your heart. 

 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
 
Explore James 1 more by reading different translations of this chapter.  Read it from the King 
James, the NIV, the New American Standard, the Message etc... How do these translations 
“round out” your understanding of this wonderful chapter of Scripture? 



James Chapter 2 

James Chapter 2 

 

 
Day 1 James 2 at First Glance 

 
 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 
 

Read James 2. Go back in the Scripture Journal looking for and marking the following: 
 

*Common words. Circle any words that James repeats. What words did you circle? 
How many times did he repeat them? 

*Topics James discusses: Bracket and label them. 
Example - “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds 

For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.” (trials) 

 
* What in the world does James mean?  Put a box around those words/phrases that 
are unusual, or something you do not understand and would like to research further. 

 
* James names 4 people in this chapter.  What are their names and what does 
James say about each one?  (Don’t add any of your own words for now - just note his.) 

 
*James uses many questions in this chapter.  Are they all the same kind of question? 
Mark them and note his reason/reasons for using them in his letter. 

 
*Select a memory verse from James 2 and highlight it.  Be sure to practice it every 
day. Find a partner with whom you can memorize your verse.  Being accountable to 
someone can help with the memorization process and make it more fun. 

 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today? What prayer might you 
offer up to Him in response to this new insight? 

 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
Review Chapter 1 of James. Does James tie Chapters 1 and 2 together?  Remember, chapter 
divisions are not divinely inspired - James wrote without divisions.  Are there any similarities 
between the 2 chapters? 



James Chapter 2 

James Chapter 2 

 

Day 2 It is all Greek to me! 
 
 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 
 

Read James 2. From James 2:1. In the blanks below, write the Greek word and its meanings. 
V. 2. hold  faith     

 
Lord  Christ   

 
 
 
 

James declares where his faith as well as the faith of the readers is found.  Where is that 
exactly?  Why would he emphasize this to his original audience of Jews?  Why will this 
declaration be significant as you read the rest of James 2? 

 
In 2:20, James states, “faith apart from works is useless.”  Let’s examine works and useless. 
Look up the Greek word and meanings for both. (For this one, blueletter.org helps more).  
Do you see that James’s word choice in Greek creates a play on words? 

 
Works - Greek word /meanings Useless - Greek word/meanings 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith without w  does n   
Can James really have a sense of humor?? 

w  !  James makes a pun! 

 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him in 
response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 

Do a Greek word study of the word spirit in 2:26. This word has physical and spiritual 
implications.  Keeping this in mind, meditate on what James is saying about our physical 
bodies and our spiritual bodies?? Hint - A body without  is dead.  A person without 
the  is (spiritually) dead.  Is this a good ending to his section 
on faith?? 



James Chapter 2 

James Chapter 2 

 

Day 3 Scripture Explains Itself 
 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 2 aloud. Let the Lord’s words flow over you this day! 

Review what James said about the following people. Look up and note what other Scripture tells 
us about them. 

 
Abraham Isaac Rahab 
Genesis 12:1-9 Genesis 21:1-7 Joshua 2 
Genesis 17:1-8 Genesis 22:1-17 Matthew 1:1-6 
Hebrews 11:8-10 Hebrew 11:17-19 Hebrews 1:31 

 
Write a description of each of the 3 in your own words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did James use these 3 people, especially Abraham and Rahab as models of faith?  Are 
they the 2 people you would have picked as models?  Or are these choices surprising?  As part 
of your answer, also include discussion about James being a Christian Jew and the original 
recipients of his letter. 

 
 
 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him in 
response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT…. 

James 2:19 references the Shema (pronounced sh-MAH). The Shema is a liturgy made up of 
these verses: Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Deuteronomy 11:13-21 and Numbers 15:37-41.  Loyal 
Jewish men recited it twice a day.  Look up these verses.  Why would James have included a 
reference of the Shema in his discussion of faith?  And why did he appear to say it is not 
enough to believe that God is one?  Food for thought - James, being a loyal Jew himself, may 
have recited these words the very morning he wrote Chapter 2! 



