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The word love is a word that when we recognize that it was God's idea to 
make this thing called love happen, it helps us understand why we want it so 
much, why we dream about it, why it's so impacts us when for the first time in 
a long time someone looks us in the eye and says, “I love you.”  And how 
much we long for and want to have that feeling that we once had that came as 
a result of dreaming of love and love being found.  It's just the best.  And we somehow long to find 
ourselves into a place and around people that just exude love.  It's the best.  It's just the best. 

I was thinking about this word love all this week and this stupid song kept on coming to my mind.  I 
have to admit I'm stuck in 1984.  I don't know why, so I called my people that are younger, smarter, 
more brilliant, more culturally attuned than I am and I said, “I'm thinking of a song that's locked into 
1984, is there any way you can get me up to like 2018 or 2019 with something really current that 
everyone in the room would know and get and they would relate with rather than something from 
1984?”  And so they put out all their information out on their social networks to find out the most 
current song that would say the same thing is what I'm saying there.  It came back to me going, “Just use 
the 1984 one.”  [Laughter]  I think if that, like, connects with you you'll probably do a better job at 
connecting with them on it than that in 1984, and so Tina Turner wins the day.  And so I wrote it down 
on [Laughter], I’m serious, I wrote it down on the hotel paper, [struggles to read what’s on the paper] I 
can't even see or read my writing, What's Love Got To Do With It.  [Laughter]  Did you know that's 
where I was going?   

 

 

 

 

 
And this thing gets dark:   

 

 

 
Why was I singing this?!  [Laughter]   

 

 

Are you kidding me? I mean, we talk about love and it’s just like being in this room where there’s love 
coming at me.  Where you’re just like connecting with people and it's like they're the real deal and 
you're like, “I know that they're the real deal, and I just want that and I feel that and it exudes from the 
people around me.”  I'm reminded this is easy.  Right?  Jesus just simply laid it out this way; He said 
these words in John Chapter 15, verse 12: 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

~ JOHN 15:12 
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This is easy stuff, just simple – love.  Right?  Love each other and everything's good.  This is my 
commandment.  This is what I'm just going to give you.  Love God, love each other, all’s good and 
we're good to go.  Right?  And then we can wrap our church around that, let's go!   

And then I'll listen to a song like that like.  Like, well, could this possibly be reality in our world?  And 
in fact, as you all know we've been studying the book of Romans, so Jesus says that and it isn't too 
awfully long after that the Apostle Paul writes to a church in Rome that is a result of, you know, I mean, 
what Jesus did here and the Apostles going out from there and teaching all about the love of Jesus.  And 
this place has already got this thing all messed up.  And you go, “Uh, how can we mess it up so bad for 
something as simple, as easy as just hey, here's what I'm just going to tell you:  Love each other.  We're 
gonna be good.”    

I mean, how is it—do you remember that time when, like, you fell in love and everything was perfect?  I 
mean, all that—whatever the chemicals are they say are bouncing around your brain and yourself and 
it’s just like—I mean, do you remember that?  And you're like, “I want that again.  I want that.  I'm 
looking for that and I can't find that, but I want that.” 

So Romans 13, grab your Bibles, look at—you gotta look at this, you gotta 
open up your Bibles.  If you come to Calvary, bring a Bible.  If you don't 
own a Bible, buy a Bible.  If you don't want to buy one, we give them away 
for free here.  I [he looks at the back tables] – man, it looks like they've all 
been taken off the back table, but just talk to us, we'll get you more of those.  
And if you don't have any of those things, I know you most of you have a 
smartphone, just download the Bible app and read it from there.  Romans 

Chapter 13—first twelve chapters of Romans tell you basically what this thing called Christianity is all 
about.  It just takes you through the nuts and bolts and all the details of how it is that we go from being a 
people totally separated from God because of our sin to a people that are totally made right with God 
because of the cross and the shed blood of Jesus Christ to forgive us.  And it really gets into the 
technicalities of that, that by the end of eleven chapters we’re like, “I get it.  I am a child of God.  I've 
been adopted into the family of God because of what Jesus did and because of the love of God.”  And 
you go, “Yes!  Give me more.” 

