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We’re in a series called BROKE.  I was sort of poking around and I read this fact this week that the word 
“broke” is in the lower fifty percent of words searched for.  Yeah.  We don’t like to talk about broke 
because normally when we talk about broke we’re referring to a broken heart or broke financially, 
neither good.  The reason why we’re chatting about it these two weeks is because there is a spiritual 
principle centered around this word broke that is counterintuitive to the negative thought of broke that 
God says we need to be broke.  I told you last week that the verse that is just central to this is 
Psalm 51:17, it’s on the screen behind me. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will 
not despise. 

~ PSALM 51:17 

The spiritual principle is we need to be people with a heart that is broke towards God.  I want us to help 
us grasp that today because it is in contrast to our normal way of thinking.  Our normal way of thinking 
is I’m good.  I’m doing well.  I’ve got it going on and if it looks like I don’t, it’s just – I need to reformat 
everything that I’m saying so that you can understand how good I am, how great everything is, and how 
I’ve got it all going on.  I threw up two charts on the screen last week to sort of put this in perspective; 
I’m going to do that again this week.  So the first chart that I’m going to throw up is the one called 
Proud People.  You know, God hates pride.  Ever since Satan fell from Heaven anything that has to do 
with pride God’s constantly pushing back on. 

 
Isn’t that the constant situation we find ourselves in?  Constantly looking at what other situations are, 
how they’re being treated, how they’re treating others, what their situation is, what they’ve got, what 
they have—and comparing to what we have because we are always sort of in this game that we’re trying 
to get on top of the pile.  Proud people focus on the failures of others, that’s why where just this natural 
tendency to constantly come back and mention someone else and not what we think they should be.  I 
think it’s a draw that each one of us has because of this issue of pride that falls on each one of us so 
easily.  And proud people are living lives for the benefit of ourselves.  Whatever it takes, I’m out for me.  
And you’ll talk to a lot of people that’ll be just very out there with that and say that; that that’s what I 
do, I’m here to take care of myself because if I don’t care of myself, no one else will. 

Flip side, take you to the next chart, broke people.  Broke people compare themselves with God.  Think 
with me a moment—God is perfect, God is holy, God is righteous—I look at God and I realize I’m not.  
I’m not perfect, I’m not holy, I’m not righteous.  If you ever mess up, someone’s real quick to say, 
“You’re only human.”  No, in this moment we recognize that I only put my eyes on God and I realize 
that I fall short of that and here’s the key phrase—and I’m in need of mercy from the only One who can 
give that mercy, the perfect, holy, righteous One.  So broken people compare ourselves with God and 
realize that we’re in need of mercy.   
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And we’re overwhelmed by our spiritual need.  We realize, “UH!  How is it that I don’t get this?  How 
is it that I have messed up again?  How is it that I’m not where I’m supposed to be?”  And then finally, 
broken people live for the benefit of others.  They realize this isn’t about me, this isn’t about my 
comfort, it isn’t about me getting to the top of the pile.  It’s about me helping other people get to the top 
of the pile.  It’s helping other people be blessed.  It’s helping other people be successful.  That’s what 
broke people do because they realize I don’t have anything to offer, I want to care and make other 
people better.  Back to our verse, Psalm chapter 51, verse 17: 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will 
not despise. 

~ PSALM 51:17 

Again, so I gave you those two charts, I sort of walked you through what a broken person looks like, 
someone that’s in need of God, recognizes that they’re not all that and need God.  In order to help you 
understand this verse and just bring this into full color for you today, here’s what I want to do.  I want 
you to know what happened as the back story behind this. 

