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I'm fascinated by what is not seen; that there is something more going on than what we can physically 
see or touch right now.  And last week we defined one word – hope – based on being certain of what we 
cannot see, and for many of us that really lit us up.  We found ourselves really focusing in on something 
more, something greater that's beyond us.  Well, at the end of the passage last week I just briefly 
touched on a tiny little subject that all of us know is true.  In fact, it's at the end of Romans 8, verse 25, 
and it says this:  

25 But if we hope for what we do not see,  

— and then it said this — 

we wait for it with patience. 

~ ROMANS 8:25 

And I've had a number of you come up to me this week and say, “I get that and I understand that, but 
this wait thing has gotten hard; it's gotten long, it's become unbearable.”  And they explained to me, I get 
that not everything happens in this moment, at this exact second, I understand that I live a life of 
waiting, but my waiting has gotten hard.  And then someone mentioned to me—I love the feedback, I 
love that that when we talk in here like right now that it becomes an ongoing conversation around your 
table, in the car on the way home, little emails back and forth, texts between some of us who just 

connect that way—but the bottom line is that the comment was made and I saw 
this one little phrase that I'm like, “Whoa.”  They said, “I feel like I've been 
waitlisted.”   

And in the course of some of the conversations it was in their marriage, it was 
with a relationship, it had to do with fertility, had to do with finances, had to do 
with a health issue.  And in the midst of this idea of hope—and I want to go 
beyond the idea, this knowledge—because most of you said, “I'm there.  I'm 
there.  I have that hope, I know where I'm going, I know what's in the unseen.  
I'm all about that.  I'm struggling with this in-between.”   

You see, we know what God's done in the past.  There's things that we can point to and remember, “God 
did that in the past.”  We were fine last week with hope.  Here's what God's going to do in the future.  I 
know that I know that I know, I'm good with that, but I am waitlisted in the now.  For those of you who 
are waiting I would love to throw this out to you:  There are 
some risks in the midst of that waiting that I wanted to 
throw out, and maybe the best way to throw that out to you 
is to throw it out in in terms of an acrostic, which I normally 
don't do, but I just grabbed that word “risk” in an acrostic.   

And the risk in the waiting is that this is a fertile ground in 
this in-between time, between knowing what He's done in 
the past and the silence right now and this wait right now, 
what He's going to do in the future, there's hope for that.  
But this fertile ground for—because of this wait—for 
depression, for discouragement, for stress, for anxiety, and for really saying, “I just, I'm not sure if I can 
stay in the game.”  For just being in this mode of survival and who wants to live at that level?  So we 
just threw out a number of things, you'll see them right up there on the screen, 4 Dangers in the Waiting 

4 Dangers in the Waiting Period 
RISK 

Refuse to obey 
Impulsive choices 
Seize matters 
Keep the past front-and-center 
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Period (RISK):  Refusing to obey, impulsive choices, seizing matters, and keeping the past front and 
center.  I just want to go through these really, really fast. 

The first one as a danger in a waiting period is that we would refuse to obey 
because we're so captured by this thing that we're having to wait for; this issue 
in our life that has put us in this waiting time that we stop obeying what we 

know for certain.  We want to know something about what we're waiting for, but in this time we refuse 
to obey what we know for certain in this Book [holds up his Bible] that God has given us.  So just, here's 
just a couple quick reminders:  Sin is still sin.  Don't give up on living a holy life in the midst this time.  
Keep doing what you know is right and there are some things that you can know, know, know, know for 
sure that this is God's Word.  This is God talking to you.  Just immerse yourself in it and know, know, 
know, know this – I keep on repeating words here today – pray constantly, seek God's face, build 
relationships, serve and give—do all the things that you know that you're supposed to do because one of 
the risks is that we'll stop obeying because we've been put on hold in the rest of our lives so we put all 
this stuff on hold as well. 

I want to remind us two weeks ago we talked about the promises of God.  A promise found in Hebrews 
Chapter 13, verse 5, that all of us need to be reminded of this morning.  It says this, God says I want to 
promise you I will never leave you or forsake you. 

5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has 
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

~ HEBREWS 13:5 

Grow and trust in Jesus in this time. 

By the way, these kinds of times can push us to impulsive choices.  We 
have to really watch out for the risk in the waiting period where we make 
impulsive choices.  Where all of a sudden in the midst of life being full of 

choices and, by the way, I love that about life.  I think it's one of the great things about living in the time 
that we live in and the age of which we live in, there's just a million choices and I love choices.  I find 
when there are a lack of choices that's really, really difficult for me.  But in the midst of the many, many 
choices, I am reminded that those choices come with consequences and we need to make biblical 
choices.  And just keep on reminding us, it just goes back to that first one, we've got to be careful that 
we don't make impulsive choices when we know what God has already said.   

