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I want to do something a little bit different today.  I have something I want to give you that I really 
believe you will use for the rest of your life.  And so you're gonna need to today to get really engaged 
with me and we'll just for a few moments—if you get this into your head this is 
going to be a game-changer in your own life but also as you connect with other 
people.  It's gonna really help you know how to talk to other people.  So on your 
chair this morning you received a card and it looks like this [PHOTO AT RIGHT], what 
I would love for you to do is grab this card.   

If you've brought your Bible along with you, you want to open up to the book of 
Romans.  I told you that for this year we're gonna get to know the book of Romans 
really, really well.  We're a church that just is all about The Book, about the Bible. 
(That's what the word “Bible” means; people ask me why I say that about The 
Book, about the Bible).  So we want you to know this Book in the next year.  A lot 
of people tell me all the time, “I'd love to share my faith with someone but I'm not – 
I feel uncomfortable and a little nervous about what happens if I started sharing it and I don't know what 
to say?” or “I don't know what verses to go to.”  And one of the things I know for certain is that when 
we use the Bible to talk to people and we're really conversant with the Bible, that God's Word has a way 
of getting where it needs to go.  The problem is oftentimes we're just not sure if we will know what 
verses to share.   

I want to share with you a set of six verses today that if you could become conversant with those verses, 
you can use them in most any kind of situation sharing your faith.  And what I've done in my Bible is I 
have underlined these verses, and you're going to see as I go through these verses – and they're there on 
your card, on the front of the card – that I have the verse listed there and then I have this caption.  And I 
write that caption down below the verse or in the margin of my Bible with a number and then I 
underlined the verse and I put that number right beside that verse and I basically walk them through all 
of these verses.   

Let me back up for just a second and say this.  I think oftentimes we think, “Man, I’d love to share my 
faith but I don't know how to get into it.”  It’s sort of this awkward moment.  How do you how do you 
get to that place?  So I want to share with you that I believe that we get tons and tons of opportunities 
constantly with just little one-liners that people say to us that cause us to have the opportunity to share, 
and what we're going to share today would be very easy to jump into based on someone saying this.  So 
someone may say to you, “I'm really worried about all the evil in the world.  It just feels like it's just 
coming in on me.”  You ever hear something like that?  This is an awesome moment to be able to jump 
into these verses and to be able to answer that.  I hear people say, “You know, uhm, now that we have 
kids I think we probably ought to get them into maybe church because we want them to grow up in a 
moral type of way.”  And at that moment you could say, “Oh, good, good,” or you could say, “You can 
come to my church.”  But you can also use what I'm about ready to share to actually lead them to Jesus.   

Now we think we bring them to church, every week we're gonna tell you about Jesus in here and we're 
gonna lead you to the cross, and we're gonna give the Gospel plan.  But what if they never come?  They 
didn't get the Gospel.  So what our hope is is that you'll be able to share it with them and you'll be able 
to talk about it in such a conversant way that they'll get it and that they'll get the Gospel message.  And 
people say to me all the time and I know they say it to you, “I just get so frustrated with all the suffering 
in the world,” so they start going down that kind of a theme.  Again, you can sort of just get hung up in 
that or get upset with that, or you can just use that as a jump off spot into these verses that I'm going to 
share.  I have people say to me all the time, “I believe that there's a God, I just am really allergic to 
religion.  I just don't like religion.”  And so that normally is a process that shuts down conversation, but 
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what I would say to you is what the verses that we're gonna share today, that becomes an awesome 
lead-in to the conversation of these verses that we're going to share.   

Some people say to me, “Hey, there's things going on in my life right now that have really rattled me.”  
And then oftentimes they'll jump into a thing like, “Yeah, well, if God {this}, then why is this all 
happening?”  And it really, really quickly – if you don't work on it – it runs into sort of a downward type 
of trajectory conversation.  People say to me all the time, “I'm not religious like you,” where it opens up 
a door to jump into.  People say to me, “I'm a bit disillusioned with ‘the church’ but I like God.”  And 
oftentimes that turns into this big conversation about church as opposed to using it as an opportunity to 
roll forward.  People say to me, “Everything just feels so dark in our world right now.”  And again, in 
those moments people end up going down a path talking about politics or talking about the latest tragedy 
that they just saw on the news.  But let me walk you through another possibility.   

