
WHERE DOES FAITH COME FROM? 

DOT DOT DOT | Week 10 | 8.25.2019 
 

 

 

 – 1 – 

[Pastor John Lawley]   

Good morning.   

[Audience:  “Good morning!” “Good morning!”] 

Oh, I love it.  I love it. 

So my name is John Lawley, I’m one of the pastors here.  If you're new, welcome, we're so glad you're 
here.  Glad you came, I know it's a beautiful day outside, nice and cool, but thank you for taking some 
time with us. 

We are in a series called DOT DOT DOT.  In fact, this is our last Sunday in that series, but if you're new 
with us just to catch you up, we've been studying the book of Romans this past year and we've been kind 
of stopping over the summer and looking back on what we've studied and we're looking at key verses in 
the book of Romans and we're kind of looking at that verse and talking about it.  So this morning we're 
gonna be in Romans Chapter 10, so if you have your Bibles or your phones feel free to turn there, 
Romans Chapter 10, verse 17.   

And before that, as I was studying this, I was aware that there was some stuff that was happening online, 
some of you may know what I'm talking about, where there are these 
influential Christian leaders, young leaders that are kind of renouncing their 
faith.  There's a famous author who wrote some relationship books in the 
early 2000’s who kind of recently said that he's no longer a Christian, and so 
he's coming out kind of renouncing his faith, and there’s some worship 
leaders in large churches that have come out lately.  And then there's been 
this response from the Christian church about why are we kind of basing our 
foundation on these young influential leaders and kind of what they say?  
And why aren't we not basing our foundation on the Word of God?  And so it 
was a beautiful response to the church, but it was also one where I just 

thought about this passage this morning.  I thought Man, if I was gonna 
talk to these young Christian leaders who say they lose their faith, 
what would I talk about?  And really, I would talk about faith.  I 

would talk to them about what IS faith?  Can you lose faith?  And 
how do you gain faith?  And I would just explore that topic 
because I think there's a deep misunderstanding amongst our 
culture even in Christianity about what faith is. 

And so read with me in Romans Chapter 10, verse 17.  Paul's gonna say this, “So faith comes from 
hearing,” Paul says, “and hearing through the word of Christ.” 

So Paul is going to answer the question of where faith comes from and he's going to say faith comes 
through hearing.  And so why does this matter?  Why is it worth our time to sit here and rest?  Because I 
think we're in a culture that oftentimes – and I think as people we oftentimes hear the Gospel of grace 

So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ. 

— ROMANS 10:17 
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and we say no, no, no, it's faith plus – whatever.  It's faith plus 
works.  It's faith plus other things and we muddle them together 
and we actually lose what faith is completely.  And so what I want 
to do is I want to talk about where faith comes from, but I also 
want to say, listen, it's hard to do.  It's hard to hear the Gospel of 
grace and to receive it without feeling like you need to give 
something back to it.  When you hear that God died on the cross 
for you through His Son Jesus and that He came back to life, and 
that if those who place their faith and hope in Jesus will inherit 
internal life; that you are now made right with God through Christ, it's hard because we want to 
somehow deserve it.  We want to add to that.  Yes, it's through Christ but it's also through living a moral 
life.  Or yes, it's through Christ but it's also through trying to be good enough to somehow earn it, 
because it's tough to get a present from somebody and not feel the need to give something back.  Right?  
Can I mow your lawn?  Can I do something?  Right?  And so we have a hard time just understanding 
grace. 

And so Paul is actually gonna go even further, he's saying faith is through hearing—so what does that 
mean?  I'm gonna talk about how that actually teaches us a lot about what faith isn't.  So the first thing I 
want to do is I want to talk about how does faith come to men and how does faith not come to men.  So 
the first thing is this:  Faith comes to man through the Spirit of God.  That's how faith comes to man.  
The Spirit of God brings about His goodness, His forgiveness, His mercy upon our lives.  It is God who 
does it, not us.  That sounds simple, right?  But man, do we mess that up.   

