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Good morning.  Good morning, Church.  I was told last week to look up in the balcony, but I'm blind 
when I do that.  [He laughs]  Good morning, my name is Pastor John Lawley.  I'm the Next Generation 
pastor here at Calvary and I want to welcome everyone today.  And this is an awesome privilege to bring 
the Word of God again this morning. 

How many of you are involved with schools?  Teachers, secretaries, students raise your hand.  Okay, 
we’ve got a bunch of them.  Before I start I want to pray for you.  We love our schools.  We are blessed 
to have amazing schools in this area.  We love you.  We're praying for you.  Oftentimes we look in the 
news and there's some terrible things that are coming into our schools and I want to pray for protection, 
and I want to pray that God's hand of grace is on every soul in that building.  So let me pray. 

Father, 

We love You, and Lord, I pray right now and lift up our teachers and the students and the 
administration and leadership of our schools, Father, as we start this new year.  Lord, I pray for 
your hand of protection upon our schools.  Lord, I pray that you would usher in new life in You 
and grow the gift sets of these students, allow for relationships to happen with teachers and 
students that are life-changing.   

Lord, help us to be a church that's a blessing to our schools.  Lord, I thank you that this building 
has been a blessing throughout the years in times of trials and hardship, Lord, but we also ask 
that You would continue to guide and direct what we teach and that it would be for your 
Kingdom. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.   

Amen. 

Well, thank you, guys, for those that are part of our schools.  We love you and want to acknowledge you 
this morning. 

If you have your Bibles, you can turn to Genesis.  We're going to be starting a new series this morning 
and it's going to be called FAMILY MATTERS, and so we're going to look at for the next few weeks the 
idea of family as it relates to Scripture; what does God's Word have to say about family.  So I'm going to 
introduce you to my family behind you.  This is a picture of my family here [he motions up to the 
screen].  So I have a big family.  I have two 
older brothers, an older sister, I have a younger 
brother, I have amazing parents, and we have a 
lot of grandchildren.  And what you don't see in 
this picture is how hard it was to take this 
picture.  [Laughter]  Anybody know – we do the 
clapping and the bribing and, like, the candy and 
the duck which never seems to work, and so the 
kids are not smiling.  And so this was a very 
difficult picture and this is basically the best we 
have even though half of the kids aren't looking 
and they look miserable.  This is my family.  
And so growing up my family, we loved each 
other, but it was kind of chaotic.   

And so I remember specifically we had this thing called the “Blue Cheese.”  This is my students’ 
favorite.  Students submitted their favorite story of all time; some of you are already good if you’re 
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student out there.  So the Blue Cheese was this big blue van1 that my dad bought but it wasn't like a nice 
seven-passenger Honda van, it was like a mechanic's old beat-up van that we painted light blue, hence 
Blue Cheese, and there were no seats in the back of the van so my dad 
got some old, like, seats—this is true, I mean, they're gonna hate me 
for saying this—but they got these old seats and they had bolted these 
seats in the back of the van so every time the van would stop the seats 
would kind of come forward [he demonstrates] [Laughter] and back 
and you kind of hold on.  And there was like bees in the van and the 
stick shift didn't work and, this is all true.  So we used to do a lot of 
trips in this van and one of the trips was to church.  Have you ever 
noticed that, like, as a family some of your worst arguments are going 
and coming from church?  [Laughter]  Isn’t that– yeah, so, that was true 
for us as well.   

But I remember one time we went to Texas and we drove in the Blue Cheese for two days straight, and 
so what happened is is there would be like two seats but I'd have all these siblings.  By the way, I had 
foster kids growing up; I had a bunch of foster brothers and sisters so it wasn't just the five of us, there 
was more.  And so we would be in this van and as the youngest I would sleep kind of in the row between 
the driver's seat and the couch, so I would like make my, yeah, no seat belts, hey, this was, okay, no seat 
belts.  [Laughter]  I would just lay down, right?  And I would sleep and I remember the fights that were 
happening with my siblings—never me—but my siblings [Laughter] and I remember the fights 
happening.   

