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Three words that could have changed everything:  "Sir, we remember…" that He said He'd rise.  

Three words that changed everything:  HE IS ALIVE.  [APPLAUSE]  Happy Easter Calvary!  He has 

risen from the dead.  He is alive today and we worship Him.  We praise Him and we lift His name 

up high in this place.  Welcome online, so good to see you, thank you all for being here this 

morning.   

In our Bibles in the book of Matthew Chapter 27 Jesus has been crucified and a group of people that 

arrive and this is what they say, Matthew Chapter 27, verse 62: 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, "Sir, we remember how that impostor 

said, while he was still alive, 'After three days I will rise.' 64 Therefore order the 

tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away 

and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse 

than the first." 65 Pilate said to them, "You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as 

secure as you can." 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone 

and setting a guard. 

– MATTHEW 27:62-66 (ESV) 

They knew what Jesus had said.  Three times in the book of Matthew—Matthew alone records 

Matthew Chapter 16, Chapter 17, Matthew Chapter 20—records Jesus' words saying I am going to 

go to Jerusalem and there I am going to be treated so harshly by the scribes and the chief priests of 

the people that I'm going to be killed, and on the third day after having been dead I am going to rise 

again from the dead.  Three times.  Three times He said He's gonna die, He's gonna be buried, and 

He's gonna raise.  And that is the Gospel; that is the Good 

News.  Jesus kept on proclaiming it over and over.  Jesus did 
not come to the world to make social change, to make this place 

a little better place.  It had already been stained by sin that had 

taken everything in this world away from what it was originally 

meant to be.  No, Jesus came into this world to save people – 

you and me; to save sinners – you and me, from our sin. Jesus 

hung on a cross and paid a debt that He did not owe to forgive a 

people who could not pay a debt that they did owe.   

Jesus had a real problem with the religiousness of our world.  He did not like religion, and the 

religious leaders did not like Him.  And after He died they come to a guy by the name of Pilate who 

was the Roman governor over Judea, he had been placed there to manage the Jews and to deal with 

them.  And these religious leaders that did not like Jesus come to Pilate, he'd been in power for 

about 10 years, he had found Jesus to be blameless, he found no guilt in Him.  He did not want to 

crucify Jesus.  His wife had even warned him about a dream that she had.  He was the guy who said, 

"What is truth?" 1 about the One who said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one 

comes to the Father, but by me." 2  And these religious leaders, they come to Pilate, this Roman 

governor, this political figure, and they say there is an imposter.   

                                                 
1  John 18:38 (ESV):  Pilate said to him, "What is truth?"  After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, "I 

find no guilt in him." 
2  Reference:  John 14:6 (RSV) 
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They never wanted to accept Jesus as the Messiah.  And so when people want to negate something 

they label it, and they called Him an imposter and they wanted to do something at this point.  And 

that's why they come to Pilate asking Him do something because we are fearful that He's going to 

rise from the dead—even though they didn't believe it.   

I get it, resurrection is hard to believe because we haven't seen a resurrection.  We haven't 

experienced a resurrection.  We haven't been able to repeat that for all to see.  In fact, if you went on 

a research project and interviewed every funeral director in the nation, or for that matter every 

funeral director in the world, you couldn't get a testimony that was verifiable that someone that they 

had that they were sure was dead rose from the dead.  Wouldn't happen.  So I understand for some 

who hear this about the resurrection there's either the tendency to say, "I don't believe that," or to 

say, "That's a nice story, and we can just sort of make it into this metaphorical thing about 

resurrection, but I'm not sure that ever a physical resurrection took place."  I understand how this 

might be hard for you.   

These guys that said, "Sir, we remember…" He said He's going to rise.  They were clear they did not 

believe.  With that said, they throw a little curveball in their unbelief because they go to Pilate, this 
political figure, and they consider the possibility that He could rise from the dead.  They had seen 

that what He had said was that He would go to Jerusalem, that He would die and that He'd be dead 

for three days, and they're like all that came true, now we just want to make sure that He doesn't rise.  

They actually considered the possibility that He could rise.  And so I want to say to you today:  

What if it did happen and would you be willing to consider that fact and allow that fact to touch 

your life today? 

One thing I tell people all the time, if you're struggling with unbelief or you're struggling with 

something that you're just not sure of – tell it to God.  Tell it to God right now, "I'm struggling 

believing this.  I get this guy's going to try to talk me into it right now.  I'm actually feeling maybe a 

little bit drawn to that right now, but God, if this is true, would You show it to me in this hour?"   