By the time we get to Chapter 12 he goes, “Okay, this is what we're gonna have to do to just really stay 
in this and to stay in this game.”  And how do we actually live this out in real life?  What happens 
Monday morning?  What happens Tuesday morning?  What happens when we're each in this place 
where we're trying to figure out how to love each other?  And that gets us to Romans 13 and in 
Romans 13 we were talking last week about respecting authority and those authorities that are 
governmental authorities and respecting them.  And it wrapped up the passage by saying pay your taxes 
to them, make sure they're paid.  And as we enter into this very next verse after that it starts out with 
these words, Romans 13, verse 8, it says: 

8 Owe no one anything,  

— so just – it’s a leaping off point from where he ended last week where he says respect your 
authorities, pay your taxes, and he says don’t owe anyone anything.  And the thought continues to go on 
and his teaching is not going to be about debt and owing things, but rather he’s going to deeper into a 
heart issue that is way more important than financial allowances.  He says this: 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 



WHAT IS REAL LOVE? 

DO’S & DON’TS | WEEK 2 | 10.13.2019 
 

 

 

 – 3 – 

— In other words, you can pay off your debts, you can pay what you owe to the government, you can 
pay what you owe to the different corporations that you owe to and you need to pay that because you 
said you were going to.  But what he wants to get to right now is there’s one debt you’ll never be able to 
pay off and that is to each other.  And he says here’s what you want to do, you just have to keep on 
loving and you have to keep on giving in to that, and you’ve got to keep paying towards that.  And it’s 
on you, you’ve got to keep loving, loving, loving, loving person and that never stops.  That's his 
message, but then [he chuckles], like we said earlier, this is so easy.  Right?  Let’s just keep loving each 
other.  We'll love each other.  Then he goes sort of dark again and he says this and he gets very clear 
with us.  He says this: 

 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law.  9 For the commandments,  

— Remember the law?  The Ten Commandments, all these commands on how you 
are to live your life to a place that we got to a moment where we’re like, “I can't do it.  
I can't live that perfectly.”  And that's why we ended up having to have the cross for 
Jesus, and now he comes back and he goes, “Listen, Jesus came to fulfill that law but 
not to abolish it, not to get rid of it.”  And he says this for the commandments: 

“You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  

— and then he says this: 

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

~ ROMANS 13:8-10 

Jesus didn't come to abolish that, this isn't one of those things like, “None that counts now, we're now just 
on this – we love God, love your neighbor, and that's it.”  He says, “No, actually this is fulfilling that 
because if we love each other we will not do something to harm each other.”  And he says this, he says, 
“Listen, I'm gonna name off some laws,” he said in this text that we just read.  You're not gonna commit 
adultery, you're not going to go in the name of love and harm another man's wife, you’re just not going to 
do that.  You're not going to steal from someone, take something that is theirs, hurt them, you're not going 
to even covet and want what they have.  And he says when we live our lives loving our neighbor we're 
not doing those things.  He says when we are doing those things, we're not loving.  It's not love to do 
those things and we fulfill the law when we love our neighbor.  Easier...said… than…done. 

Want to fulfill the law?  You know, we talk about do's and don'ts, I’m just gonna drive it down to one 
simple thing:  Love your neighbor.  Love each other.  I like when 
we drill things down to a simplicity.  Staff will tell you that all the 
time, I’m like, “Get it down to its simplest common denominator.  I 
just need to like, just get me the core of this.  All this other stuff it's 
confusing me, can we wipe off the whiteboard and wipe it clean?”  
What's the main thing?  Love your neighbor.  Easy.  Right?  Jesus 
said do it, why is it so hard?  Why is it that each one of us carries 
with us a level of woundedness when it comes to this one word that 

is our dream, our passion?  The thing we think about so much?   
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I mean, okay, let me get a little cynical here for a moment.  That show, “The 
Bachelor,” “The Bachelorette,” all that kind of stuff, you know what I’m 

talking about?  Okay, I wrote this on my little sheet, too.  The 23rd season 
just finished up of it.  Now, they go there to find love, do all sorts of 
dumb challenges, sleep with each other, and millions sit watching, “Oh, 
that’s great,” and live vicariously through it.  So I'm just Googling this 

this week just trying to look to see what it said and this girl’s living happily 
ever after, and here's what she says [he reads it in a falsetto voice], “He's the best boyfriend and I was 
just raving about him because he has the biggest heart out of everyone I've ever met.  He loves everyone 
he ever meets and makes everyone feel so special and loved, and makes me feel that way, too.”  Wait till 
next season—we all know.  [Laughter]   

