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Lee: If someone out here has kids, what do we have for them? 

John: So if you have a kid, well, we actually have Rockin’ Wednesday starting—so student ministry 
happens every Sunday first service, [ages] 6 through 12, in the West Lobby, there's the 
entrance.  That happens every Sunday and pretty much student ministry happens every 
Wednesday all throughout the year.  Teenagers actually get more crazy in the summer so we 
don't stop, we pick up, but every Wednesday and actually we're starting back our Rockin’ 
Wednesday programming— 

Lee: Which is for kids 

John: which is parallel with the women's Bible study here coming up, yep.  And that's for, really for 
pre-school all the way up to Grade 5, and we have fun events and the gym opens up for the 
Kidz ministry and so that's every Wednesday, and amazing leaders who pour in and teach our 
children about the Gospel.  And every Sunday we have children's services going on, and yes, 
it's been an amazing journey to kind of step in and see what's going on.  We have amazing 
leaders in our church and we have a lot of men who have taken amazing leadership roles in our 
children and student ministry and it's just been such a blessing to see. 

Lee: Oh, I appreciate all that's going on for our kids.  There's so much between the youth and the 
children.   

 Welcome to those of you who’ve joined us by livestream, we’re glad to have you with us.  It’s 
sort of fun having people that we know all over the world slipping in on our service today, so 
that's fun.  This is Pastor John.  Pastor John, as I mentioned, oversees our kids and children and 
he preaches a lot here, almost every series this last year he had at least one time in except for 
one series where I was like, “You’ve got too much going on, you can't preach” or something 
like that.  [They laugh]  He carries a lot of stuff.  And so we love teaming up, we love thinking 
through these series together and planning some of the stuff that's going on together, and we 
decided today that we would try to share the thoughts that are on our minds together, and that's 
like hard when you have two guys that like to talk.  We were told it worked first hour, so we'll 
see if it works second hour. 

 Someone asked me if we did this because we weren't sure which one would be sick or not sick 
this weekend.  Everyone I talked to is like, “Don't touch me.  I've got the stomach virus.”  So 
anyhow, we're all just sort of leery of each other here this morning.   

 So last service of 2018 here at Calvary right now, and so as we're looking at 2018 coming to an 
end have you noticed that your newsfeed and all these things, all these articles right now about 
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goals and stuff for next year, and so now all of a sudden I guess we're all gonna lose 10 pounds 
going into next year and we're all gonna be skinny from here on out, so that's good news.   

 How to handle your finances, we're all gonna be out of debt real quick.  Oh, by the way, 
mention that, this Wednesday night at 6:30, like, if the Christmas holidays have made you 
realize, “Uh-oh, I need to get my act together financially,” Pastor Bob runs Financial Peace 
University.  I think it's a six-week class, it starts this Wednesday at 6:30 here at the church, and 
it's this Wednesday on purpose because he knows a lot of you are like right now is the time 
where you’re going, “Okay, I gotta jump in on that.”  So if you're thinking about that, this 
Wednesday night. 

 But anyhow, all these articles that talk about all these goals and we could talk about a bunch of 
that stuff, but the thing that we would say here is that we really, what we want for you is that 
that spiritual end of your life is lined up and we believe that if that's lined up all the rest of 
these things fall in line because it really sets your priorities.  You think of that verse in 
Matthew, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and His righteousness and all 
these things will be added to you,”1 so that's what we want to talk about this morning and 
here's what we'd say when we talk about the Kingdom of God.  The last couple weeks we’ve 
been talking about Christmas stuff.  Isaiah 9, 700 years before Jesus was born, the prophet 
Isaiah makes this comment, he says: 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be  no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

~ ISAIAH 9:6-7 

 So he talks about the birth of Christ, and at the end of that passage he talks about the kingdom 
that is now and forever that will never end that He will reign and rule over.  That's what I want 
to talk about today, it’s what John and I want to talk about today.  See, [he reaches over the 
table and pats John on the shoulder] I knew it was all about me.   

