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I hope you have your Bibles with you today.  Right?  You got your Bibles?  If you 
do, start turning to John chapter 14.  We're gonna spend a bunch of time in John 
chapter 14 today.  I also want to draw your attention, hopefully on the way in you 
got one of these programs [he holds one up] with all of the announcements on it 
and all the cool stuff going on here.  It's just too much to even talk about.  Just 
jump in, be a part of it all, it is a ridiculously huge blessing to be a part of all of 
this.  On the back side you will see all sorts of notes.  I’ve placed these notes on 
here so as to give you the opportunity to sort of get to follow along in the text and 
understand all of this, so follow along with the notes.  

We started last week a series called GROUNDED and the whole idea is to say:  What are the major 
doctrines of the Bible that we think are absolutely essential?  A number of years ago, probably the most 
popular series we've ever done, we took 17 weeks and went through a doctrine every week, but it took 
us an hour to go through that doctrine so that's pretty tough to do on a Sunday morning, so what we 
decided to do is to take one of those doctrines, the doctrine of God, and specifically that of the Trinity, 
and that we would spend four weeks talking about it.  So that's where we are today.  In 1st Timothy the 
Apostle Paul said to Timothy, he says:   

16 Watch your life and doctrine closely.  

~ 1 TIMOTHY 4:16a (NIV) 

The word “doctrine” sounds big and heavy, sounds churchy—it's not.  It’s just teaching.  Watch your 
life, watch how you live, watch the teaching that you're receiving very, very carefully because we 
receive a lot of teaching.  You're just constantly being taught in our time; every time you jump onto the 
Internet you're seeing it.  My phone now is reporting to me once a week how much screen time I'm 
doing a day, that really irritates me, I wish it would knock it off, but they're feeding me stuff, they're 
teaching me stuff constantly.  And so we're learning things so we need to be really careful to figure out 
what we're being taught.  And so Paul says be very, very careful what you're being taught.   

Here's what we want to talk about this week and then again for the next two times that we have this 
conversation together, in each one of our lives there is a deep longing 
for something that  cannot be satisfied outside of knowing who God 
is.  We asked the question who is my God?  Who do I believe in?  
Who do I worship?  Who is it that I will see when I die?  And when 
things get tough in my life, who do I go to and how do I get to him?  
How does he respond?  How is it that he helps me?  And how can I 
get there eventually after this life ends?  I am convinced that what we 

believe about God matters.  The writers of the book of Hebrews said this in Hebrews chapter 11, verse 
6: 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 

— and that's what we want to do today — 

must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

~ HEBREWS 11:6 (NIV) 

I know you come to this place this morning because you are seeking God.  It's the only reason to come 
here.  We come here to get to know God better and to come face-to-face with Him.  And as we seek Him 
it says He will reward us if we do so.  So last week as we got started we laid down this foundation that 
we probably in our own minds we have a too small of a god, and so we go to him and we see him as sort 
of one that we can manipulate and get what we want out of, and when we don't we sort of yell at him 
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and walk away the other way.  He's a god that we put our attention on once in a while and then 
something else becomes way more important and we chase after that for a long time until troubles come 
and then all of a sudden we freak out in that moment and we go back, but we keep him very small.  And 
what we said last week is a small god is no god at all; it's a god of our own making.  It's not what we're 
looking for.  We want a big God.  One who is bigger and further beyond us, beyond anything we could 
ask or imagine.   

We reminded ourselves last week that there is only one God.  Only one God.  And we need to come to 
know that one true God because if we get that wrong everything else that we believe is true in our world 
gets very, very squishy, it doesn't make much sense, so we need to find out, we need to get on solid 

footing.  We need good doctrine, good teaching on who God is.  And so you’ll 
look through the Bible and you begin to try to understand this and piece this 
together, you come up with a concept that a guy by name of Tertullian came up 
with in the late 100’s where he put it all together and saw it and tried to explain 
something that we will agree together is radically unexplainable, which is good 
because God is bigger than we are, and it is the concept of the Trinity; that there is 
only one God but He reveals Himself in three distinct equal persons—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit—who are each fully and equally God. 