Oh, for crying out loud, [he says with disdain] he's so amazing.  Why?  Because we've been lied to.  We 
watch where these things go.  Walk through the line at Walmart soon, you're gonna see it on the front 
the National Enquirer, you're gonna see what happened to all of those wonderful “loved” things that we 
watched the movie on TV of, we watched the news coverage of their wedding and this amazing 
miraculous wedding of this couple that was just falling in love with each other and we were just like [in 
falsetto voice overcome with emotion], “Ooooooh, it’s so cool.”  Only to hear a month or two or six or 
12 years later [implosion sound effect] and this thing we call love turns into What's Love Got To Do With 
It.  It turns into a secondhand emotion.  And you go, “You've got to be kidding.” 

I’m gonna put a picture on the screen, it wouldn't be right to go any further with the 
story into much depth of what this picture represents, but I asked [INAUDIBLE 0:25:14.1] 
to say this much:  This person walks in and puts this hand in front of me and says 
this, “He always said love wins – and he did what to me?!  He was always saying, ‘I 
love you, I love you’ – and he did what to me?!’  Are you kidding?  Does love win?  
Is love real?  Does love matter?  Does love motivate?  Was that love?”  Can you fill 
in the rest of the story with your own story, with your own scenario, with 
experiences that you've had in your own family and in your own friendships?  And 
that cynicism causes you step back and go, “Yeah, I don't think I want that.”  You 
know the lead line, “I love you”—oh, for crying out loud, why do you have to even 
say that?  If you loved me, you wouldn't be [slams his fist into his other hand] pounding me.  And you 
know exactly what I mean.  You've been there, you've done that, you've experienced that.  Oh my.   

People fundamentally, all of us looking for love, looking for connection, that's why the dating apps are 
just full and used constantly, and yet, any of you that have been on those you find this deep sense of 
brokenness and disconnectedness even though there's a desire for connection, yet there is massive 
dysfunction and control issues in these people.  And now they're reflecting their junk on you and you're 
like, “Wow!  I was just looking for love!”  And thus we sort of get the rundown and the readout on love 
in our time and our digital social networks have replaced love.  I'll just get a text in.  What do you do?  
You sort of press on that I found and then this little dialog box comes up and you get a choice and you 
can press ♥, yay!  Love?  Really?   

And those digital feedback loops, no matter how many emoji’s with a little red heart you put in it, you 
look at it and you go, “Yeah, that's not love.”  And as someone said to me this week, “I don't buy it, 
Pastor.”  What do you mean you don't buy it?  We care for you here at Calvary.  “What do you mean 
you care for me?  You're paid to care for me.  You're paid to love me.  You're paid to say these things.”  
And how many of us have said that to a parent?  Or how many of us had a kid say that to us?  “Well, 
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you're my mom or you wouldn't say that.”  “You're my dad, of course you're proud of me, you're my 
dad.  Of course you think I'm amazing—no one else does.”  And the cynicism about the love around us 
causes us all to just sort of collapse and go, “Does anyone love me?  Is there anything real?”  And so 
many of us in this room have walls built up because—what's love got to do with it?  And it has become 
an empty word.  And yet when we close our eyes and we dream, we dream of that connection, that true 
love where someone looks at you and they mean it and they live it when they say, “I love you.” 

That's what Paul says here.  You say to your mate, “I love you,” and turn around to commit adultery.  
You say to that friend, “I love you,” and you hurt them and you want what they have and you become 
jealous of them.  And this text even goes so far as to say “and any other commandment.”  In other 
words, you name the commandment—there's a whole bunch of them back here—you name it.  And 
you're saying you love me, but you gossip about me.  You say you love me, but you don't share with me.  
You say you love me but, you're not being kind to me.  And some of you feel that even in your own 
homes, and some of you feel the harshness of that person that walks around and everyone thinks they're 
the most loving thing and the door goes slam on the house and BLAM! the harshness comes out.  And 
that's what this text is saying and it says listen, if you want to fulfill the law, if you want to have real 
love, you're going to love your neighbor. 