Here's where faith doesn't come from and I'll explain through 
these points.  Here's the first one:  That means that faith does 
not come through biology, that you are not a Christian 
because your parents are Christian.  Your children are not 
Christian because you're Christian.  Your faith cannot be 
given to people in your life even if you love them and you 
want that to happen, that's not how faith works.  Now listen, 
that doesn't mean that as a Christian parent—somebody who 
has given their life to Jesus, that have heard and seen the 
goodness of God upon their life and respond to the Gospel—

it doesn't mean that you don't cultivate a Christian environment in your home, you do.  So you study the 
Word of God with your children, you speak of His goodness, you ask for forgiveness when you let them 
down, you show them what it looks like to pray, to seek after the Lord, you show them and you model 
what it looks like to live a life saved through grace.   

But listen, you can't save your children.  So this is why we have to understand this:  It is God who saves.  
And so as we pray we pray, “Father, I pray for my little girls that You would reveal yourself to them at a 
young age.  That You would show them your goodness and that they would hear of the Gospel and 
receive it” – because I can't save my children.  Faith does not come from me, it doesn't get passed down 
from me.  It is a gift I am given and I seek for the Lord to give it to my children.  Do you hear me?  
Can't pass it and that's why sometimes we say hey listen, child dedication is a beautiful thing but it 
doesn't save your child.  Jesus saves your child.  And so it means faith comes through hearing, it's not 
biological. 

How does faith come to man? 

♦ Not biological 

♦ Not through sacraments 

♦ Not through feelings 

♦ Not by visions or dreams 

♦ Faith comes by hearing!  
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Here's another thing that we learned through that:  That you can't get faith 
through sacraments.  Faith is not something that somebody else has that can 
give to you if you do something for them.  If you pray a certain prayer, if you 
walk a certain distance, if you give a certain amount—then you'll have faith—

that's not how faith works.  We can't wield it and pass it around.  Oh, man, how 
many of you wish we could?  I mean, I’ve got, I’ve got loved ones, I've got best friends that, 

man, I've been on my knees for years saying, “Father, let them know You.”  Man, wouldn't it 
be awesome just to be able to touch them on the head?  [Laughter]  That's not how faith works.  It's not 
us, we can't wield it.  It doesn't come through sacraments.   

Listen, some of those things can bring reverence but it doesn't bring faith.  The Word of God, the truth 
of what already happened, the living Jesus is the message that we offer.  We 
don't offer any power, we know the One who does.  I want you to receive that 
this morning because men and women will use that falsehood to deceive you, to 
create power over your life.  Faith does not come from man.  Don't be deceived 
to think it is.  Faith is greater than what man can offer.  That's why don't you 
dare ever worship a pastor.  Don't you dare ever worship somebody outside of 
the God who we are all here for.  Our gift is not for man; we are to echo the gift 
that we have been given by God. 

Here's another thing that that teaches us that's so freeing and this is where I want to rest a little bit 
because I think we have confusion here:  Faith comes from hearing which means it does not come 
through feeling—that your faith is not based on your feelings, guys.  Now listen, if you have faith in 
Jesus Christ, I promise you it will produce heavenly joy, heavenly hope, eternal satisfaction of the soul.  
It will produce feelings but faith isn't feelings.  Why is this so important to understand?  Why is it that 
when Paul says faith comes through hearing, why is it so important?  Because if you don't feel loved it 
doesn't mean you aren't loved.  If you don't feel like you are as close to God in a season of your life, it 
doesn't make God any less real.  Like if I was sitting down with that Christian leader I would say, 
“Listen, you didn't lose your faith.  Maybe you never had it because if you feel like God changes His 
mind, then you are questioning the character and nature of God, not your feelings.  Listen, faith is 
greater than your feelings—praise God it's greater than.   

So I may struggle to trust God.  I may struggle to hear and listen and apply 
what He's saying to me, but my faith does not come from my feelings.  I'm 
still sealed.  I'm still loved.  And so when people say, “I have lost my faith 
because I don't feel like God is real anymore,” man, what a shallow faith 
that is.  If my God would depend on my feelings to love me, man, I'm lost 
because my feelings [gestures roller coaster of emotions with his hand]—
Anybody?—this is my feelings.  This is faith [gestures high above and 
steady].  So faith comes through hearing.  It doesn't come through biology.  

