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So if you start a new job tomorrow by some chance, you will arrive and they will give you a new 
computer probably because you need to have the tools to do the job that you're getting.  They're 
probably going to give you an email address and maybe, depending on the nature of your job, they might 
even give you a credit card to accomplish the tasks that you have in front of you.  They wouldn't think of 
having you start without resourcing you with what you need to do what you need to do.  When you put 
your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, He didn't just say, “Oh, cool, you've got that done.  That little piece 
of your life is behind you.”  But instead He says, “Hey, you’ve got a life to live and there's a lot more 
ahead of you and I'm gonna give you some resources.”  So the first thing He does is He gives you the 
Holy Spirit of God, He moves into your life and lives through you and helps you understand what's right 
and wrong and to know truth and to be able to put your attention, to be drawn back to Jesus Christ.   

And when you receive the Holy Spirit in your life here's the next thing that happens, the Holy Spirit 
gives you a gift, a spiritual gift.  Very much like the gifts that you may have been born with, this is a gift 
that He takes and He supercharges it, should we say, turbocharges it; takes that gift and takes it to a 
whole new different level so that you can accomplish the task that He wants you to accomplish in the 
body of Christ, The Church.  And every last one of us has a gift. 

If you have your Bibles, I'd love for you to open up to Romans 
Chapter 12.  I'd like to show this to you and help us think about 
this this morning as to how that impacts us.  Romans Chapter 12, 
now remember, we studied the first half of the book for the first 
part of the year, Chapters 1-11 tell us how to get saved, but we 
finally understand that we're lost and how to come to Jesus, and we get to Chapter 12 he begins to tell us 
how to live out our life.  We've been placed on the job but we're living this thing called the Christian 
life—here are the tools.  Reminds us of last week, hey, listen don't be conformed to the world, be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.  We read our Bibles, we allow God's Spirit to move into our 
life to begin to change us, and this week he says, “Hey, I have a gift for you that I want you to have.”  
And we're gonna start here today at verse 4: 

4 For as in one body we have many members,  

— so there are many of us in the body of Christ and then he’s going to use this metaphor, a picture of 
our human body, many parts but one body – many parts but one body, and he’s going to work on this, 
they don’t all have the same function, it says, verse 5 — 

and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of another.  

~ ROMANS 12:4-5 

So there’s an interplay between each of us that is absolutely important.  We can’t do this without each 
other.  That’s why we’ll continue to say what we do here on Sunday mornings matters a lot, we need 
each other.  It’s what we do before and afterwards on Sunday mornings matters a lot.  We need each 
other.  That’s why I encourage you, go on to the app, go on to the website, go under groups and there’s a 
phenomenal listing of groups of all the groups we have and the times they meet.  Get involved in a 
group so that you can be together with one another.  We need one another.  This body can’t live missing 
certain parts.  We need you as part of that.   

Verse 6 — 
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6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,  

— and then he uses these words and I will end with these words today — 

let us use them:  

— you’ve been given a gift, use it.  Crazy to think that God Himself who moves in and takes residence 
in you, who empowers you every day, who brings you a gift and says, “Here you are.”  And you say, 
“Uh, yeah, I don’t have time to use that.”  Are you kidding me?  He says I want you to use it.  And then 
it says, so, speaking of the gifts and he’ll list down the gifts here, he says — 

if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in 
his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in 
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness. 

~ ROMANS 12:6-8 

Now this is a partial list.  The book of Ephesians has more in Chapter 4, 1st Corinthians Chapter 12 has 
more, and Peter again lists some of those gifts.  When we think about this text in this passage there's two 
different words that I want to highlight for just a moment that show up over and over again in this 
passage, and the one word is the word is grace.  Now we're familiar with the word grace because as we 
entered into the passage or into the book we talked about grace all the way through this book.  It's a gift 
that can't be earned.  It's a gift that God gives us—the cross and God gives us that gift on the cross, it’s 
Jesus Christ, it's not something we earn, where He gives us that salvation 
and it's by grace through faith.  It's a gift that can't be earned.  But now 
he's speaking of these gifts that He's going to give us and he refers to 
them as grace, not something that we did to get it.  We didn't earn it.  It 
is 100 percent completely something that comes from God.  And so 
when God says here's a gift we have the opportunity to receive it. 