So with any of these they can be the jump off point to say yeah, you know what, quite truthfully you're 
right when you say that, it is a dark world, or there is a lot of suffering, or yeah, some of the religious 
systems of this world are truly messed up, but I'm the type that a long time ago I decided to figure out 
what my source of truth is going to be.  And this is what I say to them, “And I just decided a long time 
ago that I was going to go with the Bible because it just, it's one of these books that has run the test of 
time and over and over it proves itself out to be true.  And things that it said have come true and I just, 
that's my go-to thing.  I don't know what yours is, but that's been my go-to thing.  I think everyone ought 
to have a go-to thing and that's my go-to thing.  And in the Bible” – and this is where I jump right into 
Romans, I tell them – “it answers the question who is good.  And there's this one verse in Romans 
chapter 3, verse 10, that says there's no one righteous, no, not one.”   

By the way, if you have your Bible right now, open up to Romans 
chapter 3, verse 10, underline those words, put a #1 beside that and 
put on there “Who is good?”   

Now, you see how I just jumped into that in a very conversational 
way?  The world's messed up, they're suffering, I want my kids to be 
good kids so I think we'll go to church—great moment just to say, 

“Hey, you know, here's something that I know.  When you find out what God thinks about this, there's 
no one good.  There's none righteous, not even one.”  And oftentimes you have a little conversation 
about that and they’re going, “Yep, everyone's messed up.  We live in a messed up world.”   

And then they'll normally say something like, “But I don't think, you know, like, I haven't been that 
bad,” or “We aren't that bad,” or “We're not as bad as those people.”  So then I say, “Well, you know, 
that's interesting you'd say that because, really, there's another verse that I just think is really, really 

important and it answers the question who has 
sinned.  And that verse says something like this:  For 
all have sinned and they've fallen short of the glory 
of God.  So we're all sinners.”  And so now you've 
just said there's no one that is good, now you're 
saying all have sinned, and I normally follow that up 
really, really fast with going, “By the way, you know 

that that's true.  You know where that came from.”  And most people, even in our post-Christian era that 
we live in today, have heard of Adam and Eve.  And so normally at that moment I'll say, “You know, 
Romans chapter 5, verse 12, says that when Adam and Eve chose to sin in the Garden of Eden they were 
separated from God.”  So you read those words, “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one 
man, death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.”  And Adam becomes this 
representative of all of humanity, and as a result of his choice that sin got passed to us.  And so I 
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normally have a really relaxed conversation about that and most people that I come across will say, 
“Yep, that's a result of Adam and that has been passed on to us,” and, “Yes, we live in a sinful world,” 

and “Yes, we live in a messed up world.”  
And I'll say, “But here's the problem with all 
of that sin and that death, and it's why you and 
I are even having this conversation right now.  
It's why you opened up our conversation by 
saying, I'm so tired of all the evil in the world. 
And that is this” – and I go to the fourth one:  
For the wages of sin, or the price of sin, is 

death.  So a lot of people when they talk about sin they think of the bad that's in that.  You know sin 
specifically means “missing the mark.”  God says this is how you are to be, this is My standard of 
perfection.  This is how God is and you and I – we miss it.  And when we miss that mark that’s sin, but 
it's way bigger than that.  So it's not just being bad, it's that sin makes you dead, which is a really 

horrible spot.  Death being separation – 
separation from God.  That's why we're nervous 
about what happens when I die.   

So there's another thing people oftentimes will 
say here, it’s like, “I do worry a little bit about 
the future.  I worry about what happens after this 
life,”  “I worry about where my mother is 

spending eternity,”  “I worry about my kids.”  And that's this knowledge that there's something beyond 
this life.  And so I tell them that that separation, that's a separation between us and God.  It's a separation 
that we have from each other and the things that we love in this life, and that's so frustrating and that 
death is the thing that we all hate so much.  And so I'll quickly tell them that the reality is is that's why 
you and I are bringing this conversation up is because we're frustrated with that separation. 