And this was the problem:  I was laying right behind my dad driving so when, like, fights happen what 
do you, you know, “Stop [he gestures his father trying to swat the kids behind the driver’s seat with one 
hand while driving with the other hand] fighting!” [Laughter]  And so he would swing and I would 
always get hit and then I would be upset because it wasn't me, it was my brother, and so then it was—
and I remember one time there was like this little chess mini.  Anybody know the mini-chess?  This was 
before video games and, like, flat screens in your car.  Things are so selfish.  Anyways, but we had this 
little, like, remember those little packs, the games that you play, so we had this little chess board and I 
remember somebody cheated and I remember it flew off and my dad kind of swung and—it was 
horrible.  [Laughter]  So I have no real point, but no, so the point of that is honestly that families are 
messy.   

But here's the truth is my siblings, my parents are some of my best friends in the world and I love them.  
And a lot of them have pointed me to Jesus over the years and some of them have cost a lot of trials in 
our family and I just have learned a lot about life through my family.  And it's kind of tough when you 
see or hear the word “family” because family means a lot to a lot of people and it's different to a lot 
people.  Like, if we're honest, family isn't always something that is good when you hear it.  Like some of 
us grew up in broken families and some of us have lost family members, loved ones.  You know my 
mentor used to always say, “Listen, if you live long enough you will lose a lot of people you love.”  And 
so family, even the word family kind of changes based on our life and where we are.   

And so as we look at it here's the focus:  What does God, what's His plan for family?  And what's the 
reality of the family that we are born into, meaning that the family of sin that we see in Scripture that 
really marks from the very beginning when sin entered the world, and what is the family that God 
ultimately calls us to be in?  You know, because the amazing thing about Scripture is it starts right with 
this family and then it ends where?  At the table with our Father—right?—rejoicing with the family of 

                                                 
1 “Old Blue Van” painting by Ron Wilson, retrieved from https://www.pinterest.com/pin/325877723011085775/ 

Figure 1. Old Blue Van
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God, with the sons and daughters of the Most High King.  So as we look at it we're going to kind of 
explore that, so if you have your Bibles open in Genesis chapter 2 this is the first time—so what we see 
is God creates the world and He creates all these things, night and day, light and darkness, animals, and 

every time He creates something He steps back and He says 
it is good.  Do you remember this in Genesis 1?  So He sees 
something, He creates something and says it is good, and 
then He forms man and He steps back and He says it is good.  
But then in Genesis chapter 2 is the first time God looks 
down and He says this is not good and so in light of that He 
takes that and He creates a partner and He says I'm going to 
form this partner so that you can have relationships, that you 
can be in family, and so in Genesis chapter 2, verse 18, it 
says: 

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper fit for him.”  

~ GENESIS 2:18 

So this is the first family we see in Scripture and it was good, 
and there was no hiding and there was no shame, and there 
was no envy amongst themselves.  And then we see that sin 
enters the world and then so Adam and Eve we know in 
Scripture had sons and so they had Cain and Abel, two sons, 
and they were sinful kids because sin entered the world.  So 
the man was sinful, the woman was sinful, and the children 
were sinful.   

And picking up in Genesis chapter 3 Cain grows up and he 
grows up to be a farmer.  And then Abel grows up and he 
grows up to be a shepherd.  And in Genesis chapter 4 we see 
that Cain and Abel are coming to the Lord to bring an 
offering to the 
Lord, and Cain 
looks at Abel and 
what happens?  
So he begins to 
be jealous of the 
offering that's 

happening here, so Cain becomes jealous.  Sibling rivalry 
starts to happen and so Cain becomes angry to the point 
where—what happens?  He kills his brother Abel.  And so 
Cain hides the body trying to hide it from God.  Good luck.  God comes and says where is your brother 
Abel?  Cain responds I don’t know, I'm not my brother's keeper.  And this is the first kind of picture of 
how families don't always work out to be good.  That selfishness and deceit and envy can come into 
families wherever they exist and divide and bring pain and suffering and sometimes even death.  So 
what do we see from the very beginning is that family, because of sin, is marked by brokenness.   
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And so some observations that we see there, one is if you're a parent and your kids have not yet killed 
each other, you win over Adam and Eve.  [Laughter]  It's fair.  I always say to my parents, “Thank you 
for, uh, I mean, you probably should have put a seat belt on your five-year-old, but thank you for 
allowing us to be one where we loved each other in the midst of our dysfunction, in our trials.”  Adam 
and Eve failed in that.  And that's kind of funny, but there is this reality that, like, no one's family is 
perfect, even Adam and Eve who were made in the image of God and had very little sin—right?—had 
dysfunctional families.  And so that's one thing we learn, but also what we learn here is that in the midst 
of this there is this concept that God has a family and it's good and that we in the midst of our 
dysfunctional life see these dynamics, these family dynamics, and we don't see good and so ultimately 
our tendency is to say well, then God isn't good.   