Oftentimes we're looking for an answer that is not written in this Book and so 
we're rolling down that kind of a path.  So let me let me throw it at you this 
way, it's the third thing that's a risk, and that is that we would seize matters, 

that we would take matters into our own hands and try to fix it on our own.  We talked about this a 
couple weeks ago—Abraham and Sarah—God says you're going to have a child, that child is going to 
be a blessing and it's going to be who I work through in the days ahead.  And they're looking at it going, 
you know, we’re really, really old, but okay, God, we believe You.  But when what they think is God's 
timing, that makes sense in their own mind is getting long and long and longer and longer, what do they 
do?  They take matters into their own hands.  They’re like, “Well, hey, we can do this sort of legal thing 
where we can have a child through Sarah's servant,” and we go down that path.  And that worked out 
horrifically.  We're still dealing with the results of that so many years later, even today.   
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Here's what we need to hear:  When we take matters into our own hands and conjure up a method of 
how God is going to work it out and we jump in there and try to help God with that—it never works out 
well.  Let me go at it from just a tiny, little different angle:  Oftentimes as we're thinking through our 
situation, what we're waiting through, the struggle that we're having in our lives, something pops into 
our mind, God could do it this way or God's going to do it in this way and we begin to repeat that as 
“God told me.”  And you've heard this oftentimes, and if someone says to you, “God told me that He's 
going to” this, or “God spoke to me in this way,” very oftentimes that thing that we repeat can become 
something that becomes a problem later on because it wasn't what God told us.  It was just bad pizza that 
night, it was an overactive imagination, it was just wishful thinking in our own heads.   

We've now blamed it on God, we've told everyone that God told me—and by the way, no one's ever 
gonna argue with that because who's gonna say, “God didn't tell you that”?  And who's gonna argue with 
what you think God told them?  And all of a sudden it leads you down a very dark path.  Here's what we 
know for certain God has told you, everything that's in here [Bible]—we don't need to be making up 
stuff in our head—so when He says He'll never leave you or forsake you, grab onto that promise.  Do 
you remember the promises app a couple weeks ago?  We grab onto all the promises in the Scripture and 
we can say over and over, “God told me that.”  We can read the Scripture and say, “God told me that,” 
and we can hang onto that He will never leave me, He will never forsake me and I'm hanging on to that.  
The risk is that we seize matters, we try to take things in our own hands.   

Final thing, oh, and imagine there's more but the final thing 
that I wanted to throw out to you is one of the risks is when 
we keep the past front-and-center.  And here's what I hear all 

the time as I'm chatting with many of you is I'm wondering if this is happening because of what I did 
five years ago, or, What I did three years ago” or “Maybe it was my decisions, Maybe it was my sin, or 
Maybe it's my fault and now God's mad at me, God's punishing me, God's trying to get—you know, and 
we look back and we live in the past in a really negative way.   

And I want to just say to you this morning be very careful about that kind of thinking.  There's a lot of us 
in this room because I talk to people all the time and this is one of the key things that comes under this, 
just – we're locked down because of what happened in the past.  There's no freedom, there's no 
recognition of grace, there's no recognition that God can forgive, and we're not able to move forward as 
a result of that.  And I believe that Satan is busy blaming you when Jesus hung and died on the cross and 
said my sin is there to forgive you and to cover your sins. 

There's an awesome story in the Old Testament God, a guy by name of Moses, and in the course of 
Moses’ life he does some things that I'm sure he looks back on and says, 
“Wow.”  You know, he kills an Egyptian because he's trying to protect 
God's people and where do you go with that?  And it puts him into this 
difficult situation where he ends up in the wilderness for 40 years in place 
called Midian where other difficult things happen, and he hangs out there 
in that wilderness for 40 years.  I can only imagine him thinking back to it, 
When I stepped into that role, when I even did what I thought was right in 
that moment and it places me into this 40 years in the wilderness – is this 
the right thing?  And he sits there for 40 years. 

And if I told you right now, “Whatever it is that you're dealing with you're still going to be dealing with 
39 years from now,” you'd be like, “Stop!  Don't talk to me like that!  I'm sorry I came to church today.”  
And that's sort of how we ended last week, just wait patiently, and the question mark is:  Can I do that?  

Moses in Midian 
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At the end of that 40 years remember what happens?  Moses sees God in the burning bush and God 
gives him instructions as to what He has for him to do, to be the salvation for His people.  God has this 
huge plan but it wasn't on his time table and it was a very lonely time, it was a long time, and it was a 
waiting period, but God had every plan to use this man.  