  It’s just about every wedding I do, “Oh, Pastor, you gotta do 
1st Corinthians 13.”  I just wonder, is 1st Corinthians 13 just to 
newlyweds?  We say, “Aaaaaah, give me some of that.”  And on 
that wedding day love is patient—yes, he's so patient.  Love is 
kind.  Love never seeks its own . . . not yet.  [Laughter]  Love 
hopes all things, endures all things, LOVE NEVER FAILS!  And 

a whole bunch of you in here are going, “Yeah… I 
know what that worked out as.” 

I went to a conference a bunch of years ago and they were there talking about marketing 
stuff and they're like, “Listen, if you want to market something really good, put “new” 
on it, or put “new and improved,” that gets people's attention.  They want 
something new.  If it’s the same old thing that we've been throwing out all the 
time, after a while it gets boring and dull and everyone in our age wants 
something new, so just call it new, new improved, under new management, 
whatever, just new.  Get a new pastor.  Yeah!  Yeah!  And they all come to see if 
he's any good until they don't like him.  We want something new, we always want 
something new, something fresh.   

Jesus says these words in John Chapter 13, verse 34:  

34 A new commandment I give  

— Freak people out!  We’ve had this Book and this guy comes and He goes I’m gonna give you a new 
commandment?  Who do you think you are?  He’s Jesus.  He’s God in the flesh.  And He says listen, 
I’m gonna take all those commandments that you have heard and I'm gonna do, Lee, what you need.  
You need me to simplify this, you need Me to drill this down, you need Me to put this simple.  And 
Jesus says this: 

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. 

~ JOHN 13:34a 

Yeah… I know what that worked out as 
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And that was ridiculously radical.  You see under—in that world—the word love, agape, that, I'm gonna 
love you unconditionally.  Not because of what you can give me, or not where that love is going to bring 
out certain things in you in your love language, that you now are going to behave the way I want you to 
do so that I can control you.  I don't say these words to get the best out of you.  I truly give to you 
expecting nothing to come back—agape kind of love, unconditional love, something only God can do.  
It was a word rarely used in the culture of that time and Jesus takes that word and throws it out and says 
I'm going to give you a new command, agape each other.  And it was radical.  It threw people back in 
their seats going, “What?”  And He says this, He goes, “This is how you're gonna know if You're my 
disciples, and here's how you know if you're a follower of Jesus Christ—you gotta love each other.”  
And even one of Jesus’ best friends, the closest one of three that He hung out with the most, that He 
spent the most time with, in 1st John Chapter 4, verse 7, he says this: 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God,  

— because, like, people are repeaters, John's just repeating what Jesus had taught him over and over and 
over, and we listen clear.  He says this: 

and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 

— [raises his hand and says]  “I'm a Christian.”  Paul would say in Romans hold on a second, not so 
fast.  You want to hurt people and you want to say you're a Christian?  You want to not be loving and 
you want to say you're a Christian?  He says, “Listen, if you're a Christian, if you're a disciple of Jesus 
Christ, you love.”  “Whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.” 

8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

—Well, I love.  You can't love and keep on hurting that person that you say you love.  You can't love 
and keep on stealing from that person.  You can't love and keep on cheating that person.  “Anyone who 
does not love does not know God, because”—the very definition of love—“God is love.”   

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, 

~ 1 JOHN 4:7-10a 

Hey, here's the deal.  When the church got hold of this concept, when Jesus delivers this new concept 
and says you want to be My disciple, here's this new commandment, put them all into one, you're gonna 
love each other.  It fulfills all the rest of them because when you're loving each other you're doing all of 
those things.  It became so incredibly attractive and winsome that this little fledgling movement called 

Christ followers, Christians, they began to grow at rapid rates to a place that 
nothing and no one could stop them.   

