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[John Lawley, Next Generation Pastor] 

So how are we doing?  Good.   

My wife and I are still living in our living room with our mattress—for 
some of you, last week we had a little house flood.  This morning about four 
o'clock my youngest was staring over me when I woke up and she says, 
“Good morning, Daddy.” And I was kind of kind of terrified [Laughter] but 
also super blessed, but we are ready to get back into our bedroom, that is for 
sure.  But, um, thank you for your prayers.  I just wanted to mention it's 
going well.  Hopefully in the next couple of weeks—my wife is due in 
September—so we're hoping that the house can be fixed up by then.  But we 
have wonderful insurance and everyone's been a delight for us. 

And so if you have your Bibles, please turn to Romans Chapter 6, Romans Chapter 6, and we're gonna 
be in verses 5 & 6 this morning.  And we are starting our DOT DOT DOT series the last couple of weeks 
and what that is, that is a series we're doing all summer and we are looking back on some of the key 
verses that we had in the book of Romans as we're studying it this year.  And we're looking at some 
verses that we've read over but we really didn't dive too deep into and we're going to dive deeper into 
them this summer, and so for this morning we're gonna be in Romans Chapter 6, verses 5 & 6.   

But before we go there a couple announcements.  I'd love for you to just take notice in the seatbacks in 
front of you, we have these new amazing cards [he holds one up] that our administration team and 
communication team put together.  This is a great way for you to connect with our church, and so if 
you're new or fairly new and you want to get connected, there's cards here for connecting, giving, um, if 

you want to give your life to Jesus we'd love to follow up with you, as well as 
serving.  And so if you haven't connected yet, fill this out, put this in our offering 
bucket, we would love to connect.   

Another way we're connecting—and I'm super excited about it—is through groups, 
and so we have multiple platforms that we're introducing to you over the next month 
or two.  One is our app, it's called Church Center app, you can download the app1 
and have our church name on it, and in that app you can register for events, you can 
check-in your kids, but you can also find out about all of our groups that we offer 

here at the church.  Now one of the advantages of having a church large like this is we have a lot going 
on, but the disadvantage is it's hard to communicate everything.  And so what we've done and what our 
pastors and our teams have done, and I'm really out of it, is we created this platform where you can find 
out the areas of your interest.   

And so if you go into our group's platform or if you don't want to download an app, just go to CF 
Downingtown slash groups2 and you'll see categories of different types of groups—young families, 
recreational groups, care groups, all types of groups that happen here and you can connect to something 
that you're interested in.  And I know that's valuable to some of you that maybe are introverted and you 
want a community, but you just don't know how to connect because you want something small and 
intimate.  There's a lot of opportunities on that platform so check it out.  The nice thing, too, is when you 
join a group you actually are directly contacting that group leader, you're not contacting a staff person 

                                                 
1  App Store:  https://apps.apple.com/us/app/church-center-app/id1357742931 
 Google Play:  https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ministrycentered.churchcenter&hl=en_US  
2 Groups URL:  https://www.cfdowningtown.com/groups  
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where they're gonna make you stand on stage or anything [he laughs], you're just connecting to a person 
who's in the church that shares their passion that you share.  And so we're really excited about that, look 
into that.  We actually have some mission trip informational meetings happening this morning—they’re 
on the groups app.  We have care ministries kicking off in the fall—they’re on the groups apps, and so 
make sure you take advantage of that and get connected. 

So again, turn with me to Romans Chapter 6, verses 5 & 6, and we're gonna read that together here now. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order 
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved 
to sin. 

~ ROMANS 6:5-6 

And so actually, a couple months back I taught on Romans Chapter 63 and so as I got Romans Chapter 6 
again I thought, Oh, man, how do I not repeat myself? because I just taught on the whole chapter.  And 

so for those that don't remember, I talked about this idea of allegiances.  And 
so I said, okay, the Bible says that we are in our old self under Adam and, in 
fact, we are slaves to sin and we do the things our flesh desires when they 
desire them.  And we're kind of thinking that maybe we're free, but the Bible 
very clearly says that we are enslaved to sin and that mankind are born sinful, 
we're born with a sinful nature, and that's our old self.   