So they come to Pilate and they say listen, we remember what He said and so we're going to ask you 

right now could you do something about this.  Now imagine what it is that they're saying.  They are 

saying He might come out of that grave.  His disciples might come steal Him out of that grave and 

then they would perpetrate a fraud on everyone saying that He's alive.  Well, if you steal someone 

from the grave and you take them and hide them no one for a moment believes that He's alive.  

Hardly are you going to take Him and carry Him around saying, "Look, He's alive."  And Pilate says 

and gives in to their pressure and says okay, do this, go ahead, post a guard, you have the guards.   

They had over 200 Roman soldiers that guarded the Temple Mount.  

These were the "Navy Seals" of the time.  And Pilate says take them, 

put them around it.  Do whatever it takes to guard this site of this 

tomb that Joseph of Arimathea had given for this purpose; a tomb 

that had never been used.  Everyone knew where it was.  Everyone 

was aware that Jesus was dead.  They saw His lifeless body come off 
the cross.  They knew He had been placed into that tomb.  He says go 

ahead, go ahead, put your guards around it.  In fact, go ahead and seal 

it with the signet ring of the Roman Empire.  Put a seal on it, this wax 

seal, seal it so that this now becomes a place under Roman control 

So they went and made the tomb 
secure by sealing the stone and 
setting a guard.  – Matthew 28:66 
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and under Roman guard; anything happens there the liability is on these guards and the result of that 

will be death.  No one's going to mess with it.  No one messes with these guys.  They're thrilled, 

happy, and they go and they do this very thing because they fear it is true.   

Understand, after all this happens, after the burial and Jesus is placed into that tomb with over a 

hundred pounds of embalming spices and this kind of thing on His body, the stone is rolled over the 

grave, it is sealed, no one figures He's coming back.  Even those who had followed Him, those who 

had believed in Him, those who wanted it to be true—they had given up.  They realized this was 

over, this was done; even those closest followers who had spent the last couple years with Him, they 

now were on the run for fear.  They were—catch this—they were fearful of the very guys who are 

saying, "Sir, we remember that He said He'd rise," and they were the ones considering the 

possibility it might rise.  But the ones who had believed all along that Jesus would rise, they're now 

fearful of the guys that are thinking that He might rise, and the disciples are anxious. 

And maybe when I say that it is an important time to say to any one of us in 

this room a definition of the word anxious because it might help us.  

Anxiety is considering a future without Jesus.  If you're anxious today, you 
need Jesus.  It's why we bring you the Gospel.  It's why we bring you the 

Good News that He took all of your sins, all of your burdens, all of your 

shame, all of your pain on Himself, and He forgave it and He made you 

right with God.  If you will trust Him and believe in Him so that that all can 

be washed away, and you no longer have to live with this idea that you have no future, that there is 

no Jesus in your life.  No, now you have a relationship with Jesus and an open relationship with 

God.  You no longer have to live in anxiety.  But that's where these disciples were living. 

And with all these people all hope is gone, the movement of following Jesus is over, there's no one 

waiting beside the grave expecting that He's going to come out alive.  It's as if we get to that last 

slide in any good movie that comes up and says The End.  Their fear had overtaken them.  And you 

ask the question:  What changes?  Why are we here to talk about this when the words "The End" 

have been spoken?  What moves them from fear of death, that thing that the Bible tells us is the final 

enemy that the whole world is scared of and has not figured out how to overcome, how do they 

move from being fearful of death to no longer having any fear of death?   

If Jesus is dead, our faith is in vain; if Jesus is alive, our faith today is alive.  What would change 

that we'd still be talking about this that so many to this day still choose to follow Jesus?  It all hinged 

on the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Now, let's be clear what that would look like.  Sort of the 

definition of resurrection – you were dead, completely dead, and now you are alive.  And let me 
take that definition even a step further for your understanding, for you to understand the magnitude 

of this.  Not only are you alive, you never die.  That's the Jesus that we worship today.  One who 

was dead, who has been raised, and is alive to this day.  Enter Easter Matthew Chapter 28, verse 1: 

1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a 

great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 

rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 

dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
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seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, 

see the place where he lay."  

