
Small Group Discussion Guide       June 23, 2019 
Dot, Dot, Dot – Romans 1:11-12 

 

  

Getting Started 

What is the objective of the Dot, Dot, Dot sermon series? 

Throughout the first 11 chapters of Romans there are a number of verses that we will dig into each week as stand-alone 
messages. These verses may not have received as much attention when we preached through the entire chapter in context. 

Our first passage is Romans 1:11-12 … For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen 
you— that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

Paul desired to visit Rome and bless the church as well as be encouraged by the mutual sharing of blessing so that the 
church would be edified and that there would be a fruitful harvest (v.13). 

• What are examples of ways that you have evaluated a church based on what you can get or what the church can do for 
you instead of what you can give to the church? 
 

Discussion 

• Paul also wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:11 (All these (spiritual gifts) are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 
apportions to each one individually as he wills.) knowing that God alone imparts spiritual gifts to believers. What do you 
think he meant in Romans 1:11 when he wrote that he wanted to impart some spiritual gift to strengthen the church? 
 

• There are 4 lists of spiritual gifts in the Bible (Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4 and 1 Peter 4).  
In 1 Corinthians 12:31 and continuing into chapter 13 Paul states that without love these gifts are ineffective. Share a 
few ways that you have experienced Christ-like love from other members of this church family in the past year. How has 
this motived you to love, pray, give, encourage, help someone else? 
 

• Discuss this definition of spiritual gifts and highlight any points that are frequently overlooked or abused related to 
spiritual gifts. How might this definition apply to Romans 1:11-12 with Paul and the believers in the church at Rome? 

Spiritual gifts are divine abilities distributed by the Holy Spirit to every believer according to God’s design and grace for 

the common good of the body of Christ. 

Spiritual gifts are divine abilities… They are endowments or special gifts given by God that enable us to make our 

unique contribution. They are not natural talents, but divine abilities that enable us to do ministry. 

distributed by the Holy Spirit… These divine abilities created by God are given to believers through the Holy Spirit when 

we become members of the body of Christ. Not only does the Holy Spirit distribute the gifts, He empowers us in our use 

of them. 

according to God’s design and grace… There is no Christian without a spiritual gift. Every believer has at least one. 

Gifts equip believers to fulfill the Lord’s purpose by reflecting His design for their lives. 

for the common good of the body of Christ… Your spiritual gift(s) are not for you, but given to you for others. The divine 

abilities you have been given enable you to meet the needs of others and the church as a whole. Each of us can make 

a kingdom impact. Our gifts allow us to serve one another better. They enable us to glorify God and edify others. 
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• Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 as a complimentary passage to Romans 1:11-12. Discuss how this passage helps to amplify 
Romans 1:11-12.  
 
7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.  
8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.  
9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:  
11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies— 
in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.  
 

• Share 1-2 ways that you can apply the key point from Romans 1:11-12 and be less focused on what you can get from 
church and more focused on what you can give to strengthen the church and glorify God? 
 
 

• Additional thoughts about spiritual gifts … Select one or more of these points related to biblical teaching on spiritual gifts 
and identity a Scripture passage to support it and briefly explain its importance. Note: In September we will spend 4 
weeks digging into Romans 12 and spiritual gifts and what love in action looks like within the church. 
 
o Spiritual gifts are for the common good of the church. 
o Spiritual gifts are for the building up of the church. 
o Spiritual gifts are for serving one another. 
o Every believer has been uniquely gifted by God for ministry. 
o Spiritual gifts can be abused and neglected, but if they are received at salvation, it would appear that they cannot 

be lost. 
o Spiritual gifts are not the same as the fruit of the Spirit and natural talents and abilities. 
o Every member of the body of Christ is commanded to minister in many of the gifted areas, whether we possess that 

particular gift or not. For example, all believers are to demonstrate faith, be wise, encourage, show mercy, give 
generously, serve faithfully, witness boldly, etc. 

o Spiritual gifts are useless if not exercised in love. 
o Beware when spiritual gifts are used as a means of manipulation, power or control in personal relationships. 
o Beware when any gift is made a universal evidence of spirituality, salvation or spiritual blessing. 
o Beware of comparing spiritual gifts with others. 
o Beware of using spiritual gifts in the flesh to fulfill personal ego needs or to impress others. 
o Beware of confusing spiritual gifts with spiritual fruit and evidence of spiritual growth and maturity. 

 

Prayer 

-  