David, King of Israel, remember David and Goliath?  The little shepherd boy that comes up, this is 
David, he becomes the greatest king that Israel had.  Israel was originally set out to not have a king, 
they’d be under God, but then they wanted to be like all the other countries around them and demanded 
a king.  So they get these kings and they realized that once they had a king, whoa, we don’t like having a 
king because kings can cause things to happen and, uh, we don’t like this.  But David was the best king 
that Israel ever had.  He had more military victories for Israel than any of the other kings.  He led in the 
worship of the LORD.  He feared God.  He was ruling for the glory of God—and yet, David was also one 
of these guys that made some really big mistakes in his life and came up way short.  And that’s what 
leads to this verse you see up on the screen, Psalm 51.   

So let me tell you the back story, you’re familiar with it, many of you are, you’ve heard of this story of 
David and Bathsheba.  David’s king of Israel, he is the commander of the armies of Israel that have gone 
out to war; he’s back at home in Jerusalem, they’re fighting a battle.  He’s one night standing out on the 
roof of his home looking down over the other roofs of the houses around him—and if you’ve ever been 
in Jerusalem you sort of notice that just wherever you’re at, you’re always looking down on other 
roofs—and there on a roof of a house nearby him was a woman who was bathing.  And he looked down 
there and he made a decision that would impact the rest of his life.  He talked to the guys that he was 
with, he said to them go get her, bring her up to me.1   

                                                 
1 See 2 Samuel chapter 11 
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She comes up to him and before they know it she has conceived a child.  And he realizes I have a 
problem here, I need to cover this up.  I need to hide this.  I need to make this go away.  I can’t have 
people knowing that this happened.  And so he actually sends for her husband Uriah who’s out on the 
front lines of battle to come to him; he’s going to “brief” him and have some conversations about the 
battle with him.  And so he [Uriah] comes in and he [David] has some conversations with him, and he 
[David] says, “Okay, go home to your wife” [hoping that they will have relations and Bathsheba’s 
pregnancy can be attributed to her husband Uriah].  But he finds out that Uriah doesn’t do this; he 
realizes that out of honor there’s no way he [Uriah] is going to enjoy the comforts of home and his wife 
when all of his friends are out fighting a war, so he doesn’t go in to his wife.  David’s like, uh, this isn’t 
what I wanted. 

David has to rework the plan and the next night he has this banquet and he works to get Uriah drunk and 
he goes, “Surely when he goes home now this will do what needs to happen.”  And he finds out this guy, 
his mind is committed to not doing that out of honor for the friends on the front line and he doesn’t go in 
to his wife.  And David realizes again this isn’t working, so he basically writes a letter and sends it out 
with Uriah [to give to Joab, commander of  David’s armies] to the front line and says [to Joab] put this 
guy right in the front line and he [Joab] sends him [Uriah] to the front line to get killed, and he gets 
killed.  And then David sees himself as being free.  He backs off, he marries Bathsheba, and he thinks 
everything’s settling down now, everything’s being quiet, and problem over, took care of business. 

And then this guy by the name of Nathan, he’s a prophet, shows up to David and tells him a little story.  
You know, it’s sort of this story of a rich guy/poor guy story.  The rich guy has lots of sheep and herds 
and has about everything he could ever want.  The poor guy, he only has one lamb and he has loved this 
one lamb and raised this one lamb as if this lamb was a child.  And the rich guy has friends coming over 
for dinner and he doesn’t want to use any of his herd, so he goes and steals the lamb from the poor guy.  
And Nathan says to David, “David, what would you do about this?”  He [David] goes, “That guy, that 
rich guy, he needs to be put to death.  That’s crazy!  You don’t do that.”  And Nathan looks at David and 
says, “You are that man.”2  And all of a sudden in that moment David realizes his sin and what is taking 
place.  And Nathan says, “Oh, and your child that you have conceived is going to die.”  Overwhelming.   

And what David says next is so important.  Proud people say, “I didn’t do that.  I don’t know what 
you’re talking about.”  “Whoa!  Whoa!  Whoa!  You don’t understand.  What really happened was…”  
And David immediately responds by saying, “I have sinned.  I have sinned against the LORD.”  And it is 
that that is the backdrop to Psalm 51.   