And we talked about when you believe in Jesus you transform allegiances into the new self under Christ, 
now you are identified in Christ rather than identified in Adam.  And then we talked about during that 
message, why is it—this is for people who believe in Jesus—why do you continue to sin?  And we 
talked about being free in Christ doesn't mean that you can't sin, it means that you are no longer 
enslaved to it.  And so we talked about this battle of why do we who are in Christ still desire to 
sometimes sin, and so that's what we talked about as relates to Romans Chapter 6, this idea of old self 
and new self.   

And so what I thought we would do this morning is really focus in on:  What does it mean to walk in the 
newness of life?  What does that look like?  How does that change us?  What are some of the qualities of 
walking in the newness of life that we are to pursue and we are to discover?  Because as we give our 
lives to Jesus we now have the Spirit of God, something that we didn't have before, now we have the 
Spirit of God to lead us, to direct us, and my prayer this morning is that the Spirit would convict some of 
us.   

And so what does that mean to walk in the newness of life?  We 
believe that as you give your life to Jesus—this is why we do baptism, 
it's a symbol of what we're talking about here—we believe that when 
you confess your need for Jesus and you believe in your heart you enter 
into this new life.  That's why baptism is really a symbol of that, it's a 
symbol of going into the water in your old self and coming out new, 
that God has washed you from your sins, and so we believe that's what 
qualifies you to enter into this new life.   

                                                 
3 New Beginnings | 4.28.2019  (YouTube https://youtu.be/v1Hfjv8NDVw ) Transcript available on the Calvary Fellowship website at 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/3ffa23_028e6a5fe84b4a6e9a7e8ac2dd54d839.pdf or https://www.cfdowningtown.com/sermonnotes  
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But as we talk about the new life—I really want to harp on this—the Bible is very clear that for those 
that change allegiances things start to change.  Like, in your life, both 
your actions and your attitude begin to change, and that is one of the 
evidence that you truly did step out of the old into the new, that 
things start to change.  And in my opinion and my argument this 
morning is this:  That everything changes, not some things change.  
It's very clear that the old Peter and the new Peter we see in the New 
Testament are two different people.  They're not the same; they don't 
have the same fears, the same insecurities, they are changing.  So 
what does it look like to walk in the newness of life?  What are the 
characteristics of that?  And I thought, okay, how do I describe this 

in a way that would bring about like an application? And I thought of this verse, in 2nd Corinthians 5:17 
it says this: 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 

~ 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 

I thought, ok, what if it would be like this; what if I would go back in time and I had a conversation with 
my 16-year-old self?  What I mean by that is I didn't give my life to the Lord until I was 17 years old.  I 
grew up in the church but I didn't give my life to the Lord.  And so if I would sit down for, like, a lunch 
conversation with my old self, what would I say to me?  What would I say to me?  What would I talk 
about being the differences between who I am now and who I was?  And so that's going to be kind of the 
premise of our discussion this morning, and I want for people to be challenged in one way.  When I talk 
about who I was and what Christ has done in my life, I want to challenge you.  Some of you in this room 
may think that you are following Jesus, but if you would go back and talk to your old self there would be 
no difference.  That you would be very similar to your old self—the way 
you think, what you do, your priorities—and I just want to say very 
clearly:  That old self should be a stranger to you.   

And so let me start by saying this, if I was sitting down with my old self I 
would first say this, I would say that I have completely new principles.  I 
would say, “Do you remember how we used to care about what people 
thought of you and did things only for people to see that you've done 
things so that you would get the praise of men?  Remember when we did those things?  Like, remember 
when we used to be happy and nice to our parents when we wanted something from them?  And be 
friendly to co-workers when we wanted something from them, or friendly—remember how we used 
people to get self-gain?  Man, now I have a completely different perspective on that.  Now I care about 
people, even if they don't give me anything.  It's weird.  It's like something's living in me; like, all of a 
sudden now I actually love my parents regardless of what they give me.  It's weird.  I want to build them 
up all of a sudden when I used to want to use them.  Do you remember when we used to do that?”   