So here's what we're going to do.  Today we're going to talk about the Father is God.  Next time we have 
a conversation we're going to talk about the Son is God, and then in our final session we're going to talk 
about the Holy Spirit is God and we're gonna put all of this together and we're gonna take something that 
still blows our mind and still hard to wrap our arms around and try to put it all together.  So here's what 
I'm going to ask you to do right now if you would, would you reach over your shoulder and pull that 
seatbelt down over you, strap yourself in, I don't think you're gonna be needing 
helmets in this message today, I don't think it's gonna be that difficult, but I'd love you 
to just snap that into place and lock that in.  Now our tendency right now is to head to 
the doors, head to the bathrooms.  If you have to go to the bathrooms or the doors, use 
the back doors.  Here's what we're noticing when people use this door (he points to his 
left] the whole place watches you go [Laughter]  and it's sort of weird, and then the 
light comes in, so if you would, if you have to slip out, go out through the back door 
and unbuckle your seatbelt quietly when you do so.  Okay?  I’m trying to say that real 
nicely.  

Got your seatbelts on?  Listen to this quote by A. W. Tozer,1 I mentioned him last week and talked about 
old dead guys. 

 
It is now common practice in most evangelical churches to offer the people, especially the young 
people, a maximum of entertainment and a minimum of serious instruction. It is scarcely 
possible in most places to get anyone to attend a meeting where the only attraction is God. One 
can only conclude that God's professed children are bored with Him, for they must be wooed to 
meeting with a stick of striped candy in the form of religious movies, games and refreshments. 

 ~ A.W. TOZER, Man: The Dwelling Place of God 

 

You can tell this is old when he talks about being wooed with a stick of striped candy; today it’s good 
coffee and you know I like that.   

                                                 
1  Quote retrieved from https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/1082290.A_W_Tozer?page=7 



09.30.2018 | GROUNDED | Week 2 
 

 

 

 – 3 – 

So here's we're gonna start today – the father is God.  Listen to 2nd Peter chapter 1, verse 17, speaking 
of Jesus: 

17 For when he received honor and glory  

— now capture these words — 

from God the Father,  

— that’s who we’re talking about today — 

and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory,  

— God the Father speaking these words — 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 

~ 2 PETER 1:17 

Rarely is God the Father questioned.  We don't really question Is the Father – God?  I want to say this 
though, I also don't think we talk about it a lot.  It's sort of assumed that God the Father is God and we 
just sort of leave it there.  Now when we get to God the Son, and it's why Stephanie mentioned a little 
bit ago we're going to be having a class where we talk about the Trinity starting next week this hour, we 
sometimes find there's a lot of pushback with people that don't like Jesus being God.  That was the 
whole problem Jesus had when He came here to the earth; even though they were looking for a Messiah, 
when He said He was God lots of pushback.  Because if the one who is going to redeem us is God, you 
have to believe in Him.  If he's not, then it's nothing.  So we'll be talking about that next time we talk 
together. 

And then the final, the Holy Spirit is God, because of some of the excesses that we find in our world 
today and some of the weird stuff that goes on that isn't found in our Bible, a lot of people go, “I don't 
want to have anything to do with that.”  So we'll be getting to that, but today my hope is to bring your 
focus and your attention to the Father, Father God, to God the Father.  And I'd love to do that by taking 
you to John 14, but before I do that I want to talk to you about why this particular understanding of God 
may actually be confused some, may be hard to understand some, sometimes a bit distorted for some of 
us maybe if not all of us.  When God describes Himself as Father, when Jesus refers to Him as our 
Father, He uses language that accommodates us with our understanding, something that all of us would 
naturally understand that transcends time and space, so He uses a word that we get.  The problem for us 
though is that for each one of us that word is loaded with meaning and experience, life experience, and 
what I've observed is that life experience very much weighs in on what our view of God as Father is.  

So think with me for the moment.  There are probably some of you in this room today, 
you know better biologically but you would say boldly in this room today:  “I don't 
have a father.”  “Never met him.”  “Didn't see him.”  “He wasn't in my life.”   “I don't 
have a father.”  And for many that kind of thought process makes it hard 
to believe that there is a Heavenly Father, God Himself, who is there for 
them and oftentimes will reject God outright.  There are some of you in 
this room today who your father abandoned your mother, and abandoned 
you, and abandoned your brothers and sisters at a young age, and you haven't seen 
your father since then, or he was very infrequent.  And for you when you look at 
God you realize that He set all of this in motion and made all this happen and then 
your thought is somehow He just goes away and lets it happen, and that's how 
you're interpreting your life today.   