And so what marks family in Scripture?  What is the heart of God within this idea of family?  So the 
Bible, again, the amazing thing about the Word of God is from the very beginning 
God has this redemption plan for mankind and the Bible does not end—listen to 
me—the Bible does not end with this idea of brokenness.  What does the Bible end 
with?  Hope, reconciliation, redemption.  The Bible ends with this image of us being 
around the table with our Father meaning that we— I think of like a southern 
hospitality table.  Right?  Like a huge spread and we are laughing and we are 
fellowshipping in relationship with our Lord, and so this family is the picture of 
what's to come and there is an amazing truth about this dinner table scene that we see 
in Scripture.  And I'm gonna go through some of the things that we can see here that 
this family has a couple truths that we don't necessarily live in and I bet you some of 
us here today don't walk in. 

Here's the first thing:  Who gets to be part of this family?  So, no matter who you are and where you 
come from, whether your family is dysfunctional or not, the question is who gets to be part of this 
family?  And we see in John chapter 1, verse 12, listen to what it says.  It says: 

12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right  

— listen — 

to become children of God, 

~ JOHN 1:12 

And so here's an extremely important point when we talk about family and what God sees when He sees 
family is that everyone can be part of this family.  Everyone.  What does that mean?  It means that 
people who grew up in the Church or people who did not grow up in the Church, people who are 
divorced, people who are not divorced, people who are addicted, people who are free from addiction, 
people who have blended families, people who don't have them—ALL people can be part of the family.  
So, Church, stop trying to look at other people and say they're unqualified for the Gospel.  That is a lie.  
That's a lie.  And here's the truth is that in God’s family there is great diversity and it's not intentional 
“PC” [politically correct] diversity; it is that you and I as brothers and sisters in Christ are children of 
God regardless of how we look, regardless of where we came from, we are in love with Jesus so we're 
unified.  That is what God's family is and so everyone is invited, all people are invited to this reality. 

You know the truth is, and I just had a conversation outside about this, you know English, like, let's be 
careful, like English will probably not be the majority language.  Like, take that in.  Like, you will not 
necessarily be the majority in Heaven because the Gospel is for all people and there are brothers and 
sisters in Christ right now that are giving their life for the truth.  And they'll be there and, in fact, I would 
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argue based on my struggles and their faith they’ll probably have more crowns, and I will rejoice in their 
faithfulness and their goodness as they worship God alongside of me.  So the Church is for everyone. 

This family is for everyone and it unifies us.  It should make the Church in this world look different 
because that person shouldn't love that person but they do.  And so the world is screaming for this 
concept, but see the world sees it in a very selfish, sinful way, and so they think of unity and they think 
of diversity but it's not like what I'm talking about here.  It's this idea that they can check the mark of 
being a good person when the Bible says no, no, no, what unifies us is we're all in love with the same 
person.  It's not even about us.  We lay down our preferences.  And so the Bible is very clear that this 
family is for everyone.  What will the family look like?  We’ll talk about this a little bit more, but the 
family will be diverse. 

