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[Next Generations Pastor John Lawley] 

I'm gonna open up in a word of prayer. 

Father, 

We thank you, Lord, for just gathering here today.  Thank you that we have a church like this 
where we can gather, be encouraging one another, love on one another.  Lord, we pray for this 
message.  I pray for this message, Lord, that your Spirit would use it.  If it's just man, it's just 
words, Lord, so make your authority in this Scripture passage, make your Spirit bring about 
conviction.  Help us to love You more today than we did yesterday.  Help us to lead our families 
in this truth.  We pray for your blessing and your Spirit over this message. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

Good morning.  So for those that are fairly new with us, as Pastor Lee said, my name is John Lawley.  
I’m one of the pastors here.  So my focus is actually Next Generation, so I oversee our student and kids 
department and I also get to teach, but I just had a baby.  I have four girls.  I'm tired [chuckles], but my 
wife's more tired, God bless her soul.  So thank you for joining us this morning.  

So we are going to continue our DO'S AND DON'TS series.  I just want to start 
out by saying I have a deep conviction anytime I open the Word of God, any 
time I talk about the Word of God, and here's my convictions.  One is this:  I 
believe that the Word of God is for God's glory.  It's to reveal to us His 
nature, His goodness, His character, His plan, so the Word of God is for the 
glory of God, just like your life is.  I also believe it's for our joy and so when 
you hear things in Scripture, He is saying these things for our joy.  God's way 

is always better.  It's always right.  We may not agree sometimes, we may not feel like doing those 
things, but I know that God gives us these things for our joy.  Amen?  And so these are the pillars in 
which we talk about God's Word, in which we open up God's Word.  It is for His glory and for our joy.   

And so in that, there's a beautiful testimony that we're going to talk through in Deuteronomy and a little 
bit in the book of Romans which we've been in all year, but I want to just kind of prove that statement 
by saying this:  Paul is writing to the church of Rome, this is what we've been talking about all year, and 
he's writing to a church that's heavy in secular world.  They have pressures in the Roman Empire, the 
Roman Empire basically dominated the world for 1,500 years and the church was amidst heavy 
persecution for some of those years, and so Paul is writing to that church and all throughout the book of 
Romans he's talking about how to conduct themselves, how to live, how to love, how to live within their 
families, in their neighborhoods.  He's talking about how to love Jesus and to live out that love.  And 
let's just be reminded of this:  The Roman Empire is now in ruins and the church is growing all 
throughout the world.  So in the midst of the persecution that Paul is saying here—God is greater, God is 
more sovereign, he was.  Amen?  So you pay $15 and you can go see the Roman Colosseum and the 
rubble and there's billions of believers all around the world.  Amen?  That's amazing, that's encouraging 
to my soul, so let's approach Scripture reminded of that truth.   

So we're in the DO'S AND DON'TS series, Pastor Lee led us through the book of Romans 12, 13, 14 
talking about do's and don'ts as individuals, how we are to live out our lives, how we are to treat our 
neighbors.  And I don't know about you but as a father of four girls oftentimes when I hear stuff about 
my own life I have two questions.  I say how do I live that out through the Spirit?  And also, how do I 
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lead my family in these ways because I am the primary discipler in my family.  I have kids, I have a 
wife, I have family members, brothers and sisters, that I need to disciple.  How do I use Scripture to 
guide them towards what God is calling me to guide them to?  So I asked Pastor Lee if I could do a do's 
and don'ts family edition and he said yes, but I want to stop here and say this:  If you're single, you are 
called to disciple people around you.  The concepts, the principles we’re going to talk about applies to 
you, don't disconnect.  If you don't have children yet, you have nieces, you have nephews, you have a 
wife, you have a husband, you have a father that maybe doesn't know Jesus, or a grandfather, you have 
people in your life that you're called to disciple if you love Jesus.  So the concept and the principles will 
not change, but for the sake of where I'm at I'm gonna use the context of discipling children.  Are we 
okay with that?  Awesome. 

Okay, so if you guys want to turn with me to Deuteronomy Chapter 6, The Shema, which is really a 
Hebrew word for to listen and to apply, to obey these things, it's kind of a statement they read out loud.  
And so this is talking about families, talking about what we ought to do in Deuteronomy Chapter 6, 
verses 5-9, and I want to start by asking this question which is the question, one of two questions that 
I'm going to try to answer this morning.  The question is this:  How do I cultivate a love of Jesus in the 
heart of my children and those around me?  How do I do that?  I am called to lead my family, how do I 
do that?  So here's what Deuteronomy Chapter 6 says: 

5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit 
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. 