I want to jump to something really positive.  If you go to the Old Testament of your Bible and if you 
want to write notes down, 1st Samuel 17:37: 

37 And David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the 
paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, 
“Go, and the Lord be with you!” 

~ 1 SAMUEL 17:37 

You may remember the story of David and Goliath, probably 
heard that story in Sunday school, and you have this guy by the 
name of Goliath who’s a giant and he's threatening God's people 
Israel and whenever he comes out he's taunting the people, and 
there is this fear of Goliath.  And then you get this little shepherd 
boy who comes out and he says, “I will take him on.”  And I mean 
the anger that comes back out as a result of that from those around 
it's like, “You don't belong here.  Get out of here!”  And some of 
you have been in the midst of that kind of anger.   

We look back on David now, we remember that experience in an 
extremely positive way, but in that moment there were people 
coming up actively against him in hearing what needs to be done.  And in the middle of all of that David 
comes forward and he says this, he says, “Listen, God has delivered me,” when he talks about killing 
bears and lions in the past, and he says, “God delivered me from the paw of the bear, God can do the 
exact same thing,” he says, “from this Philistine,” from Goliath.  And he believes that that God who did 
something in the past is the same God that will do His work today in the now. 

You know what I was thinking about; so this young man by 
the name of David, this little guy by the name of David, I 
mean, all this experienced army and all these people with all 
this strategy at this point put into a place of fear, pushed 
back to a place of not knowing what to do or where to go, 
and this young guy steps up and says, “Let me go for it.”  
And I remember when I was young and there all sorts of 
people around, “You can't do that.  You can't do that.”  “That 
won't work, we've tried that before.”  “No, that was done 20 
years ago and that didn't work, you can't do that.”  And I 
remember when I was young stepping into it, you know, 
“No, God could do this.  God wants this done.”  You know, 

God tells us what His will is in this Book, God wants this done, I'm gonna step into this.  And when I 
was young I bold and stepped into those things and I was just like, “It's okay.  I know what God wants, 
we're gonna go there.”   

Well, there came a point in my life where I found that safety was a lot more important and I stepped 
back because I was a little bit afraid of that and everyone that was saying no and you can't do that, you 

David, delivered from the paw of the lion  
and from the paw of the bear 

1 Samuel 17:45 
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sort of listened to them because you don't want to take the risks.  And when I read this I am reminded 
and just in the last year or so I've said, “No, I'm not playing that game.  I'm stepping out.”  I remember 
those days when God was moving greatly because we stepped out there in that boldness.  And what 
David says here is God took care of me in the past, God will take care of me today, God will protect me 
today, and God will do his work today.  I would just say one of the risks is to keep the past front and 
center in a negative way.  I would say we need to turn that upside down and start looking towards the 
future.  I wrote these words down:  The past is a reference point to the future, but it must not be the 
death knell to the present.  Allow the past to be a reference point to the future, what God can do, but 
don't let it be a death knell to the present.  And some of us are in that spot right now. 

So you’re waitlisted – you need to go to prayer.  I was listening to an evangelist recently, maybe you've 
heard of him, his name is Luis Palau, and I heard him talk about something that I've heard said a lot of 
different ways in the past, but I love the way he put it and I thought I'd share it with you this morning.  
He said there are five ways in which God answers prayer, let me just read these off to you.   

 

He said the first way is that when God answers prayer He says, 
“Yes, I thought you'd never ask.”  I loved it when he said that 
because I think sometimes we just think, Oh, God would never do 
that, or God doesn't want that.  I think we ought to ask; we ought 
to be bold. 

 

Two, “No, I love you too much to —.”  Oftentimes when I come 
to God I tell Him, “Here's how I'd love for You to work this out,” 
“Here's what I think You should do,” or “Here's how I think this 
ought to go.”  And what God, being the God of all creation 
knowing all does, as He looks down He looks at me and He says, 
“Lee, that'd be the worst thing in the world for you, you don't want 
that.”  I think I do, I'm sure I do.  God says, “I love you too much 
to. 

 Here's another answer, “Yes, but not yet.”  That's that waitlisted 
thing, and we understand that when dealing with our kids, we're 
gonna give them that candy bar but it's not right now, now’s not 
the right time.  We know we just—there's another time, “Yes, but 
not yet.”   

 

I like this one and you'll like this one, “Yes – oh, and there's 
more.”  You haven’t asked for enough, I have more for you.  I 
have more blessings out there for you. 

 I like this one.  “Yes” – to your question or your request – “but 
very differently than what you thought.”  I hear that and I go, 
“Wow.  I need to be reminded of that.”  