I learned a long time ago when you're handed a gift you don't always have to receive every gift you're 
given.  In my previous church we were given a piece of property.  Everyone was like, “Oh, wow!  We 
can sell it and make lots of money.”  Some are like, “You have to take every gift you get.”  It was a 
toxic dump site, we said no.  But everyone was tempted to take it.  It would have cost us tons to clean it 
up and get rid of it, and someone was giving us that gift.  Don't take every gift you receive.  When you 
receive a gift from God, His Holy Spirit, you go, “Oh, wow!”  Now this text is gonna tell us every one 
of you has received a gift from God, from His Holy Spirit, do you want to know what that is?  And if 
you do want to know what it is, are you gonna say, “Yes, I take that and I want to use that”?  And my 
hope is that the answer would be yes.  And he attaches the word grace to that. 

Now in verse 3 of this text he says, “For the grace given to me,” that's that word again, so speaking of 
God giving something to the Apostle Paul who is writing this that he has not earned, he says I want to 
give you a little bit of a warning here.  He says this:  “I say to every one among you not to think more 
highly of himself than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 
of faith that God has assigned.”  When you receive this gift – imagine – you're getting this gift from 
God, and I hope it's more than imagine, I hope it's you think about that gift that He's given you and you 
realize that's a gift from God.  It could become very easy to become conceited about that gift to think, 
“Wow, look what I have.”  Very easy for you wanting to say to other people, “Look at me, look what 
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I’ve been given.”  I want to showboat this thing.  He says I want you all to remember this:  Look at 
yourself with sober judgment.   

I think as we look at this we have to be very careful about wanting someone else's gift.  It's one thing to 
look at our gift and say wow, that's not good enough, it's not sharp enough, I wish I had his gift.  It's 
amazing how we always want what someone else has.  We finally get that one thing that we want and 
then we notice something else out there.  It very easy to look at other people and we're constantly in this 
mode in our world of comparing ourselves with others.  I went to my daughter's church in Seattle a 
couple weeks ago and I got to hear their pastor and when I got there 
immediately he starts speaking and I didn't realize but he was giving the 
sermon.  Now if they did that here half of you would have missed the 
sermon today.  [Laughter]  But I saw that and I thought, Hmmm, that 
might be a way to get everyone here on time.  Then I got to thinking 
Yeah, maybe not, either—you’re like, “Yes!”—you’ll miss the sermon.   

Anyhow, I listened to this guy and he starts out with this but I didn't it was gonna be the sermon 
and when he was done I'm thinking to myself, Hmmm, that's odd.  I guess that’s just sort of like the 
introduction.  I guess he’s gonna come back and give the sermon.  And I looked at my watch and I 
realized he had spoken for an hour.  He had spoken for an hour and it felt like 10 minutes.  And I 
thought [groans],  I wish I could talk like that I wish I could grab attention like that!   Where people are 
like, “I want more of that like that!”  And there is this temptation that we all have to see someone else's 
gift and to say, “Oh, I want that gift in that kind of way.  And there is this reminder here that no, be 
sober about the gift that God's given you.  God's given it to you.  It is His gift to you, now use it and use 
it well for His glory. 

In fact, in this text twice the word faith is mentioned, and the second time it's used in this section that we 
read it is right before verse 7, it says: “in proportion to our faith.”  And as I've been looking at that and 
thinking that through what I'm reminded is that faith always has an object.  So whatever we have faith 
in—you had faith in that seat today so the object was the seat, you didn't worry whether it was gonna 
collapse when you sat down on it, your faith was on that seat and so you just without even thinking 
about it sat down on that seat.  Most of us struggle in the day-to-day life thing because our object of our 
faith is ourselves:  “I can do this.”  “I’ve got this.”  “I'm in it.”  “I'm in the game.”  “I know how to solve 
this problem.”  “I know how to fix this”.  As opposed to saying, “I don't know how to do this.  I don't 
think I can get this done.  I have no one I clue on how I'm gonna accomplish this task this week, but I 
will trust Him.”  And that's the flip where our faith moves from being about me and what I can do or 
what I am and puts it all on what He can do and who He is.   

And there's this reminder in our giftedness that it was a gift 
given to us, wasn't something that – I mean, it's like where you 
were born, you don't get to choose that.  You don't get to choose 
your parents.  You didn't choose your aunt and uncle.  You don't 
get to choose your gift.  And so here you are, you're being given 
this gift and you take that as a gift from God and by faith you 
say, “This is yours to work out.  This isn't me doing this.”   