~ DEUTERONOMY 6:5-9 

So as Pastor Lee talked about last week for those who didn't know, there was this idea 
of this brilliant illustration of big cones, little cones – anybody remember?  Okay, for 
those [surveys audience] – okay, that tells me – okay, anyway, so maybe you were 
watching an Eagles game.  [Laughter]  But big cones – Right?  Big cones is this, 
these are the things God's Word says.  Like, these are the centers, these are the 
expectations God has for us, and he says little cones are often the things that we have 
preference of; these little cones that we often make as deal-breakers over the big cones, and 
this is where division happens, the little cones.  And so for the sake of this conversation here’s the big 
cones when I say, “How do I cultivate a love for Jesus in the heart of my children?”  The goal is for my 
children to love the Lord—with what?  With all of their hearts, with all of their soul, and with all of their 
might.  That's the goal and it also says in Scripture—we'll talk about this later—to love thy neighbor as 
thyself, to love people the way God loves people.  Those are the big cones that I am called to disciple.   

So look at me, the goal is not professional athletes.  The goal is not college scholarships.  The goal is not 
a successful career, a successful marriage, a moral person—not the goal.  The goal is my children to 
love Jesus with all of their heart, with all of their soul, with all of their might, and to love others the way 
God loved them.  That's the goal.  And so how do I do that?  How do I not make the other things the 
goal?  Not bad things, but not the goal.  Are you following me?  For those who don't love Jesus, you’re 
goal is to love Jesus first so you offer that to your children, your goal is to come to a saving faith in 
Jesus.  If not, all I had to offer before Jesus and all you have to offer before Jesus is stuff, the world.  

OPINIONS 
GOD’S 
PRECEPTS 
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The goal of my child is to gain the world and hopefully be safe in it.  And as Jesus rescued you out of 
that false pursuit, because you can't take any of that with you, the new goal is I want them to love Jesus 
with all their heart, mind, and soul, and love others the way God loves us.  That's the goal we're going to 
talk about. 

So how do we do that?  How do we chase after those goals?  So I want to just say this:  Just this week I 
failed in doing that as a leader of my family.  Anybody else?  Like – failed.  There were other goals—
gotta go to practice, make sure you get good grades.  And so here's the thing that I think everyone in this 
room can feel encouraged of:  You already do some of these things with your kids, meaning you already 
talk about things with your kids, they're just not Kingdom things.  Like, how many of you have said, 
“Pick up your stuff” this week?  All right.  How many of you consistently say that?  How many of you 
say, “Do your homework”?  How many of you have conversations about their homework?  Okay.  So 
you already have consistent conversations with your children.  Here's the cool thing:  All I'm challenging 
you to do is bring in Kingdom conversations, spiritual conversations into your home, and that's how you 
shepherd and move your kids towards these goals. 

So here's the first one that I want to encourage you guys to do:  Consistency.  Look at what Romans 
Chapter 12, verses 9-12 says, this is what Paul says, I'm just reminding us of what we came through here 
in the last couple weeks.  He says: 

9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another 
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in 
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. 

~ ROMANS 12:9-12 

So the first thing, my advice, is to be consistent in talking about godly things.  Pick up your shoes – 
already consistent.  How do I be consistent doing godly things is I want to inject godly conversations, 

Deuteronomy 6, in throughout my day.  I want to be consistent.  Now some of us, maybe you 
can do like a Monday or Tuesday night at 7, gather the family around – Right? – open the 
Bible, read the Bible, have your kids respond because they're paying attention very well.  
Maybe that's your world—not my world.  Great if it's your world.  But here's my world; my 
world is we're going to talk about the Bible Monday night 7…  I just got a call from your 
coach, now your practice is Monday at 7.  Arrrgh!  Right?  And so you gotta change things.  
So here's what the Bible says because the Bible knows us—do it as often as you can.  On the 
drive to practice, on the drive home from practice, when you are brushing their teeth, when 
you put them down, when they're sitting at the dinner table, after you watch a movie—talk 
about godly things.  Consistently and often.  And here's the trick, you're already talking about 
things but are these things of the Lord?   