John: Uh-hmm.  [He laughs] 

Lee: As we talk about this today the idea is this:  There is something more.  There is something so 
much greater.  I was thinking when the kids were singing that song on God's great dance floor, 
you might go, “It's just a bunch of words.”  I think it's more than just a bunch of words.  I think 
it's more than a cool-sounding song.  The idea that we are in God's Kingdom, in God's room, 
on God's great dance floor, and to reformat ourselves because so often we spend so much time 
talking about, you know, all the darkness around us, all the sickness and all the war and all the 
problems and all this kind of stuff and try to figure our way through that.  And this morning we 
want to pull the camera back a little bit and go, “Wait a minute!  We're on God's great dance 
floor.”  If you're a child of God, you carry His identity.  He loves you.  He has adopted you.  
He has made you His own.  And we are told that we today are in His Kingdom.  Now it's not 
fully realized yet, we still have these outside influences coming in that are just beating us up 
and we'll talk about that a little bit here in a minute, but we are in His Kingdom.  He is the 
sovereign God.  He is the King of that Kingdom, and today He's reigning and ruling in our 
hearts.   

                                                 
1 “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”  ~ MATTHEW 6:33 
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Lee: Think back at the very beginning, Garden of Eden, mankind walked with God.  Adam walked 
with God, they had perfect relationship until the choice was made to sin, and then there's this 
separation and from that point on God moves into the role of redeeming us.  Which is why He 
sent Jesus, it’s why Jesus goes to the cross—to purchase our redemption, to buy us back to 
Himself, to redeem us.  And now we live in that moment where we have a choice whether to be 
redeemed or not, whether to follow Him or not, whether to receive Him into our lives or not. 

 Fast-forward.  There is coming a day when He is going to invite us back into perfect union 
once again, when we will be physically face-to-face with Him in His Kingdom and 
everything's going to be made right again.  In the book of the Revelation, right at the very end, 
chapter 21, verse 3, it says: 

 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God 
is with man. He will dwell with them,  

 — imagine that, someday we're going to be together with God — 

 and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 
~ REVELATION 21:3 

 A perfect relationship just like it was back in the Garden.  We said a few weeks ago, we said 
everyone's gonna live forever, the question is:  Where?  If you put your faith and trust in Jesus, 
you will spend eternity in God's Kingdom.  A million years from now you will live somewhere 
and if you're living with God, you're going to be in His Kingdom.  So here's what we want to 
do today:  Pull back for a moment, pull away from all this stuff that we've been dealing with in 
our lives, and I want us to look at the Kingdom of God, eternity, the unseen, and just sort of 
refocus our attention.  Listen to this, Ecclesiastes, we talked about Ecclesiastes this year, 
chapter 3, verse 11, says: 

 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's 
heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 

~ ECCLESIASTES 3:11 

 So we begin to think about eternal things.  So here's the question I have for you, John.  People 
out here today will hear me say, “Hey, there's more; something bigger or something greater.  I 
need to be putting my focus in on that.”  The problem is it's hard to look at the future when 
you're just bogged down with the stuff of right now. 

John: Right. 

Lee: What would you say to the person that’s going, “I would love to start thinking about eternity, 
but right now is just killing me.” 

John: Yeah.  So often, like, when you ask that question I often say okay, what are the things that are 
bogging you down?  Like, part of it is to identify what are the things that are bringing you 
anxiety, stress as you enter into this new year?  And I say oftentimes it's kind of two different 
sources.  One is just sin, so we live in a sinful, broken world.  So oftentimes sin is a result of, 
you know, broken relationships or whatever and you're affected by those things, health, and so 
those things are really not controllable in a sense that you can't stop them from happening.  
You certainly have a God who loves you, that gives you strength through those things, but sin 
is ultimately one that bogs us down and just keeps us distracted or overwhelmed. 

Lee: As long as we're on this earth— 

John: Absolutely. 
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Lee: it's gonna be here. 

John: Absolutely.   