So the Bible kind of introduces us to this broken concept of this family through Cain, and then it also 
introduces us with this blessed family that comes through who?  Through Jesus Christ.  And so I wanna 
talk about the two families and then ask the question:  What family do you find yourself in this 
morning?  And so this idea of the family of Jesus, that anybody who places their faith and hope in Jesus 
enters into this family and it's marked by sacrifice; that what makes you part of that family is that you're 
sacrificing for each other.  Like, think about your family dynamics as they exist right now and ask the 
question:  What are the fruits of that family?  Is it marked by sacrifice?  Do you serve one another 
because the family of Cain is marked by selfishness.  Think about it.  Cain responded with envy and 
anger, and so I'm gonna make something really real right now.  So if you grew up in a dysfunctional 
family and you’ve got hatred towards that family member, that father, that mother—look at me—that is 
the enemy that you hate because what happens is is without Jesus, without Jesus it's about us. 

Like I just had a conversation with somebody who was abused and I said, “Listen, don't you dare make 
that person's action towards you identify who you are.  You are a child of Christ.  You are not what they 
did to you.”  And I also said, “Listen, the reason they project this anger and hatred to the world, the 
reason you're a victim of that, is because they're living for themselves.  And so they project and they're 
angry at everyone around them that doesn't fit into their own idealistic worldview, which is that their 
god and everyone needs to serve them.”   

And so the Cain family is marked by selfishness.  It's marked by leaving when you should stay.  It's 
marked by loving when you abuse.  And so Jesus' family is one that's transformed to say it's no longer 
about me, it's about serving and loving people and sacrificing for people because Jesus modeled that and 
Jesus is our Lord.   

And so another thing that marks God's family is this spirit of adoption.  I love this.  What's in God's 
family?  A hundred percent are people who were once in the family of Cain.  Every one of us were once, 
even if we had healthy family dynamics biologically, we were still in sin.  It still marked our lives, so 

anybody who is in this family of God has been rescued from that.  That we 
have been adopted—that’s what the Bible says, we have been adopted 
into this family; that we were in brokenness and nothing we did but what 
He did for us, but He pulled out of us and placed us in was that we are all 
now in the Kingdom of God.  We are all part of the family of God 

because of what Jesus did, so every one of us in the Kingdom family have 
been adopted.  And then we'll talk a little bit as I close about how this 

compels my heart and my wife's heart towards adoption because we want to 
show this picture of what it is to be part of God's family.   

Adopted! 
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Another thing that marks the family of Cain is division.  Listen to me Church, it’s preferences.  So if you 
are somebody who thinks that the family of God looks a certain way or votes a certain way or talks a 
certain way or lives a certain way—that is not what God sees when He sees his family.  It's just a lie.  It's 
from the pit of hell that we are all to act the same way—that is not the family of God.  The family of 
God is unified but it's not unified in how we look.  Again, it's unified in Who we love.  Listen to that.   

Here's another one.  It's full of diversity that's unified, this is key.  This is key because this goes against 
our understanding of what we think the children of God look like, but it's true that when I sit down 
hopefully with Paul in Heaven, I mean, that will be awesome, I'm excited about that.  Like, “Paul, did 
your dad do this?”  You know.  [Laughter]  I'm gonna say, “Hey, Paul, tell me about this!  And what 
about this?  And what made you have the boldness to do this?”  And I love that conversation but is Paul 
going to look like me?  Is Paul gonna share in my political ideology?  Probably not.  He's gonna be like, 
“I don't even know what you're talking about.  Democracy?  What are you talking about?”  But can I say 
to Paul, “Hey, did you love people like that?”  “Yes!”  “Hey, did you have that moment with—.”  “Yes.”  
“Hey, did you seek the Lord in pain and in suffering?”  “Yes.”  So there's commonality with Paul but it's 
not conditional, it's eternal.   

Here’s another thing that we have to be careful of when we think about uniformity which I think marks 
actually the family of Cain is this uniformity is, again, this idea of everyone's thinking alike, everyone 
worshipping alike, this creates spiritual and physical orphans.  It really does.  How many of us have ever 
stepped into the church and thought, “I don't belong there”?  That is—look at me, Church—that is a 
hundred percent on us.  A hundred percent on us because that means we are showing people, not Jesus 
here. And I would pray that everyone who walks into this building says, “Hey, people look differently 
than me, but there's something here that makes me feel like I belong.”  Like, that's why if you go to our 
website the first thing you see is: 