You start reading through the book of Acts and you see them telling them to 
stop preaching in the Name of Jesus because this was so attractive that it was 

spreading incredibly fast.  And the problem we have today is once in a while we get the idea that, 
“Yeah, that's what we need to do.”  But our love becomes this fake junk love that's not the real deal, and 
we're not living it out in every aspect of our lives.  And the Apostle Paul says here's the commandment 
that I give to you.  It looks easy, it sounds easy, it is the kind of love that God gives, it's the kind of love 
that He gave you—unconditional love— now I want you to love everyone else like that.  It’s powerful 
and it was that that became groundbreaking and changed the world at that time.  
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I love what he says next, verse 11, and he goes hey, besides this—I mean, so like if that's not enough, let 
me let me throw this out to you—verse 11 in Chapter 13 of Romans he goes: 

11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep.  

~ ROMANS 13:11a 

I was reading a book by one of these researchers that does all sorts of research of different groups of 
people and this person has done a lot of research on the local church and his comment in the book was 
he believes that there is 10% of the people in this room today that are the real deal.  Only 10% of the 
people in this room are the real deal.  Only 10% are walking the talk.  Only 10% are really living it out.  
And I know there was a moment where I thought about that—but if that's true, I hope that's not true, that 
should disturb me, but then I got to thinking Wait a minute, what he [Apostle Paul] says here is he says 
wake up, wake up.   

There is a moment here when we understand the incredible love of God towards us and His love that 
we're now supposed to spread to every else.  We're gonna take all the complication of all the other do's 
and don'ts that we've heard in Christianity—we know we've put our trust in Jesus—and we're going to 
start saying wait a minute, all that God is saying to me is love God and love others.  Love one another, 
love your neighbor.  And all of a sudden we go, “We can dial this down.  We can do this.”  And he says 
here's what we need to do, we need to wake up.  And I love what he says next: 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 

~ ROMANS 13:11b 

Now, let me explain that real quick.  In salvation oftentimes we think of it in three tenses.  This past 
tense, when we got saved, and the idea of that is what we call justification.  And if you've been around 
here much, every time I use one of those big words I try to bring definition to it, so if you've never written 
this down, this is a good time to write down a definition for justification.  And justification is this: 

He says you are my child—that's what the first half of the book of Romans was all about.  You've been 
adopted into the family.  You are His child.  He declares you righteous.  And He doesn't lose his mind 
and change His mind every day.  This is the unconditional nature of agape love that we talk about.  
That's the difference in the kind of love that you've been experiencing in this dark world, sinful world 
that we have, and the love of God – that it never changes.  He declares you righteous.   

Then there's sanctification.  Sanctification is just this, I call it just – I simply say it this way:  Growing 
up in Jesus.  It’s where we're growing in Jesus, we're learning more about Him.   

DEFINITION:  JUSTIFICATION 
When God declares you righteous not because of anything 
you've done but because of everything He did on the cross. 

DEFINITION:  SANCTIFICATION 
Growing up in Jesus, learning more about Him. 
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It's why we're constantly saying hey, listen, you want to do that; read your Bible, pray, and connect a lot 
with a lot of other believers.  And that's why we're constantly talking to you about getting involved in a 
community here.  That's why we do things like we're doing today with this activity outside for Fall Fest, 
we want you to connect with other believers because in so doing you're going to grow.   

And the final part of salvation—three tenses of salvation—justification, 
sanctification, the final part is glorification.  Here's why this matters.  
Momentarily, I know it seems like we live a long life, but if you look 
back on your life think how fast it has gone by.  Momentarily, we will be 
in eternity and if you put your trust in Jesus, the Bible says that when we 
depart from this body, when we leave this life, to be absent from the 
body is to be present with the Lord,1 we will be in glory.  We will be 
glorified.  We will be face to face with Him.  And I believe the Apostle 
Paul saying here it's just a moment of time, it's just any moment now and 
we're going to be in eternity with Jesus understanding love face to face in 
a way that we could have never understood it here.  And he says listen, 
wake up right now, you've been sleeping, you've been snoozing. 

My wife has to—she can't miss getting up on her time because she has places that she has to be for her 
job and this kind of thing, and so she always sets several alarms.  She's wonderful to me in that she 
normally wakes up before her alarm and she gets the alarms off.  But once in a while she forgets one of 
the alarms and the one she forgets has the most miserable high-pitched thing and it starts like this:  

beep-beep-beep-beep-beep-beep-beep! and I go [screams as he puts his hands over his ears].  
Stop!  [Laughter]  Oh, that was her alarm.  Good, that means I only have a half 
hour to sleep, but I have a half an hour before I have to get up.   