By the way, sometimes, depending on the person's attention span or what they're wanting to talk to, I get 
to this point a lot quicker than what it just took me to get to it.  You know, I'll just say something like, 
you know, they bring up their point and I’ll say, “Yeah, you know, I'm like going to what God says 
about this.  He says all are sinners, all have sinned.”  I also will tell them, “You know, it says there's 
none righteous.  There's no one that's right.  And, you know, that comes from Adam, and the Bible says 
that that separates us from God and that brings death.”  So, I, mean I can get there that fast.    

And I encourage you that if you have these verses in your mind, if you have these, just these three or 
four headings in your mind—who is good, who sinned, where’d sin come from, and God's price for 
sin—God's price for sin is death.  You want to get there really, really fast.  And then at the end of this 
verse it says, and I love this: but—so that's the bad news and that's why I like to get to this point pretty 
fast, the bad news is we’re dead, but—God's free gift was that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.  And so I'll jump to that.  And so that to me, that's a really key piece here in the price of sin is that, 
hey, you're separated from God, you're dead, but God has solved that.  And then I go straight to 

Romans 5:8 that says but God shows his love for us 
while we were yet sinners – while we were yet dead, 
while we were yet separated from God – Christ died 
for us.  And so I’ll tell them that to me that is the 
crux of where all of these questions lead to, and then 
I'll drive real quickly to this last passage, Romans 
10:9-10.  It says this:   
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“If you'll confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
has raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”  

~ ROMANS 10:9-10 

And really, this is the good news is you don't have to stay dead, you don't have to stay separated.  God 
solved this—He sent His Son.  He sent His Son to do what only God could do and that is bring 

forgiveness.  And God says that if you 
will believe in Him, you will be saved.  
And so that's the key.   

Now listen, what it says here – if you'll 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord – this becomes oftentimes the 
stumbling block.  Basically what this is 
saying is that you have to believe that 
Jesus is God.  Now a lot of people go, 

“Well, that's where I just can't get there.”  A lot of other religions will teach that Jesus was a good 
teacher, that Jesus did a lot of great things, or very few even deny that He existed, this type of thing, but 
the fact that He was God is a whole different story.  And so you have to bring them to that point where 
you go you have to believe that Jesus is God.  I mean, even the demons believe in Jesus but they are 
totally eternally separated from God.  And so we need to get beyond the fact that, yeah, we know He 
was a historical figure, that He was a historical character, but rather that He is God.  That He died for 
our sins and God raised him from the dead, and as a result of that we have the opportunity to respond to 
Him. 

In Romans 10, and I just want to turn there in my Bible real quick just to throw out a few things to you, 
at the very beginning of the chapter it says this: 

1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 

~ ROMANS 10:1 

My hope for you today is that the people that you're around, you're really concerned about their eternal 
life.  My hope is that you are troubled that your friends don't know Jesus; that you know that without 
Jesus they are lost eternally.  And the Apostle Paul at the beginning of this says my prayer is that they'll 
be saved.  Do you have anyone that you're praying for that they'll be saved?  Now I say that because I 
believe if you'll be praying for individuals by name, the day is going to come when all sudden they're 
going to say one of these key phrases:  “Oh, the world is so messed up,” “I'm worried about my kids.  
I'm worried about their morality,” or something where you can jump in and say, “Hey, listen, I get it.  
There's no one that's righteous, not even one.  All have sinned.  Sin came into this world through Adam 
and the result of sin is death.  But remember, the gift of God is Jesus Christ and you can put your trust in 
Jesus.”  BAM!  That fast you can take them there.  Are you praying for someone along that line that they 
will be saved?   