 And so that's one, but oftentimes it's the decisions we've made that were really for our kingdom 
and for this world that causes us to be overwhelmed with some circumstances.  So you bought 
a house that's too expensive, you bought a car that's too expensive, you made decisions in your 
life that caused relationships to hurt, and so because of these “treasures” we set here oftentimes 
we're so caught up in kind of gaining the world, kind of fixing the things of this world, we lose 
track of eternity and so we're just kind of suffocating in this world.  And I always say—
anybody familiar with the idea of a worldview?  Worldview is just simply how you see the 
world.  And so I often also say it's also how you see the world to come.  Right?  So in our 
world oftentimes we are pumped with this worldview that many of us would never say we 
believe but we act according to this worldview, and I would say the worldview says this and I 
see this all the time on television shows.  My wife and I, she always complains, it's almost like 
“That's a lie!”  And I always stand up to the television tube.   

 But the idea is that when you die it's over so gain as much as you can in this world, kind of 
save and plan for the last 20-30 years of your life for retirement and make sure that the kids to 
come and your grandchildren are okay.  That's how you are to look at this world, that's how 
you should prioritize this world, and listen, it's a humanistic worldview.  It's not a biblical 
worldview.  And so oftentimes we make decisions with this idea that this is all we have and 
then our stresses and our anxieties are all wrapped up in these decisions that aren't about the 
Kingdom, they're about our own kingdom.   

 And so I often say when you're bogged down in life it's good to stop and say, “What are the 
stresses in my life and are they eternal?  Or are these things what God and Jesus, when Jesus 
was alive, would these be the things that would keep Jesus up at night?  Would these be the 
things that He would worry about?  And I always say when you study the life of Jesus the 
things He cared about was not the things that the disciples cared about.  The disciples were 
caught up in this world and being a king, second in command along with Jesus as he took over 
Rome, and they were caught up in all of these things, and Jesus cared about the eternal things 
and He worried about the eternal things.  So when the earthly worries came they were shocked 
at how Jesus responded to them.  Things like the political future of the society and how are we 
going to eat and all these things; Jesus seemed to be more worried about what God's plan was 
for the eternal reality than it was just this earthly reality.  And so He was more about the soul 
and He was more about the Kingdom, and so we ought to think that way think. 

Lee: When you think about it, over and over He'd go to the Father on those things. 

John: Right. 

Lee: So here He is God and He goes and He spends time communicating with the Father [INAUDIBLE 
0:24:58.0]. 

John: That’s right.  Absolutely.   

 And the idea of, like, how many of you have ever caught yourself looking back on some of the 
worries of your life and thinking, “God, You were so faithful in the past.”  Anybody?  Like, 
you know what I mean?  Like, you look back and you’re like, “God, I didn't believe it and I 
didn't live that way, but You were so good.”  And oftentimes it's that.  So I also often say it's 
not just the eternal reality that we have a Kingdom awaiting us, but it's His faithfulness that 
happened in your life prior to this worry or distress that you're in right now and how God has 
always been faithful.  And to know that, to know that this life is more than just the things we 
obtain and the things we try to kind of achieve, that there's this plan and this provision that's 
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greater than us, this gives you such rest and just gives you such peace.  And so I'd say if you're 
bogged down with life, step back and dwell on the eternal and remember the promises of God 
and really identify—are these things are these things what Jesus would worry about or are they 
just basically my earthly kingdom that I'm worried is going to crumble?   

Lee: Second Corinthians 4:18 says this: 

 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen.  

 And so what you were just saying, we’re so locked in on what we could feel, see, touch. 

John: Yeah. 

Lee: Moving to the unseen, it says then: 

 For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
~ 2 CORINTHIANS 4:18 

 So I was thinking about the unseen.  I always like to think of it as, put on my readers here, like, 
wouldn't it be cool if you had a pair of glasses that if you could put them on you'd see what's 
going on in the unseen world?  Do you think there's an unseen world around us?  When I think 
about that I think there's like this one side of it where you'd see the dark side and it would just 
scare the daylights out of you and you’d be like, “Oh, my goodness!”  I think there'd be the 
other side where we'd see God's power and God's strength and God's protection and we put 
them on and we go, “Oh, cool!”  And I think there's something about when we start thinking 
about what is in the unseen that is God's, like if we could begin to picture some of that unseen 
and we see God's power in that, I think if we could put on these glasses and look at this we 
would realize the stuff we're seeing through our naked eye is that transient stuff.  Start putting 
on those spiritual glasses, like, if you think about putting on spiritual glasses, what would you 
see yourself? 