 

 

1 
Yes, I thought you’d never ask. 

2 
No, I love you too much to ——. 

3 
Yes, but not yet. 

4 
Yes –oh, and there’s more. 

5 
Yes, but very differently 
than what you thought. 



HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? 

DOT DOT DOT | Week 7 | 8.11.2019 
 

 

 

 – 6 – 

Let me read to you from Romans Chapter 8, verse 26, if you have your Bibles you really ought to look 
at this.  We've been taking little sections of Scripture in the first twelve chapters of Romans and just 
coming back and hitting some of these with a greater emphasis, and then starting after school starts 
we're going to be jumping right back into the book of Romans and going through the book starting in 
Chapter 12 and finishing it out as we've been going through it ever since the new year.  Chapter 8 of 
Romans, verse 26: 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  

— just let that settle for a moment, the Spirit of God Almighty who, for those of you have put your faith 
and trust in Jesus, resides in you, the Spirit of God inside you helps you with your weaknesses — 

For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words.  27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.  

~ ROMANS 8:26-28 

So I want to take a moment and come back to those of 
you who are waitlisted and I would like to suggest things 
that we can do while we're waiting based on these words.  
So we just are going right straight through the passage.  
He says hey, you have hope, you're in the waiting time, 
you're waiting patiently, what can we do while we're 
waiting?  The first one and you'll see the list of them pop 
up here; the first one is God first, rest patiently, 
intentional purpose, and thank the Holy Spirit for His 
work.   

When we say about God—God first—here's what I want you to see.  In verse 28 it says 
“And we know that all those who love God” —I think sometimes in the waiting place 
we've been sort of trained that these are times to get upset with God and be frustrated 

with God that things don't work right.  I've noticed something, when my cat is the hungriest it is the 
most loving.  [Laughter]  I think, How nice, it's sitting on my lap and it's rubbing me and nuzzling me, 
and I barely move and the cat's down on the floor over by her dish.  I'm like, “Oh.”   

I remember when my kids were little when they would just come running over to me and leap up on the 
couch and leap on my lap and just snuggle up against me.  The absolute most wonderful moments – 
unlike my cat.  Those moments were moments of I just love you, Daddy, and I just want to be close to 
you because I know when I'm in your arms everything's okay.  And I would love for us as a church to 
remember I love God not because He's gonna fill my bowl.  I'm not here trying to play Him to get what I 
want.  I love Him.  I know He's God, I know He's got me in His arms, He cares for me.  Earlier in this 
chapter we read that we come to Him and we say, “Abba!  Father!”1 – Daddy, I love you. 

                                                 
1 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 

“Abba! Father!”  ~ ROMANS 8:15 

Things to do in the Waiting Period 
GRIT 

God first 
Rest patiently 
Intentional purpose 
Thank the Holy Spirit for His role 
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The second one, and I don't know that it's much different, rest patiently.  We 
stop and we say, “God, I trust You.”  And here's the bigger picture of that and I 
think it's what my kids felt when they were 

in my lap, here's daddy, he's big—to them I controlled everything in 
their world and I did.  God controls everything.  He's in charge.  He 
knows everything.  And there's something about sitting down and 
allowing Him to do His thing and say, “God, I'm here.”  It goes 
back to the thing that he says after the hope, you're looking forward 
to something you can't see, you can't see it right now.  If you could 
see it right now, he said in those verses it wouldn't be hope.  Now 
wait patiently, wait for it.  And we step back and we call him God 
and we accept Him as God.  

The third thing, intentional purpose, and I pull this from verse 28, He 
works all things together for the good for those He has called according 
to His purpose.  I was talking to the leader of a very large university out 

in Arizona some time ago and he told me something interesting.  He said the secret sauce of this 
university is plastered across the homepage of their website.  He says it's all found in one slogan, one 
phrase, and it says this:  “find your purpose.”  I Googled that or put in that website just this week and 
sure enough right on their homepage – it says:   

 

And I thought this was fascinating, I noticed something, a little TM at the top of it – trademarked.  They 
trademarked that phrase, FIND YOUR PURPOSE.  That's how important they saw it and it's how valuable 
they’ve found that when they say to a student, “Come here because you're going to find your purpose,” 
that they found a phrase that we as humanity are longing for, that we want.  I want to have a purpose in 
life.  But as I was thinking about that this week I thought, Wait a minute, I don't need their trademarked 
statement. I've got a better statement here.  It says this [v. 28]:  “for those who are called according” – 
not my purpose – “his purpose.”  Whoa, that’s very different.   