James Chapter 2 

James Chapter 2 

 

Day 4 Seeing Jesus in James 
 
James mentions Jesus by name a few times only, but Jesus’s heart, life and teachings echo 
throughout this book. 

 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 2 aloud. Can you see Jesus’s face as you read?  Let the Word of the Lord fill the 
space around you. 

 
According to verse 8, what does James reference as the “royal law”?  Compare this with 
what Jesus declares is the greatest commandment.  See Matthew 22:34-40. Are James and 
Jesus speaking about the same thing? 

 
In this same verse, James uses the term “fulfill the law”. How could this be a reference to 
Jesus? (See Matthew 5:17) How did Jesus fulfill the law? How do we fulfill the law? Why are we 
to fulfill the law? (See John 13:34-35 and Romans 13:8-10, Galatians 5:14) 

 
 
 
 

Now look again at James.  Can you discover your own glimpses of Jesus?  Mark with a cross 
any word, phrase or section that reminds you of Him - His life, His obedience and character, 
His teaching or His heart for you. How about verse 10? Verse 21? How would these remind 
you of Jesus? 

 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
 
 
 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
List all the ways that James records in Chapter 2 that we are to “Love our neighbor as 
ourselves”.  More time?  How about how he describes fulfilling the royal law in Chapter 1? 
Looking at your list to inspire you, how might you bless a neighbor this week?  Any questions on 
who a “neighbor” is?  Check our Jesus’s parable from Luke 10:29-38. 



James Chapter 2 

James Chapter 2 
 

 

Day 5 In Your Own Words 
 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 2 aloud. 

Now read James 2 silently. 
 

Rewrite James 2 in your own words.  Then use it as a prayer to pray back to your Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now recite your memory verse. Tuck it away in the folds of your heart. 
 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
 

Explore James 2 more by reading different translations of this chapter. Read it from the King 
James, the NIV, the New American Standard, the Message etc... How do these translations 
“round out” your understanding of this wonderful chapter of scripture? 



James Chapter 3 

James Chapter 3 
 

Day 1 James 3 at First Glance 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 3. Go back in the Scripture Journal looking for and marking the following: 

 
*Common words. Circle any words that James repeats. 

 
*Topics James discusses:  Bracket and label them. 
Example- “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds 

For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.” (trials) 

 
*Star the topics that James has already previously spoken about in his epistle. 
How does he present these topics?  Is it a summary of what he said previously, or an 
expansion of his thoughts on the topic?  Which topic does he discuss most in this 
chapter?  Why do you think this may be so?  Consider the original recipients in your 
thoughts about this. 

 
* What in the world does James mean?  Put a box around those words/phrases that 
are unusual, or something you do not understand and would like to research further. 
* What pronoun does James use in Verses 3:1-9 when addressing the recipients 

that he has not used in Chapters 1 and 2?  What would this indicate? 
 

*Questions you would like to ask James.  Write them in your journal or below. 
 

*Select a memory verse from James 3 and highlight it.  Be sure to practice it every 
day.  Find a partner with whom you can memorize your verse.  Being accountable to 
someone can help with the memorization process and make it more fun. 

 
What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him in 
response to this new insight? 

 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
In Chapter 3, James uses very colorful metaphors when discussing the tongue.  Which one was 
your favorite?  Why?  Sketch it in your journal.  Describe why this was important for you to 
remember. 



James Chapter 3 

James Chapter 3 
 

Day 2 It is all Greek to me! 
 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 3. Go back and make a squiggly line in your Scripture Journal under the following 
words: 
Fresh (v. 11) 
Salt (v. 11) 
Meekness (v.13) 

 
Look up each word in biblehub.com, bluleletterbible.org or your favorite source to find the 
original Greek word and its meanings.  Be sure to list several of the meanings found for each. 

 
How does the original Greek give a more precise word picture of the tongue? 
Just for fun, check out the HCSB (Holman Christian Standard Bible) version of this verse and 
write it out. 