Like, I'll give you some practical examples here.  The goal of what we're talking about here is 
consistency leading to a godly legacy in our home.  Here's 
what I've seen.  I've seen men and women every day fail but 
try to bring God into conversations in their family.  “Isn’t God 
amazing that He would create such a wonder” – when they 
were at the beach.  “Look at the oceans, how big is our God?”  
They love to camp.  When they're camping, “Isn’t it amazing 

that God created all of this nature?”  “Hey, isn't it awesome that God 
The beach
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created us to be creative and create images?” And isn't that an amazing 
piece of art, that music we just listened to, or that movie.  “Hey, what do 
you think that movie is saying that's maybe a lie?”  Just injecting truth 
into conversations.  “Hey,” on the way home, “Hey, how did you treat 
the guy that is on your team that you didn't like?  Did you treat him the 
way Christ would treat him?”  Hey, what's that conversation look like?  
“Hey, mom and dad, man, my teacher [groans] UH!  “Hey, how can you 
love your teacher the way Christ loves them?”   

Just redeeming conversations that you're already having in your life 
because here's the goal, and I've seen this guys, here's the goal is when you're a grandparent and you're 
sitting in Thanksgiving and you see your family and you see that your children love Jesus and they're 
serving Jesus, and you step back and you're like, “How did this happen through me?”  And you see 
God's faithfulness through just making the priority in your home to consistently talking about the things 
of God.   

Here's one thing that I do in my family that is consistent and I will make it so that my daughters are 
brainwashed with this.  Here's what it is, it sounds simple:  “You are, sweetheart, you are 100% 
responsible for your actions and your attitude.”  Here's how it works.  “Daddy,” —50,000 times a day—
Daddy, guess what Lydia did!”  [Laughter]   “Guess what else.”  Right?  “Hey, sweetheart, I understand, 
but you're 100% responsible for your actions and your attitude.  How could you have acted differently?”  
How could your attitude be different?”  Why?  Because I want to cultivate godliness in my child.  I do 
not want my child to blame the world because the Gospel is:  You're a sinner, you reject God every day 
you don't worship Him, but God loves you enough to send His Son to rescue from you, so you need to 
repent, turn away, and give your life to Jesus.  What is needed there?  Ownership.  An inward focus of 
what you do and what you control.   

So what I'm saying often to my children in the midst of the norms is, “Hey, you're in control of your 
actions and your attitude, what can you change, sweetheart?  I understand that your teacher is mean, but 
you're responsible to show the love of Christ to your teachers.  And I cultivate a heart of godliness in my 
children and so every conversation points back to the Gospel.  This is what it means to be consistent as 
you're driving to work, as you're watching TV, as you're eating at your dinner table.  It doesn't mean that 
you have to spend an hour a day sitting around the fireplace, it just means we need to be intentional in 
our conversations. 

Here's another one:  Clarity.  I think all of life – Right? – is kind of a fight for clarity.  Right?  Pick up 
your shoes.  Pick up your shoes.  Pick up your shoes.  In the bin.  In the bin.  In the bin.  Don't 
hit your sister.  Right?  And who of us hears something once and just gets it?  Of course not, 
that's not how we work, that's not how you and I work.  Clarity and consistency is key.  So 
here's what I mean by that.  When you talk about spiritual things with your kids, at the end say 
to them, “Hey, what did we just talk about?”  And hear what they say to you because what they 
say to you is what they heard.  Are you following me?  And so you may talk about the love of 
God, but you may have a kid with the personality where all they think about is the negatives.  
And so you could have the same conversation with three of your kids or with your co-workers 
or your friends and they're hearing it differently.   

But the truth is our job is for them to understand who God really is, and so that takes clarity.  
That takes having conversations, “Hey, sweetheart, why don't you like to go to church?”  “Why 

do you feel that way?”  Okay.  “Well, did you read something or see something to make you feel that 

Camping 
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way?  Do you think that's really who God is?  Hey, can we just look in Scripture and see if God's the 
same God that you're saying?  Like, who is really God?”  Clarity.  “Hey, why are you angry right now?  
Okay.  Well, what's the source of that anger?  Okay.  Well, you know that God says that the Spirit of 
God can overcome our anger and give us peace.  Have you prayed about that?”  Clarity.  The why's is 
really where you live as an influencer, as a discipler.  Like, learn to ask open-ended questions in your 
home.  Listen, I've discipled thousands of students, I promise you a 100% of the time this works.  
“How's your day?”  “Good.”  [Laughter]  “Hey, what's the best part of your day today and what was the 
worst part your day?  Highs and lows – go.”  You get to see the heart.  You get what I’m saying?  
Clarity is key. 