I didn’t have 
a father. 

Didn’t 
see him. 

He wasn’t 
in my life. 

Never 
met him. 
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For some of you, your father was harsh, he was abusive, he was cruel, he was unkind, and so you 
struggle when you look at God the Father because you see a God that brings down fire.  You see a God 
that you don't want to get close to.  To you God is painful.   

I had a friend in high school, probably one of my best friends, we used to say to him, “What time do you 
have to be home tonight, because I gotta be home at 7:15” or something like that.  He’d say, “Uh, it 
doesn't matter, I have to be home at breakfast.”  So we stopped asking because for him his dad was 
permissive.  His dad, anything went, there was zero discipline in his family.  As kids we thought that 
was the coolest thing.  He had the best thing going.  So for some of you, you have a dad who's been 
super permissive, avoidant of any conflict, wouldn't ever tell you [that] you were wrong, would never 
tell you not to cross a line, and as a result there were certain lines that you ended up crossing that sent 
you down a wrong path.  But for you, you just see God as a permissive God, as a conflict-avoidant God, 
as a God that says do whatever you want, whenever you want.   

Some of you had a dad that while he was there he was very distant emotionally.  He was physically there 
but he wasn't, and that dad was extremely in charge; never said a word, but he was in charge.  And so 
you when you look at God you say yeah, God's in charge but He's somewhere far away and this isn't the 
place where I can be connected.  And so you might even use some of those words, omniscient and 
all-powerful and those kinds of things, but it really sets God at a way distant place for you even though 
you know He is there. 

Listen, as I think about this I realize we could go through a whole lot of different scenarios.  Someone 
that last week said when they picture God they picture an old man sitting on the throne in Heaven.  Is it 
possible the reason why that's your picture is because for you your dad was just an old guy sitting on a 
Lazyboy in the living room watching football?  And yet that wouldn't even be a right view because the 
reason why we age is because of sin—God has no sin, He has no age.  And some of you when you think 
of your father you go, “I had a great father.”  Then you’d be quick to say, “Oh, he wasn’t perfect, but…”  
You had a great father.  He was loving, he was there, he provided, you had security, you felt strength in 
your home, he loved your mom, and you just look at that and you go, “How did I get so blessed?”  I 
sense the tension as each of these things are mentioned in the room—how was my father in that way?—
and some of you are in that spot here today. 

I gotta tell you [he starts chuckling].  This week I'm like, “Aw, I hate it that my kids are, like, in the 
room for this.  I don’t even wanna know which one of these I am, you know?  It's like, you know us 
guys are like, “Oh, man, this is a little bit harsh.  This is a little bit hard.”  Here's what I want to tell you 
up front:  I don't want you to receive it that way.  Guys, I don't want you to shut down at this moment.   

In fact, those of you who I just dredged up something and I got some emotions firing within you, I ask 
you—would you hang with me for just a minute and go with me where Jesus is gonna take us in just a 
moment?  And here's why, because you're going to find healing in what Jesus said.  You're gonna find 
healing, you're gonna find strength, you're gonna find power, you're going to find your Father in 
Heaven.  Remember Jesus prayed, “Our Father who art in heaven”?  And I want you today to be able to 
move beyond this vision that you have that's based on your own father, and to be able to put your 
attention today on the bigness of the Father God who is in heaven today.  I want us to enlarge our view 
of Him. 

So hopefully after I’ve mentioned a number of times you have your Bibles open to John chapter 14; I'm 
gonna take you through a bunch of stuff here real fast.  In John chapter 14 here's a word you see over 
and over in this chapter and it is the word “Father.”  Jesus keeps on speaking of the Father.  Jesus keeps 
on revealing the Father to us.   