 
Would this have been a better translation?  Why or why not?  Also, do you “see” a form of an 
English word in the Greek word for fresh? 

 
What does meekness have to do with wisdom? 

 
 
 
 
What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him in 
response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME?  CHECK THIS OUT… 

Keeping the Greek words for fresh and salt in mind and the fact that James illustrates his 
“Jewishness” throughout the book, what story of Moses may have been on James’s mind as he 
wrote this metaphor? (Exodus 15) 



James Chapter 3 

James Chapter 3 
 

Day 3 Scripture Explains Itself 
 
James is sometimes described as the “Proverbs of the New Testament.”  Today you will 
examine more closely why this might be so. 

 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 3 aloud. Let the Lord’s words flow over you this day! 

Refer to James 3:10. What 2 things can come from the mouth?  Which one destroys, one brings 
delight? 

 
Look up the following verses from Proverbs.  Note how the verses further explain how the 
tongue destroys or delights. 

 

Destroys Delights 
Proverbs 10:11 

 
Proverbs 12:18 

 
Proverbs 15: 1-7 

 
Proverbs 18:21 

 
 
 
Look up Proverbs 24:3-4.  Now draw an outline of a house with rooms. (Think of a dollhouse 
and its rooms.) Label it Wisdom.  Write in the rooms of your house, the words from James 3:17 
that describe wisdom so that you can “fill your rooms with precious and pleasant riches”.  Look 
at your house.  Who would not want to live in such a house?  How do we build such a house? 
Read James 1:5 and Proverbs 24:4 again. 

 
 
 
What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him in 
response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME?  CHECK THIS OUT…. 

Read Proverbs 24:7. Draw a gate in front of your house of Wisdom.  What is this verse saying 
about wisdom? 



James Chapter 3 

James Chapter 3 
 

Day 4 Seeing Jesus in James 
 
James mentions Jesus by name a few times only, but Jesus’s heart, life and teachings echo 
throughout this book. 

 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 3 aloud.  Can you see Jesus’s face as you read?  Let the Word of the Lord fill the 
space around you. 

 
Look up Matthew 11:18-19. Compare these verses with James 3:13. What is the Lord revealing 
about the relationship between wisdom and deeds/conduct? 

 
 
Read James 3:17. Where does James say wisdom is from?  James in 1:5 says we acquire this 
wisdom how? But check out how Paul rounds out this discussion.  Read 1 Corinthians 1:30. 
Who is the wisdom from above? How then would we acquire This wisdom? 
Could James have imagined his half brother’s face as he wrote about “the wisdom that comes 
down from above?” (v.15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now look again at James.  Can you discover your own glimpses of Jesus?  Mark with a cross 
any word, phrase or section that reminds you of Him - His life, His obedience and character, 
His teaching or His heart for you. 

 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today? What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
James discusses the tongue and wisdom.  How might they be related?  How does Jesus’s 
teaching in Matthew 12:34-35 give insight into their relationship? 



James Chapter 3 
 
 

James Chapter 3 
 

Day 5 In Your Own Words 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 3 aloud. 

Now read James 3 silently. 
 
Rewrite James 3 in your own words.  Then use it as a prayer to pray back to your Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now recite your memory verse. Tuck it away in the folds of your heart. 

 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
 
Explore James 3 more by reading different translations of this chapter. Read it from the King 
James, the NIV, the New American Standard, the Message etc... How do these translations 
“round out” your understanding of this wonderful chapter of scripture? 

 



James Chapter 4 

James Chapter 4 
 

Day 1 James 4 at First Glance 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 4. Go back in the Scripture Journal looking for and marking the following: 

 
*Common words. Circle any words that James repeats. 

 
*Topics James discusses:  Bracket and label them. 
Example - “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds 

For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.” (trials) 

 
*Star any direct quotes from Scripture that James says are from Scripture. 