And when you hear that you think, “I don't know.”  Like, there’s a lot that comes to your mind when 
you hear that statement.  I don't know.  Will everyone belong here?  What if they think this?  Here's the 
reason why I believe in that statement:  If you're a sinner and you're in desperate need of a Savior, you 
belong here because that's what hopefully you all are.  We are sinners in need of a Savior, that's why 
we're family because we all join in in saying that Jesus is our Savior; that He's rescued us from this 
world.  And so this is what marks the early Church, but look at me—the family that describes this idea 
of unified and diverse but also like-minded, like, does this describe how you identify with family?  We 
talked about last week, like, is this your dynamic in your life?  Are you were surrounded by people who 
are like-minded in their pursuit of the Kingdom of God and His glory?  Or are you trying to idolize the 
world's idea of family that's really marked with selfishness?   

Like, I always challenge my wife and I that we should never idolize our children because our children 
are gifts from God for God and we are part of raising them up.  My children are part of the family of 
God more than our family.  Do you hear what I'm saying?  That that our job is to make them fall in love 
with Jesus so they can join us in our home which is not of this world.  And so does this family mark 
you?   

The goal of this series as we move forward here is to move us from this brokenness to this blessing; to 
be part of that family of God and to be feeling like, yeah, I am part of this family.  And so I'm going to 
love my brothers and sisters and be involved with my spiritual gift sets and be connected and find my 
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hope and joy in the family of God.  That's why I say you're my brothers and sisters in Christ and I love 
you because I want you to join in that family of God that's eternal.  Here's what we read in John 
chapter 12, I'm gonna read verse 13 as well.  It says: 

12 Yet to all who did receive him,  

— this is Jesus — 

to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 

— listen to what he says in verse 13 — 

13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God. 

~ JOHN 1:12-13 (NIV) 

So this family, the door into this family is Jesus.  Amen?  Like, that's our door from the family of Cain 
marked by selfishness and pain and suffering into the family of God.  It's believing that Jesus Christ is 
Lord and walking out that truth in your life.  And here's a profound truth that the Bible, the reason I 
know the Bible is the Word of God is because when you hear these things and you read these things 
you're like, “Okay, this is amazing.”  Like, I want you to remember something here, I just talked to you 
about in Genesis brothers—right?—marking this sinful, selfish family that we are all part of because 
we're in this sinful world.  What happened?  A murder of a son ushered in this dysfunction.  Some of 
you know where I'm gonna go here.  What happened to usher in this family [family of God]?  A murder 
of a Son—that Jesus's death on the cross, His willing death on the cross ushered in this family of God 
that now we all can be a part of; so we were all victims of that son [Cain], but we were all delivered 
because of Jesus.  There’s beauty in that because God makes all things new and it was the sacrifice of 
Son that gave us the right to be in the Kingdom of God. 

I'm gonna read John 3:16 & 17, sometimes we miss 17, but listen to these words: 

16 For God so loved the world  

— in the midst of its brokenness — 

that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 

~ JOHN 3:16-17 

I'm talking about the Gospel.  So right now I want you to think about the idea of family here as I share 
this last point and the band can come up.  I was praying about this series and I'm thinking God, how do I 
make this real because I just don't want to talk about it, because family can be kind of, again, it's a 
mixed bag.  But the here's what I want to say.  My wife and I have just finished the foster care classes, 
the process.  We have three beautiful girls, I laugh all the time because I grew up playing sports and now 
I'm like princess and marriages and all the time dominates my life.  I hate Frozen [a movie].  Okay, 
anyway, [Laughter] so, uh, I can't, I can't even, I can't even tell you.  Okay, so God says don't hate.  I 
dislike Frozen.  Okay.   

But here's the truth, in the midst of our blessings, our family we have blessings all over the place, God 
has given me a heart to adopt so we want to foster children.  Now, we don't have a phone call yet.  We 
don't know what it looks like, we don't know how old, we have kind of a parameter of which we would 
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like but we don't know.  But here's the truth is I don't bring that kid into my house because I think I'm 
awesome.  I don't because I'm not, and my family has fights on the way home and we have dysfunctions, 
but here is the goal is that I can bring a child who has come from brokenness, abandonment, some 
children that they haven't seen nothing but the family of Cain.  And I could bring them into our family 
and show them Jesus, show them the type of love that Jesus has for me and try to love them the same 
way, and to teach them about the family of God and to pray that they would come into relationship with 
Jesus.   