Hey, church, Paul says right now the alarm is sounding, beep-beep-beep-beep 
and it's getting louder and he’s saying wake up.  Come on, 10 percent, are you 
kidding me?  The other 90 percent—is it time for us to stand up and say I want 
to be in the game?  I want to love as God loved me.  I want to love everyone 
else as God loved me.  And he goes on to define exactly what that looks like.  

He says in verse 12: 

12 The night is far gone;  

— In other words, we have a half hour to sleep yet, it's almost time to be face to face with Jesus.  If I 
knew that this afternoon my life was going to end and I was going to be face to face with Jesus, what 
would I be doing different right now?  I probably wouldn't be checking my bank account balances.  I’d 
probably be talking to people.  I’d probably loving people.  He says love one another.  He says, “The 
night is far gone”— 

the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light.  

~ ROMANS 13:12 

Here’s what he’s going to start explaining to you, I want you to do what is right, and he says: 

                                                 
1 See 2 Corinthians 5:8 

GLORIFICATION
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13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

~ ROMANS 13:13 

I have to read one more passage to you, it's again, 1st John, the same book that I was at here a few 
moments ago, 1st John, this close friend of Jesus in 1st John Chapter 2, verse 15, said this: 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world.  

There are so many of us we become just like tethered to this thing called the world and the things that of 
our choice we are chasing after that are 100% this world.  Things that we won't give a rip about when 

eternity and glorification and being close, face to face with 
Jesus is a moment away.  And it could be yet today that 
we're face to face with Jesus.  It could be this week that we 
get some mystery disease and we're in the hospital and 
three hours later we're gone.  And we're not gone, we're 
face to face with Jesus, we're more alive than ever, and we 
meet His love.  And it's not just a fairy tale that we share at 
a funeral service, it is reality that he tells us in this Book.  
And in this moment we read this and we go, “Don't love 
the world or the things in the world”— 

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  

— You can't even be guaranteed of glorification if you're so tethered to this world.  I'm hoping this 
shocks us.  I hope this catalyzes us to action to saying, “I want to do something.”  I hope that before you 
leave here today you jump on the church app or the church website and go to groups and say, “I need to 
get involved in one of those groups because I need to move towards action.  I need to get with a group of 
people that are on fire with Jesus so that I can start growing in this faith.”  I'm hoping that you'll say, 
“Where can I serve?  I want to jump in.  I'm gonna be all in on this.”  I'm hoping that you go find some 
people to love on and to care for.  I hope you go find some people that you can say, “I'm sorry.”  I hope 
you turn to your wife, I hope you turn to your husband, and go, “I'm sorry I hurt you.  I've been hurting 
you,” and listen to how we've been hurting each other. 

16 For all that is in the world— 

— this is where it begins to describe what we're tethered to.  You know, some of us were just thinking 
about the things that we have, but he says: 

the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes  

~ 1 JOHN 2:15-16a 

Hey, listen, what are we looking at?  I mean, some of us need to get rid of the smartphone and get a flip 
phone because that smartphone has you looking at stuff you should have never looked at, the desires of 
the eyes.  Some of you need to take that laptop and get rid of it, use only the one at work that’s in front 
of everything because no matter how many filters you put on it, no matter where you stuck it in the 
house, you keep on looking at stuff that's not to be there.  He says this isn't how we are to behave if 
we're looking towards eternity.  Listen to what he says beyond that: 
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and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

~ 1 JOHN 2:16b-17 

And here, back to Romans 13, verse 14, he says: 

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,  

— make it not even possible to live out these things of the flesh that we just read about or — 

to gratify its desires. 

~ ROMANS 13:14 

He says put on Jesus.  And let me tell you what you do when you put on Jesus.  He is the One who hung 
on that cross out of love.  He's the one that stepped out of Heaven out of love for a group of people that 
were desperately wicked sinners.  The problem we all have in here is not that we're not thinking good 
enough about ourselves, the problem we have in here is we don't recognize how far away we were from 
God, how sinful we were, how separated we were from God, how everything that we had done in our 
lives had been such an offense against a holy God, that God Himself would come to rectify that—to 
hang there and shed His own blood at the hands of wicked men so as to bring to us forgiveness of sin. 