 
* What in the world does James mean? Put a box around those words/phrases that 
are unusual, or something you do not understand and would like to research further. 

 
*Questions you would like to ask James.  Write them in your journal or below. 

 
*Select a memory verse from James 4 and highlight it.  Be sure to practice it every 
day.  Find a partner with whom you can memorize your verse. Being accountable to 
someone can help with the memorization process and make it more fun. 

 
 
 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up 
to Him in response to this new insight? 

 
 

EXTRA TIME?  CHECK THIS OUT… 
Verses 4: 7-10 contain 10 commands, each of which when stated in Greek indicates a call for 
immediate action.  Underline these 10 commands. 



James Chapter 4 

James Chapter 4 
 

Day 2 It is all Greek to me! 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 4. Go back and make a squiggly line in your Scripture Journal under the following 
words: 
World (v.4) 
Draw near (v. 8) - both times 

 
Look up each word in the chart below. Use in biblehub.com, bluleletterbible.org or your favorite 
source to find the original Greek word and its meanings. (Blueletterbible.org gives more 
information that will be helpful.) Be sure to list several of the meanings found for each. 

Greek word Meanings 
World- James 4:4 

World - John 3:16 

World - Romans 12:2 

World- Ephesians 2:1-2 

How do the 2 words for world and their meanings in the above Scripture, add any new 
insight to your understanding of these verses? 

 

Greek word Meanings 
Draw near (v. 8) 

Draw near (v. 8) 

Is it strange for James to use the same word to explain man drawing near to God and God 
drawing near to man?  Wouldn’t these actions be vastly different given that He is God and we 
are not?  How do you draw near to God? How does He draw near to you? 

 
What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him in 
response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 

Do a word study of the phrase double-minded found in James 4:8. Where else in James have 
we seen this phrase? Check to see if it is the same word or a different one.  Given these 
meanings, how can James declare that a double-minded man is unstable? 



James Chapter 4 

James Chapter 4 

 

Day 3 Scripture Explains Itself 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 4 aloud.  Let the Lord’s words flow over you this day! 

Look up the cross references below and match them with the corresponding verse in James. 
 
Proverbs 3:34, 1 Peter 5:5 James 4:5 

 
Matthew 23:12 James 4:6 

 
Not known James 4:10 

 
Lamentations 3:37 James 4:7 

 
1 Peter 5:8-9 James 4:15 

 
Do any of these verses help explain each other further?  Did you discover anything about the 
verse that commentators are not sure of the reference?  Does this verse remind you of anything 
else in Scripture- not necessarily a direct quote- perhaps just an idea? 

 
Review Chapters 1-3 of James. Did James, himself, in these chapters help explain any of the 
topics discussed in Chapter 4?  Or vice versa? 

 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT…. 
Use the Concordance found in the back of your Bibles or any study notes found in your Bible to 
discover cross references for other words/topics found in James.  Reflect on how these verses 
help “round out” your understanding of James. 



James Chapter 4 

James Chapter 4 

Day 4 Seeing Jesus in James 
 
James mentions Jesus by name a few times only, but Jesus’s heart, life and teachings echo 
throughout this book. 

 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 4 aloud. Can you see Jesus’s face as you read? Let the Word of the Lord fill the 
space around you. 

 
Read Matthew 22:36-40. To review, what does Jesus say is the Greatest Commandment? 

Which is the 2nd greatest? 

Now fill in the chart below with phrases from James 4 that are examples of what we can do or 
not do to obey the 1st and 2nd greatest commandments? 

 
Love the Lord Love your neighbor as yourself 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which one of these commandments would you say James was highlighting in this chapter? 

 
Now look again at James. Can you discover your own glimpses of Jesus? Mark with a cross 
any word, phrase or section that reminds you of Him- His life, His obedience and character, His 
teaching or His heart for you. 

 
What did you learn about the Lord today? What prayer might you offer up to Him in 
response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 

Pick one of the phrases from the Love the Lord column that sticks out to you. Discover what else 
Jesus says about this topic in other parts of scripture. 