Chapter 14, verse 1 of John: 
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1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 

~ JOHN 14:1 

So the reason why Jesus says that, here's what you gotta understand, it is the last week before Jesus goes 
to the cross.  It is Thursday.  He is in the Upper Room with His disciples, those guys that hung out with 
Him who He led, who followed Him over the previous three years.  In the chapter before at the 
beginning of chapter 13 in verse 1 it says, “his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 
Father”— 

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end.  

~ JOHN 13:1 

And all of a sudden the disciples go into what I’d call, you know, “Oh-no!” mode.  They've had Him for 
the last three years.  Everything they needed He provided.  Any kind of information they wanted to 
know, He could explain it to them on the spot.  There was a security, there was a love, there was an 
excitement of seeing what He was doing every day, and now all of a sudden He was gone, or would be 
going away, and now what?  And here He says, chapter 14, verse 1: 

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 

— and then He says — 
2 In my Father's house are many rooms.  

And all of a sudden what we're going to see take place in this chapter is He's going to take the Father 
and use words that help us connect with Him.  He's going to take a very familiar thing to every one of us 
in this room – a house – and He's going to connect it with God.  And He's going to say in that house He 
has rooms and He's making one for you, and there is room for you.  You don't have to be in this mode 
where all of a sudden God is far away.  Jesus says I want you to know God loves you.  I want you to be 
comforted by that.  I don't want you to be scared because I'm going away.  In fact, He says I have to go 
away.  For Jesus to go away was to prepare so that we could come to that house.  Listen to what it says 
here: 

If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going. 

~ JOHN 14:1-4 

Remember, we studied this way back in the book of Genesis where it all began, where we looked at the 
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—being involved in creation.  You remember shortly thereafter 
mankind falls, sin, and as a result of that sin there is separation from God.  And now the only way God 
can deal with that sin is for His wrath to come down on that sin.  From there on out they did all these 
sacrifices which were substitutes to take the place so that the people could place their sin on an animal 
and that animal would sacrificially take on the sin of those people, but it had to keep on going over and 
over and over again.  The people cried out, “God, send us a Messiah!  Send us a Savior!”  And Jesus 
comes.   

Jesus now, right before He goes to the cross says I'm about to go prepare a place.  He has to go die on 
the cross.  He has to take on the sins of the whole world on Himself.  He has to die.  He has to be buried.  
He has to go into the grave and raise from that dead overcoming death and sin, as He's taken sin on 
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Himself to say listen, all of you can know for certain that I have overcome death, I have overcome sin, 
and so you can have that forgiveness yourself.  And so here we are in this responsive mode.  He says to 
His disciples I can't go prepare a place for you without leaving.  I've got to go do that right now. 

So verse 5 Thomas says to him: 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 

— and Jesus says to him very familiar words, He says — 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way,  

~ JOHN 14:5-6a 

You wanna know how to get to Heaven?  Jesus says it's a person; it is Jesus.  In the earliest days of the 
church, you can see it in the book of Acts over and over, Christianity, following Jesus is referred to as 
“The Way” because the claim of The Way was that the only way to get to God was through Jesus.  And 
they realized He's saying it is the way, the only way, and He's claiming massive exclusivity.  He says I 
am the only way; I am the only way to God.  If someone tells you there's another way, you've got to read 
what Jesus’ words are, so I would keep on saying to you open up this Book, read it, read it as often as 
you can.  If you haven't been doing it for a little while, get right back into it and you're gonna keep on 
finding out who God is.   

Jesus says: 
6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes  

— and here’s the word again and it’s written 
throughout this passage — 

to the Father  

— you don’t get to the Father — 

except through me. 

He says He says I go to prepare a place for you.  I go to make it 
possible for you to come to the Father, to come before the Father.  Verse 7 He says:  

7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 

— and all of a sudden it’s as if [he raises his hand], “Ooh, ooh, ooh!  I have a question!”  Next verse — 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 

You just said if you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the Father.  Show us!  Show us!  We wanna see that; and if 
you’ll show us the Father that’s enough for us.   Isn’t that what we want?  Isn’t that why we keep 
coming back here, we want to get to know God?  That’s why this is so important.  There is that longing 
inside of our hearts that seeks to know thee Father.  Regardless of what this human father was like, we 
now, Jesus is pointing us to thee Father.  Philip says, “Show us.”  Verse 9: 