John: So I think of my own journey in that question, and so the idea of spiritual glasses being what 
are the things that you now see that you didn't see before Jesus grabbed your heart, like you fell 
in love with Jesus?  And I always say one of the biggest things that God has given me as a 
filter of this world is freeing me from the need of people, from the need of praise and worth of 
people in this world.  If you think about it, if there's no Kingdom, then of course the goal is— 

Lee: This is the kingdom, yeah. 

John: you need people to praise you.  But for God to say, “Listen, you are my child.  I delight in you.  
You are loved,” allows me now to see people in an eternal perspective.  No longer needing 
them but now saying okay, they have a soul that they matter.  And so this creates a difference 
in how I see my wife, my children, my coworkers, people that are rude to me at the bank, 
whatever, it changes how you see them because now it's not how are they kind of building me 
up but God has kind of said okay, because you are eternal and they are eternal, now you see 
them in such a beautiful light because you see them in light of eternity.  And so one of the 
things I always say to teenagers is everyone you meet is eternal, so see them that way.  And so 
oftentimes we are willing to kind of hurt our neighbor or go against somebody or to slander 
somebody or to gossip somebody because that will help us in our own kind of journey. 

Lee: Right now. 

John: But for the Kingdom there's eternal devastation in that worldview—right?—that mindset.  And 
so one of the things that I think God has given me a gift of in the idea of eternity is it’s just 
simply seeing people and no longer needing them because my identity is now in my Father.  
And I know that I'm gonna be spending more time with Him in relationship than I am with 
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these people around me because this [God] is my treasured relationship.  These [people on 
earth] are ultimately to teach me about this [His Kingdom].  Right?  And I am to teach them 
about this [His Kingdom], and so it changes the dynamic.   

 And I always use an example and I think I said in first service, Francis Chan, who's a pastor, he 
uses this famous example2 when it comes to eternity, and he had this really long rope and he 
just basically made it go offstage and he said, “Okay, this rope,” it’s like 
a white rope, “this represents eternity.”  And I remember he had like the 
first part of the rope taped red and he says okay, this is the life that we all 
live, maybe 100 years—Right?—because of medicine.  This is the life 
we live and we worry kind of about this little end of this life.  Often we 
make decisions based on this end of this life and making sure, again, we 
have enough money to retire and we ultimately dwell on this on this part.   

 And he says but the Bible, in the Scriptures, teach us about this part [the 
rest of the rope] being more important but this part [the red] echoing in 
eternity.  So this is valuable because this matters for how you spend it, 
but we are not dwelling on the thing that actually is going to be our eternal reality.  And so he 
says why do we converse and worry and dwell on this [the red] when the Bible talks about this 
[the rest of the rope] and says no, no, dwell on these [eternal] things.  And so the relationships 
and the conversation and our finances and our gift sets and our time are all, should be, geared 
towards what's to follow and I love that.  It was so [INAUDIBLE ‐ OVERTALK]. 

Lee: So probably, a lot of us—any people pleasers in here?  One, good, thanks.  Appreciate your 
honesty back there.   

John: They were pleasing you. 

Lee: [He laughs] No, but I mean when you talk about that thing the question is, I mean, how do you 
get beyond that?  It's one thing to feel that right now, but you make a good point there when 
you talk about looking at it in terms of only this [the red part of the rope, life here and now] 
then you only think about now and now is including just these people, but when you see it in 
terms of all of eternity and the Kingdom of God. 

John: Yeah, and the relationships, too, you know, when you value, like, when you value things of 
this world, know that they are just images of that which is greater in eternity.  Right?  So I say, 
like, remember that when you say to God I choose something of this world—I choose a 
relationship with somebody, I choose a job—I choose something because of how that makes 
me feel.  I feel important, I feel like I matter, I feel like I'm loved, just remember that those 
feelings were created by your God, so how much more are those feelings in eternity?  And so 
for us we are to recognize that the things that are good in this world are just image bearers of 
what's to come.   