James Chapter 4 

James Chapter 4 

Day 5 In Your Own Words 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 4 aloud. 

Now read James 4 silently. 
 
Rewrite James 4 in your own words. Then use it as a prayer to pray back to your Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now recite your memory verse. Tuck it away in the folds of your heart. 

 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
 
Explore James 4 more by reading different translations of this chapter. Read it from the King 
James, the NIV, the New American Standard, the Message etc... How do these translations 
“round out” your understanding of this wonderful chapter of Scripture? 



James Chapter 5 

James Chapter 5 

 

Day 1 James 5 at First Glance 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 5. Go back in the Scripture Journal looking for and marking the following: 

 
*Common words. Circle any words that James repeats. 

  
*Topics James discusses:  Bracket and label them. 
Example - “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds 

For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.” (trials) 

 
* What in the world does James mean? Put a box around those words/phrases that 
are unusual, or something you do not understand and would like to research further. 
* Place a checkmark next to the verses/topics that James has previously 
discussed. Write down the verse “address” in which he did so. 

 
*Questions you would like to ask James. Write them in your journal. 

 
*What two Old Testament men does James mention?  Highlight their names. He 
used their stories as examples. What are the topics James was trying to illustrate by 
each of their lives? 

 
*Select a memory verse from James 5 and highlight it. Be sure to practice it every 
day. Find a partner with whom you can memorize your verse. Being accountable to 
someone can help with the memorization process and make it more fun. 

 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today? What prayer might you offer up 
to Him in response to this new insight? 

 
 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
James mentions Job and Elijah. In his own words, what does James say about each man? 
Without looking to the Bible, recount in your own words what you know about them.  Later in the 
week we will examine these men in Scripture more closely. 



James Chapter 5 

James Chapter 5 

 

Day 2 It is all Greek to me! 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 5. Go back and make a squiggly line in your Scripture Journal under the following 
words: 
Lord ~ how many times does James use Lord? 
Lord of hosts (v. 4) 
Name of the Lord (v. 10,14) 

 
Look up each word or phrase in biblehub.com, bluleletterbible.org or your favorite source to find 
the original Greek word and its meanings. Be sure to list several of the meanings found for 
each. 

  
Lord     Greek words   Meanings 

 
Now look up the Greek translation for Colossians 3:22. Note the 2 times this above Greek word 
is used in Colossians 3:22. What do these meanings have in common?  How are they 
different? Reflect on why such a title may be used for Jesus? 

 
 

  
Lord of Hosts   Greek words   Meanings 

 
Why would James use such a title for Jesus in verse 5:4?  How does this title further his 
discussion of the topic in verses 5:1-6? 

 

  
Name of the Lord   Greek words   Meanings 

 
 
Why would James use the phrase “n  ame of the Lord” in verses 5:10 & 14 instead of just 
referencing the Lord?  What is significant about the “name of the Lord”? 

 
What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 

The Old Testament uses 2 other words for the Lord. Look up Genesis 3:8 & Isaiah 6:1 in your 
translation sources - but this time you will be finding the Hebrew words for Lord because the 
Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew.  What are your observations? 



James Chapter 5 

James Chapter 5 

 

Day 3 Scripture Explains Itself 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

Read James 5 aloud. Let the Lord’s words flow over you this day! 

Review James’s reference to the man Job.  Now read Job 1, 2 and 42 to familiarize yourself with 
Job’s beginning and end. Write down your observations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How can James say that Job is steadfast in verse 11? And in the same verse James reminds 
the readers that in the Job story, they have seen the purpose of the Lord and how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful.  Reflect on what James means by this. 

 
 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.  How do these verses compare to Job’s story and James’s 
reference to Job? Do they shed any light on the topics of suffering and steadfastness? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up 
to Him in response to this new insight? 

 
EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT…. 