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

~ JOHN 14:6-8 
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Last week when we talked about Jesus being seen in the creation process we talked from Colossians 
chapter 1, verse 16, that said, “For by him all things were created in heaven and earth things visible 
things invisible…” and so Jesus was there at creation.  Eternal God existing all in the past.  He was not 
created.  He was eternally God and He was there at creation.  The verse prior to that, listen to what it 
says, Colossians chapter 1, verse 15; it says: 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

~ COLOSSIANS 1:15 

I asked around the house yesterday and I said, “I have a question for you.  What are all these little boxes 
on here?”  [He holds up his cell phone with the screen lit up.]  They’re like, “I dunno.  
Apps?”  I said, “Um, that's not what I was hoping you'd say.”  They're like, “Icons?”  
I said, “Yes, that's what I was hoping you would say.”  [Holding phone screen 
towards audience]  So, would you agree these are icons?  Okay.  They're an image 
to show me what's behind it.  Right?  In the Greek language, listen to this, “He is the 
image of the invisible God,”—that word “image” in the Greek language is the word 
“icon.”  He is the icon of the invisible God.  If you want to see God, you look to 
Jesus.  

Now, many churches you've come from have icons hanging all over the place, symbols of all sorts of 
different things.  Jesus says, “Whoa! Whoa!  Whoa!  Back up.”  All you need to do is look at Jesus, and 
when you see Jesus, He is the icon or the image of the invisible God. 

Let me keep on reading in this text.  He says in verse 9: 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, 
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?  

~ JOHN 14:9-10 

So you remember, there’s three distinct persons, one God, equal, I mean, this is mind-numbing to put 
together.  In Romans chapter 5, I’ll just turn there real quick and read this to you, there is something that 
is stated that is just incredibly powerful.  And I’m sorry, it’s 8:15, it better be or I’m gonna be turning to 
the wrong place… and it’s not there either.  It was there first hour.  [Laughter]  You’d think I was 
unprepared.  Oh, that’s because I’m looking at the wrong place.  Okay, I’m sorry, it is 8:15, chapter 8, 
verse 15, listen to these words: 

15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,  

— This is Paul talking to the people.  So, you remember what we said about the apostles at the 
beginning.  So you met Jesus, you’ve been with Him, you’ve experienced Him, and then all of a sudden 
something happened and they get fearful, they get scared, and all this kind of stuff.  Paul says to all of us 
who have ever been in that spot, we’ve followed Jesus and all of a sudden something pops up in our life 
and it all seems to go wrong and our first response is, “I’m out!  This is too scary.  Maybe God’s not 
real.  Maybe I don’t want to go there anymore.”  And Paul’s saying, “Stop.  Stop that.  Stop.  That’s 
wrong thinking”  — 

but you have received the Spirit of adoption 

— God’s adopted you into His family — 

 as sons,  
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— and by the way, that was an incredibly new consideration to understand that God would do that in 
that time; and then it says this — 

by whom we cry,  

— and here’s what I wanted you to hear — 

“Abba! Father!”  

~ ROMANS 8:15 

What begins to be presented to us here is a personal God.  
When he says, “Abba!  Father!” it’s as if he’s saying, 
“Daddy!  Daddy!”  I’ve heard it translated before as “Papa 
God.”  Whatever it is, whatever that warm, affectionate 
word that you would use to call out to daddy, that’s what 
he’s using here.  You’re fearful, you’re scared, you’re 
cowering back, you’re questioning, he says, “Here’s what I 
want you to do.  Don’t do that.  Put your arms up.”  Again, 
he’s using accommodated language to help us understand 
what we’re dealing with here.  The daddy that you always 
wanted, the very best daddy that ever existed, reach up to 
God and say, “Abba!  Father!”  “Papa!”  “Daddy!”  He will 
reach down and take you into His arms.   

The next verse says: 
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  

~ ROMANS 8:16 

He, the Scripture says, will never leave you.  He will never forsake you. 