Like, I would tell my old self, “It's weird, now that you're new in Christ you go on mission trips and you 
go into some of the most poorest places in the world and you like it.  Remember when you used to be 
like, ‘I don't step out of my bubble for no one and nothing, and if something is causing me to step out of 
that bubble, I'm not gonna do it.’  Remember we used to run from uncomfortable?  Now we like run 
towards it.  It's like really weird.” 

step out of the old into the new 
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I would talk about how principles have changed, like, “Uncomfortability is actually something that now 
you desire because you've learned that when you're uncomfortable the Spirit of God is loud in that.  And 
so now you do things that no one sees but you do them because you know God sees them and you don't 
need men to see things anymore, you just want God to be pleased.”  So our principles are different.  

I would talk about how my motives have changed.  I would say, “You 
remember when we used to live to get the approval of people?  And do you 
remember how that used to just consume us all the time?  Like, I would wake 
up in the morning and I would care about what people said something on my 
social media account and then you would go to school and  if no one was 

paying attention to you or if your friends weren't paying attention to you, remember we used to get all 
upset about that?”  And I would say, “Now that I'm in Christ it's weird, all I care about is this glorifying 
God.  And when your actions, like, it's weird, like, I don't actually care anymore about what people think 
of me.  Like, it used to enslave me, the fear of man, and now you fear standing before God and saying, ‘I 
didn't do anything with the life You've given me,’ and because of that now we have different motives.  
Now how you stand in front of thousands of people and talk about Jesus.” 

My old self would have been like, “Yeah, right, never happening.  There's so many eyes that could judge 
you in that moment, that's suffocating.  But the new self just wants to be obedient, just wants to take any 
gift that God's given him and bring it back to Him.  It's weird because we have different motives.  We're 
now searching after God's own heart, when we used to just search after the praise of man, the 
meaningless praise of man that was so fleeting.  Remember how that would dominate our thinking and 
our lives?  It doesn't anymore.” 

I'd talk about how that new motive has changed the way you see your 
parents, like, “Now you actually care about their souls, when before 
you just cared about what they gave you.  Now you have these 
friendships that are so different than what we used to have.  Remember 
when friendships were so shallow and I was so superficial and you'd have all these friends and 
all you would care about is that they would still think you're cool?  And so you would have to be five 
different types of people depending on what friend group you hung out with?  You would be one certain 
person in this friend group and then you would put on a different hat for church.  Remember all the hats 
we wore?  Now you're just like one person because now you care about what the Lord says and you 
don't adapt to the people in your life, you pursue the Lord and you don't change your identity for them.  
Your identity is sealed. It's amazing.” 

And I would also say, “Now there's deeper friendships than I used to have.”  I would say, “You know 
how these friendships are pretty shallow and you never talk about anything that matters and none of 
these friends ever talk to you about your parents or your relationships?  Now all you're surrounded with 
is people that actually care about you and they don't want anything from you.  It's really weird.  And you 
actually do the same.  And there's no gossip and drama anymore.”   [Old self:  “What?!”]  “Yeah, we 
just gotta build each other up because we're not using each other.  God has given you completely new 
friendships.” 

I would talk to my old self about the idea of desires; that they are completely different desires now.  
Like, “I aim higher than you.”  Like I would say, “Remember how your ultimate desire was like some 
weird fantasy of, okay, if I have a nice job and a nice house and a great family and a great job and great 
friends, that's kind of my desire.  And every I do is going to lead towards this kind of weird desire of 
utopia that I'm striving after.  Remember how we used to think about that every day and that would 

Now you actually care 
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drive our actions?  Now we don't care what house we live in, now we don't care what car we drive.  Now 
it's weird, our new motives is we want to glorify God.  Now we take all these things and we say, ‘Is this 
glorifying God?  Is this building His Kingdom?’ because that's a greater desire now that we have.  We 
don't desire the things of this world anymore like we used to.  The Spirit of God has changed our 
treasures.  Remember you used to treasure stuff?  You don't do that anymore.  Isn’t that wonderful?” 

I would talk about the idea of new emotions.  I talked about this 
last week.  I would.  I would sit down with my old self and I'd 
say, “You have different fears now.  You used to fear losing 
things.  You used to fear all of the status and all of the wealth 
and all this stuff you gained, your greatest fear was that you 

would lose it.  Now your greatest fear is God.  Now you don't actually care if you lose things, just that 
you're obedient with those things, so your fears are different now.  Like, you don't fear people, you fear 
God.  So our fears have changed.” 