Even as I prayed about that I’m thinking, I know what my purposes are.  The Bible says every intention 
of the heart is evil and wicked.2  I know where I naturally go and the things that I want to do and my 
motivations for why I do those things.  That's why we mentioned earlier just keep on going back to this 
Book because if you go to your own purposes and your own motivations of your heart, you're going to 

go all the wrong ways.  But when we become a people during the 
waiting period that are intentional about purpose—His purpose—we 
again go back to this and going, “God, what do You want?  What do 
You want for my life?  What are You asking me to do?  What are You 
asking me to do in this waiting period?”   

I think if I could just get through this waiting period then I could — and 
we list all these things off.  And God says, “Wait a minute, I have a 
purpose for you.  My purpose is right now, I have made that clear.”  [He 
holds up the Bible]  And I would just say this, that in the waiting period 
sometimes I think we have to just shut down because everything's quiet, 

                                                 
2 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually.  ~ GENESIS 6:5  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?  ~ JEREMIAH 17:9 
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because nothing's happening, and nothing's being fixed.  I'm just gonna tell you it's not quiet.  You've 
got a pretty thick Book with everything that God wants you to know, and in the resting patiently you can 
step back and go, “Wait a minute, I need to find out what His purpose is.”  Oftentimes I believe we've 
gotten into a moment because of our education, because of our reading, because of what we've listened 
to, because of what other people are telling us, is that we have been trying to drive towards our 
purposes, and He says I want you to find My purpose. 

But this last thing to do during the waiting is the 
thing that lights me up and I want you to hear it.  I 
just want to review it one more time, verse 26: 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 

~ ROMANS 8:26 

I'm going to stop and say this:  We need to thank God for His Spirit that is going to intercede on our 
behalf when we don't know how to pray.  I am so ridiculously thankful for those who pray fervently on 
my behalf, and I'm blown away by how many people do that.  I know I am sustained by those who are 
praying for me.  And if that is you, if I find myself on your prayer list, I am a blessed man because of 
that and I thank you, thank you, thank you for that.  But something that I love way more than those who 
are praying for me is that the God of the universe who resides in me, whose Spirit is within me, is 
praying on my behalf right now for things that I don't even know how to pray.  Have you ever been in 
that mode where you start to pray and you go, “I don't know how to pray”?  I mean, I'm not saying you 
don't know physically how to pray.  You try some different things that you've heard in a class or you've 
been trained on, but we're talking here like all of a sudden there is something in your life.  I got an email 
from one of you this week heard we were doing this Something Only God Can Do thing this week and 
he just said to me, “I know what my thing is.”  Well, when you have that thing that is so big that you just 
wish God would resolve, what do you say?  God, fix this!  God, help me!  When you say that 20 times, 
now what do you say?  You say it 200 times, now what do you say?   

Now I have a tendency to try to give Him ideas on how to fix it, and then I 
go, “That's dumb.” So now what do I say?  If I can't tell Him how to fix it—
that’s not how I deal with people, I'm an options type of guy so I like to list 
out 400 options on anything—so I tend to do the same thing I do with you 
with God is, “God, here's the options or whatever, and here would be my 
preferences to fix it.”  And then I go,  “You’re God, You're bigger than me, 
You're all-powerful, You love me, You know more than me, so just do it.”  
Uhhhhh!  And people around me say, “Pastor, you need to keep on praying!  
You need to keep on seeking God.”  But I don't know what to say.  And I 
read here that the Spirit of God is doing it for me.  Thank you, Jesus!  God 
is praying on my behalf.   

It's why I'm confident that the moment you put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ, God's Spirit comes 
into your life.  This doesn't happen if God's Spirit doesn't come into your life at the time of salvation.  
And it’s why I know God's Spirit doesn't leave your life because he says God's Spirit is there doing this 
on your behalf with groanings too deep for words.  This isn't you uttering some sort of weirdness out of 
your mouth, that's not what it's saying, God's Spirit is doing it on your behalf.  Don't try to muster this up 

Options! 
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and create this coming out of your mouth so that you can somehow imitate what you heard or saw one 
time.  Know that the Spirit of God is praying on your behalf.  I love that. 

And here's what I love is God's Spirit is doing what only God can do.  And these 
verses say this.  It says that God's Spirit knows the will of God perfectly, so God 
who resides inside of every believer in Jesus Christ, knows what God's will is so I 
don't need to give that list any longer.  That list isn't helpful.  The Spirit of God is 
praying for the will of God.  He's praying the absolute right thing.  He knows the 
deepest longings of our heart because He resides within us.   