– MATTHEW 28:1-6 (ESV) 

[APPLAUSE] 

HE IS ALIVE – those are the words that change everything.  The angel shows up there on the spot, 

can you imagine exactly what the text tells us is true, these soldiers, the elite, the finest of the fine of 

Roman soldiers in that area, their Navy Seals, it says they fall down as dead – they pass out, they're 

out cold.  And the angel rolls the stone away.  Now you picture what I picture, just the rolling of that 
back, this is a huge stone.  We're talking two tons, it's not a simple thing to roll back.  In those days 

they'd take these caves, they'd carve them out, they would place inside of the cave a flat table or 

shelf where the body would be laid, place the body in there with all the embalming spices and 

everything that they did, as I mentioned over 100 pounds or such, and they'd roll that stone back.   

At a given point when they knew the body had decomposed what they would do is the family would 

go in there, they'd roll that stone back and that stone was, you know, like in some sort of a little 

trough-like thing so that it would just stay, as you and I might explain it in a track, so they'd roll that 

back; it would take a bunch of people to do so with it being two tons.  They would go in there and 

they'd take the body and just put the bones into a box and they'd place that under the shelf.   

And that's why you'll read oftentimes that a certain person died in the Scripture and they went to be 

with their fathers.  They went to that tomb.  That's why it was important to recognize here when 

Jesus was given this tomb by Joseph of Arimathea, a Jewish wealthy man who was following Jesus, 

when He was put into that tomb it was a new tomb, it had never been used before.  John in his 

gospel adds a very fascinating little piece of information to this story about 

the stone being rolled away.  In John Chapter 20 it says that the stone was, 

the best the wording can explain, tossed to the side.  And that's when you 

come to this text you see the angel sitting on that stone.  We're talking 

about a two-ton rock not just rolled away, just not just moved over to the 

side a little bit, but tossed over to the other side and the angel sitting on it. 

Now the stone didn't need to be rolled away for Jesus to get out.  Jesus 

walks through walls.  I believe Jesus was already gone when that stone 

rolled away, but that stone was rolled away so that all who would come to 

see would see inside of there and quickly realize He's not there, He has 
risen.   

Fascinating to recognize that the first ones to be told He is risen.  There's people there at His tomb, 

some are flat out cold passed out, but the ladies, yes, they're shivering with fear but they're still alert 

and they're the ones that hear the news first.  If this was a fake story, you don't go to the ladies first.  

In that time their testimony did not hold water in their systems, but what's so crazy and awesome 

about Christianity, something's different in Christianity.  Christianity has always held women to the 

highest esteem and these women are the first to see and the first to believe that Jesus is alive.  And 

they take out the words He is risen, they spread it to His disciples, and that word begins to spread.  

Come and see the place where He lie. 

"He is not here, he has 
risen, as he said." 

– Matthew 28:6a 
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You remember we talked about that concern that these original guys have – We've heard that He 

said He's going to raise.  We're afraid that this imposter is going to have His disciples come and 

take His body away.  But what happens we're told in 1st Corinthians 153 is that over 40 days Jesus 

appears to over 500 people.  Everywhere you go Jesus was showing up.  People were hearing about 

it, people were seeing Him, people were saying, "I actually saw Him with my eyes."  And pretty 

soon there is a groundswell movement that this One that was crucified, that was dead, that was 100 

percent for sure dead, placed into tomb for three days, who said He'd come out of that tomb—He 

has and He's alive and He's appeared to me and He's appeared to many others.   

Three words for those who didn't want to believe, "Sir, we remember…" that Jesus said He would 

rise.  It matters because it's the Gospel.  It matters because His victory over death, the death of our 

sin and the darkness in our hearts, and ultimately, the death that destroys us at the end—His victory 

over that death could only be done by a perfect sacrifice, by a perfect Lamb overcoming death and 

coming out of that grave.  When they said, "Sir, we remember…" that He would raise on the third 

day it could have changed their life.  They could have looked at it and said He said this and now 

we're seeing Him.  It could have changed their lives.  Three words instead created anxiety and fear.  
Three words became—this is sad—their declaration of unbelief.  Three words should have shocked 

them enough, think about this for a moment, to think if He can predict His death and His 

resurrection we should today choose to follow Him.  

And then an angel says three words, "He's not here," and the three words, "He is risen."  [APPLAUSE]  

Can you imagine getting to be that angel that you get to announce the most important three words of 

all time?  The three words that will change everything if you'll believe it.  Three words that declare 

victory, that declare freedom, that declare we win, that death has been defeated.  Three words that 

declare He defeated death on that cross.  Three words that changed their life.  Three words that 

transformed them from fear and anxiety to belief and boldness.  Three words that tell us that if Jesus 

rose, we will rise with Him to new life again.  Three words that tell us death is not the end.  Three 

words that become the absolute pivot point in history.   

