
Small Group Discussion Guide       March 3, 2019 
Speak Truth – Romans 2:17-29 

 

  

Getting Started 

Review what we have learned over the past 2 weeks … 

• Who was Paul speaking to in 1:18-32 and 2:1-16? Why are both groups without excuse before a holy God? 
 

• Discuss what John Stott says about this chapter … 

“The message from chapter 2 is relevant for us today. If we judge others, we should be able to judge ourselves (2:1-3). If we 
teach others, we should be able to teach ourselves (2:21-24). If we set ourselves up as either teachers or judges of others, 
we can have no excuse if we don’t teach or judge ourselves. We cannot possibly plead ignorance. On the contrary, we 
invite God’s condemnation of our hypocrisy.”                        – John Stott 

 
Discussion 
 

• In 2:17-20, Paul begins by identifying 5 sources of religious arrogance for Jews. Discuss why Jews may have thought 
that they were superior to Gentiles. What is wrong with this thinking? 
 
1. Their title: 

 
2. Their possession of the Law: 

 
3. Their unique relationship with God: 

 
4. The knowledge of God’s will: 

 
5. Their responsibility to instruct the nations: 

 

In 2:21-24, Paul asks five pointed questions to bring evidence of guilt against the source of the Jew’s religious pride. 

1. You … who teach another, do you not teach yourself? 
 

2. You who preach that one shall not steal, do you steal? 
 

3. You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? 
 

4. You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 
 

5. You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 
 

• What dd Jesus have to say about the letter of the Law versus the heart? How are Christians sometimes guilty of these 
same things?  

Note: Paul’s purpose in this section is to help his Jewish readers understand that their religion does nothing to transform 
them. Behaving correctly on the outside will do nothing to cleanse the inside. That’s the definition of religion, doing external 
things to make the inner person worthy of salvation. 
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• Paul then shifts to the topic of circumcision. What is the relationship between circumcision and keeping the Law.  
(2:25-29)?  
 

• What does it mean to have a circumcised heart? 
 

• In what ways do you seek praise from men, and in what ways from God (2:29)? How would seeking praise only from 
God affect your actions at home or work? Think of at least one specific example and act on it. 

 
The Bible teaches that circumcision is but an outward symbol of what should be true on the inside. God cares more about 
“circumcision of the heart” (Deut 10:16, 30:6; Jer 4:4), in which followers show honor to His character by being like Him, by 
obeying His Law.     – Chuck Swindoll 

 

Take time for self-examination. We posses many of the same privileges stated in 2:17-21. Pray about your responses to 

these questions that reflect not just what we know to be the “correct answer” but what is the reality of your heart and that of 

the church today. 

1. Our title … When we take on the title of “Christian”, who receives the glory, God or self? 
 

2. Possession of divine truth … Do we behave as though God’s truth doesn’t apply to us or that we have somehow 
risen above the need for grace? 
 

3. Our unique relationship with God … In what do we “boast” – that is, “assign credit” – the grace of God or our own 
merits? 
 

4. Our knowledge of God’s will … Are we simply biding our time until end-time events usher in the next age, or are we 
actively taking part in God’s plan to reach our world with the good news and fill it with His righteousness? 
 

5. Our responsibility to instruct the nations … As we teach. Memorize, and quote Scripture, do we practice the truth 
we preach so that the world might be won, virtually without a word? 

 

Prayer 

 