I really believe this ought to be the greatest passion of our heart.  I mean, you think about it, all the 
things we can live for this week, all the things we can do this week, they'll bring about short-term 
hopefully gains, hopefully you're doing something that matters.  We about that all the time having 
purpose in life and doing something that matters in life.  But really, when you think about it in terms of 
the world and eternity and everything, the whole big picture, there's nothing that matters more than the 
individual souls.  We say that people matter.  People matter to God, people ought to matter to us.  Their 
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eternity ought to just be heavy on our hearts and on our minds so that at the given moment when they 
say that magic phrase, we can jump right into it and tell them, “Hey, listen, there's no one that's 
righteous.  I get it.  Everyone has sinned.  You and I have sinned.  Right?  That sin brings about death 
and the price of death, the wages of sin, is death BUT the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  And you can put your trust in Him by confessing with your mouth.” 

This text here, when I read in verses 9 and 10, Romans 10:9-10, and I just think this is so important, it 
says:   

“If you'll confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord  

— Jesus is God — 

and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead,  

— that’s so huge.  I mean, what verifies that this is legit?  That the One who was perfect and that died 
on your behalf shows that He’s legit by coming out of the grave.  It makes no sense in depending on 
your eternal life with someone who has not gone to the grave and come back out to life.  And so this is 
huge here, God has raised him from the dead. 

you will be saved.   

— and it says this — 

For with the heart one believes and is justified,  

— so you know, justification, like, that’s what hopefully you do with our checkbook when you take off 
all the debits and credits and all this kind of stuff and you make sure that it’s all right.  When you 
believe in Jesus you are made right, you are justified with God.   

and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”  

— and then it says this — 
11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”  

I talk to people all the time that tell me I'm scared, I'm fearful, I have no hope, this world is so 
discouraging—you want to put your trust in Jesus.  Everyone who puts their trust in the Name of Jesus 
they will not be disappointed.  And then it says this, verse 13: 

13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

~ ROMANS 10:9-11 & 13 

One of the things that I found as I share this with people, we talk all the time, if we had started out this 
by having a conversation by saying, “How do you tell someone about your faith?” – and what might you 
have said?  One of the things that I would throw out to you is we can tell stories, we can make 
comments, we can talk about God all day long.  What I love about this series of verses, and by the way, 
we call it the Romans Road on your card, that's an old term, it's been used for many, many years, but 
when I share my faith I go through these verses.  Here's what I know:  The Word of God is powerful.  So 
when you're quoting the Word of God it's going to get – God's Spirit is helping you get that message 
across.  This isn't about you “selling” this or you trying to get it done, this is about God moving in a life 
and God is using you to share this eternal truth that is a game-changer that everyone needs to have. 

Now I want to go back to Romans 10:9-10.  Can we pull that slide back up one more time, 
Romans 10:9-10 [#6, SEE PAGE 4].  You notice there the phrase, “If you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord” – one of the things that I believe is a lie of our time, that I believe is right from the enemy 
himself, is this idea of there's two things we don't talk about and everyone sort of laid it down to us:  
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We're not allowed to talk about religion and politics.  And so we just repeat that over and over and so we 
don't talk about religion.  We don’t talk about it at work, we don't talk about it at school, and so basically 
you never talk about it.  If you go to church, you come here and you hear about but even then it's like we 
go out and get coffee and we talk about life afterwards, we're not talking about spiritual things.  I would 
just say to you that is so bogus.  That is so bogus.  If I told you today that since Christmas I've lost 50 
pounds (it's not true, I wish it was), if I told you since Christmas I lost 50 pounds, you'd be like, “How?”  
Like, “I want that, give me some of that.”   And if I lost it and didn't mention to you how or all this kind 
of stuff, you’re like, “Why wouldn't you tell me something good like that?”  It's crazy. 

Ever see on a website someone saying that?  On Facebook they say, “Lost 50 pounds since Christmas” 
and everything else down below, “How’d you do it?”  “How’d you do it?”  “How’d you do it?”  And 
then the person always responds, “PM me.”  You know what that means?  If for a thousand bucks and 
all sorts of baloney I can get you free, cheap food from someone, and they promise all this kind of stuff, 
and they run you through all these promises but they sort of hide it all.  So it’s “PM me” and we’re just 
gonna backdoor this thing for a while.  Man, I tell you what, I’d be shouting it out from a mountaintop 
how I got it done!   

