
Small Group Discussion Guide       October 14, 2018 
Grounded – Jesus is God 

 

 

 
Getting Started 

At the Council of Nicea in A.D. 325, the church, in opposition to the Arian heresy, declared that Jesus is begotten, not 
made, and that His divine nature is one of the same essence with the Father. This affirmation declared that the Second 
Person of the Trinity is one in essence with God the Father. That is, the “being” of Christ is the being of God. He is not 
merely similar to Deity, but He is Deity. 

• Why is it so essential for Jesus not just to be a good man or a good teacher, but God? 

Discussion 

Read each of these verses and discuss how they support the truth of the Deity of Christ … 

• Matthew 1:23 

• John 1:1-3, 14 

• John 8:58-59; 10:30-33 

• John 14:9-11 

• Colossians 1:15-19 

• Hebrews 1:1-3a 

• Titus 2:13 

• 1 John 5:20 

• Philippians 2:9-11 

• Mark 2:28 

• Mark 2:1-12 

• James 2:1 

• John 20:28 

YHWY = Jehovah 

This name for God is used 4000 times in the O.T. 

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and the Redeemer, the LORD of Hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides 

me there is no god.” (Isaiah 44:6) 

Compare Isaiah 44:6 with Revelation 1:8, 17-18, 22:13. 

Who is the Alpha and Omega/First and the Last?  Answer: Jehovah 

How does Revelation 1:17-18 help to prove that Jesus is God? 
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The Trilemma – Liar, Lunatic or Lord? 

Jesus considered who men believed Him to be of fundamental importance. C.S. Lewis, who was a professor at 
Cambridge University and once an agnostic, wrote:  
 
“I am trying to prevent anyone saying the really foolish that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a 
great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’ That is one thing we must not say. A man who was merely 
man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher, He would either be a lunatic – on the level 
with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 
this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit 
at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any 
patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”  
                                                                                                                                                                – C.S. Lewis 

• Explain the reasoning of C.S .Lewis’ Liar, Lunatic, or Lord approach using the diagram on the next page. 

Jesus Claims to be God 

(Two Alternatives) 

 

                           Claims were FALSE      Claims were TRUE 

He knew His claims  He did not know          He is LORD 
    were FALSE                             His claims were FALSE 

          (Two Alternatives) 

He made a DELIBERATE 
MISREPRESENTATION       You can   You can                                                   
         ACCEPT  REJECT 
He was a LIAR   He was SINCERELY                   
           DELUDED 

He was a HYPOCRITE  He was a LUNATIC 

He was a DEMON 

He was a FOOL for He 
died for it 

• Jesus claimed to be God. He did not leave any other options. His claim to be God must be either true or false and is 
something that should be given serious consideration. Jesus’ question to His disciples, “But who do you say that I 
am?” (Mark 8:29) is also asked of us today. How might this approach be helpful with someone who says that they 
believe in Jesus but does not believe that Jesus is God? 

Prayer 
Take time to focus your gaze on Jesus as the eternal Son of God. Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face. And 
the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace. 