I’m thinking maybe you might have Psalm 51 open in your Bible.  If you do, it would be great if you 
could just look at that a moment.  I really want to get again to this verse, verse 17, but before I get there 
I just want to look at verse 1 because this is what broken people do.  Broke people say God, I need your 
mercy.  I’m in spiritual need—remember that from our chart? 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin! 

~ PSALM 51:1-2 

By the way, if you’ve come in here today and you’re going, “Wow, I can’t believe this is what you’re 
talking about.”  You have—you’re overwhelmed by those things in your life that you’ve gone astray on 
and they’ve sort of caught up with you.  Hear these words, hear from a loving God that says He’ll blot 

                                                 
2 See 2 Samuel chapter 12 
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out your sins and your transgressions and your iniquities, a steadfast, loving, merciful God.  And that’s 
who David cries out to.  It should if anything today cause us to go, “Oh, thank you, God.”  Remember, a 
broke person compares themselves with God, and when we compare ourselves with God we’re 
depending on His love and His mercy.  When we’re depending on ourselves, we’re depending on “I’ve 
got this.  I can gear up.  I can rise above this.  I can spin the words.  I can spin the situation.  I can replay 
the video in a way that looks a little bit different.  Everything will be fine.”  A broke person says, “God, 
I need your mercy.  I get it, I know where I’m at, I know my spiritual need, I need your mercy.”  And 
that’s what David says.  In fact, he says in verse 4: 

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 

He recognizes that when we do what we do it’s an offense to Almighty God.  Verse 5 says: 

5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

~ PSALM 51:4a & 5 

In other words, I was born with sin.  I have a sin nature in me.  Something that we have been taught—
this is what the Scripture teaches us—that is within each of us.  So this is a statement, this is a passage, 
this is going to be a principle that is for all of us because we were all born with a sin nature.   

And then I’ll take you to verse 15.  I love this, as he’s feeling the mercy and the love and the forgiveness 
of God, verse 15 he says: 

15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.   

— but what happens here in verse 16 is really important — 

16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a 
burnt offering.   

— and then it is right after that that he says I know what You want; You want a broken spirit and You 
want a broken and contrite heart — 

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will 
not despise. 

~ PSALM 51:15-17 

Very simply, this is what this text is saying.  David, coming out of this time where he is horrified over 
what he has done and what has come as a result of what he’s done, he’s looking at God going, “God, I 
would love to do something right now.  If I could come and put a sacrifice on the altar, if I could come 
and do something right now, I would love to do that.  But I know, God, that’s not how You work.  God, 
I know You’re looking at my heart.  I know You want to know what’s 
really going on deep inside of me.  And God, You know when my 
heart is broke before You.”  And this is the principle:  I recognize my 
spiritual need.  I recognize that I am 100% dependent on You, God.  I 
own my stuff.  It is all You that I depend on right now, God.  What a 
great spot to be in.   

Depending on myself I’m a proud person.  I’m constantly trying to cover up my lies.  I’m trying to 
create a new one.  I’m trying to make sure that all these lies are married together, and I’m trying to 
scramble to stay on top of the pile so that nothing could happen to be pushed down and to be looked 
upon as something lesser than what I want to be looked on.  As opposed to just going, “God, I know 

PRINCIPLE: 
I recognize my spiritual need—

that I am 100% dependent  
on God. 
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what I am, I’m a sinner.  God, I need your grace and I need your mercy.”  And when I feel that grace 
and I feel that mercy, once again, I am brought to where I need to be.   

You would think that someone who has gone through what David has gone through what David went 
through here with Bathsheba that that might be the end of it.  That you realize I can’t have this in my life 
anymore.  I need to trust God, I need to obey God.  I don’t want to keep going through this.  But the 
reason why David makes for such a phenomenal illustration of a heart for God is because he’s like us 
and he’s not some super guy.  He’s a guy that continues to fall because he has a sin nature, but when he 
does he responds to God in such an amazing way. 