It doesn't come through sacraments.  It doesn't come through feelings. 

I think of the famous hymn:  My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus Christ and righteousness.  I 
dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  Christ is my solid rock, I stand, all 
other ground is sinking sand.i   That's powerful.  That's true.  And listen, you're a sinking sand.  All other 
ground is sinking sand.  My feelings are sinking sand.  My family is sinking sand if I place my faith on 
them.  People are sinking sand.  You place your faith on a pastor and he falls, where are you left?  You 

FAITH 

 100% God 

     0% man 
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place your faith in Christ and what He said you have a foundation that is never going to go away.  That 
is where we place our faith.  It is from hearing the Word of God, it is from the Word of God in which we 
place our faith.   

Here's another one, and this is controversial but this is true:  Faith isn't from visions or dreams.  Listen, 
God can use visions or dreams but if you believe in God because you had this dream and He said He 
was real, be careful because men and women will often try 
to say, “Yes, the Gospel tells us about Jesus, but I had this 
special revelation that I need to bring to you today.”   

And here's why it's so important to understand that faith 
comes through hearing the Word, it's because what they say 
if it doesn't line up with the Word of God guess what – 
we're not interested.  That you may have something outside 
of God's Word that you've experienced, but I plead with 
you that you don't grow your faith in that experience but 
you take that experience, you bring it into the Word and 
you test it because your faith is anchored on what Jesus 
said, not on what you saw.  And so if men and women go to 
the afterlife and see Hell or they see Heaven, you say that's 
okay but my anchor is in the Word of God, it's not in your 
experience.  The Word of God is greater than your 
experience.  And so if you come out and say it's a hoax, my foundation is still the same because it's not 
through visions, it's not through dreams, and it's not through some charismatic man saying that he wants 
to add to the Word of God.  Don't we dare do that. 

A professor in college once said to me during class, it was preaching class, he 
stood up and he said this. he said, “Let the thoughts of men die and let the 
thoughts of God arise.”  And he was saying that to a group of pastors saying, 
“Don't you dare make this sermon thing about you.  Don't you dare lead in 
your opinions rather than truth, because when you lead in your opinions you 
actually lose your impact.  It is truth that gives us the ability to speak into 
somebody's life and to see the Spirit work.  If we compromise on truth, we 
lose our impact.”  And the reason this is so relevant as we're talking about 
this idea that where faith comes from, here's why this is so powerful.   

There's been this movement in Christian churches, which I think is one of the reasons why this it's so 
feelings-based in our faith, there's this movement that, listen, you have to say something as a pastor 
that's really good for social media.  You’ve got to say something that's not controversial or doesn't bring 
conviction but it's charming to the ear so that we can post and get a bunch of likes, hearts.  So be careful 
to say something that maybe the world doesn't agree with because then you won't get liked and we won't 
be able to impact.  And I say often, listen, if we go 
that way we will water down the Gospel because 
the Gospel is offensive.  But when we take truth 
and we say we don't want it to not please the ear 
and we fear conviction, we lose the impact.  So if I 
say live your best life rather than die to self, I'm 
not speaking the truth, I'm speaking something 

There is an “offense” to the Gospel no matter 
how graciously we present it.  It includes the 
message that God, not humanity, is the ultimate 
judge of right and wrong, and that the choices 
we make here have eternal consequences. 
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that will please the ear.  And faith comes through hearing the Word, not hearing something that will 
tickle the ear.  And so this is important because, listen, we need to be people who speak the truth.  And 
oftentimes the biggest obstacle that we have is not the people around us do not want to respond to the 
Gospel, it's that we're afraid to give it to them.   

Here's what I mean by that.  How many of you are crippled by your fear of men so when you will have 
the opportunity to talk about the Gospel, you're afraid to do so?  Not because you don't know it's true, 

but because you're crippled by the fear of how they'll respond to it.  I'm 
telling you this:  Everyone around you doesn't know Jesus is starving for 
the message that you have.  That's why it's hard.  That's why the enemy's 
not going to allow you to speak it boldly, but I pray for you that you 
realize the power that you have is in the truth because as you speak the 
truth of God the Spirit of God will respond.  Their souls are hungry for it.  
It does not come from how you pretend to live, it comes through the Spirit 
of God speaking to one’s soul and we are called to be ambassadors for 
that message, not our own. 