 And so when I think of my love I have for my children, it's to inspire me to say, “Man, if I feel 
this way to my children and God created those emotions, how much more am I going to love 
my Father who created those emotions in me?”  And so it's all to say, “No, the Kingdom to 
come is so much better.  And we are to see that in the relationships we have and in the 
conversations that we have that these are all just representations as to what's to come, and these 
are what I think believers experience heaven on earth.  The fellowship and the community, 
these are pictures, these aren't something we are to hold onto, these are something that should 
inspire us to long for what's to come.   

                                                 
2  Francis Chan’s rope illustration can be viewed at https://vimeo.com/89990098  

Francis Chan’s 
Rope Illustration 
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Lee: So when you say to long for what's to come, that eternal perspective, do you all find that just 
hard to even wrap your brain around?  I mean, when you talk about Heaven or eternity, I mean, 
I do, it’s like I get it for a minute and then it seems to slide out because we're so attached here.  
So we're taking this, we're taking a huge leap to something that we really have to ponder, we 
have to really think about. 

John: So I had a conversation with my wife the other day about marriage and the conversation was is 
there going to be marriage in Heaven?  And we're like, well, actually Jesus answers that 
question in Scripture.3  He says no.  But what we forget is He says, listen, there's no loneliness 
in Heaven, no loneliness, there's no, like, of course you're gonna have relationships with people 
and fellowship with people as we should here on earth with the church, but your relationship 
with God will satisfy the need.  And so, to me that, we struggle with that because we have 
these idols of this is the best there is but the promises of God, it doesn't belittle those, it just 
says no, there's greater to come.  So we are to love others and see God's love in that.  We are to 
spend our money in light of eternity.  We are to spend our time in light of eternity, because if 
we don't, the Bible says if you gain the world, you lose your soul4—you lost.  You know, you 
talk about that rope, you lost that which is to come which is really what matters.   

 So to your first question of anxieties and worries, it's so easy to say in a new year, “Hey, I'm 
going to set myself these expectations and these plans,” and stop for a second and say, “My 
plans and my New Year's resolutions, are these just to become more of the world?”  Like, so I 
want to get healthy because I want more people to like me. 

Lee: Do well down here [points at the stage]. 

John: Right.  I want to make these decisions and is that the driving force of your decisions.  Uhm— 

Lee: Or will it lead into this [eternity]. 

John: Absolutely.   

 And so to that kind of next question we were talking about the idea of, yeah, but if I stop and I 
say, “Okay, I want to create spiritual priorities.  Like, I want to be a person,” and I say this all 
the time, “I want to be a person that a year from now I'm more in love with God a year from 
now than I am today.”  Because God is who He is, but He says because of Jesus I can know 
Him more until I'm into eternity.  So there isn't this idea that one is more saved than others, one 
can't be more saved, but one can know God more and know of His love.  So man, that should 
be my goal because my spirit will grow in joy, will grow in purpose, will grow in identity the 
more I spend time and the more I grow in my love for God.  And by doing that I get more of 
Heaven because what the treasure of Heaven is is Him.   

 And so we often think, okay, Heaven is these clouds and, you know, when I die I'm gonna float 
around and we have these images of like, remember All Dogs Go To Heaven?  Remember that 
movie?  We’ve got these weird images from movies and we kind of put that together and 
oftentimes we're kind of, typically not aware of what the Bible teaches of Heaven, and so we 
have this image and we're like, “Yeah, but there’s some things I'm going to lose if I go there.”  
But as we understand what Heaven is and that we're gonna have bodies and relationships and 
we begin to kind of long for that because that is what we really are desiring now.  And so I just 
love the idea of living towards the Kingdom, but awesomely make priorities and decisions 
based on that as well because really, that's the substance.  Right?  So I say to kids all the time, 

                                                 
3 “For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”  ~ MATTHEW 22:30 (context 

includes verses 23-33) 
4 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?”  