In chapter 24—by the way, the story I just told you is in 2nd Samuel, chapters 11 and 12—the story I’m 
about ready to tell you is in 2nd Samuel chapter 24.  David had been told by God, “Listen, I don’t want 
you to count your troops.  We’re not going to keep track of them by numbers.  And the reason why 
we’re not going to keep track of them by numbers is because I want You to trust Me.”  I’m pretty sure 
that probably if you looked at the numbers of how many troops David 
had versus how many troops the opposing armies had it was probably 
very disparate.  And so probably God said if you knew how many the 
other side had, you’d be scared and you might make some rash decisions.  
All I want you to do right now is trust Me that I’ve got it, so don’t count 
the troops.  Well, something happens in David’s head—he’s looking at 
the situation, he’s looking at the playbook, someone mentions something 
to him, he thinks through something—and he decides I need to count the 
troops.   

We’ve been here, right?  We know what we’re supposed to do, we know what God has said we’re 
allowed to do, we know that we’re supposed to trust God, but something in the back of our head says, “I 
probably need to step through this.  I understand that’s what God says but, this is 2018.  I don’t know if 
the Bible was written when people were traveling like I’m traveling.  I don’t know if the Bible was 
written when social norms were like they are today.  I need to step through this.”  And so you just go do 
your own thing.  And that’s what David does and he doesn’t trust that God’s got this. 

Just like the last time when the prophet Nathan shows up, a different guy shows up this time and speaks 
to David and says you’re out of line.  And David right away he owns it, just like he did the last time.  He 
realizes I’m wrong, I have sinned.  But this time God says there’s going to be a punishment for this.  
Well, you remember last time, your son’s gonna die.  This time this punishment He gives him a choice 
of punishments.  Can you imagine?  I’ll oftentimes wonder, you know, is what I’m going through a 
punishment from God or are these natural consequences, what is this?  Well, this was a punishment from 
God.  God is announcing that it is, and oh by the way, David, you get to choose your punishment.  And 
in chapter 24 of 2 Samuel He gives him three options.  Listen to these options, He says you get to 
choose:   

1.  You can have three years of famine.   

I don’t know about you, but I don’t like that one.  Three years sounds like a long time and not having 
food sounds like a horrific thing.  I like food a lot, so, I’m a no to that one.  

2. Three months of fleeing from your enemies.   

Well, three months is better than three years, we’re getting better.  What’s the third one? 

3. The third one is three days of plague.   
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David’s smart, he looks at it, three years, three months, three days – I’ll take the three days.  And in 
those three days 70,000 people die of the plague.  And David is just distraught and he responds to God 
in chapter 24 of 2 Samuel, verse 17.  He says: 

17 Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who was striking the people, and 
said, “Behold, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they 
done?  Please let your hand be against me and against my father's house.” 

~ 2 SAMUEL 24:17 

I’m the one who has sinned.  I’m the one who has done wrong.  These are just sheep, what have they 
done?  And he says, “Let your hand fall on me.  Do something with me; don’t keep on killing these 
people” — which, well, one of the things that is very clear in this whole little scenario that you’re seeing 
played out, the actual situation that actually happened, is a real rebuke to something that we hear all the 
time is that, “What I’m about ready to do isn’t going to affect anyone else so 
it’s okay.  This is my little deal, it’s my little sin, and I get that it’s wrong, but 
it’s not going to affect anyone.”  David finds out that when he sinned it 
affected a lot of people.  A lot of people died as a result of that sin.  One of the 
things we say around here a lot is sin splashes—it impacts others.  And 
David’s sin splashed and impacted a whole lot of others and 70,000 died.  