And then the final thing is, I love this, God’s Spirit, the Spirit of God, God Himself, who lives within us, 
has all the resources of all of the creation at His disposal to accomplish whatever at your fingertips.  
Who else can do that for you?  I want something only God can do for me.  So many of us go back to the 
Abraham/Sarah thing, “I'll fix this for God, I'll do it.”  “Here's – I'm picking Option #36 so I'm just 
gonna run with this, I'm gonna go with that,” and we wonder why we don't get great results from that.  
But the Spirit of God says wait a minute, if the sky's the limit, are you willing to ask?  And I've gotten 
more and more bold in my asking.   

I think some of us we're pretty “vanilla” in our prayers—pray for safety, pray for help, pray for a nice 
day, thanks for this food, Amen.  Help us.  And we just go back right through that cycle again.  When all 
of a sudden we go, “Wait a minute, I'm talking to the God of creation who has all the resources at His 
fingertips and I can ask for anything and I can keep going.”  Now we understand there's some answers 
that He might give and it may not be the answer that we were hoping for, but we can go to Him because 
He is the one making it happen. 

Had a weird situation here a while go.  I tell people all the time that if you give me your company logo 
wear or whatever that is, polo shirt or something, I'll wear it.  I'll advertise for you for free.  And so this 
one guy goes, “Oh, I run the company store,” he goes, “come down some day, I'm gonna hook you up.”  
I go, “Can I bring my daughter?”  He says, “Yeah.”  I bring my daughter.  So I take my daughter down 
there and he goes [waves hand across the room].  It was a pretty big room, there's all this cool stuff, and 

it was sort of cool because there were things I normally 
wouldn't buy.  It was like, you know, sporting wear like 
you wear in the gym that, like, it was really cool, that 
would be expensive anywhere else.  And he's like, “Pick 
anything you want.”  So we walk around for a while and I 
pick one thing and she picks one thing.  And I go, “We'd 
like this.”  And he goes, “That’s it?”  Like, well, yeah, what 
am I gonna do, pick this, this, this, this and here's a pile.  
That feels weird.  He goes, “No, no, get all that you want.”  
So she and I went and grabbed a second thing sort of 

looking at each other and we each laid it down, “Take this.”  “Is that all?”  Like, whoa whoa whoa, I’m 
not going to be rude here, you know?  I mean, I don’t want to go grab one of everything.  He goes, “I 
don't care.  Grab whatever you like, grab whatever you like.”   

Hey, listen, listen God of the universe is calling on us giving us the opportunity to come before Him and 
bring everything before Him bring ALL of our needs, ALL of our wants all of our desires, ALL of those 
difficult things—He is God, He is powerful, He's able to handle it, and He wants to work on our behalf.  
And here's what I'm gonna do is He calls us as a church, to a people that are seeking God for something 
only He can do.   
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By the way, what is that?  I believe that anything worth having here in this world are things that God is 
making happen, that God is putting together.  I think sometimes we’ve gotten into this mindset that that's 
sort of beneath God.  I mean, once in a while I find myself when I'm praying it’s like “God, I don't even 
know if I ought to be talking about this.”  He wants you to come to Him.  He wants to have a 
relationship just like you and I want our kids to come to us and talk to us about anything and everything.  
He wants us to come to Him because He wants us to line up with His will.  He wants us to come under 
Him.  He wants to have a relationship with us and when we have a relationship with Him, we're getting 
things His way and He's blessing us in that kind of way.  And so we have this little phrase that we use 
around here: SOMETHING ONLY GOD CAN DO.   

By the way, one of the things that something only God can do is save us 
from our sins.  If you have never put your faith and trust in Jesus alone 
for your   salvation, that's the first thing, that's where this all begins.  
[INAUDIBLE 0:11:38.2]  because you want the Spirit of God in your life like 
we were talking about a moment ago.  It is a game-changer, nothing will 
ever be the same again because  on that cross when Jesus died and He 
shed his blood, He did so to forgive you of your sins.  And there when 
He shed his blood on the cross over 2,000 years ago, He satisfied God's 

wrath for our sins.  And His grace is poured out onto us and He gives us forgiveness of our sins.  And 
you can have that by just believing in Jesus, by just praying in your heart right where you're at today, 
just saying, “Jesus, come into my life, forgive me of my sins, I want your Spirit to live in my life.”  And 
it's in that moment we can come before God for every last detail of our lives.  And I'd like to encourage 
you to begin to pray for something only God can do. 

The next 15 weeks we're just going to keep on bringing this up here at the church and we're gonna begin 
to talk about it, and so we've prepared for that.  We did this quite a few years ago and oftentimes at the 
end of that 15 weeks and what happened at that time, things that people in this room started praying for 
they saw God move in powerful ways.  And at the end of 15 weeks, and we'll be doing it on 
November 24, we get to share stories of what God's doing.  Because we just started praying for 
something only God can do, but it all starts here today with us saying I want to start seeking God for 
something only God can do. 

