
Small Group Discussion Guide       January 19, 2020 
Next: Mark 10:35-45 

 

  

Getting Started 

• Who has been an example to you of a Christ-like servant? What effect has that had on your life? 
 

• Read Mark 10:32-45 

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time 

32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, 
and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 
33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit on 
him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

The Request of James and John 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you 
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 
39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 
42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be 
great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

Discussion 

• This was the third time in Mark’s gospel that Jesus predicts His death (8:31-32, 9:30-32, 10:32-34). Considering this, 
why do you think James and John (and their mother Matthew 20:20-21) were so focused on themselves instead of 
Jesus’ pending death and resurrection? 
 
 

• Think of a time in your walk with the Lord when your focus began to shift from yourself toward serving others. When did 
this happen? What was the going on in your life? How did your life change? 
 
 

If you have limited time to prepare, this 3-step outline is a helpful tool for leading a small group discussion: 

1. Read the text from Sunday’s message. 
2. What did you find most helpful/confusing/new/ that you did not understand from the message? 
3. What were your big takeaways? How will you put these into practice in your life? 
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• Discuss the merits of this statement by Pastor Lee … “The more selfish and self-centered you are, the more miserable 
you will be.” 
 

But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be 

first among you must be slave of all. (Mark 10:43-44) 

 

• Answer this question from your heart: Is serving what you do or who you are? If it is more about what you do what 
needs to continue to change in your life to become more of who you are? 

 

Prayer 

 