So all of a sudden he gets his marching orders, well, what should I do, what can I do?  And God says, 
“Here’s what I want you to do.  I want you to go to the threshing floor of Araunah and I want you to 
build an altar to Me there.”  Let me tell you what the threshing floor of Araunah is.  It was just a farming 
place where they would thresh wheat and it was owned by a guy by the name of Araunah.  And as far as 
we know, Araunah was not any kind of a God follower or anything like this, but Araunah understands 
what’s going on in the country, so as David is approaching and Araunah sees him, David says, “I need 
this threshing floor.”  And Araunah’s, you know, he’s all about it.  First of all, it’s the King asking.  And 
second of all, all this death that’s going on, whatever you need I’m here to help with, go ahead and take 
it, it’s yours.  It’s yours for free. 

I don’t know about you, but I’m all about free.  I like free a lot.  And here he is in this situation, take 
what you can get, let’s roll, let’s get things moving forward.  And David looks back at Araunah and says 
something that is extremely important and I want to read to you from 2nd Samuel 24:24, he says this, 
“No, I won’t take it for free.” 

24 But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy it from you for a price.  

— and then he says this — 

I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing.” So David 
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 

~ 2 SAMUEL 24:24 

He goes there to make a sacrifice.  He could’ve made it.  God didn’t say rent it, borrow it, steal it, buy it.  
David says I will buy it and I will pay you greatly for it because I don’t want to offer something to my 
God that wasn’t costly.  What you’ll find interesting about this location, this threshing floor of Araunah 
that David buys in this thing and spends a lot of money to buy and later on even buys more, well, let me 
run forward a bit.  Later on his son Solomon would build the most magnificent temple of worship to 
God in that place.  And I don’t know if we fully grasp that word “worship” so let me go backwards a 
little bit.  Well, actually a lot bit. 
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You may remember the name Abraham, this is before the nation of Israel is even formed.  It would 
come out of this that the nation of Israel would be formed, but you go all the way back to Abraham.  
And God says to Abraham, “Hey, this son that you’ve had that was born in your old age, miraculous, a 
gift from Me, I want you to take him up onto the mountain and I want you to sacrifice him to Me.”  
Abraham without thinking about it, Genesis3 tells us the very next morning he gets up and heads for the 
mountain; gathers some wood and gathers everything he needs and heads for the mountain.  Half way up 
the mountain he stops and all the guys that are with him, that are helping him up to the mountain to take 
his son to be sacrificed up there, and they don’t all understand what’s going on, Abraham says to those 
people, you need to stop here because the boy and I, we need to go up to the mountain to worship God. 

And he leaves them all behind and he heads up to the mountain.  On the way up the boy says, “I see we 
have everything, but I don’t see that we have an animal to sacrifice.”  And Abraham looks at him and 
says, “God will provide.”  When Abraham said to those guys that he left behind, “We will go up onto 
the mountain, the boy and I, to worship God,” it was the first time the word “worship” was used in the 
Bible.4  And to me I sense that we get an idea of what worship is in that moment.  We often think 
worship is singing a bunch of songs in here, maybe praying, maybe bowing our head.  Sometimes we 
have words on buildings and rooms like this that say Worship Center.  Worship is when we give 
something of great value to God, when we ascribe things that matter a lot to us, when we give Him the 
thing that is worth the most to us.  And here with Abraham going up this mountain to sacrifice his son, 
this was the thing that mattered the most to him.   

And you’ll remember the rest of the story there, at just about the time when he was about ready to 
sacrifice his son God says, “No, no, no, no, no.  I was testing you to see, now I know that you believe.  I 
know that you have that faith.”  And He had a ram in the bush and in that moment Abraham realizes yes, 
God will provide.  Later on the Bible will say Abraham had so much faith that he believed that even if 
he had sacrificed his son there, there would have been a resurrection.5  It was a powerful moment. 

What’s crazy about that story about Abraham and Isaac, that happened in the exact same place as this 
threshing floor of Araunah took place which was the same place that ultimately this magnificent temple 
of worship to God would be built.  In this place where great faith had taken place, where worship had 
occurred bringing God the thing that mattered most to Abraham, David would pay a spectacular price to 
purchase this place so that he could come worship God, and he says I will not give to God something 
that cost me nothing. 

