
 

Aaron and the Golden Calf 
Exodus 32  



Today’s story comes from the book of Exodus in the Bible! It’s about two 
men named Moses and Aaron.  

Moses and Aaron were both players on God’s team, and they had important 
parts to play. God chose Moses to be in charge of leading the Israelites, 
and that was a pretty big job. Aaron was one of Moses’ helpers.  
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One day, Moses had to go UP (everyone jumps up) to a mountain top and 
talk to God, and he left Aaron in charge while he was gone.  

The Israelites felt like Moses had been gone a really long time. They kept 
asking Aaron when he was coming back DOWN (everyone squat down low). As 
more time passed, the Israelites even started to wonder if Moses was the 
right leader for them. 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Eventually, the Israelites were asking Aaron to build them a god they could 
worship while Moses was gone.  

Aaron had an important decision to make—would he work as a team and 
wait for Moses, or would he try to do this alone? Aaron made UP (everyone 
jumps up) his mind, and he did not make the right choice. He told the 
Israelites to go back DOWN (everyone squats down low) to their homes and 
find all of their gold jewelry.  

They left at once to go to gather their gold earrings, and they brought 
them back to Aaron. He used the gold jewelry to make a cow for the 
Israelites to worship! They danced and gave the cow gifts. This was bad 
news!  

How do you think Moses felt when he heard what Aaron and the Israelites 
had done? (Allow responses) Let’s see what happened next! 

Wk 7 - K-3 - Bible Story Cards 3



 



While Moses was UP (everyone jumps up) on the mountain top, the Lord told 
him what was happening with the Israelites. Moses was not happy, and he 
knew he needed to go back DOWN (everyone squats down low) quickly to 
stop the Israelites from worshipping a fake god. 

He quickly gathered UP (everyone jumps up) his things and went back DOWN 
(everyone squats down low) the mountain right away. When he saw what 
was happening, Moses was really angry. 

God is the one who should be worshipped—not a golden cow! He burned the 
cow that the people had made. Then Moses and Aaron left to have a 
serious talk.  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Moses wanted to know why Aaron built a golden cow while he was UP 
(everyone jumps up) on the mountain top. Aaron explained that the people 
were getting impatient while Moses was gone. Aaron knew he did not make 
the right choice and got a lot of people in trouble. He was trying to work 
alone instead of waiting on Moses and working as a team. This was not a 
win for anybody.  

Do you think it’s best to try to work alone or is it better to work with a 
team? (With a team) Yes! Just like Aaron realized he shouldn’t work alone, 
we shouldn’t work alone either! Go ahead, and sit back DOWN (everyone 
sits down)! 
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