And so how does the Spirit of God speak to our souls?  I want to take a minute just to talk about this 
because how do we hear the faith, like, what does that look like?  There's many ways that one can hear 
the faith through the Spirit.  First one is this, I believe that some out here will hear the Gospel and 
receive it the very first time they hear it.  Some of you, that's your testimony.  Right?  Like you grew up 
not going to church and maybe you had Christian friends but they were too much afraid to even tell you 
the Gospel and so whatever reason maybe you came to church, maybe it was a radio show or something, 
but you heard the Gospel for the first time in your life and man, your soul was longing for it.  Anybody?  
Your soul was longing for it so when you heard the Gospel your soul was like, “That's it!  That's the 
very thing I've been searching for.  Why didn't somebody tell me this earlier?”  And man, you responded 
instantly. 

There are places around this world that when they just hear just the beginning of the Gospel they fall on 
their face and worship because they've been hungry for the truth.  And for them the truth is not available; 
for us the truth is dusty on our bookshelves.  So their souls long and they hear it and they respond.  
That's sometimes how the Spirit of God teaches us the Gospel. 

Here's another one.  Some of us we hear the Gospel and the Spirit convicts our soul and there's a 
convincing point.  I think of Paul when he says I am convinced—Right?—Romans 8:38, neither death 
nor life, nor angels or demons, or presents nor future, nor powers.   

He’s convinced about what he’s seen that the Gospel is true and the Spirit seals that truth amongst him.  
He tests to see if the Gospel is true and he looks around in his life and he says I'm convinced that this is 
speaking to me. 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

— ROMANS 8:38-39 
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Like some of you, here's your story.  You came in here and somebody was speaking, Pastor Lee, me, 
whoever, and you come out saying, “Man, it felt like they were talking right to me.”  Anybody?  That 
what's said here for some reason even though we don't know you it just seems like we're talking right to 
you and there's something inside of you that's like, “Man, there's truth here because what they're saying 
makes sense.”  And for some of you, you responded to the Gospel because it convinced you of all these 
questions you were wrestling with the Gospel answered.  Like man, for me, when the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ says that I am born a sinful person in rebellion against God, that doesn't sound good but that 
reveals to me truth about who I am in the darkness and I know who I am in my darkness.  So when the 
Bible says you are not good it's actually true, and it's so comforting to know that the God of the universe 
knows my secrets.  Anybody?  Because if the Bible would say you were good, then the Bible wouldn't 
get you.  So the Bible to speak of our depravity is actually hopeful because it means that God knows us.  
Not the fake us—the real us—and for some of you that's what it took the Spirit of God to penetrate your 
heart. 

Another one and this is my wife and I love her, she said, “I was 
compelled by the love of God.”  Like she grew up in the church 
and she just heard this message over and over again about God's 
love for them like, God went on the cross and He was beaten and 
He was abused and He suffered all for the sake of you.  And that 
love, that radical love of a God towards you compels you to 
receive the Gospel.  Man, if a God can love me that much, what 
He’s done must be true.  And so some of you, you heard of the 
love of God and the Spirit of God used that to change your heart.  
That's love.  Some of you right now you need to hear that, that 
God loves you.  You don't think you're loved.  You don’t – 
certainly, you don't love yourself.  I always say this:  If you 
move towards self-help, here's the problem.  If the world says, “Hey, believe in yourself” – what if you 
hate yourself, where do you go?  Faith is greater than self.  So some of you, you've tried to worship 
yourself and love yourself, but you need a greater love than what you offer.  The Gospel is a message of 
a greater love for you and so that's sometimes what we need to hear us.  That’s sometimes what our 
spirit needs to hear. 

Here's another one.  Sometimes we need to respond to authority.  In Matthew 28:18 Jesus says I came 
and spoke to them saying all authority has been given to me under heaven and earth. 