I would talk about our sorrows changed.  Like the things that used to make you upset and angry was 
when the world didn't do something that helped you, that would make you angry.  You know what 
makes you angry now is when you see the injustice of the world that has nothing to do with you and you 
think, Man, how can I get the Gospel to them?  You start to weep for people that you didn't care about in 
your old self.  Like, it’s weird.  Like, you now walk into a room and it used to be that all you cared about 
was buying whatever you were there for; now you actually care about the souls of the people around 
you.  Like, you remember when you would go to a restaurant and you would just care about what you 
ordered from the menu?  It's weird.  Now God has given you a sensitivity to the waiter’s soul.  Like, 
now you just see the person and you think, How is this person’s soul?  It's weird.  You used to never 
even consider them.  You used to never even pay attention to them, but now you do.  It's like something 
greater than you is living inside of you giving you the eyes to see something you were blind to before. 

I would also talk about the idea of hopes.  Like, “You have a different hope 
now.  Like it used to be, My hope is that I can live long enough to get all 
this stuff.  My hope is that the people around me change so that they fit into 
whatever I want them to fit into.  Remember how that used to be our hope?  
And man, we didn't think about death, that terrified us.  Death.   Like, 
remember how we used to think Heaven was going to be boring because we 
thought, Hey, this worshiping God for eternity, isn't that boring?  Will my 
friends be there?  It's weird now because now you can't wait for Jesus to 
come back.  You see the world and you don't think that the hope of the 
world is more people, you know that the hope of the world is the cross and 
you cannot wait for that King to return.  Amen?” 

 “That's your hope and so now you actually desire to be with the Lord in eternity.  You don't fear it.  You 
don't fear death anymore.  Now you hope that the people in your life come to know Jesus before that 
happens.” 

 “That's your hope now.  It's not in the things of this world, it's in the fact that God 
is coming back.  Man, I hope for the time when the Heaven comes back and is 
united with earth and that there's no more tears, and there's no more sorrows, and 
that there's no more pain.  That's what I hope for now.  I don't hope to gain the 
world.  I hope for the world to come.  That changed in us.”   
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Revelation 21:4 says:   

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 

~ REVELATION 21:4 

“That's what you hope for now.  Remember how you used to put your hope in people, politicians, 
bosses—you don't do that anymore.  You hope that they're on their knees, but you don't hope in man 
anymore.” 

I would tell myself that there was new possessions, that, “You are rich in 
faith, like the Bible talks about those that are in Christ Jesus possess all 
things.”  And I would try to explain to myself it's this idea that, “You no 
longer worry about what you don't have.  Like, you don't sit up at night 
saying, ‘If I only had a bigger house,’ ‘If I only had a better relationship’  

—you don't do that anymore.  God has freed you from looking for things that you don't have to 
somehow satisfy you.  Now you are drunk in grace.  Like now you are thinking, Okay, I don't have to 
run after things that that dry up.” 

Like, “Do you remember how you used to hope for something better because when you got that thing it 
would just give you a sense of pleasure temporarily?  Remember how you hoped for the weekend to go 
drinking because it would give you this sense of joy that was temporary and then it would follow up 
with a bad morning and then going to work?  Remember all that thought processes?  Now you are in this 
well that does not dry up and it's this joy that is everlasting and it does not end, you are satisfied now.  
And because you are satisfied you don't have to chase anymore.  It has changed our possessions and 
what we value, and now all we care about is being right with the Lord and staying in that peace, staying 
in that joy, staying in that grace.  And you are quick to call out that chase that happens in your life 
sometimes because you don't want to go back to the old, you don't want to go back to the old.  So stay 
rich in faith, delight in the Lord, because that's where you actually find joy.  Remember old self, when 
you tried to find joy in stuff and it just disappointed you?  We’ve found it so we're not going back.”   