And I want to just tell you this today, if you've put your trust in Jesus—even if you haven't—do it right 
now, you can say goodbye to the past.  You don't have to live in it anymore.  You don't have to live by 
that regret.  You can have the love of Jesus, unconditional love where He says He loves you right where 
you're at, you can have that right now.  It says this:  Put on Jesus, put on that love of Jesus, have the love 
of Jesus flow over you.  Nothing is like the love of Jesus.  Nothing will transform you like the love of 
Jesus.  I want you to have the love of Jesus.  The love of people will fail you.  The love of those who 
proclaim, “This is love,”  “This is looking for love, you'll find love here”—all that is going to fail you.  
What is not going to fail you is Jesus and when we put on Jesus we will have on us the love of God and 
it changes the way we treat each other even this morning in this room. 

Let me pray for you. 

Lord Jesus, 

I'm guessing there's not a person in this room that doesn't want this love that is so 
attractional.  That so pursued us on the cross and yet how far away we feel from that love 
right now.   

Lord Jesus, I pray for each person in this room that has never put their trust in You.  I 
pray that they'll want it so bad right now that they'll – right where they're at right now – say 

“Jesus, come into my life.  Forgive me of my sin.”  And your Scripture says that You'll answer 
that prayer.  You'll cast their sins as far as East is from West.  Lord Jesus, I pray that your Spirit 
would could convict people of their sin and cause them to say, “I want You, Jesus.  I want that 
love.  I'm tired of this condemnation that I'm getting from everyone and everything in this world.  
I want that unconditional love that only can come from You, God.” 

Lord God, I pray for each person in this room right now that has gotten far away from You and 
has forgotten that You are their first love.  And I pray that You would call us back to yourself 
right now.  I pray that these words from your Scripture would catalyze us to take that next step 
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and to say, “Yeah, it's time to just put all of my efforts that I've been putting into everything else 
and put it into following You,” and that a whole bunch of us will follow hard after You today. 

Lord, I pray that we'll get beyond this 10 percent principle.  That we won't even be held back by 
it.  That we won't make excuses for it.  That we'll move beyond the junk of the 80/20 principle 
everyone seems to think has to have. 

Lord Jesus, I pray that we'll be a church that's sold out for You, in love with You, and in love 
with each other.  Lord God, You’re gonna have to do a work in our heart, this is something only 
You can do, but we call on You and we ask for You right now to do that. 

Lord God, there are some in this room right now that need to just—I shouldn't say some, all of us 
in this room—there's something in our lives right now that we need to repent of and ask You to 
forgive us for.  You love us and You'll forgive us, You'll cast those sins as far as the East is from 
the West.  Lord, I pray that we'll just feel that light and that burden come off of us as we say no 
to ungodliness and worldly passions and ask for your forgiveness.   

May this be a place of restoration.  May this be a place of healing.  May this be a place where 
love starts to flow out of us and percolate within us that's real, that it be beyond this fake.  We're 
all wounded.  We've all had stuff happen to us and, Lord, I pray that those walls will come 
tumbling down and the love of Jesus would just flow through us.   

We want to give to You, Jesus, because we love You.  We’re going to give our offerings to You as 
a thank-you gift right now.  Not a tip, but just a way of just being part of what You're doing, Lord 
God, that as we give back to You this gets poured into more and more people whose lives will be 
changed by You.  Lord God, I pray that You would use these gifts for your glory and your power 
and I pray that it'll continue to remind us what's first in our life; that the pride of life will not get 
over us, that we won't get so stuck on the things of this world but that we'll just think that what 
we've given to You is the most important thing.  Lord God, may our love show through our giving 
right now, our generosity to You as it's already yours, to others that we care for, that we bless, 
that we give to.  Lord Jesus, use these gifts for your glory. 

It's in Jesus name we pray.  Amen.  

Calvary Fellowship Website:  https://www.cfdowningtown.com/watch 
YouTube:  https://youtu.be/GtW7PG4Hc7U  
Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/366101580  
Facebook 930AM:  https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/521210395366147/  
Facebook 11AM:  https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/449768772310344/  
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