“My child knows God.”  Do they?  You may, but they need to understand who God is and that takes 
conversation, consistency, clarity.  I know my daughters are all different and I'll just give you, I'll just be 
honest, my oldest daughter, I know her heart is different than the other two.  When she goes on a 
mission trip in middle school, she's done.  When she sees the broken and the need around the world, 

man, God's gonna grab her heart.  She's over.  She's gonna give her life to Jesus.  She's in.  
My middle child, “Hey, give me a hug.”  [child resists hug]  Okay.  Got a little less mercy, 
[Laughter] gotta come at it – Right? – I gotta come at it in a little different angle.  Maybe it's 
a little more logical, conversations, maybe I need to answer a lot more questions.  You guys 
following me?  Clarity.  What did they hear?  What are they listening to?  It could be the 

same message, many different ways. 

Here's another one that I think is really important:  Creativity.  Like, you know how I just kind of almost 
—for some of you sports parents—you notice how that almost goes back to you?  I grew up playing 
three sports, like, my world I get it, but here's the thing:  They're not bad, they're not the goal.  

Scholarships, pro athletes, guys, I have friends who've reached that goal still have a void in 
their heart.  Follow me?  So, not the goal, but here's the thing, you can be creative.  My kids 
find joy in sports, great.  What sport?  Football.  Great.  Hey, let's read about Carson Wentz.  
Hey, do you [INAUDIBLE 0:19:55.0].  Isn’t it awesome that even though he's like this pro he cares 
about what God wants him to do in his life and that he's living for the Lord?  Isn't that 
awesome?   

And my children love to be outdoors.  We love to camp.  Cool, make a tent, get under it and be 
like, “Isn't it awesome that God is like a shelter and a refuge?”  You follow what I'm saying 
here?  Use the things that bring your kids joy.  Hey, my kid just plays video games all the time.  
Great.  Have a conversation about how creative video games are and how God created us to be 
imaginative and have adventure.  “Isn't that awesome that we're different than animals and that 
we’re uniquely created?  Hey, maybe you and I could like come together and talk about like 
how can we use video games to like influence your friends?”  And so you use the things that 
bring them joy pointing them back to the Gospel. 

And here's another thing:  Be creative in surprising your families with grace and mercy.  Like, 
this is something my mentor said to me a couple years ago and it just rocked my world.  He's like, “How 
often do you teach grace, like, in your family?”  And I'm like, “I hardly ever think about grace.  I always 
think about like justice and judgment.”  But grace is like, “Hey, you know I say you can only have an 
hour today?  Hey, you can have two.  I love you.”  Right?  Like, what?  Or “Hey, you know how I said 
like we can't do this because of this?  Well, what if we could do this?”  And so if that's sound like, “No, 
I'm enabling,” – no, no, you're just teaching grace, teaching forgiveness, teaching mercy – huge if the 
goal is they need to understand the Gospel, that's the goal, they need to understand that they're forgiven, 
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so be creative.  Hey, guys, 11- to 17 year-olds’ suicide rate has tripled in the last 10 years so we need to 
teach forgiveness, identity, love.  These are the things we need to teach because here's the truth, is that in 
the goal of stuff there is anxiety.  Right?  There's anger, there's frustration in the goal of stuff, but the 
Gospel there's forgiveness and mercy, you're loved beyond these things.   

Look at Romans 12:13 and I want to pull Paul's this is what a life should look like as a believer—I'm 
gonna pull this in front of us and then I'm gonna ask the second question.  So, teaching consistently with 
your children, create clarity, be creative, use the tools we're gonna give you.  Here's some tools, ready?  
On our cfdowningtown/kidz [ https://www.cfdowningtown.com/kidz ], on our cfdowningtown/students  
[ https://www.cfdowningtown.com/students ], there are tools.  You can go on there and it says how to 

read the Bible, click on that, read the Bible.  It's some really cool tools that 
your kids can use to learn how to read the Bible.  Have questions about God?  
Go online, click on that button, you can go to GotQuestions.org, you can 
write questions that they have and research them together.  Like, my parents 
first generation believers, a lot of times I would ask my parents questions and 
they’d be like, “I don't know.”  But that's okay, discover together.  And so 
we're gonna give you tools.  There's Bible resources.  Hey, for young children 
there are these great apps that you can use where they literally can touch and 
there's like stars and diamonds, it's Bible Projects, the YouVersion®,  and you 
can do all these things with your kids by just bringing them into your family, 
bringing them into your life.  If you do 10 minutes a week you're killing it. 