First Peter chapter 1, verse 8, says this: 
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,  

~ 1 PETER 1:8 

We said last week that theology, the study of God, leads to doxology, leads to praise.  Even though you 
haven't seen Him, Jesus says if you've seen Me you've seen the Father.  The problem you and I have is a 
little different than what these original disciples had.  They hadn't seen God, they had seen Jesus.  Jesus 
says if you've seen Me, you've seen God.  We are one.  I represent Him.  He speaks through Me.  He 
speaks my words.  I speak what He has said.  Here's the problem you and I have, we haven't seen God 
and we haven't seen Jesus, what do we have?  The Scripture is clear, if you listen to My words you've 
heard the words of God.  We come here to see who Jesus is and when we see the love and the 
compassion as we read through books like John, the Gospel of John, and the love and the care He has for 
the people, the healing He brings.  He says when you meet Me, when you learn who I am, you've 
learned who the Father is. 

Verse 12: 
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.  13 Whatever you 



09.30.2018 | GROUNDED | Week 2 
 

 

 

 – 9 – 

ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14 If you ask 
me anything in my name, I will do it. 

~ JOHN 14:12-14 

And that immediately launches in this chapter into a section on the Holy Spirit of God.  I don't know if 
you’ve picked up on this today.  We can't talk about the Father God without talking about the Son who 
has revealed the Father, or, you can't talk about the Son without talking to the Father who is providing 
the words to the Son, the very words of the divine acts of the Father to the Son without talking about the 
Son who's leaving to go back to Heaven in this passage saying don't be so scared, the Holy Spirit is 
coming into your life.  One God, three persons—Father is God, Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God.  

I’ll wrap up here with a story for you I've told you a little bit about in the past.  There's certain things 
that are rather influential in your life, this is one of them, and I believe it applies to a lot of what we have 
to talk about today.  Growing up my mom told us the story many times that she grew up with a dad.  By 
the time she was born her dad, who was very clear that he did not want a child, left.  She never met her 
dad.  All she knew is that her dad didn't want a child and when he heard about her, he left.  I remember 
many times in my growing up life my mom looking for her dad, my grandpa.  As I came to a place in 
my life where I had my own family and my own children, I'd tell this story also because they’d ask.  
They asked about my grandma, my grandpa.  They'd ask about on my mother's side, on my father's side; 
on my mother's side there was no grandpa.   

My kids were troubled over that as my mother was.  There's something inside of us that wants to know.  
These now were the years of the Internet, my daughter being raised on the Internet, would go to work on 
trying to figure out who this man was.  We knew very, very little about him, almost nothing; sort of 
knew a name, that was about it.  Sort of knew where he was from, that was about it.  And she began with 
that little information and started building, building, building on it, looking in newspaper articles from 
the past, digging down deep in.  I finally splurged and bought her a subscription to that ancestry.com 
website and she dug into that and chased down, and now all of a sudden we 
had a million more names and a million more branches and you don't know, 
is this who this is or what is this because it just didn't make much sense 
looking at old genealogical records, looking at old censuses and that kind of thing, trying to make sense 
of it.   

She finally gets to a place where she thinks she's made some sense of it and sends to a number of 
different states for some birth records, death records, and divorce records hoping that somehow with all 
that information she could piece together this mystery.  Upon receiving all that information—I’ll take a 
lot of story and make it really, really short because our time is up—upon receiving all that information 
we realized it was time to make a road trip.  Now, I think we drove two and a half days to go knock on a 
door of someone that was evidently at the scene of his passing to see if somehow we could get some 
information and it appeared that this person was still alive.  We get to this door and quickly realize 
absolutely not.  No one's lived here by that name for years and we realized at that moment we've hit a 
dead end.  We went back to the hotel that evening and everyone's disappointed.  There was something in 
us that thought we're gonna find this person that was there when he died and they're gonna be able to 
give us some information about where his grave is.  We can go take a picture of that grave and then 
that'll close that chapter of our lives.  We can send a picture to my mom and she can know that 
information.  And that was the end of the trail.   

We went back to the hotel and we asked the front desk for a phone book of that local area because we 
were just convinced that everything we needed was in that local area and we found the right name in that 
book and we began to dial every one of those names in the book asking a couple just key questions.  
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And most of them just thought we were just wackos goofing around in the phone book.   Uhm, some 
thought it was a scam obviously, and so we were not getting very far.  And finally I get to this one phone 
number, a guy answers the phone and he says, “Um, what?  You need to talk to my mom.”  And she gets 
on and she's sort of like [skeptical grouchy groan], you know, it was like, who is this guy, what’s he 
want, you know, why is he wanting me?   