If I said to you today, “I have a website where you can buy your cars for 50% off of what retail is, so 
just any brand-new car you just go on this website and buy it and always buy it for 50% off.  And it’s no 
gimmicks, you can just go do it.”  You'd be like, “Tell me, what's it–“ —you’d be like, “Give me that 
website!”  You couldn't stop thinking about it in here.  You'd be like capturing me at the door, “What's 
that website?”  You'd be just like grabbing me for that because you'd want that because you know that 
just doesn't happen, that doesn't exist out there.  But if you've got this good news, give it to me.   

What could be more important than the eternality of a soul?  When the Scripture is clear that He who has 
the Son—Jesus—has life—this is from John—he who does not 
have the Son does not have life and is condemned.1  You should 
go, “I don’t want that!  I don't want that for my mate.  I don't want 
that for my son or my daughter, for my mom, for my dad.  I don't 
want that for the people I'm working with.  I don't want that for 
my neighbors.  I gotta tell them the Good News.  I've got to tell 
them the truth.”  

So I'm watching for opportunities so that I can quickly run 
through these things [he holds up the card again]. Who is good?  
Who's good?  No one.  Who has sinned?  You see, you’ve got that 
word “all” – so you have to peek [he looks at the card].  Where’d 
sin come from?  You get this?  And then what's God's price for 
sin?  What's our way out?  [Audience:  “Jesus.”]   Exactly.  And 
we believe in our heart that Jesus and we confess with our mouth 
when we tell someone.   

That leads me to this last thing I want to take you to here right now, back side of this card, and we're 
going to conclude with this today because I just think this is ridiculously important.  God uses your story 
in your life to connect with other people.  Now oftentimes all we ever get to is our story so we just talk, 

                                                 
1 1 JOHN 5:12:  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 1 JOHN 2:23:   No one who denies the Son has the Father.  Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 
 JOHN 3:16-18:   “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God.” 
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talk, talk, talk, talk about ourselves because we're in love with ourselves and that's a problem in itself, 
but God uses your story.  And so one of the things I love to do and it has to be done quickly, what was 
your life like before you put your trust in Christ?  
Now what I'm going to ask you to do here in a 
second, that’s why you’re going to have to get 
involved, I would encourage you, take these 
verses, underline them in your Bible, write this 
phrase at the bottom of your page and put a #1 
beside it.  Put a #2 beside it, underline it, so you 
can just open up to Romans and just go through 
this with anyone because you'll probably lose 
this card pretty quickly.  But if you have it just marked in your Bible, anytime I give someone a Bible 
it's the first thing I do, I go in there and I underline these verses and I write these little phrases beside 
them because I want them to be able to see their way through that.  Now what I want you to do is I want 
you to tell me your story, so what I'd love to have you do is to write down on this card, right now, right 
now in the room, I'm not collecting these, by the way, so you don't have to be afraid of me.  I would love 
for you to write on this card what your life was like before you met Jesus.  Some of you may say it was 
hopeless, some of you may say it was confused, some of you may say you were desperately into trying 
everything to get recognition.  I mean, whatever it may be, just write this down.  What was your life like 
before Jesus? 

And then we want to answer the question:  How did I meet Jesus?  And by the way, again, this is not 
about me, this is about Jesus.  I realized I was a sinner.  I realized the result of that sin was death, 
separation from God, and I found out – from a pastor, I found out from a friend, I found out through my 
own time reading my Bible – that Jesus was God and I believed in Him, His death, burial, and 
resurrection, and put my trust in Him alone for my salvation.  That's what you'd put here in the middle.  
And then at the end it’s really important:  Since I met Jesus what's happened?  I no longer live in fear.  
I'm no longer trying to please other people.  I have started helping other people.  I've started serving.  I 
read my Bible everyday because it gives me encouragement for the day.  I've been able to pray to God 
because He's able to help me through the day.  What do you do?   

