
Small Group Discussion Guide       November 17, 2019 
Love Does – Romans 16 

 

  

Getting Started 

• Describe one of your long-standing friendships. 

Discussion 

• Pastor Lee stated that there are certain kinds of people in our lives: those who add, multiply, subtract or divide. Take 
some time to identify these kinds of people in your life. What can you do to value and cultivate relationships with those 
who “add” and “multiply”? 
 
 

• Romans 16:1-16 provides a glimpse into the relational heart of Paul. Twenty-six people are listed. Make observations 
about how Paul describes his friends, the ways he gives a sense of dignity, how diversity and unity is valued across 
ethnicity, gender, etc. 
 

Names Observations 

Phoebe 
Priscilla + Aquilla 
Epenetus 
Mary 
Andronicus + Junia 
Ampliatus 
Urbanus + Stachys 
Apelles 
Household of Aristobulus 
Herodion 
Household of Narcissus 
Tryphena + Tryphosa 
Persis 
Rufus 
Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, 
Patrobas, Hermas 
Philologus, Julia, Nereus, Olympas 

 

 

• Bring to mind a dozen or so of your friends and co-workers. Follow Paul’s example and give a brief summary of what 
you appreciate about each. 
 
 
 

If you have limited time to prepare, this 3-step outline is a helpful tool for leading a small group discussion: 

1. Read the text from Sunday’s message. 
2. What did you find most helpful/confusing/new/ that you did not understand from the message? 
3. What were your big takeaways? How will you put these into practice in your life? 
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• What final warnings does Paul give to the church Rome in verses 17-19 related to those who “subtract” and “divide”? 

 

“Verse 20 holds a certain tension. Enjoying peace and crushing Satan do not sound altogether compatible with each other. But 

God’s peace allows no appeasement of the devil. It is only through the destruction of evil that true peace can be attained. So far 

this victory has been fulfilled only in Christ, since God has put “all things under his feet” (Ephesians 1:22-23; Hebrews 2:8). Yet still 

his exaltation is incomplete, for while he reigns, he also waits for his enemies to be made his footstool (Psalm 110:1). That this will 

happen “soon” is not necessarily a time reference, but rather a statement that God has planned nothing to occupy the space 

between the Ascension and the Second Coming. Meanwhile, the Romans should expect regular interim victories over Satan, 

partial crushing of him under their feet. Such victories would be impossible, however, apart from God’s grace. So Paul adds: “The 

grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.” (John Stott) 

 

• What does it look like for us to be wise about what is good and innocent of what is evil? 
 
 

• Study Paul’s closing prayer of praise in verses 25-27. What does he say about God and the Gospel? 
 
 

• Paul’s prayer begins with the statement that God is able to “establish” us by the gospel. In what ways has our study 
through the book of Romans this year helped to establish your faith? 

 

 
Prayer 

Here are the A, B, C’s to develop love within the body Christ shared by Chuck Swindoll.  

A. Accept one another (value diversity within the church) 
 

B. Become a servant … Ask what you can do to help. 
 

C. Cultivate esteem for others (communicate value and worth) 
 

D. Demonstrate your love 
 
Take some time to pray about developing a deeper love for others within our church while praising God for His wisdom. 
Thank God for the ways you have grown through our study in Romans over the past year. 
 
 

 