And as we began to talk she asked me some questions of which I knew the right answers, and she says, 
“The man you're talking about is my father.”  I said, “Well, if that man you're talking about is your 
father, that man we're talking about is my grandfather.”  She didn't know.  She didn't know.  She's 
shocked.  She doesn't know that her dad had had other wives or any of this kind of stuff.  She doesn't 
know she has any other family.  I said, “Is there any chance I could sit down and talk with you?  I just 
want to know a little bit of information.  I just want to know where he's buried.  I just would love to see 
a picture.”  And she said, “I don't know.  Let me get back with you.  I'll call you back in a half hour.  I 
need to talk to my husband.” 

Hours went by and finally she called me and she says, “Hey, um, yeah we're willing to meet.”  And she 
was willing to meet at my favorite place, Starbucks.  And when she walked up I realized the moment I 
saw her walking from a distance that's family.  She turns out to be my mother's half-sister and it starts a 
whole process of which I meet cousins that I never had, met my aunt, obviously, that I never had, uncle, 
further on down the family line.   

Here's what I want you to hear today:  It was a phenomenal experience and my mom got to meet her 
sister.  We went looking for a grave but we found a family.  Here's what I want you to hear from me 

right now:  Every other religion in the world will point you to the 
grave of their dead leader, to the father of their movement.  Only in 
Christianity, because of an empty grave, Jesus, the icon, the image of 
God, will point us to the Father.  And because of the love of the Father 
and those who would put their trust in Jesus and now have access to 
the Father and have relationship with God Himself, He would then 
call us—those who have received Him—children of God.  You've 
gone looking at the graves of other dead leaders of religions, the 
fathers of movements, but today I want you to know that you came 
looking for a grave but you found a Father and you found a family and 

you can be part of the family of God.   

And here's what I want us all to hear in this room today regardless of where you are on the trajectory of 
never met or heard of your father to having a loving Father:  There is a Father in Heaven who is the 
perfect Father, who wanted to draw all men to Himself.  The Bible says He actually chose you and when 
you were in your darkest moment, He drew you to Himself.  That He went to insane lengths to love you 
by sending His own Son to be sacrificed so that you wouldn't have to pay that price.  He loves you.  And 
when you recognize and you receive the fullness of the love of God and worship Him for who He is as 
Father God, I can promise you today that that will begin to over-shine, over-bear the pain that you feel, 
the hurt that you feel, the lack that you feel from those of us, the human fathers, who have come up 
short. 

A man came up to me at the end of last service, a big man, tears running down his face.  I said, “What's 
up?”  He said, “My dad died when I was three.”  I said, “God loves you and He wants to heal that 
broken spot in your life.”  Another lady walked up to me and she goes, “I needed this today.”  She says, 
“My father didn't like me and he told me every chance he got that he didn't like me, and I never thought 
God liked me.”  I don't know what your spot is here today, but the more people I talk to, the more I 
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recognize that each one of us struggle with our view of God that is not the real God—it's why we're 
having this conversation these weeks. 

Can I invite you to the one true God?  When the disciples said to Jesus, “How should we pray?”  You're 
familiar with these words, Jesus said: 

9 Pray then like this: 
    “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
11 Give us this day our daily bread,  
12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

~ MATTHEW 6:9-13 

Would you stand with me?  Would you bow your heads? 

Lord Jesus, 

You came to give us access to God.  You came to prepare a place for us, and I know there are 
some folks in this room right now that just want to respond to that; have spent their lives looking 
for their father and You have pointed us to the Father.   

Father God, we embrace You today in your love and your care, your omniscience, your 
omnipresence, your power, your love, your caring, the fact that You chose us and said, “I want 
you to be in My family;” that “I've got a room for you.”  

Lord Jesus, please, please, would You bring healing to all the people in this room that, we're all 
just coming from different spots and we need healing right now, so we call upon Your Name. 

It's in Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/292588879  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/Xp2e_Wmr00A 
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