I was thinking earlier in the week, When have I ever been in a spot in my life where I have given God 
something that was so extravagant that it cost me a lot?  That I just recognized, whoa, whoa… whoa, 
whoa, whoa, whoa.  We oftentimes will throw something in the bucket, oftentimes we’ll give God 
something of our time, or maybe we’ll give a little bit more, or maybe even we’re at a place where we 
say, “Yeah, I’m giving the tithe,” the ten percent, which seems to be a starting place, and we just have 
that in motion and just, you know, I honor you for doing that.  But I was asking myself this week, Have I 
ever gone to that place where I’ve gone to a place where this really hurts?  Where David says I want to 
worship You, God, so much I want to give you thee most valuable thing to me.  I want to give you lots of 
that most valuable thing.  And I was trying to think through what is an illustration of that in my life?  
And then something happened to me this week that was unexpected, so I gotta tell you the story. 

                                                 
3  See Genesis chapter 22 
4 In most Bible translations, a few translations cite Genesis 4:26 as the first occurrence of the word “worship” (i.e., NLT, MSG, CEV) 
5  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only 

son,  of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the 
dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.   ~ HEBREWS 11:17-19 
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I tell you these kinds of stories all the time because so much happens in my 
world at Costco.  [Laughter]  I am praying that they’ll get one in Exton.  If 
you have any control over that, see me, I will work with you.  I may go 
broke if we have one here in Exton, but—Costco, I don’t know why but 
[he shrugs] since they’re all over the country it’s the one place where me 
and my family over the years have gone to have fun.  We go there to play, we eat snacks, they have free 
snacks, they entertain the people at the snack things, we goof around.  We have just tremendous amounts 
of fun there and then we buy stuff, too, once in a while.  And so Costco is an awesome place for us. 

So my son was home from college this weekend and he was on the drums here this morning, and we 
were like, “Well, what do you wanna do?”  Well, whenever we say that in our family the idea is well, 
let’s go to Costco.  So mom’s working and Matthew and I go to Costco.  And so we were thinking on 
the way there what would we like to buy when we’re at Costco, is there anything we want to buy 
because we also like the research process and the chase to find what we want to buy.  And so we decided 
that in the mudroom of our house, every time we come in the shoes are all over the place and mom is a 
neat freak, that doesn’t do well with mom, so we’d try to find ourselves a shoe rack.  And so we thought 
we had seen those at Costco before so went to the back and found a shoe rack.  The problem was is that 
all they had was the display model, they didn’t have any others, and there was no price on the display 
model.  No problem.  This will be fun.   

So we grabbed the display model and we go up to the front to manager’s desk.  The problem is, as you 
know, this week is a crazy shopping week, so we get in a lonnnng line up front there, but we don’t care.  
Matthew and I are there for the experience.  We are there to have fun.  We are goofing around, we’re 
having a blast, so we don’t care how long it is.  In fact, I think we sort of lost track of time because we 
were goofing around so much that we didn’t even recognize that we had been waiting there a long time 
when a manager finally comes to us and says, “I am so sorry.  You all have been waiting so patiently.  I 
apologize.  Our mistake for making you wait so long.”  I was like, “Aw, it’s fine, it’s fine.”  “What can 
we do for you?”  “Well, we need a price for this.”  What I didn’t realize is that long time that we had 
already waited was just about ready to be multiplied.   

For the next 40 minutes, I think, we stood there and they couldn’t find this product in their computer 
system.  And more and more people were coming over and trying to help and they’re all typing in a code 
and they’re calling other stores and no one has this.  And we’re goofing around and Matthew’s like, “I 
think someone probably just brought it in here and stuck it on the shelf.  You’ve never probably never 
sold it.”  And there’s not a barcode on this product anywhere, there’s not a tag anywhere on this product, 
and they’re all feeling bad.  We don’t care.  They keep on apologizing.  “Aw, it’s fine, don’t worry 
about it.”  And we’re just goofing around, laughing, and finally they come to a conclusion, “Hey, we’ll 
sell it for this much.  Would you pay that much for it?”  And we negotiated a little bit back and forth, a 
little bit of horse trading at Costco, and finally came to a final price.  I handed them my credit card, they 
swiped it, and Matthew says, “Give me the key, I’ll run that out to the car,” because I had a few other 
things I had to pick up yet. 