Some of us, we need to wrestle with who Jesus is.  And so as we hear about who Jesus is some of us 
have to ask this question:  Is He our Lord or is He a lunatic?  Is He who He says He is or is He not?  And 
here's the amazing thing, I've had people that give me testimonies that said, “I come from a different 
religion but when I looked at Jesus, He was different; He wasn't a teacher, He wasn't a prophet, He 

claimed He was God.  And what made Him different, what made His words different was not when He 
spoke them, it's when He came back from the death.  When He came back to life – it says from death to 
life – and when He spoke about who He was and He gave evidence to it through victory, that made Him 

And Jesus came and said to them,  
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

— MATTHEW 28:18 
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different.  And so some of you, you see Jesus and you say, Listen, “Jesus is God and because of that 
what He says I'm going to trust in.”  Some of you come to know Jesus by recognizing the authority of 
Jesus; of His authority of who He said He was and what He did, and that's a beautiful thing.   

Some of us who are logical, we gotta wrestle with something.  Here’s what you gotta wrestle with, some 
of you don't want to believe in the Gospel and you have a lot of questions about Jesus.  Here's something 
I want to throw into your logical mind to wrestle with, hear this:  Jesus came back from the dead 
hundreds of people saw this,1 not one, hundreds of people saw this, walked with Him, ate with Him, and 
then they gave their lives being beaten and tortured for that truth.  You gotta wrestle with that because if 
that's true then His words need to become louder in your life.  I pray you don't hear that and cast that 
aside.  Everyone in this room's gotta wrestle with this.  If God came back from the dead, what He says 
matters because He says He is God and that He is your way, He is your truth.2  So some of us need to 
hear the authority and I pray for some of you, you recognize you've never even heard that, that hundreds 
of people saw him and hundreds of people gave their life for this, but they did.  So if you're quick to 
think this is a story or hoax, you’ve gotta wrestle with that because there's no court of law that wouldn't 
look at the evidence and say that wasn't true. 

Here's another one.  Some of you need to hear the Gospel and have it explained.  I needed that.  I needed 
to understand what do I do after I say yes to Jesus?  Some of you need to right now be in this position 
where you're hearing things but you have questions.  You don't know all the answers and so some of you 
need community, some of you the Spirit of God is waiting for you to be around other people who can 

speak into your life, speak in testimony of who God is.  Like one of the 
ways that the soul is impacted through the spirit is when they see 
testimonies of other believers and the truth of what happened in their 
lives.   

That's why when you read Scripture one of the things that's so 
powerful to me – and tell me if you're with me – is when I read the life 
of Peter or I read the life of Paul and I see the transformation of who 
they were to who they are.  Peter, who's a coward denying Jesus to 

somebody who's speaking in Acts 2 in front of thousands of people and thousands of people come to 
know Jesus.  Why?  If you read Acts 2 it’s because Peter was bold with the truth.  Peter got out of the 
way.  Peter’s thoughts got out of the way, and God's truth became the prominent message that Peter 
spoke and thousands came to know the Lord.  I see that and it compels me to say when the Spirit of God 
is living in a man or a woman, they're different than when they were before and some of you need to 
receive that.   

But I want to challenge you with this:  Some of you, your testimony is the message that people in your 
life need to hear.  Some of us, we are so afraid to talk about our past.  We're ashamed of our past.  So 
when we talk about our relationship with the Lord we don't talk about who we were, we just talk about 
who we are.  And I tell you this pleading with you church, talk about who you were and what Jesus has 
done, give Him glory for what He's done in your life because people need to see imperfection to 

                                                 
1 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  – 1 CORINTHIANS 15:38 

2  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  – JOHN 14:6 
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recognize when somebody has been delivered from it.  Let's not pretend to be perfect.  Let our Gospel 
presentation be raw and real, this is who I was without Jesus.   