James also references the Old Testament prophet, Elijah. To read about the man who had a 
nature, just like ours - see I Kings Chapters 17-19 and 2 Kings 2:1-12.  Just how ordinary was 
Elijah?  How could James have meant to encourage the readers with James 5:17? Does this 
encourage you?  If so, how? 



James Chapter 5 

James Chapter 5 

Day 4 Seeing Jesus in James 
 
James mentions Jesus by name a few times only, but Jesus’s heart, life and teachings echo 
throughout this book. 

 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 5 aloud.  Can you see Jesus’s face as you read? Let the Word of the Lord fill the 
space around you. 

 
Read Matthew 6:19-21. Compare these verses to James 5:1-3. What do they have in common? 

 
 
Both speak of ‘treasure’, but are they referring to it in the same way? And are both treasures 
found in the same place? 

 
Meditate on Matthew 6:21. Where is your treasure?  How can you lay up treasures in heaven? 

 
Now look again at James. Can you discover your own glimpses of Jesus? Mark with a cross 
any word, phrase or section that reminds you of Him- His life, His obedience and character, His 
teaching or His heart for you. 

 
 

What did you learn about the Lord today?  What prayer might you offer up to Him 
in response to this new insight? 

 
 
 

 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
James 5:16 says that the prayer of a righteous person has great power.  Do you know that the 
only truly Righteous One prayed for you?  Read Jesus’s prayer in John 17.  What does this 
mean for you that Jesus prayed and is continuing to intercede on your behalf?   
(See Romans 8:34) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



James Chapter 5 

James Chapter 5 

Day 5 In Your Own Words 
 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of the scripture you are about to study. 

 
Read James 5 aloud. 

 
Now read James 5 silently. 

 
Rewrite James 5 in your own words.  Then use it as a prayer to pray back to your Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now recite your memory verse. Tuck it away in the folds of your heart. 

 
 

EXTRA TIME? CHECK THIS OUT… 
Explore James 5 more by reading different translations of this chapter. Read it from the King 
James, the NIV, the New American Standard, the Message etc... How do these translations 
“round out” your understanding of this wonderful chapter of scripture? 



James Review 
 

It may be tempting to see this epistle as just a long list of commands for righteous living. 
Rather, James is calling us to a life of BECOMING who we are in Christ.  Therefore, it is 
helpful to view these commands as characteristics of the “perfect and complete man who lacks 
nothing.” 

 
For our review week, go back and read through the chapters one more time. Then use the 
mirror found on the following page and write in the face of the mirror, the characteristics of the 
“perfect and complete man” found in each chapter of James. 

 
 
Now ask the Holy Spirit to help you examine yourself in this mirror. Take a long hard look. Is 
this what you “look like” - spiritually speaking?  Do these characteristics describe you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take time to praise the Lord for the evidence you see of your growing maturity in Christ. 
(Remember, I am not what I once was - is the cry from every believer’s heart.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But also take time to repent of those areas where you do not see much fruit or evidence of 
maturity.  And ask the Lord of hosts to transform you and believe that He will. 

 



 



James Review 
 

Now, cut out the picture of Jesus found on the following page. Tape it over the face of the 
mirror at the top only, so that when you flip up the image of Jesus you are able to see the 
words on the mirror. 

 
Look at the words in the mirror again.  Are you discouraged or encouraged?  Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flip Jesus’s face down.  Think about Jesus.  How might remembering Him encourage you 
when you are examining yourself in the spiritual mirror? 

 
 
 
Now try to imagine how God sees you. Does He see only the evidence or fruit of where you are 
now? If He does, what does He think about them? (Remember that Jesus called Peter “a 
rock” when Peter clearly at the time was not one. (Matthew 16:18) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Or does He see Jesus when He sees you?  (Think about Jesus’s work on the cross, His 
fulfillment of the Law and the covering that Jesus provides for His people and the Holy Spirit’s 
work to transform you and whose likeness the Holy Spirit is transforming you into.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect on how He could see both. 
 
 
 
Lift up your soul to the One enthroned in Heaven.  The One who knows and sees all. 
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