~ MATTHEW 16:26 (see also MARK 8:36 and LUKE 9:25) 
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“Everyone you meet is eternal, so live that way.”  And it's hard, it's hard to grasp, but man, 
those struggles and those worries will go away quick if you set your eyes and your mind on 
that which is eternal. 

Lee: Well, and when you talk about that we all go, “I don't know if I can grasp Heaven,” just one 
note.  If you're a reader and you want to grab this from a different angle, a book you may want 
to look into is called Heaven by Randy Alcorn.  He does a real good job with Scripture in 
there, but also in just really thinking it through and just expanding our view of Heaven, so if 
you're into reading.   

 I think one of the – there's a word that I like a lot but, content.  Good word, bad word.  Yeah.  
Good word.  I think it would become a bad word though if we go, “Hey I'm content here on 
this earth and this is all there is,” and I think that's where oftentimes—because there's a lot of 
people in this room today who would say, “I'm living the good life.  Yeah, there's some bumps 
and bruises along the way, and there's been some stuff in ‘18 that I wished hadn't happened, 
but overall I'd say I look pretty blessed.  I have a pretty good life.”  And so it's really easy to 
go, “This life is all there is.”  And it's really easy to be too satisfied here too quickly by saying, 
“This is as good as it gets.”  And I think this is what we need to hear:  This isn't Heaven.  This 
isn't eternity.  And to begin to go, “Wait a minute.  I need to look beyond this.”  Because, I 
mean, you can do a whole bunch of great planning and there's some people in here that are 
incredibly disciplined and you've gone through a lot of processes and you just kill it every day 
and you become contented with what you've created in the midst of that.  And I think that 
becomes a really self-absorbed type of thing.  

 So let me go to one more thing, our time is slipping away.  I told first service that it feels quick 
when you're up here, but when you're out there it feels really long.  So we will be sensitive to 
that.  Let me just throw this at you.  There's a verse, I'm actually going to just read it, 
1st Corinthians 9:24: 

 24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? 
So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  

 — listen to this phrase — 

 They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run 
aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it 
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 9:24-27 

 So if you were to help us reorient our thinking process, what kinds of things might we want to 
try this year to help us get focused in on eternal things, to getting focused in on the Kingdom? 

John: Yes.  So again, I kind of mentioned this before, but I would encourage everyone during this 
kind of New Year to really prioritize spiritual health.  To say, to identify, okay, what are some 
things I can do this year that is going to grow my eternal reality, which is your soul, it needs to 
spend time with the Lord, it needs to seek the Lord in prayer.  And so I always say there's some 
tremendous resources.  I just came across You Version Bible, which some of you have on your 
phones.  It has these plans that you can sign up for, you know, reading the Bible in a year, you 
can actually invite friends on Facebook to kind of join you.  It's a great way to just bring—we 
spent about seven hours a day on our phones—so if you want to be reminded, put it on your 
phone.  It's a great way to just spend time with the Lord.   

 I'll often say spend time in prayer, just seeking the Lord for the things that maybe you would 
have sought a friend for, seek the Lord first.  I often oftentimes say try to spend your time and 
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your energy and resources on the things that Jesus did.  Like I always say if you want to see 
your soul and you want to see the Spirit of God in you, spend time with the poor, spend time 
with the sick, spend time with the needy because Jesus says I’m there.  So if you wanna grow 
in the spiritual reality and that filter, do the things that Jesus did, and start to say this next year 
here's how I'm going to grow in my affections, grow in my understanding.  Join a small group, 
ask questions, write down questions as you're reading Scripture and ask somebody that may be 
spiritually further along than your own.   

 And so I would say those are things that oftentimes we’re so quick to say, “I want to be 
healthier,” and these are all good things, “I want to be better with my finances,” and these are 
all great things, but if one would make a challenge of saying, “I want to grow in my intimacy 
with the Lord by doing these things, by serving the church, by serving outside of the church, by 
using these gifts that God's given me”—that, by the way, the gifts God's given you is for His 
Kingdom.  So to move from your kingdom to His, He's gonna bless you and He's gonna fill 
you with the joy that only comes as you live according to His Purposes in your life.  So those 
would be some of my suggestions. 

Lee: It’s a good word.  