My message, I always used to say okay, if faith comes through hearing, then I just need to tell them to 
come to church.  But then as God has compelled me and convicted me, now – no, no, I need to tell them 
about the void that I had in my heart.  I need to tell them about the strain I had on my marriage.  I need 
to tell them about my family dynamic and how it was rough and hard.  I need to tell them about all that 
stuff that I was in and what Jesus has done because if I don't tell them that I don't allow for the Spirit of 
God to be praised.  I don't allow for God to be glorified if I don't tell my story.  So some of you, the way 
that you can penetrate the hearts of those that you love is to start to speak the truth of what God's done in 
your life.  And I plead for you don't be afraid of what will happen there.  Be bold.  Be bold.  We're in a 
culture that says there's no absolutes, there's no absolute truth, and we have a Gospel that is screaming 
absolutes.  And I get the conflict, but listen, we are all made whether we worship or not, we are all made 
in the image of God and we are all longing to be back in right relationship with Him, so when we speak, 
remember that.  Remember that every soul you meet longs to be back in relationship with the Father and 
so your message should point them back to God.  That's the power we have in the Gospel. 

So things that could block, things that could block the message.  Okay, I'm just gonna end with a couple 
of thoughts here.  Here's what can block faith from coming into your ears and I want to pray for those 
that are maybe bored, I want to pray for some that are distracted, listen, I was there.  Like, this is my 
testimony, 17 years old sitting at church falling asleep two rows in front of a pastor preaching.  Can you 
imagine how awkward?  We had 50 people in our church.  [Laughter]  And I'm like [gestures laying 
back and snoring].  True story, falling asleep.  My mom slapping me on the 
shoulder, “Wake up!”  Like, I got more spankings after church 
[Laughter] than any time in my life growing up because I would 
just fail to meet the standard of behavior.  Which was kind of 
crazy.  Right?  Church is for broken people but we have this false 
sense of perfection that we gotta put on.  It’s weird.  But I would 
fall asleep and I didn't know why I fell asleep other than I just 
wasn't interested.   

And here's why.  It's because what was said during that time I didn't feel like I needed, so one of the 
ways the enemy distracts us from hearing about the goodness of God is he convinces us that what’s said 
is something from man and not from Him.  That what's said is not relevant to your life and therefore you 

can tune it out, because I promise you, some of you when you watch a golf 
show you are attentive.  When you play video games you are reading the 
manual.  Why?  Because what's happening there you feel like you need, you 

feel like it prepares you, but when somebody teaches the Word of God you tune 
out because you're convinced that there's nothing in it that you need and that is 

deception.   

When somebody stands before you and opens up the Word of God you are to long to hear what is 
spoken.  Not because the person has any power but when they open the Word and they speak, you have 
an opportunity to hear from the God who created you and you should hunger for that.  So I went from 
sleeping to having my notebook out.   Why?  Because the Spirit of God made truth alive to me and I 
hungered for it.  And so one of the ways that we do not respond is our attention.  We're not paying 
attention to the things that matter; we are distracted by the things that don't.   
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Oftentimes church is everything but Jesus and if that's us, then what are we doing?  You don't come to 
church just to come to church.  This is an opportunity to hear from our Father and to be equipped and to 
be built up and to worship.  This is an opportunity that's unlike anything else, and so we are to hunger to 
be here.  Why?  Because we get the opportunity to hear more about God, an opportunity more to know 
His love, His character, His goodness, and His message to us.  We are all starving for truth, this is an 
opportunity for us to be fed.  When you hear the Word of God it feeds your soul, so don't not pay 
attention.  Hunger for it and if you don't, I would fall on your knees and ask the Lord to change your 
heart towards truth. 

Here's another reason why we don't sometimes pay attention when we hear the Word of God is because 
of candor.  It's because oftentimes we hear something that offends us and then we tune out because we 

are our god of our own lives.  And so sometimes we hear the message of 
the Gospel and we like the stuff that fits into our lives, we don't like the 
stuff that doesn't.  And so what hurts us from hearing the Gospel is us 
because we're chasing the world.  The Bible says when we do that we 
lose our soul, meaning if we're thinking of the world we're so distracted 
we actually forget to think about the things eternal.  How many of you 
know that – I promise you – how many know when you go home you're 
gonna be tempted to be entertained?  Shocker, right?  You're gonna go 
home and you're gonna be tempted to be entertained and 90% of us will 

actually walk into that temptation.  We turn on the TV.  We turn on our phones.  Some of you, you'll be 
tempted with comfort.  And what won't happen is you won't have this deep compelling need to be alone 
with the Lord.  Why?  Because that matters and the other stuff doesn't, the enemy's okay with you being 
distracted.  So when you leave here the enemy is okay for you to forget everything I’ve said because to 
meditate on the Word of God is good for the soul so he's gonna distract you with everything but.  That's 
why it's easy to watch TV, it's hard to read the Bible.  You follow me? 

