
Small Group Discussion Guide       November 10, 2019 
Love Does – Romans 15:8-13 

 

  

Getting Started 

• Share some “next steps” of faith and spiritual growth that you have taken over the past year. Take some time to affirm 
the steps of faith that others in your family and small group have taken as well. 

• What are some “next steps” you sense the Holy Spirit prompting you to take in this coming year? 

Discussion 

Read Romans 15:8-13. 

8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
10 And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12 And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 

This passage affirms the promise that God made to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 that all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed through him. Jesus came to minister to the Jews first so that through Israel, He might be able to minister to the 
Gentiles. 

• Romans 1:16 says “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. Discuss how “To the Jew first” was a principle that was followed in the 
earthly ministry of Christ and in the early ministry of the church.  
 

• In this short passage, there are 4 OT references from the Law, the Psalms and the Prophets related to God’s eternal 
plan of salvation. Discuss how these references summarize the big-picture story from the OT through the early church 
and ending with the return of the Lord Jesus in Revelation. 
 

o Romans 15:9 references 2 Samuel 22:47-50, Psalm 18:49 
     “The Jews glorify God among the Gentiles.” 

o Romans 15:10 references Deuteronomy 32:43 
     “The Gentiles rejoice with the Jews.” 

o Romans 15:11 references Psalm 117:1 
     “All the Jews and Gentiles together praise God.” 

o Romans 15:12 references Isaiah 11:10 
     “Christ shall reign over Jews and Gentiles.” 

If you have limited time to prepare, this 3-step outline is a helpful tool for leading a small group discussion: 

1. Read the text from Sunday’s message. 
2. What did you find most helpful/confusing/new/ that you did not understand from the message? 
3. What were your big takeaways? How will you put these into practice in your life? 
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Considering God’s plan from the beginning to bring Jews and Gentiles together to share in his blessings (Gen. 12:3), 
disunity and contention among believers in a local church is unacceptable. This seems to be Paul’s focus throughout 
Chapters 12-15.  

o What are some ways that we can grow in the way we demonstrate love, acceptance and unity in our church? 
 

o What opportunity to model unifying, Christlike service has God placed before you? 
 

Paul’s final benediction in this letter is a gentle one. What he is asking them to do is not easy—certainly not something to be 
accomplished in the power of human ability. Joy and peace are supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22), 
and any hope they have of learning to love those of a different racial and ethnic background than themselves can only come 
through him. Hope for the present—“Can I truly accept my brother or sister in Christ?”—and hope for the future—“Are my 
efforts going to be consummated in God’s final deliverance from all of life’s stresses and troubles?”—will only overflow in the 
believer as the believer overflows with the Spirit. (Ken Boa) 

• In what ways do you think this final prayer of Paul would have encouraged the believers in the church of Rome? How 
does it encourage you today? 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 
in hope. (Romans 15:13) 

 

Extra study: Find all the places in Romans that reference the word “hope” (i.e., chapter 4, 5, 8, 12, etc.). List them, make 
any observations and summarize what we are to be hoping for.  
 
Use a concordance to look for other references to the word “hope” in the New Testament (i.e., Hebrews 11:1; 1 Peter 1:3-4). 
What conclusions do you draw from your observations? 

 
Prayer 
 
Pray the opening and closing prayers from the section of Romans (12:1 – 15:13) into one another’s lives. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (Romans 12:1-2) 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
hope. (Romans 15:13) 