What happened next was what I wasn’t expecting.  Just before he left to take this out to the car this one 
lady walked up to me and she was sort of working around and helping with 
trying to get codes and numbers, but she wasn’t the main person we were 
interfacing with.  She goes, “Do you want something from the snack bar?”  
I’m like, oh-ho-ho-ho-ho!  [Laughter]  “Sure!”  She goes, “How about a 
pizza?”  I’m like, whoa!  Costco’s being super generous tonight.  This is 
awesome!  I’m like, “Yeah.”  She goes, “What kind of pizza?”  I said, 
“Pepperoni.”  She goes, “Extra pepperoni?”  I said, “Extra pepperoni, extra 

Photo credit: Costco.com
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cheese, bring it on!  Thank you.”  And so she goes up to the counter and 
Matthew and I looked at each other and our eyes get all big and we’re like, 
“Score!”  I’m like, man, I wouldn’t have waited 40 minutes for a pizza, that’s 
like awesome.  I can’t believe this.  This is a great moment.  It would be 
fabulous to go home and tell how we scored a pizza at Costco.  I’ve never 
done that before.  I’ve scored little snacks, but never a pizza at Costco before.   

And so a moment later the lady walks back to us and she hands me a little 
receipt and I’m glancing down at the receipt, I’m expecting to see it like a 
comp thing on there because she, you know, she’s an employee there, and the 
full price is written on there and I see her putting change into her pocket.  
And she says, “It’ll be ready in 10 minutes.  You’ll need to give them this 

receipt to get the pizza.”  And I’m like, “Whoa!  Whoa!  Whoa!  Wait a 
minute.  You didn’t pay for this with your own money, did you?”  She goes, 
“Yeah, yeah, no.”  I said, “You can’t do that.”  And she like jets away from 
me and heads over to the cash register where she opens up and says, “I’ll 
take the next person,” and starts ringing someone up. 

And Matthew and I all of a sudden we go from big eyes and score to 
looking at each other with these scared looking faces, like, “Oh, no.  Oh, no.  She just gave 
of her own money?”  I mean, it was cool if it was Costco, they have gazillions of dollars.  
Right?  I mean, they can afford a few pizzas.  She just gave of her own money?  She’s 
standing over at the cash register.  I don’t know what to do.  I’m just feeling awkward.  She 

paid a lot of money so my boy and I could have a pizza.  I could afford a pizza.  I could, I’m like, I don’t 
know what to do.   I gotta tell you, I mean, ever since then, I mean, it’s just, I keep replaying this in my 
head.  I’ve been thinking, I wonder what she makes an hour?  It’s probably an hour’s worth of work.  
For the next hour she’d be standing there bringing people up and dealing with mean customers so that 
Matthew and I could eat a pizza?   

I mean, I like the pizza, but I’ve had pizza before.  This was something more than a pizza.  This wasn’t 
just a pizza; something someone did from their heart is all I could get out, the only thing I could think 
and I almost didn’t know how to grasp that.  I mean, I’m thinking as I’m walking out, Should I go buy 
her a gift card and slip it to one of the manager’s and say give it to her?  Well, no, she… her heart 
wanted to give.  Like, how cool is that?  I struggle receiving that.  I’m blown away not because I got a 
pizza.  If it had been just Costco giving it to me that would have been pretty cool, but something had 
radically changed from just Costco transactionally giving me a pizza to this person out of a heart for us 
for—I don’t understand why—out of her own money, something that cost her dearly, handing my son 
and I a pizza.  