I would talk about the idea of this new world all together.  Like, I would explain to them that, “This new 
world that's in Christ Jesus is so much greater than the world we thought existed before we gave our life 
to Jesus.”  Like, I would explain, “Remember how we thought that we’d look at this world and we'd 
have these thoughts like, Is this all there is?  Like, we would look at this world and we'd say, ‘Is all 
there is is temporary joy?  Is that all there is?’  And remember how we used to just be consumed by 
entertainment, consumed by comfort, only to find ourselves in a state of just indifference?  And I would 
explain to them that now that you're in Christ Jesus a brand-new world opens up and now you get to 
experience the Spirit’s power in your everyday life.  And so everything you used to do that was 
mundane now has tremendous purpose and tremendous joy attached to it.”   

Like, I would describe it like this.  I would tell my old self, “It's like being 
born in prison and all you know is the four walls around you, and you have 
this little tiny window and that's what you see the world as.  That was us.  
We were in this prison and we thought, We’ve got this.  This is what the 
world has to offer.  Look at the beautiful sky I see through my window.  And 
that's all you know, but like walking in the newness of Christ is like being 
released outside to see what you did not see before.  And now we have this 
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new depth of understanding of why we're here and what we're called to do.  That's what it's like.  It's like 
our old self was in a prison and now God has revealed the world around us.  Because when we 
understand our purpose and we see the Spirit of God use us, it opens up the mundane and makes it 
purposeful.  It does.”  And so I would plead with my old self to think about that the joy of walking in 
that new life.   

Like, I would explain to them, “Do you remember that feeling we had when we caught the winning 
touchdown and thousands of people praised your name and you slapped all your friends high-five and 
you just had this great feeling about you?  Do you remember that?  And they'd be like, ‘Yeah, I 
remember that.’  It doesn't hold a candle to being in a hospital bed alongside of a sick person in a 
third-world country and seeing the Spirit of God bring hope to their dying flesh.” 

“And the joy you feel (1) to be part of that moment, and (2) to know that even when our flesh dies God 
can penetrate that.  The joy you feel on the bus ride home is so much greater than the praise of man, the 
temporary fleeting praise of man that you had to find more of after that.  Man, that experience is so 
much greater.  I would explain to them that what you think the world offers, God offers so much more.  
And I would tell them that He wants to take you around the world and make you uncomfortable so that 
His name is great, and He wants to qualify us to do things in your life they would terrify you right now.  
How exciting is that?”  

I would talk about not only does the Lord change 
how we thought, but He also changed how we lived.  
Like, I would say, “Listen, do you remember how 
you were all about comfort?  All about 
entertainment?  Now you are like totally active in a 
different way.  You are totally pursuing the things 

of the Lord and you are tired, but it's a different tired.  Like, do you remember how your friend used to 
call you and you didn't want to talk so you would lie because you wanted to watch TV?  Now you 
actually talk to them.  And do you remember how you used to see the brokenness of the world and say, 
‘Aw, well, I can't do anything.’  Now you move towards, so you are exceedingly active.  Like, you've 
fall asleep tired because you realize that there's darkness in this world that does not sleep, and so you 
need to share your light, you are an ambassador now.  And so you are quick to see and quick to obey.” 

 “Do you remember when you used to walk into a store and God says, ‘Pray for that person,’ ‘Talk to 
that person,’ and you didn't?  Now you imperfectly, most of the time, do and you've never regretted it.  
You are now more active because you are now more obedient, and you have seen and have testimony of 
God showing up because you say yes more.  You don't say no as much and now you have this testimony 
of what God can do when we say yes.” 

I would talk about how not only are we more active but we're just not comfortable anymore.  Like, I 
would explain, “We're just not comfortable anymore.  Remember how we used to come to church on 
Sunday and that's all we gave and we were comfortable with the things that that expected of us?  Now 
we're like challenged all the time and we say ‘Sorry’ way more than we used to.  And we make way 
more mistakes than we used to, and we repent way more than we used to.  Why?  Because now we're 
actually moving.  Now we're actually doing.  And because of that we are far from comfortable but we 
are in the fight, we are running the race—we used to be on the sidelines, now we're running.  And 
because of that we get tired, but it's a good tired because it causes you to pray more, it causes you to go 
after the Lord and seek His face.” 