How many of you try to read the Bible but have a difficulty doing that because there's a million things 
else that you should do you?  You ever wonder why it's not hard to be entertained?  Because that's 
distraction.  Listen, it's not bad, but that's one of the ways that keeps us from hearing the Lord is that we 
don't actually take the time to do so.  We don't take the time to open up the Word of God.  Like my 
mentor taught me this in college and ever since, he's like, “Find a place anywhere you are, find a place 
where you can be alone with the Lord.”  So when you move to a new place, find a tree, find a bench, 
find somewhere where you take your Bible, don't take your phone it’s a distraction, take your Bible, go 
to that place and just be with the Lord.  And don't talk – listen.  Father, what do You want from my life?  
Father, what do You want for my future?  Lord, do You want me to go to this college?  Lord, do You 
want me to take this job?  And listen and meditate on His Word.  It's so rare in our lives to stop and 
listen, but I just said in the very beginning, Jesus did.  Jesus got away and He listened.   

So some of it is just distraction, some of it is reflection, some of it is that when we hear the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ we actually don't take time to reflect on it.  We don't take time to ask this question:  Does 
this matter in my life?  But here's why I plead with you when it comes to hearing the Gospel and to 
respond to it, here's why I plead with you, and I'm gonna call the band up here.  It’s because there will 
be a day soon, I want you to – for those who don't know Jesus – I want you to look at me, okay?  There 
will be a day soon where there will be no more preacher saying what I'm saying.  There will be a day 
soon whether there's no one around you that's going to echo His goodness in your life.  That will cease 
and on that day there will be judgment and the judgment will be:  Did you hear and respond to the 
Gospel?  And so because of that I plead with you, don't leave here until you do, and don't make your life 
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about everything but.  Your life is built on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it to be birthed out of.  And so I'm 
gonna plead and pray right now.  I want the Spirit of God to be greater than the lies of the enemy this 
morning.  Like, I do.  Like I want the Spirit to be made new in hardened hearts. 

Lord, I pray that You’d soften the hearts of those in this room that hear about your 
goodness but do not respond.  Lord, I pray that the words of God come into this place.  
Lord, as we worship, Lord, we are not hearing from man but we are honoring You, we 
are worshiping You, we are in awe of You, Lord.  And I pray that as we see the Gospel 
of Jesus that we receive it, not with pride, not with distractions, but with an open heart.  
Lord, change us.   

Lord, I pray right now as we move into a time of offering, Lord, that we do not give offering for 
anybody but You, Lord.  And I thank You, I want to give You praise, Lord, I thank You that by 
giving offering You saved souls at a soccer camp around the world this week; that 14 souls are 
now eternally spending their Heaven with You in relationship because of the money we gave.  
Lord, thank You that You used our resources for your Kingdom-building efforts.  So I pray right 
now that You’d bless this giving that we are about to take part in.   

Lord, I thank You for those that are new with us.  Lord, I pray they don't feel compelled to give, 
but they’d feel compelled to respond and to walk into community and to know more about this 
God that desperately wants a relationship with them.  And so Lord, I pray right now for those in 
this room that are faithful and not only knowing You and listening to your call in their life but 
actively walking out that call. 

Lord, help us to be bold this week in our jobs that when we have an opportunity to speak truth 
we do it.  Help us not to be afraid of what people think.  Help us to be bold with our stories of 
rescue and redemption.  Help us to make the truth of your Word loud in a culture where truth is 
losing its impact.  Help us to take it back for your glory. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

At this time our ushers will come for offering. 
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END NOTES 

 

i  A Hymn of Grace: The Solid Rock 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found; 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
 
Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
 
—Edward Mote (1797-1874) 
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