And as I was struggling with that all of a sudden I thought of this verse again.  I’ve been trying to think 
of something that explains this all week long and this explains it.  Can you imagine what it’s like for the 
heart of God when we give to Him out of a heart of love?  David said there in Psalm 51, “God, you’re 
not looking for sacrifices.  You’re not looking for these performance-based things.  You’re looking for a 
heart.”  I mean, God doesn’t need our pizza.  Whatever it is that we write on that check, pull out of our 
wallet, put into the thing on our phone—He doesn’t need that, He owns everything!  So why is it that I 
can give something back to Him today that means anything?  All of a sudden I see, wow, what a 
difference between a transactional experience and a heart-related experience.  David said I will not give 
to God unless it costs me something. 

Score! 
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Here was my worry coming in there and just being transparent with you.  To say this to you today, 
here’s what it sort of sounds like:  “Why don’t you give a costly gift, like more than what you normally 
give to God, and put it in the buckets here today before you leave.”  I worry that you would look at me 
and think, You’ve got some sort of a motive behind that.  I beg of you, if for some reason you’re pretty, 
like, biased like that and you think that’s the case with me, that’s cool.  I don’t even know my own heart, 
that’s what this whole broke thing is saying.  I’m a broke, messed up guy so that may be the case.  But 
seriously, even if you’re not convinced that I’m legit and you don’t want to put it in this bucket or mail it 
in or on the computer, however you do it, do it somewhere.  Especially if it comes from a heart.  If it 
comes from a transactional thing, I think sometimes we have to get disciplined and get into that 
discipline, I think that’s awesome, but can you imagine if this was coming from a heart of love to God?   

A crazy little pizza just is overwhelming me this week.  Three days later and I’m still thinking about it.  
I can’t get it out of my head.  And when the God of the universe looks at our heart He says, “That’s what 
I’m looking for.” 

Forgiveness was given.  I had nothing to do with buying that spot.  What God was looking at was a 
heart. In fact, I want to read one more verse to you, it’s from Acts.  New Testament of your Bible, 
looking back, thinking about this guy that had died lots of years before, this is what Acts chapter 13, 
verse 22 says: 

22 And when he had removed him [Saul], he raised up David to be their king, of whom he 
testified and said, ‘I have found in David  

— so King David — 

the son of Jesse a man after my heart,  

— that’s how God described David — 

who will do all my will.’ 

— listen to what happened next — 

23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 

~ ACTS 13:22-23 

I don’t know about you, but I put all of this together; here we are entering into a Christmas season out of 
this Thanksgiving season as a person realizes I needed that Savior.  And as I hear God going, “I’m all 
about the heart,” as we’re going to be giving out of big hearts this Christmastime, God’s saying, “What 

is your heart towards Me?”  We’re going to show our 
hearts towards each other a lot this Christmastime.  
Maybe even what we’ve just shared will cause us to think 
differently about how we even love each other during this 
time and our heart for each other.  But to hear David 
saying a man forgiven much, I want to give something 
that cost a lot to God.  God’s looking inside at our hearts, 
because He knows performance-wise we’re going to fail, 
He’s looking in to see the heart we have. 

I encourage you, I encourage you to really take this and grab it and think about it; this principle, God is 
looking for broke hearts soft to Him. 
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Lord God, 

We are a prideful people.  We live among a prideful people.  We are drawn to be prideful 
constantly and we confess that to You.  As broke people, we confess to You that we are in great, 
great big need.  And yet, as grateful people we come here and we just raise our hands to You in 
worship.   

We worship that which matters the most to us, and so in a moment as we give back to You we 
want that to be part of our worship and we want it to say to You, “I love You, Jesus.  This comes 
from my heart.  Thank you for forgiving me.  Thank you for loving me.” 

It’s in Your Name we pray.  Amen. 

 
Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/302701261  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/9Y4oLA3h5mg  
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