But the second pillar is this:  How do we love our neighbor as yourself?  How 
do I get my kids to love people the way God loves people.  Here's what Paul says in Romans 12, 
verses 13-18: 

13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.  14 Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, 
but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

~ ROMANS 12:13-18 

And then Romans 13:1: 

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

~ ROMANS 13:1 

And then lastly, Romans 13:8-9: 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

~ ROMANS 13:8-9 

THESE IMAGES ARE HYPERLINKED 

https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/


HOW TO RAISE GODLY CHILDREN 

DO'S AND DON’TS  |  WEEK 4  | 10.27.2019 
 

 

 

 – 7 – 

So I'm gonna use an illustration here to try to bring this clarity.  Okay, if the goal is to love the Lord, I 
need to talk about the things of God, meaning check the things of God, but I want them to see other 
people the way God sees other people.  I'm gonna say something that's sure—I want you to receive 
this—these two things are the eternal things we take with us and that's why they are big deals.  Your 
relationship with God, who He is, who you say Jesus is, is an eternal thing.  That question and your 
answer sets your eternal destiny.  How you love other people is how you can leave a godly legacy, 
which is the only thing that's left when you're gone, godly legacy of the people around you.  So the two 
things you take—you don't take your job, your car, your status, none of that matters—your relationship 
with God and the godly legacy you leave, these are our two pillars.  So here's the question:  How do we 
cultivate a heart for others in the life of our children so that they can leave a godly legacy?   

How many of you know Mr. Rogers?  Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.  Okay, childhood, loved the 
puppets, loved his, like, calm, warm presence, Mr. Rogers.  Some of you teenagers are like, Mr. Rogers?  

Shame on you.  [Laughter]  Shame on you.  Come up to me and I'm going to 
educate you.  So Mr. Rogers, he actually was a minister.  He loved Jesus.   

And Mr. Rogers, here's how I know about this by the way, I was on Amazon 
Prime and I saw a Mr. Rogers documentary and I'm like, That's interesting.  I 
want to know about this guy.  And anybody have like, I was a little bit afraid 
– Right?  Scandals!  But I was like watching this and I'm like, This is an 

amazing human being.  So Mr. Rogers sees all this content that's 
being created for kids and Mr. Roger says we have a responsibility 
to teach our kids how to handle emotions, how to handle the things 
of this world, because they see it all, we have a responsibility.  And 
here's why he said that, it's because at that time a lot of superhero 
cartoons were coming out and there were kids jumping off roofs 
thinking they were Superman and they could fly.  And Mr. Rogers 
in a very sincere way said we have a responsibility to teach our kids 
truth and to teach our kids the tough topics in a way that they can 
relate and that they can identify that will bless them for the rest of 
their lives. 

So Mr. Rogers brilliantly, by the way, used things like puppets to talk about deep conversations of 
insecurities that sometimes we feel, thoughts that sometimes we have, racial discrimination, he injected 
truth into these tough conversations because he knew kids are watching.  And so how you live, how you 
talk about their teachers, about your wife, about your in-laws, about your neighbors, they will see and 
they will—what?  And so Mr. Rogers said we have a responsibility to steward what we say, what we do,  
how we talk. 