So here's what I want you to do, right now, I'm gonna ask the worship team to come up here and play 
that music that's in the background.  I would love for you to take this piece of paper, there's pens in front 
of you, I'd love for you to write this down.  This is your story of how God saved you.  Here's what you 
need to be able to do, you need to be able to say to someone when you're chatting with them, “Hey, I get 
where you're at.  There was a time when I just hated everyone.  I was mean.  I yelled at everyone.  I was 
like a big storm cloud and no one wanted to be near me.  And then someone told me that we're all 
sinners.”  Now you're into the Jesus part, how I met Jesus.  This doesn't have to be long because a lot of 
people aren't gonna listen at great length.  Some of us go on and on and on, so we just need a paragraph.  
And then, what's happened as a result of meeting Jesus?   

Would you take a moment and write this down?  Shake your head yes, please.  Please help me out.  I 
really want you to write this story down.  So if you would, write this down, there's a pen in front of you, 
there's a paper here, if you'd write that down.  Again, I'm not going to take this from you.  My hope is 
that you'll write this down because I think if you get it into your head what you would say, it gives you 
an opportunity when someone brings this up that you'll be able to share your faith.   

At the very bottom on this card, on the other side that says Romans Road, is the church website and right 
after it is a forward slash, it says Yes To Jesus.  If you just go to CF Downingtown dot-com it's on the 
front page [SEE FIGURES ON NEXT PAGE], you can just go down and it'll say Yes To Jesus, there's a form 
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there.  If you click on that form [button], it gives you a place where you can actually write this testimony 
there.  So if you want us to have it, you can go right on there.  If you're better with your thumbs than you 
are with a pen, you can go right onto the church website and you can submit a form under Yes To Jesus 
telling us how you put your trust in Jesus.  And here's why we might like you to do that—we love to 
hear those stories.  As your Pastor, I get excited when I hear how God has changed your life, what it was 
like before how God changed it, and how it's becoming now.  If you ever want to do that, I would love 
for you to do that, just go to our website https://www.cfdowningtown.com/yes-to-jesus or just go down 
on the front page you'll see it there, Yes To Jesus, and submit that form and just tell us how you put your 
trust in Jesus.   

 

Access from the Home Page 

https://www.cfdowningtown.com/yes-to-jesus 

Sample of online Yes To Jesus form 

– OR – 
From the Home Page 

menu bar, click on 
Next Steps 

 

 
 

…when the dropdown 
menu appears, select 

Yes to Jesus 
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But my bigger thing is that you have a tool; here are the verses, just know these in your head, have them 
underlined and marked in your Bible, and remember to tell the person your story, before I met Jesus, this 
is how I met Jesus, and since then this is how it's changed my life. 

I want to pause for a moment, just go ahead and write those things down. I think you're – I'm 
entertaining you.  I'll be quiet for a minute.   

[Music] 

I'm gonna say a word of prayer and give you the opportunity to pass the offering bucket. 

Lord God,  

For those in this room that You have saved miraculously through your Spirit, I just want to say 
thank you for saving us.  And I pray that we’ll never take that lightly, and I pray that we’ll tell 
everyone we get our hands on.   

For those in this room that are just getting it for the first time today, I pray that You would just 
allow that light to go on and that they wouldn't hold back, but they would just pray a prayer and 
just say, “Jesus, come into my life, forgive me of my sin.  I believe in You.  I want You to be in my 
life.  I want You to change me from the inside out like Pastor Lee was talking about.” 

Lord, I pray that anyone in this room that is hoping for someone to share this with that You 
would give them someone to share this with just this week, maybe even yet today; that they’ll find 
themselves in this conversation and just use this and try this while it's fresh in their mind.   

Lord, as we pass these buckets and give our gifts to You, I pray that You'll use these gifts to bring 
more people to You. 

We ask these things in Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

 
Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/311076364  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/xKHKuglfjJs  
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