 I oftentimes talk to people, there's a lot of people that we get to meet in here that come here 
because they're trying to figure out Jesus, and so they'll come and ask us and if you're in that 
mode, come ask us, we love to have that conversation.  And so oftentimes in those moments I 
will say, because they're just like, “I can't get there.  I can't get there.”  And I'll just say, “Ask 
God ‘Show yourself to me,’ ” and I can't tell you how oftentimes they come back to me and 
say, “I get it.”  So that's a prayer.  The other thing I'll tell them is just open up in your Bible to 
the book of John and just start reading it through, read one chapter a day and just write down 
questions that you have about what you're reading, just interact with the material because this 
is God speaking to you directly.   

 I'd throw this out to you.  That's what I would tell a person that's trying to figure Jesus out.  
Here's the problem, I think some of us who have been saved a whole bunch of years, who have 
been following Jesus a whole lot of years, we've read it, we’ve prayed the prayer, and here's the 
two things that happen.  When it comes to praying the prayer, this is where I fall sometimes, 
it’s just like, I asked him, he didn't say yes, so I trust that it's a no.  And I think sometimes we 
need to step back and go, “Wait a minute.  I'm gonna ask him boldly.”  And there's certain 
things I know that He wants to have happen, like people getting saved.  It says it is His desire 
no one should perish, but all come to eternal life5 so I'm I know I'm praying in His will when 
I'm praying for that, but I stopped a long time ago because it didn't happen. 

 We really picked up on that a number of years ago we were preaching through a series called 
SOMETHING ONLY GOD CAN DO, just going I want to pray for something only God can do.  
And just in the last three months I've been back on that mindset again going, okay, God, what 
are the things I stopped praying about that I know I'm pretty sure You want that right?  And I'm 
just gonna start bringing it to Him.  I’m seeing answers.  It's been fun.  So I just encourage you 
about that prayer thing.   

 But also, those of you have been a Christian for a lot of years it's really easy to sort of allow the 
Word of God to no longer be fresh and new and exciting.  That person reading that John for the 
first time, they're going wow, wow, wow.  And here's what we find:  The Word of God, 
wherever we're at, it just hits us.  So I would really encourage you to find a place and start 

                                                 
5 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that 

all should reach repentance.  ~ 2 PETER 3:9 
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reading.  I love the plans.  I love the stuff on the phones.  If you're a phone person, do it.  Even 
some of the verbal things, Bible.is6 I believe, they put, I mean, it's like drama.  I mean, it's like 
watching a movie, it’s like listening, it's phenomenal.  It's got sounds and all sorts of stuff in 
the background.  Find one of those things, just let it come into your life because I think a lot of 
people think it's just sitting down doing this [picks up his Bible to read], especially for the 
dudes out here.  A lot of you guys, that's not happening.  A lot of you have long commutes, 
listening to it on your way to work.  So anyhow, just throwing that out and encouraging you 
along those lines. 

John: I have a story if it’s okay I would like to share. 

Lee: Oh, please, yeah.  We’ll wrap up with that. 

John: Because I think this would be a beautiful picture, I think, of where some of us are.  So I went to 
college down south in Georgia and it was a Christian college and so we would have like Bible 
studies in the hallway and the dorms.  And I remember one of my friends told his testimony.  
He said he was, you know, three years old his father left his mother and him, just abandoned 
them.  And so he grew up—and his mom was very affected by that emotionally and physically, 
just very affected—and so he grew up with his grandfather and his grandmother in their home 
and so his grandfather provided for them.  And the grandfather, God grabbed his heart during 
the war, and so his grandfather was very old but loved Jesus and just was a good, godly man.  
And his grandfather was diagnosed with brain cancer and so when he was about, I think it was 
like seven or something like that, his grandfather died.   