There's a beautiful scene where there's this kid in a wheelchair and Mr. Rogers write songs and he sings 
to this kid really a beautiful song that is the Gospel.  And he says this, he says to the kid, I love you for 
who you are, not for what you say, not for what you do, not for how you look, I love you for who you 
are.  That's the Gospel.  For a world to say listen, even if you don't get an “A” you know you're loved 
unconditionally.  Even if you're not the best at catching a ball, do you know you're loved?  Do you know 
your value is not in those things?  And then he begins to speak about other people and he also increased 
their value.  Hey, do you know your value is not in the color of your skin?  This is what Mr. Rogers is 
teaching.  Brilliant.  You know they’re eternal.  You know everyone you meet is eternal, they have a 
soul.   
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And so what do I do to cultivate a heart for others in my family?  I don't allow my children to devalue 
themselves in conversations with others and with themselves.  Your sister is an eternal child of God who 
is loved and redeemed, you do not talk to her that way, ask for forgiveness right now.  Your teacher is an 
eternal being with the soul.  The server that's serving our family is an eternal being with a soul, we treat 
them accordingly.  My bride, your mom, is an eternal being loved by God and I will not treat her any 
differently in front of you and I will not let you treat her any differently.  You see what I'm doing?  I 
elevate people for who they are and then I teach my children to see them that way.  The problem is not 
people, the problem is our hearts.  I want my children to know the problem is not the world around you, 
the problem is that the world around you does not have a Savior.  If you do, then that is your mission to 
the world around you.  You are 100% responsible for your actions and your attitude.  That's a pillar in 
my home because I know we're eternal and we need to treat others that way.  Mr. Rogers has this 
beautiful goal of saying we need to teach value and worth to our children, and that's our goal.  It's a 
beautiful gift.   

Here's what I want to do here.  I want to give you these, like if I would talk about, okay, if that's true and 
you say I need to talk consistently about the Bible and I need to talk often, what should I talk about?  
Like, yeah, Pastor, you have a theology degree and you know the Bible, it might be easy to talk to kids, 
but I don't know the Bible really well.  How do I cultivate this in my home?  I'm gonna give you literally 
the key truths that a lot of churches use in their kids curriculum, like their children’s curriculum.  They 
say this, they say if we can get our children to be raised in the church and understand these five things, 
then we're good.  And here are the five things and I want you to ask yourself this question:  Could I do 
this?  And I'm just gonna give you the answer:  Yes.  You can kill this.  You can.  Here are the five 
things. 

First thing, Jesus came to save sinners.  That seems pretty simple.  No-no, constant creatively, 
you are to say that often.  Why?  Because that is hope when you're kids and when you feel 

hopeless.  Hey, Jesus came knowing that you're gonna have times where you're gonna be frustrated, 
have times when you're gonna be angry, and Jesus lived this life.  He understood that these are emotions.  
He experienced some of those emotions, and He loved you and He died for you.  Suicides tripled in 
teenagers, you don't think we need to talk about that more?  Hey, Jesus, came to rescue you from that 
hopelessness you feel.  I know, I know you feel like if you don't get that grade then you don't have 
value, but you do.  That Cross speaks of your value every time you see it.  Jesus came for sinners.  Like, 
that's a conversation you can have.  Hey, you know what?  I'm so proud of you in that game yesterday, 
but you know your value doesn't come from what you do in that game – Right?   

Here's another one.  God is good.  God is good.  Write these down.  God is – “Hey, sweetheart, 
why don't you like church?  “Because I saw this thing and I thought if God was good He 

wouldn't do that.”  “Okay.  Let's talk more about that.  Let's talk more about your view of God because I 
promise you, your view of God dictates your actions.  Let me tell you why God isn't bad and that He's a 
pursuing, loving God, who's good and shows you grace and mercy and forgiveness.  And He has come 
to die so that you can be right with Him.  A judging God would have let us all go to Hell.  God is so 
good, He wants a relationship with you.  He sees the brokenness in the world, that's why He gave us 
Jesus.”  The view of God is important, so when you talk about God, He's good, you can trust Him. 

Here's another one.  God is in charge of everything.  God is in charge of everything.  “Pastor 
John, my family, we just went through a divorce, my kids are afraid.  What do I do?”  You 

remind them that God is in charge of everything, and that though the world around them is gonna shift 
and it's gonna change, and they will have a fear when they see war on that news station because you 
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forgot to turn it off, they're gonna have fear.  But listen, God's in control of everything and He's coming 
back and He's on His throne.  Remind them of how good He was throughout the Old Testament.  
Remind them that the book of Romans is a persecuted church that's thriving.  God is in charge of 
everything. 

Here's two more God wants to talk to us.  God wants a relationship with you.  God isn't a God 
you come once a week on a Sunday and that's all He wants.  And God isn’t this distant person 
that you kind of worship sometimes.  That's not God.  God's an intimate personal relational 

God.  He wants a relationship with you.  And in fact, tell your children that God loves them more than 
you love them because it's true.  And that you love them crazy amounts, so they can see the depth of His 
love.  “Hey, sweetheart, you know how much I love you, you know how much I would give to you – 
God loves you more.”  You talk about the character and nature of God. 

