
Small Group Discussion Guide       July 7, 2019 
Dot, Dot, Dot – Romans 2:4 

 

  

Getting Started 

We ended each Service on Sunday with time to count/record the many blessings that God has provided for us. Start by 
reading Psalm 103 and allow God’s Word to lead you into a time of praise and thanksgiving for God’s goodness toward you. 
You may want to sing 10,000 Reasons that was inspired by this Psalm. 

Chorus 
Bless the Lord oh my soul, Oh my soul 
Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before, Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 

Verse 1 
The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes 

Verse 2 
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great and your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 

 
Verse 3 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore 
 

Spend time in prayer praising God for who He is and tanking Him for all He has done. Incorporate the blessings that you 
started to record on your “blessing list”. 

 

Discussion 

This week we looked at Romans 2:4 … 

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is 

intended to lead you to repentance? 

Remember at this point in Romans, Paul was making his case in chapters 1-3 that all have sinned and are guilty before 

God. As chapter 2 begins, the Jews were judging the Gentiles for their sin described in chapter 1. Paul reminds his 

“opponents” (those who think it acceptable to judge others) that hypocrisy is really contempt for the riches of his kindness, 

tolerance and patience. While the Jews may have wondered why God was so tolerant with Gentiles, the truth is that he is 

tolerant with them as well. They had failed to recognize that God’s kindness is not careless oversight (as in failing to note 

sin), but is careful oversight (as in leading sinners toward repentance). Contempt is not overlooked by God forever. “As God 
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has made everything with a certain measure, weight and number, so also his patience has certain limits,” said Origen. And 

as the fourth-century A.D. writer (called by Erasmus) Ambrosiaster warned, one day “he who thought that the longsuffering 

of God’s goodness was something to laugh at will not hesitate to beg for mercy.” Truth has only one lens through which it 

looks and judges. Any who think that God views them differently than other sinners is hereby warned by Paul to think 

differently. (Holmans New Testament Commentary) 

Key words 

Show contempt: “to think down on”, to underestimate someone’s or something’s value, and even to treat with contempt. 

Kindness: refers to “common grace”, the benefits God bestows on all men (Matt 5:45, Acts 14:15-17). 

Forbearance: “to hold back”, sometimes used of a truce between warring parties. Rather than destroying every person the 

moment he or she sins, God graciously holds back His judgment. He saves sinners in a physical and temporal way from 

what they deserve to show them His saving character, that they might come to Him and receive salvation that is spiritual 

and eternal. 

Patience: The word indicates the duration for which God demonstrates His kindness and tolerance – for long periods of time 

(2 Peter 2:5). 

Together these three words (kindness, forbearance and patience) speak of God’s common grace – the way He 

demonstrates His grace to all mankind (Job 12:10; Psalm 119;68; Psalm 145:9). 

Repentance: The act of turning from sin to Christ for forgiveness and salvation. The word literally means to change your 

mind, or to turn in the opposite direction. In 2 Corinthians 7:9 we also see that true repentance cannot occur apart from such 

a genuine sorrow over one’s sin. Repentance belongs in the realm of salvation. Unbelievers repent of their sin initially when 

they are saved, and then as believers, repent of their sin continually to keep the joy and blessing of their relationship with 

God (1 John 1:7-9). 

 

• Discuss how God’s kindness, forbearance and patience led you to repent and believe in Jesus Christ for salvation. 
 

• Before you were saved, what are some examples of how you showed contempt for God’s kindness?  
 

• Go back to your “blessing list” … Did you include blessings from before you were saved that highlight God’s kindness, 
forbearance and patience toward you? If not add those to your list.  
 

• Who can you encourage with the blessing of Romans 2:4 and help them see how God has been so kind and patient 
with them and that His desire is that they would turn from their sin and turn toward Him and trust in Jesus for salvation? 

Prayer 

Continue your prayers of thanksgiving for God’s kindness/goodness toward you and the many blessings you have received. 

-  