Listen, during the classes they said you can't talk about your faith.  I said, “Yeah, right.”  [Laughter]  I 
didn't maybe audibly say that, but in my mind I was literally like I'm gonna do everything opposite of 
what you're telling me right now [Laughter] because I know what brings hope in the midst of 
circumstances.  I do.  And I know Who can save them in the midst of what they were raised with, that 
can place them out of that circumstance, so I want to be a family even if it's in a week's time or a 
month's time that shows them that; that there's a family of God that is bigger than your circumstances, 
bigger than your biological family, and He loves you and He wants you in that family.  And you know 
why I have a heart for that is my parents as you saw there had foster kids all throughout my childhood 
and most of them left except for my little brother who he adopted, but many of them have come back 
when they were older and knocked on my parents’ door and said, “In the midst of my life that I made 
terrible decisions, I've remembered your family and I remember what you were about and it was a light 
in the midst of my darkness.”  I praise my parents for showing and pointing young children towards the 
Lord.  And listen, this isn't an adoption Sunday but what I'm telling you is is that if you're part of God's 
family not only are you to tell others but you are to invite others into that family because without Jesus 
we are all lost. 

So the band can come up and I want to challenge, I'm gonna kind of change gears here because I had a 
shorter message and we're gonna be going out and having fun as a family.  So here's the thing.  I'm 
gonna go up and grab my daughters and I'm gonna go to the back door and I'm gonna have them frown 
at you if you walk out and go home.  [Laughter]  I'm gonna have them stand there, these pretty little 
girls, and I’m gonna say, “Okay, cry if they try to leave.”  [Laughter]  No, I won’t do that.  But here's the 
thing, the event is that way [points forward] so there's nothing that way [points with his thumbs behind 
him] other than children, so don't leave.  We want to get to know you, we want to talk to you. 

And so here's my three questions I want you to ask each other, are you ready?  So the first question is 
this:  What is your name?  So as you are at the petting zoo or you’re at the food truck, ask somebody 
next to you, “What's your name?”  Here's another one:  What is your story?  Where do you come from?  
And the last one is:  What is your need?  Like, here's a cool thought in my mind:  What if as a family we 
ask those three questions to people we didn't know, how much more in love as a family of God would 
we be next week?  Like, seriously, if we just ask those three questions at this event how much more 
would we love each other?  And so I challenge you with those three questions, ask them, get to know 
each other as we celebrate together. 

Also, just so you know we're gonna go into the time of offering.  We have buckets over on the left side 
of the aisle; if you can pass those buckets over and give to the Lord and to His family's work that would 
be amazing.  But also as you leave here, as we close with this song of celebration, we have our Senegal 
mission trip.  We are actually asking people who are interested in going to Senegal, it's an amazing trip, 
that if you're interested to kind of sign up to hear more about it.  So at the doors we're gonna have people 
with outfits on, you're gonna be able to tell who they are, and so go to them if you're interested and get 
some more information about our trip coming up. 

Let me pray us into our celebration and then let's spend time together as a family  
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Father, 

We love You and Lord, I thank You that that we are part of the blessed family of Jesus Christ and 
that our destination is not of this world but it is around a dinner table with You, Lord.  And that 
we are sons and daughters of You and that is who we are.  But Lord, I thank You for the spiritual 
fathers and mothers in this Church that are mentoring people who desperately need to know 
their identity in You and that they are adopted into your family. 

I pray right now for the people in this place that don't know You, and it's not about religion, 
Lord, it's about You.  Lord, I pray that they would know You and that they would respond to You 
this morning.  So, Lord, I pray that they would respond by maybe going into the Prayer Lobby in 
the back or coming up front, Lord, and inviting You into their life and stepping into this family of 
God that we all desperately, desperately need in our lives. 

So we thank You, Lord, for this Church.  Thank You for the work it's been doing and the work 
that's continuing to be done. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray. 

Amen. 

Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/287891678  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/klq-y_MGm0c  
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