Here's the next one.  God made everything.  “Hey, sweetheart, God made you and He's perfect, 
so though you may not like what you look like in the mirror right now, God made you and He's 

perfect.  Guess what – that means you are, too.  That every hair on your head is perfect.  Don't you dare 
let the world think of you as what you can offer it.  You are greater than this world and you have a love 
greater than this world.”  These are the things we talk about.  Are they hard?  No.  But are they good?  
Like even in this room, if some of us woke up every day and we just reminded our self of that, how 
different would you go to work?  Cultivate these languages in your family.  “Hey, God is good.  I 
struggle sometimes, sweetheart, but God is good.  Let's go to Him together.”   

And so here's what I want to do.  I want to conclude by just saying that you know how, umm, you know 
how we grew up and there were these TV shows like “Full House” and like 
“Step by Step” – maybe I grew up, some of you are like, “Yeah, that’s – I’m too 
old.”  But anyway, whatever that is, right?  You remember we grew up in these 
shows right [he starts singing] step by step.  And what happened in “Full 
House”?  So this is the plot, “Full House” and this was only like 10, 20 – Right?  
Some kid cheats on his test or something and then there's like this plot and then 
what happens at the end?  Uncle Jesse – Right? – living room, crazy cheesy 
background music, and there's this moral lesson.  Remember?  Hey, it's okay.  
Don't do it next time, and you're loved,” and [mimics theme song] close.  
[Laughter]   

And for some of us we look at that now and it kind of throws us off.  Why?  Because modern TV shows, 
what are they missing?  That moment – Right?  Here's why:  Because we live in a world where How 
dare you give me advice.  That's your thoughts.  I have my thoughts, you have your thoughts, how dare 
you tell me your thoughts are better than my thoughts.  So now we live in a world where we are alone in 
our own thoughts and your children and your family and your friends are in that world.  And I promise 
you there's nothing in that world of value. 

And so here's what we do as believers, we inject God's truth into these conversations.  And you say this, 
“You know what, you're right.  My thoughts don't matter, your thoughts don't either, let's go after His.  

Let's just think what He has to say about these things because He created 
everything.  Because, yeah, if it's just your thoughts, that's a hard life to live.  
You're gonna be really tough on yourself.  And hey, if it's just what the world 
thinks of you, man, the world changes.”  So as a family I'm gonna go after the 
thoughts of God.  I want to talk about what God says about these things because 
my goal is for my children to love the Lord with all their heart, to love others the 
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way God loves others, and so I want to tell you guys you can do this, you can do this.  And this is – all 
this is is just intentionality.   

So I'm gonna call up the band and I'm gonna give you some softballs.  Right?  We have tools online, you 
can go on amazing tools that you can use in your family, Bible tools, conversation tools.  You don't 
understand the Bible, watch the video together as a family.  Awesome tools that you can use, 
conversations, open-ended questions that you can use with your kids, to start to have spiritual 
conversations.  When you leave here, instead of saying, “Did you have fun?” say this, “What did you 
learn about Jesus today?”  Okay?   

Here's another one.  We are starting our Operation Christmas Child and we are collecting for OCC and 
then we're gonna have a packing party.  Softball – guess what you can do?  You can go shopping with 

your family and talk about the why.  Why are you doing this?  Why is God calling us 
as a family to care about the world and the people in the world?  And then you can 
help with the packing party.  And then afterwards go get ice cream and talk about the 
why.  Why are we doing this?  Why we valuing this as a family?  You see what I 
mean?  You can do this.  And so we're going to celebrate with one more song and the 
closing prayer.  Love you guys, I hope this was helpful. 

Father. 

We thank you, Lord.  We thank you that You are a God who does not leave us with big cone 
standards without help.  Lord, your Spirit right now can empower us to be faithful in these 
things.  I pray right now for every sibling, every child whether they're young or old, if they do not 
know You, help us to cultivate godliness in our families, with our friends, with our neighbors.  
Help us to consistently talk about the things of God.  And Lord, use those to produce lifelong 
believers in this church, in our families.  Lord, we love the fact that we can be stewards of this 
call.  And so I thank you for the students on this stage, these are fruit from their parents, Lord, 
loving You, pointing towards You, Lord.  So we pray You would help us in accomplishing this 
goal for your glory and your honor. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.  
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