Resurrection is the most important event in all of history.  Jesus is the very most important person in 

all of history.  And what you decide to do with Jesus and resurrection will 

become the pivot point in your life.  He died for you to forgive you of 

your sins.  He didn't stay dead.  He rose, He came out of that grave 

victorious over death.  He appeared to many so that no one would 

doubt that He was alive.  He ascended into Heaven, so He didn't die; 

He ascended into Heaven where He is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God.  You know what He's doing?  Interceding on our 

behalf so that if we know Him and we have a relationship with Him, 

we can go directly to Him.  You don't have to come through someone 

like me, you don't have to go through some certain person, you can go 

directly to Jesus.  He's interceding on our behalf.   

And let me tell you this, He's coming back again soon to take us to be with Him where He is at.  

[APPLAUSE]  The Scriptures refer to that as our great hope.4  And His disciples, when He was yet here 

                                                 
3  See 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
4  Titus 2:13 (ESV):  waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  
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on earth as they started to realize that this wasn't going to last forever, they started asking Him when 

You leave, when are You coming back?  How will we know?  What are the signs?  Is there is there 

anything that's going to let us know that you're coming back soon? 5  And so Jesus answered that 

question and His disciples wrote it down.  Matthew writes it down here in the gospel of Matthew—

and next week we're going to start drilling down on that and understanding what Jesus said.  We're 

going to start seeing, some of these signs happening right in front of us.  You've got to come back 

next week.   

But on this Resurrection Sunday, on this day when we celebrate that He is alive, I want you to do 

more than just go, "I remember that; that was interesting information," and find a workaround.  I 

want you and I'm praying for you and I'm hoping for you that on this Resurrection Sunday you will 

respond to what the angel said when the angel said He is risen, that you will place all of your faith 

and all of your trust in Jesus.  It will take you from fear and anxiety and move you to faith and 

boldness.  You will have a future because of the God of the universe who gave His life so that you 

can have life and so that the results of death do not have to destroy you, but rather so you can live 

eternally.   

And so our invitation this morning will be that if you believed that in the 

past that you renew that this morning, you just become overwhelmed with 

His resurrection.  If you've never believed that in the past, if you're like 

those guys that said we remember and they were considering it, they got it 

wrong but you go, "I don't want to get it wrong.  I see some people; I learn 

from mistakes."  You say, "I want to believe in You, Jesus."  Today is the 

day to give your life to Jesus, to ask Him to forgive you of your sins, and to take all of those sins 

away and make you His child because He loves you, He forgives you, and He wants to spend 

eternity with you.  He wants to change your life. 

So here's how we're going to end up this morning, we want to put our attention on the One who is 

the risen one—Jesus alone—and so I'm going to ask you each to just bow your head and I want us to 

pause and not rush this moment.  I want to invite you to just bow your head and put all of your 

attention on Jesus when I pray to Him right now.  Remember I said you can go directly to Him, He 

is the only Mediator6 between you and God.  You don't need to go through a person, you just need 

to go directly to Jesus.  This is an awesome moment.  If you've never asked Him to forgive you of 

your sins, to ask Him to forgive you of your sins and to come into your life as your Savior and your 

God. 

This is a moment, a beautiful moment to thank Him for doing the hard work, something we could 

not have done, to pay the penalty for our sins on the cross.  And to thank Him for that and just say, 

"I want You to live in my life.  I want You to have full control of my life."  Right now is an 

awesome moment to say thank you for overcoming death, that You are risen, that You are alive.  

 

 

 

                                                 
5  See Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21:5-32 
6  1 Timothy 2:5-6 (ESV):  For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  who gave himself as 

a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 



EASTER 2021 

SERIES: EASTER  |  WEEK 2  |  4.4.2021 
 

 

 

 PAGE 7 of 7 

O Jesus, 

This morning we want to give all praise and glory to the King of kings and Lord of lords.  
No greater name, the One who at His name every knee will bow and every tongue 

will confess.  We lift up your name.  We praise You for the absolutely unimaginable 
sacrifice and price You paid on our behalf.  Thank you that You are alive, and 
because You are alive we can live with freedom, with joy, with expectation of 
your soon return.  It is in Jesus' name we pray.  Amen. 
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