The other place where the word faith is used is real early in this text, just at the end of verse 3 where he 
says, “each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned,” or given to you, and so as you 
read it quickly there's sort of this mentality that maybe he's saying He gave you a certain amount of 
faith, and He gave you a little bit more, and He gave you a whole lot.  He gave you a little bit and you're 

 Hmmm, that might 
be a way to get 
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going, “Why is that?”  How can that be the case that He would just sort of randomly give faith at 
different levels to each one of us?  And then I'm reminded that when we get to this second half of the 
book that he's switching gears for us and we're moving more to this thing of how do we become more 
and more mature in Jesus Christ.  And my experience is the way I have grown the most is when things 
have happened in my life that caused me to be dependent on Him; that forced me to faith in Him.   You 
know, so many things when life is going good you just go, “I've got this.  I've got this.  I'm okay.  I was 
made for this.  I'm lit.   I'm in the groove right now.”  And all that is about me and faith in me.  But when 
all of a sudden you hit that rough water and the trials come you realize, “I need Him.”   

James Chapter 11 says, you know, when all sorts of trials come your way and he says those trials are 
meant to make us who He wants us to be.  Checked it out later on when you look at it, Chapter 1 of 
James, verses 2 & 3, right in there it will tell you that those trials are meant to increase your faith where 
you're more and more dependent in on Jesus.  So then how can you have a different level of faith than 
you [points across the audience] than you than you?  Well, it depends the amount of trials and stuff 
you've gone through that have increased your faith.  If you just put your trust and faith in Jesus Christ, 
He gave you that faith so you could believe in Him, and now in the course of life some things are going 
to happen to you that are only going to increase that faith as you live with Him every day and you 
realize:  I can depend on Him. 

Now in the book of 1st Corinthians it has a whole nother set of gifts.  We're not going to cover those 
today, but one of those gifts in that passage is the gift of faith.   I believe when it talks about 
faith here in this text is talking about that faith that is gained as we grow and learn to trust in 
Jesus more and more every day.  And remember using your gift is one measure of maturity.  
Having a gift does not indicate maturity.  I've met people that have phenomenal gifts but that 
does not mean that they're mature.  But using that gift is one measure of maturity in your life.  
Use your gifts for the Kingdom, for things that would bless The Church and would move 
things forward. 

If you were to spend time in our staff meetings and talking to some of the staff here at the 
church there would be a phrase that you would hear would hear often and that phrase is 
“saints-driven ministry.”  That may sound sort of like some churchy phrase or even like, I 
don't know why they'd even say something like that; you may be thinking about ancient saints 
or something like that.  When the Scripture speaks of saints it talks about those who are saved 
by the grace of Jesus Christ.  So that's the people in this room right now that have put their 
faith and trust in Jesus.  He says God sees you as saints.   

In the book of Ephesians it says this in Ephesians Chapter 42, God gave some as apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, shepherds, and teachers to equip the saints – those who have put their 
trust in Jesus – for works of service.  And so we are reminded every day that our job as 
pastors is to recognize your gifts and equip you to use those gifts.  God has given you that gift.  
His Holy Spirit gave you that gift.  He has super charged that gift in a powerful way and our 

job is how can we help you to get to using that gift.  And I've seen it happen in ministry where people 
are trying to fulfill a position, fulfill a gift that isn't their gifting because they just know that that need is 
                                                 
1 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  ~  JAMES 1:2-4 
2 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.  ~ EPHESIANS 4:11-14 
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there, and that oftentimes happens in The Church.  And our job is to keep on finding people that are 
gifted for that area, putting them in that position, and letting that person that's just fulfilling a need go 
into their area of highest giftedness. 

So here's what I'd like to do real quick for you, I'd like to go through these verses that we just read and 
I'd like to talk through some of these gifts.  And so a long time ago if we were preaching this sermon 
15 years ago one of the things I might have done is hand out a “gift survey” where, you know, you go 
through there and you answer a bunch of questions and at the end you add up this column and this 
column and this column and then it'll show you what gift you have.  And that's fine, um, we don't have 
to hand that out today because if you want to you can just Google “gift survey” and you'll come up with 
a gift survey and you can go through that that exercise.  And if you want to do that you can do that.  If 
I'm really boring, just do that right now and it’ll sober me—that's awesome.  If you think of it on your 
way home going [gestures texting on cellphone] “I want to check and see if what I think it is is what it 
is,” that's fine.  Just Google that and check it out.  But let me throw this at you, I don't know that you 
need the gift survey and here's why I would say that.   