 And so today we're going to give you an opportunity to take one of 
these black rubber bands to put around your wrist to remind you 
every day and every time you look at it to pray for that thing that you 
know only God can do.  Here's what I've noticed, there are some of 
those things that a long time ago I decided I guess it's never going to happen and I stopped praying for it.  
I became discouraged and I stopped praying for it.  And when I read that phrase – SOMETHING ONLY 

GOD CAN DO – I am reminded that we have a powerful God who loves us so much that He cares about 
every one of the needs that we’re concerned about.  And so I would like to invite you today on your way 
out to get one of these bands, to put it on your arm, and to begin to pray for something only God can do.   

By the way, just a little warning.  We live in a world where we have a tendency to worship everything 
but God and it is very easy for this little piece of black rubber made in China we can find ourselves 
somehow seeing there's some sort of magical power in this.  And so we get into this mode where we rub 
it,  we touch it, we twirl it, we kiss it, we hang it somewhere, and we see things in it, and we believe—
guys, it’s a piece of junk rubber.  That's all it is.  [Laughter]  I promise you that there will be nothing 
powerful in this.  What this is is a physical reminder of the power of the Cross, of the love of God for 
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you, and how God, the God who worked in the past when He helped you kill that lion and that bear, will 
help you in the days ahead in the future, do the thing that He's calling you to do in a bold way.  That 
He's going to get you through this waitlist time, that He's going to take you that new place, and you 
begin to pray for that.  Grab one of these bands.   

By the way, you'll see people throughout town now with these bands on, they're your brothers and sisters 
in this room, we love each other, we care for each other—connect with them, introduce yourself to them.  
Say, “Hey, I see you have the band on.  I'm —” and introduce yourself.  Maybe you're even in a 
situation and you begin talking about the prayer for something only God can do and all of a sudden you 
can begin to pray for them because one of the things the Scripture talks about is bearing with one 
another, caring for one another's needs, that was the passage that I read from Romans 15 a little bit ago, 
where we care about others more than ourselves.  Sometimes that is the best thing to get over this wait 
period where we're just so stuck in on me and my problems and my needs to start caring for your needs.  
And so I’d just love for you to use this as an opportunity to get to know the body of Christ in this place 
and pray for them. 

I also want you to know that our pastors pray for you every day.  We have a daily email list where we 
send out the prayers of our people every day.  We have a monthly prayer meeting that you're all invited 
to that takes place on – actually this Thursday, it'll be up in the loft on Thursday night – we would love 
to invite you to that.  We have a board in the Prayer Chapel back here, it's a blackboard where you can 
write your prayer requests on it.  We want this to be a priority here.  We want to help bear your burdens.  
We want to carry this for you.  Can you imagine if hundreds if not thousands of people were praying 
over those prayer requests?  And by the way, knowing for certain, knowing for certain without a shadow 
of a doubt, that God's Spirit—way more powerful than all of us—is praying on your behalf.   

Let me show you just another thing.  We've been mentioning the app, the Church Center app [holds up 
his cell phone].  We would love if you would jump onto that Church Center 
app, and if you're one that downloads apps, this would be a great app to 
download.  When you download Church Center 
wherever you download apps, just type in the 
word “Church Center.”   It will ask you the name 
of your church, that would be Calvary Fellowship 
in Downingtown.  Just put that in there and it'll 
take you through a couple steps, you'll have to 
verify it, you know, all the stuff we always have 
to go through, and then you will be able to jump 
in on our app.  So I'm just going to press that here 
so you can see a little bit of how that all works 
and see if my screen, there we are, now I'm up, 
uh, maybe, and you can just press that on the app.  
At the bottom corner of the app—oh, it's asking 
for face ID now.  All right, see if we can get that 
[his cell phone screen is projected to the 

overhead screen for everyone to see, FIGURE 1], and at the bottom corner of 
the app there's a thing called Events.   

When you press Events, right down here in the bottom corner, that will take 
you to an Events page and on there you’ll see Something Only God Can Do | Week 1 [see FIGURE 2], 

  FIGURE 2 – Events page 

  FIGURE 1 – CF app 
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that's where we're at right now, August 11-17.  If you click on that it will 
take you to that event and it'll give you an opportunity down here [circled in 
red, see FIGURE 3] to go to register, and when you register on there it’s gonna 
actually give you a location. 