You 
have come into a new world altogether; 
a world far more grand than that which 
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I thought about this, I thought when have we ever heard of angels being lazy?  Like, angels are under the 
will of the Lord.  He says, “Go” – they go.  They're not lazy.  They are on mission.  And I would 
compare our new life more to angels than to the fleshly man; that we are like the angels in that we are 
going, we are active.  And I'd explain how this old self did not care about progress, but now we seek to 
grow, we seek to learn. 

I would say, “Do you remember how you had no one in your life 
speaking wisdom to you?  And the only people you had in your life 
speaking wisdom to you was your parents and you rejected it?  
Remember how you just had all your friends that were also fools and 
that's all you cared about?  And now you like walk up to older people 

have and this weird conversation, ‘Can you mentor me?’ and it's awkward and it's uncomfortable.  And 
you're like very quick to be like, ‘I need help.’  Remember how we used to be like, ‘I know all things’?  
Now you're like, ‘I know nothing.  I need wisdom, wisdom, wisdom.’  That's changed for you.” 

And I would also tell my old self this:  “That saved your marriage.  That saved you from being a horrific 
father.  Our new self, like, doesn't have a lot of pride, when if it was still my old self I would have had 
no shot.  That because you are under grace God showed you your weaknesses and you depended on Him 
because you no longer were trying to live to please yourself.  So you were quick to say, ‘God I need you 
in this.’  Because we have the Spirit of God our marriage was saved, our family is saved.”  I’d talk about 
how God has changed all of those things, “It's made you a better son, a better husband, a better friend.” 

I would talk about the newness of life.  I would talk about this idea of we're never going back.  Like I 
would literally say this:  “I'm never going back to the way you think.  I'm 
not going back to the way we used to think, the way we used to act, the 
way we used to feel.  I'm dead to you.  There's nothing I treasure there.  
There's nothing in that old self that I'm gonna step back into because I've 
found what my soul is longing for.  I'm never going back.  And in fact, if I 
ever have any characteristics that look like you, I'm going to confess them.  

If I ever sense that I'm like you, I'm gonna be quick to say, ‘God take that sin away from me,’ because I 
don't ever want to go back to you.” 

And so I would talk about this idea that that that were strangers now.  Like, we shouldn't recognize each 
other.  We shouldn't have a lot to say to each other either, other than I talk about the hope that I was 
blind to.  That's what it looks like to walk in the newness of life.  And I would talk about this idea that, 
listen, the newness of life is something that affects all of you.  Like, did you just hear what I said?  Like, 
I'm not a perfect person—I am under grace—so all of the changes that has happened to my life, that will 
happen to my life, is through the Spirit of God.  All of them.  But, as I look back, that person is a 
stranger.  Why?  Because God is faithful to me because He loves me and He does not want me to stay 
here [old self], He wants me to hate being here. 

And some of us, we’re still here [old self].  We're still convinced that this [old self] 
is better than this [new life] and I'm telling you the truth, you are being lied to.  Let 
me explain it like this.  There's this famous example that—I don't know if it's true 
but I just love example—here's the example.  So there's these three boys and they go 
to the river and they want to swim in the river, they want to enjoy the river, it's a hot 
day.  And what happens is the first boy comes to the river and he wants to see if it's 
cold or not, so he takes his toe and he dips it in.  Some of you, you're this person – 
Right?  You take your toe and you dip it in, you pull it back, and you're like, “It's he dips his toe in 
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cold.  I'm not getting in there.”  And so the whole time you kind of make your way up, you dip your toe, 
and make your way back—and that's where you live.  And the second boy, he's more bold.  Right?  He 
goes up and he starts with the toe, then he gets the ankle in.  Right?  And it's cold at first but he knows 
that if he's in that water for long enough, what happens with the ankle?  It 
gets warm.  Right?  He can do it.  But he's comfortable ankle deep and he 
gets used to it and it's not as cold anymore and he's smiling, he's enjoying 
that experience – Right? – ankle deep.  And then the third boy, you know 
where I'm going.  Right?  The third boy takes a couple steps back and full 
sprint headfirst into the water [splash sound effect].  He comes back up 
big smile on his face.  He says, “The water feels great!”  What does he 
say?  “Come on in!”   