A couple weeks ago I was talking to my wife, we were talking about—you know, there's always in 
business there's another, you know, personality type inventory that, you know, is the latest coolest thing 
that everyone's running their business by and all this kind of stuff.  So I was talking to her a little bit 
about the enneagram.  Have you heard of the enneagram?  Some of the business people you get to talk to 
talk about that all the time.  And so I was talking to her about that we were talking about what number 
we were on the enneagram and we said, “I wonder what number my daughter is?”  And so I called her 
and I said, “Hey, what number are you on the enneagram?”  And she goes, “You know, Dad, I don't 
care.  I get so tired of every time you go to a business training they're wanting to run you through this 
stuff again.”  I said, “Well, I just want to know.  I just want to know.”  She goes, “I don't feel like filling 
out the form.”  I said, “You don't need to fill out any form.  I'll ask you a couple questions and I'll know 
what number you are.”  And so we did that and pretty soon we were having a nice conversation.  It was 
a lot of fun and I figured it out.  But here's what I'm gonna say to you:  I don't think you need to fill out a 
form, I think what I would say to you today is listen to these explanations of these gifts, you'll know real 
quick. 

I had someone at the door last hour say to me, “You missed my gift.”  I said, “Well, there's four different 
passages with the gifts in it.”  He goes, “Yeah, but you missed it in our passage today.”  I said, “I know, 
I missed that one.”  So anyhow, hopefully I won't miss any of the gifts as I go down through the passage 
today but the point being is he knew exactly what his gift was even as he read through it – we’re smart 
people.  And when you know what your gift is you go, “I know what the text says, use it.”  So that’s all 
I'm going to do is give you the quick explanation a few of these gifts and then I'm going to say use it.  So 
if you have your Bibles open, let's just look through these gifts.  I'm in verse 6 it says: 

6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 
in proportion to our faith;  

~ ROMANS 12:6 

So, when we think of prophecy or we think of prophets, we think of those who 
foretell the future.  I want you to know that’s actually the rare and small piece 
and in fact, the Scripture says in Jude 1:3 the once for all given faith, so the 

PROPHECY 
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faith has been now given.3  There isn’t the need for us to give prophecy that’s foretelling the future, but 
now the gift of prophecy is about “forth telling” and so it's going to be all about telling and speaking the 
truth and biblically calling out sin.  I believe the gift of prophecies, those people that have the gift of 
prophecy, they want to declare who God is and what God's will is and what God wants us to do and it's 
just a real focus in on speaking that out.  And you get around some people that's just how they speak into 
life.  

The second one as we go through this text is the gift of service and you'll see 
that: “if service, in our serving,” verse 7.  And service is those people who are 
motivated by helping.  Some of you have someone like that in your family, 
they just can't help themselves, they've got to jump in there and they've got to 

help.  I saw it exemplified this morning.  I was walking by the men's bathroom and I peeked my head in 
there because I don't know if you know we just remodeled both the men's and women's bathrooms and 
right outside that door to the left, they're brand new and they're now open and we’re really pumped up 
and excited about that, appreciative of God providing that, and as I went in there one of our worship 
team members was in there with a mop and a broom and a dustpan.  I mean, I was sort of confused like, 
“What are you doing?”  He said, “Well, there was a mess in here.  I’m cleaning it up.”  And he was 
cleaning other stuff up at that point because he has the gift of service, he can't help himself but to serve.  
People that have the gift of service you know who you are in this room and you're not the type that 
wants to be a headline.  This person I'm sure does not want me to bring out his name in this room, but 
when you have that gift of service you're just wanting like crazy to serve. 

The next one is, “the one who teaches, in his teaching.”  Those of you who 
are teachers in this room you work hard to know information, to study well, to 
get the facts straight and accurate, and then to effectively communicate that to 
the person that's listening.  And for you, you find great joy in studying new 

information and communicating it to others to help others be able to learn, and you want to provide it in 
a way that is useful. 

And the next gift here is the gift of exhortation and the person that has 
exhortation believes that a word spoken at the right moment to the right 
person is going to make all the difference in their lives.  And so for many 
of you, you're watching and you're listening for that moment when you 

can just say that right word to that person.  Now sometimes it includes admonishing and calling them 
out, other times it means coming alongside and comforting them in a moment and being alongside of 
them. 