I've actually done it already so you'll see it here 
[FIGURE 4], you register your name – and see how 
my picture’s in there? [circled in yellow]  You 
can put your picture in there.  And down at the 
bottom here [see FIGURE 5] you'll see questions 
and it’ll say Something Only God Can Do Prayer 
Request and I would just love for you to put your 
prayer requests right into there and when that day 
comes that it gets answered, if you'll tell us that 
would be awesome.  But each week we'll have 
Something Only God Can Do | Week 2 | 
Week 3 | Week 4 | Week 5. 

Now if you're a type that says, “Yeah, I don't do 
apps,” and you're not in downloading that, you 

can go to our website and on our website you can see the exact same thing.  
And it's just way cool all the stuff you can do on our website.  In fact, if you 
go to Groups on our website you can see all of our groups; you can get this 
also on the app.  And as we're coming to the end of the year, all of them are 
highly categorized there.  One of the groups that you'll see here is Prayer 
Groups, let’s see if I can find it [he scrolls down on the app], it's right down 
here.  I'll click on Prayer Groups, and there under the Prayer Groups you'll 
see all the things that are going on—the CF Prayer Connect, you can sign up 
for the Daily Prayer Email, College Moms in Prayer, Monthly Prayer 
Gathering, that’s just the third Thursday at 7 p.m. this week up here in The 
Loft.  If you're like into weaving – any of you guys into weaving?  Men?  
Ladies!  Any of you into weaving?  You can come pray together as you 
weave.  Also, Sunday Morning Prayer, we have people praying back in the 
Chapel while we pray.   

You can do all of those things [on the app], but on our website, if you go to 
our website, let’s see if I can get back to the main page, um, which I think I 
just messed up so, um, I've been practicing this all week but you wouldn't 
know it looking at this.  Um, oh, here we are back to the beginning.  Let's go 
to Calvary.  So if we get to Calvary Downingtown [waiting for page to come 
up], it's fast, too[said sarcastically].  [Laughter]  [Looks over to the tech 
team] You need me to hold it up higher?  Somewhere in here?   

Right as you come to it it's 
going to give you an 
opportunity to press Prayer 
Request right there at the top, 
see it right there?  So if you 

https://www.cfdowningtown.com 

  FIGURE 3  
Scroll down to register 

  FIGURE 5 - Submit  
Scroll to the bottom 

  FIGURE 4   
Lee’s registration page 
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just go to our website whether it's on your little device or on your computer, you can press Prayer 
Request and it gives me a place to put my name, my email address, “Please pray for…” and the question 
Yes, No or Other whether you want to place it on the daily prayer connect email and press Submit.  It's 
really super easy.  We would love for you to be praying.  We would love to be praying for you. 

Bottom line is:  Know the thing that you're praying for, let us know if you're willing to – we'll pray for 
it, you have a place on there every week to put it on there.  You also have a place on there to write the 
answers to God's prayers on there.  You can write it on the board in the back.   

And I would like to open up one more thing before we close this morning.  A number of years ago we 
did this and we've had a lot of people asking for this.  In James Chapter 5 it says3 is any of you among 
us sick, and it says if you are call on the elders and have them anoint you with oil.  And there's nothing 
magic about the oil, again, it's like this [black wristband] but one of the things we’ve talked about since I 
began talking here this morning is that we want to be a people that are biblical.  And so we want to give 
you an opportunity to call on the elders if you're sick – I mean, don't call on them for something else – to 
call on the elders.  And so I've asked if our elders right now would come up here to the side and as we 
close with this final song, if you would like to come and be anointed with oil for healing, they will walk 
you through that process.  And if there's a long line here, we can wait, we can just keep on doing it 
in-between services, but they’re on either side of the front here and they'll be waiting for you up here.   

We're gonna sing this last song and I'm gonna ask you when you leave grab a SOMETHING ONLY GOD 

CAN DO tag, download the Church Center app, write a prayer request in.  If you wish you can write it 
on the back of one of the cards in there and give it to us on the way out.  But let's be a church that’s 
praying for something only God can do.  As John leads us in this last song, why don't you stand up, let's 
stand together, and let me say it word of prayer. 

Lord God, 

I pray for each person in this room that says, “Yes, I need You to do something,” and I 
ask You for that right now and pray that in power that You would come upon them and 
that this would be an amazing moment.  Lord, we each know what our thing is, and Lord, 
I pray that we'd bear each other's burdens, and I pray that Your Spirit would pray on our 
behalf.  I pray that something amazing would happen.   

I pray for each person who's sick in this room today and they just need your power and they 
want to call upon the elders.  I pray that this would be an amazing moment that they'll look back 
on and just say, “Wow, God, You did it.” 

It's in Your Name we pray.  Amen. 
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3 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.  Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the 

elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.  ~ JAMES 5:13-14 
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