 And he said but before his grandfather died, his grandfather had had what we were just talking 
about, he had his lens on for that which is eternal.  So his grandfather left him some money, a 
home, but that wasn't enough for his grandfather because, again, his grandfather had had this 
eternal reality.  So his grandfather wrote him a letter for every birthday he would have from the 
time he passed to his 18th birthday.  And he said in every letter it wasn't about how to how to 
save for your retirement, it wasn't about how to have relationships, he says it was about his 
grandfather's relationship with God.  And he said every birthday it got to the point where he 
was just kind of like used to it.  And he said on his 18th birthday he came to know Jesus 
through the letters of his grandfather who had been gone for many years with the Father.   

 And so the beautiful picture, and why I love that story is his grandfather, he saw the 
relationships in his life in light of eternity.  It wasn't enough that he had provision and some 
protection available, and that's not bad, but what his grandfather treasured was that his 
grandson would know Jesus.  And that that drove him to say even after death, I want him to 
know this gift that I'm going into, that if he doesn't know, right?  So his grandfather in light of 
eternity said I don't want to leave this earth, this little tape section [i.e., the red tip of the rope in 
the Francis Chan demonstration] without knowing that my family loves the eternal reality that 
they're in.  And so I just think that is a picture of a life not saying well, I can't wait till Heaven.  
I look forward to Heaven, but I'm just gonna live it up.  It's no, no, no.  Everything around me 
is gonna point people to Jesus, even after death he said I can't have him not know of the hope.  
And so I just love that story in light of our conversation.   

Lee: That's beautiful.   

John: I thought it would be helpful. 

Lee: It’s very helpful.  And here's what I hope is that for you is that we've started a conversation.  I 
hope that we've started a thought process, something that you sort of toss around in your brain 

                                                 
6 URL:  http://www.bible.is  
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this week.  In fact, I hope that you're in a small group because I think when we’re in 
relationship with other people we can really—I know you [talking to John] have an amazing 
small group.  And I do mine actually online—crazy, right?—over a Zoom call.  So, I mean, it’s 
just neat.  I just hope that you're all in that kind of relationship and that you go into next year 
doing that because it's in those times that we can take this conversation and get it way, way, 
more personal.  So I appreciate you taking the time to just think through this on this last 
Sunday of 2018. 

 

 
I'm gonna ask the worship team to come back up here and while they're coming back up we're going to 
prepare to give our gifts back to the Lord.  And here's the thought I had in my mind:  When I was 
probably their age [he points to his right] I heard someone say, “You need to start putting money into 
like 401(k)’s” or whatever early on.  And they said to me, “If you're young and you start putting in 10% 
a year, you'll have plenty in retirement.  You'll never want for anything in retirement.”  And I thought, 
That's interesting because the Bible talks about a tithe which is 10% and giving it back to God.  And I 
thought, Isn't that crazy, like that principle that we think is so solid for here on earth?  Like, if we do 
what God says and give back our 10% here in this lifetime, it's almost like that all goes towards eternity 
and provides there in eternity.  So I love that concept and that picture, again, that eternal perspective of 
being able to send it on ahead and that something that we're doing right now has an eternal impact.   

So as you give think about the eternal impact it's making.  I was just thinking of you guys [gestures to 
his right] and just the difference that you being able to be a part of God's work here is making alive, so 
thank you for giving.  Thank you for being a part of that.  I know a lot of you give online, thank you.  
My wife told me to make sure I brought the check in today.  I truthfully forgot it and she's been home 
with that bug really bad and I told her not to come this morning, it looks like she hasn't, which is good.  
She didn't want to give it to you.  I didn't want her to give it to you.  She wanted to be here but since I 
forgot the check, we are open tomorrow.  So as you all think through where am I at, how do I want to 
send ahead, how do I just start doing that eternal thing—you know, you can do that online, you can 
come by the office and drop it off tomorrow, or like I said, put it in the buckets right now.  And at the 
end of the each row is a bucket, if you'll just take that bucket and pass it down.  I want to say a word of 
prayer before the team leads us. 

Lord Jesus, 

Thank You for refocusing our attention right now, and we put all of our attention on You.  And 
here's what we say right now, we're going to sing it to you, Lord:  Lord, I need you, oh, I need 
you, every hour I need You.  So as we step across the line into this New Year we grab on hard to 
You and we commit ourselves to you saying Lord, I need You. 

It's in Your Name we pray.  Amen.   
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