The next one we've already talked about a little bit before we started this 
message, but it's the area of contributing or generosity.  You'll see it there in 
the middle of verse 8, it says, “the one who contributes, in generosity.”  And 
we talked about that word “meta” in front of generosity where it's more than 

just being obedient in giving and doing what you're supposed to do in giving.  It is a matter of it just 
brings you incredible joy and you can't help yourself.  You're just constantly thinking of ways to give to 
other people.  And you want to make you happy, you give.  And that's why oftentimes you'll respond 
with going, “Hey, it was a privilege to give.”  Now, for the rest of us we know we should give and there 

                                                 
3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to 

contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.  ~ Jude 1:3 
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are times that we need to give and there are times that we're like, “Yeah, I want to give in this moment,” 
but it's very different than the person with the gift of giving.   

In fact, I'll repeat this again in a minute, but all of the gifts we all should do.  We can't just say, “Aw, 
yeah, I don't ever teach.”  Think about a mother that doesn't teach their children because they don't have 
the gift of teaching; it's just that mother that has the gift of teaching.  They're amazing.  But there's other 
mothers who say, “Yeah, I teach them but that's not like my natural language.”  It may be more natural 
in another area.   

The next one after generosity is the one who leads with zeal.  This is one I 
actually forgot last hour and I love this one because every time The Church 
gathers there's someone who needs to lead things up, needs to tell us all which 
way to go and how to get there and put us all together in teams and to be able 

to organize us.  And there are some of you in this room that are just amazing at inspiring people to 
follow you, and to be able to set things up and organize things in such a way that everyone goes, “That's 
someone I want to follow.  They're going to set it up and they're gonna make me successful by being 
led.”  So the one that influences and empowers others to follow is a leader.   

And then the last one that's listed in this passage is it says, “the one who does 
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”  And there are those who you come across 
that they just want to bring harmony in a room.  They want everyone to be 
okay.  They want everyone to just be happy.  They want to solve any problem 

that comes up and that's a person who cares deeply about the needs of others.   

Now I mentioned it just a second ago, but all the gifts are things that we all should be doing all the time, 
but among those gifts there's one maybe two that God's Holy Spirit has done something special with in 
your life and you have that special gift.  Let me ask you this:  You figured out what gift you have?  [He 
surveys the audience]  Wow, that was flllaaat.  [He laughs]  You know, my hope is that you would say, 
“I'm gonna start using that gift for the glory of God.” 

So to tell you a little story and then I want to read you something I wrote.  When we went to Seattle a 
month ago to visit my daughter, on the second day she says, “Hey, we're gonna get up early and we're 
gonna go down to the park and we're gonna feed the homeless.”  And as you know Seattle has a huge 
homeless population.  I have to tell you the first thing that comes to my mind – that's not my gift.  It's 
just not.  That's not where I excel.  It's not where I naturally go, but it was probably one of the most 
profound few hours in the last month that I've had.  And while we were there and as we were feeding 
those homeless I had lots of responses to what was going on.  But one of the things I recognized is, and 
I've always recognized this, I don't have the gift of mercy.  So when I look at a person that isn't my first 
response.  I have other gifts, but that's not my gift.  

I asked my daughter, I said, “This gentleman that is leading this up, is 
he someone that your church has put into that position to head up 
homeless ministries?”  And she says, “Oh, no, no.  Our church doesn't 
do anything for the homeless.”  I said, “Ooh, is that is that like a bad 
thing?”  She goes, “No, the church's job isn't like to solve every 
problem out there and do every ministry.”  But she says, “He's part of 
The Church and he felt a need for it and he did it.”  I said, “Well, does 
the church advertise it and stuff like that?”  She goes, “No.”  She goes, 
“He has all these ads that he puts onto Facebook and on Facebook he 

LEADER 

MERCY 

Feeding Seattle homeless 
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calls all sorts of people in by putting these ads on there to come feed the homeless every Saturday 
morning.  And they do it every Saturday morning and they never miss.” 

And I looked at that and I recognize, listen, just because you don't have the gift of mercy doesn't mean 
you shouldn't go do this.  But something else came to my mind as I was observing this thing is this is 
what the body of Christ does.  When we have gifts we use our gifts.  When God's calling us to use those 
gifts, we do it.  We don't wait for the church to come up with a plan, we don't look at the church and say, 
“I can't believe you don't have a homeless ministry.”  You jump in there and you start doing it and when 
the body of Christ with their many gifts start coming together cool things happen.  And this is what 
dawned on me in this experience is that in that experience not everyone there had the gift of mercy.   