And so here's why I tell that story:  That's us!  Like, how many of us would say I understand this God 
thing, I've gone to church, I was raised in the church, I know some Bible studies, I get the whole God 
thing/cross thing.  I feel like I know what it is.  And you're just toe-deep and you think that's it, and 
you're comfortable there, but you're not giving anymore.  You're just close enough that if something 
would happen you can say, “I'm good enough.  I knew You, I didn't surrender, but I know You.”   
That's not good enough, by the way.  It doesn't qualify you.   

And then some of us we're ankle-deep—we know church, we know the language of church, we even do 
things that church people do, and we know enough to kind of feel like we know what's going on but 
we're comfortable.  We're not surrendering, we're still in control, but we have enough where we kind of 
feel like, “Okay, this is safe.”  Let me let me ask you a question:  Which out of the three boys 
experienced the fullness of that moment?  Which one of those could talk about that experience in greater 
depth, in greater understanding and actually experience what that moment was meant to experience?  
Only one.  It's the one that said, “I'm all-in.  I'm not looking back, I'm all-in.”  And as you move all-in, 
what that boy said was I trust, I trust that as I do this it's going to be safe.   

And that what God is calling me to do there is goodness on the other side of it, I'm not hesitant with it, 
I'm not half—and listen, here's the truth:  Satan owns the fence.  So the toe and the ankle is not 

surrender, that's checking it out.  Surrender is I give you my life and that 
is where newness of life is found.  The Bible says if you want to 
experience life, you must die, not you must partly die.  You must change 
the way you think, you must die to self and dive headfirst into His grace, 
into the river of life that's found in Him.  Everything in my life, Lord, 
everything.  My priorities, my passions, my purpose, my emotions—
everything changes.  I'm all-in.  That's where fullness of life is found.  
Okay? 

And so what I'm gonna do is I'm going to give some of you an opportunity because, listen, this is how I 
came to the Lord.  I grew up in the church and a preacher spoke the Gospel and my spirit longed for it.  
And because there was something inside of me that began to call out I responded and I was never the 
same after.  And so I want to give you that opportunity.  For some of you, you need to surrender your 
life to Christ.  And so we're gonna give you an opportunity as we pray into our offering to do so.  Some 
of you, you’re ankle deep and you need to dive in because don't you dare tell your friends that following 
Jesus is ankle deep.  That's not following Jesus and you are robbing them of the joy, you are robbing 
yourself of the joy that's found when you surrender and you walk in the newness of life.   
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We're also going to take our offering after our prayer time and we do that because we want to highlight 
this time of obedience.  If you are new, we don't want you to give.  If you are not new and you are 
walking in the newness of life God calls you to and the giving that we have here goes to the Kingdom of 
God, it goes to the work around the world to fight back the darkness, and so we give out of joy because 
of that.  Some of you, you give online and you have a priority in your life because you used to only care 
about what you gained in this world, and now we know as we give to the Kingdom we’re storing up 
treasures in Heaven which matters.   

And so I'm gonna pray for us; I'm gonna pray for those that need to give their life to Jesus.  If you do, 
write down on that card and come see us afterwards, we'd love to come alongside of you.  And for some 
of you, I hope this has convicted you.  I hope this convicted you.  I hope you can look back on your old 
self and say, “Yeah, I would have a lot to say about His goodness and how He rescued me.  And for 
some of you, walk towards the newness of life so that that person becomes a stranger.  Amen?  

Father, 

We love You and we thank You for this time.  We pray right now for those that are giving their 
lives to You.  Lord, I pray that they would confess their need for You.  Spirit, I pray You would 
work in the way You’ve worked in this room right now; that You would draw all men to yourself 
and that You would use your Spirit to transform their hearts, rescue their marriage, change their 
perspective, change their lives.  Lord, take them into a brand new life.  

Lord, I pray for our gifts, that You would use those for your glory and your honor.  Lord, You 
have given us all things—we just want to give them back.  We want to give our children back, 
our finances back, our gifts back, all of it to You because it's about You.  And so I pray that You 
would bless this time, bless this moment of worship and this moment of giving, and be glorified. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.  
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