Now, I had to use it, I had to use mercy in that time but it sure certainly was not my gift and I wasn't just 
able to power up on that gift.  And what I realized, that of all the people that arrived there that day and 
what they were doing, different people were using different gifts.  And so I just wrote this down:  I 
recognized that—and I'm going to use the gifts that we spoke of here this morning.  First of all—and 
they're in a different order—there were people there with the gift of leadership that were organizing 
everyone because a lot of people came to feed these homeless people.  They all needed to know their 
jobs and know exactly how to do what when.  There were actually people there that were teaching the 
team what they needed to know.  They needed to know where to go, when to go, how to do it, how to set 
up the tables, how to do all the food, how to talk to the people, so they're there teaching them how to do it.   

There were people there with mercy, they were the people feeding the people, caring for the needs of the 
people.  There was a prophet there; there was someone standing there preaching to the people, actually 
telling them the Word of God saying, “Listen, you need to be saved.  You need to put your trust in Jesus.  
That's the only hope you have for your life.  That's the only solution that you have for your life.”  There 
were people there that were generous and I'm talking about had the gift of generosity; who when they 
realized we were running out of hot chocolate jetted it out and headed down to the store and bought all 
the hot chocolate they had there to come back.  Now the person with the gift of leadership, they weren't 
concerned about, we’ll switch over to coffee.  The person with the gift of mercy was going, “Yeah, if 
you can go buy that, that'd be great.  People can't be without hot chocolate.”  And the person with the 
gift of generosity was thrilled at the privilege.  I'm standing going, “Don't waste your time.  It's fine.  It's 
gonna all be over too soon.”   

The person with the gift of exhortation was walking around talking to each of the homeless people 
trying to find that right word, praying that that right word coming out of their mouths would be the word 
that would encourage that person.  And the person with the gift of service was quietly walking around 
with the trash bag picking up trash and helping clean up after everyone.   

If you talked to me about homeless ministry I'd say it's a ministry that needs the gift of mercy, and yet as 
I just read that list to you I realize that it needs all the gifts.  You may have come to church this morning 
saying, “Hey, you know, I'm going to hear a sermon.  I need to hear someone that has the gift of 
prophecy.”  Are you kidding me?  You know what it took to put on this morning?  I'm the least of 
everything that it took to put on this morning.  It takes the entire body. 

Imagine this morning if when you walked into this place there were people waiting to serve you.  It's 
just, it's like walking into the finest restaurant and they can't wait to reach out and provide a need for 
you.  Imagine a place this morning that there were people waiting to lead you, someone waiting to give 
you just that right word at that right time, someone waiting to give you the Word of God, someone being 
generous to you.  You see, that would be a forward church doing what The Church is supposed to do, 
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and it's not just a few people assigned to do so because we have this tendency to say, 
“Someone else is doing it,” but to say, “No, God has given me this gift.”  And 
here's what the text says, I told you I would say this, the text, the word of 
Scripture that we need to follow that tells us the will of God says:  Use it.  

Now, how do I know what it is?  I pray about it, I seek God, “God, what are You using?  What are You 
blessing?  What do other people tell me I'm good at?  What, when I have used it in the past, have I seen 
you bless for your Kingdom, God?”  And I'm just gonna give it a try.  There are many people I talk to 
that say, “I really want to know my purpose.”  “I want to know my role in the Kingdom of God.”  “I 
want to know what God's will for my life is.”  And here is the simple answer:  God gave you His Holy 
Spirit and God's Holy Spirit, the first thing He gave you when you got saved was a gift.  The text says 
use it and you'll know your role, you'll know your purpose, you'll be in the will of God. 

Let me pray for you. 

Lord Jesus, 

I would just ask that we'd be a place that would use our gifts.  I pray that You‘d just 
convince all of us to jump in there.  And whether it's starting our own ministry and inviting 
people on Facebook to be part of it, or whether it's signing one of those cards in the back 
of the chair saying, “Here's how I'd like to serve,” I pray that each one of us will just jump 

into that.  Or whether it's just doing it when we arrive every weekend and just being The Church 
and using our gift the moment we arrive.  But I pray that it won't just be on a Sunday morning or 
on a Saturday morning, but that we’ll use that gift all week long to strengthen your Church. 

Now, Lord Jesus, I pray that your hand a blessing will be upon each person in this room.  I pray 
that we'll leave here fired up to follow You and to serve You and to live for You.  That they'll 
know very clearly from your Word the next steps to take in their life and I pray that they'll take 
them.   

We ask this in Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

 Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/360539234  
 YouTube:  https://youtu.be/lCNiF-wwrm0  
 Facebook – 930AM:  https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/696074964189499/  
 Facebook – 11AM:  https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/975500979508572/  
 Calvary Fellowship website:  https://www.cfdowningtown.com/watch 
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