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Christmas.  One word, break it in half you have two words:  Christ, mass.   A mass, a gathering of 
people.  Christ, mass, a gathering of people focused in on Christ, and that's what you're here for tonight.  
I want to tell you the story and I'm gonna tell it to you mostly from the book of Luke in the Bible, and 
I'm just gonna tell it to you so you don't have to open up your Bible tonight.  But I want you to know this 
that in the back of our room on the tables, on the round tables back there are Bibles.  If you don't have a 
Bible or you don't know where it's at or you haven't looked at one for a while, take one on the way out.  
It's our gift to you.   

In the New Testament of the Bible, sort on the right-hand side, you'll see different books—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke—that's where I'm gonna be today, and chapter 2.  It started out this way:  A little town 
called Nazareth, a town that didn't have a very good reputation.  This tiny little town up in the 
mountains, maybe 50 to 100 people lived there, hard-working people, and there was a girl there by the 
name of Mary.  Probably a teenager, probably somewhere between the ages of 13 and 15, and this is 
where things get crazy.  In a town where nothing ever happens other than the routine and ordinary, an 
angel shows up to Mary.  The word “angel” simply means “a messenger” so you have a messenger from 
God showing up to Mary.  I talk to people all the time that say they saw an angel.  Any time you see an 
angel in the Bible you immediately read that the person who saw that angel was fearful.  Mary was 
fearful; you can imagine.  And that angel speaks to Mary and tells her something that blew her mind.  
The angel said to Mary, “You are going to conceive; you are going to bear a Son, His Name will be 
Jesus and He is going to save His people from their sins, and His Kingdom’s gonna last forever.  There's 
going to be no end to it.”  

Mary has a follow-up question.  I'm gonna say I have lots of questions.  She had one:  How?  She had 
never been with a man.  She was espoused to be married to Joseph, but she knew the facts.  And the 
angel looked back at her and said, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and you will conceive and you 
will give birth to this son.” 

Well, next thing she has to tell Joseph.  In those times an arranged marriage, she was espoused to be 
married to him, she tells him, “I saw an angel.  I'm going to have a child.”  Right.  And so Joseph puts 
together what any ordinary person would put together in their mind and he decides that I will just quietly 
put her away.1  And then he, too, sees an angel and upon having seen that angel realizes what's going on 
here, that this is a child given from God.   

It's nine months later, those nine months moved along quickly, and 
the book of Luke in chapter 2 says, “In those days a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus.”  And I think that's really important for you to 
hear tonight because Caesar Augustus is a well-known name in 
history.  This isn't some fairy tale that is told from generation to 
generation to children growing up to interest them and we just 
continue to repeat it; this is a real story that took place in real time in a 
real place in history and it's further nailed down when you begin to 
get names that we're familiar with.   

Caesar Augustus was the adopted son of Julius Caesar.  Julius Caesar had no one to pass on his kingdom 
to and so he adopts Caesar Augustus.  Caesar Augustus takes over the Roman Empire eventually and it 
was under his leadership that it grew and there was even a period of time that came into existence during 
that time called Pax Romana, which was a time of peace where the Roman Empire was basically at 
peace.  It was growing like crazy and what rulers do when that happens is they have to pull everyone 
together to somehow get a census to figure out who is in the kingdom and how many there are.  And so 

                                                 
1 See Matthew 1:18-25 

LUKE 2:1-3 
1 In those days a decree went 
out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be 
registered.  2 This was the first 
registration when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. 3 And 
all went to be registered, each 
to his own town.  
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we're told here that they were told that the whole world needed to be registered and they had to go back 
to the town of their fathers.   

For Joseph that was Bethlehem, the city of King David, 
because he was of the line and heritage of King David.  
That would be like me being told there's a census coming 
up and you need to go to the home of your fathers to be 
registered.  I would personally probably have to go to the 
Lancaster area.  I've never lived there.  Worse yet, my kids 
would have to go there.  They were born in Arizona.  
That's what this is like.  They live in Nazareth; Nazareth is 
their home.  They would have to leave their home and 
make this 100+ mile journey on foot to Bethlehem.  We 
figure that's probably on foot.  If you do the mapping stuff 
now you sort of get to be about a 34-hour hike.  Mary at 
this point is very pregnant and 34 hours of walking has 
brought it to a point that it is time to give birth.   

And as they arrive in Bethlehem this normally quiet town is very busy 
because of this registration, because of this census, and they don't have 
the means to handle tourists let alone out-of-town guests.  People have 
guest rooms that they in that day would have called an inn, but all of 
those have all been given out by this point; the text tells us there was no 
room in the inn.  This was a poor couple, we would find that out later on 
in the book of Luke when they bring their sacrifice and they can't even 
afford the normal sacrifice.  They're a very poor couple.  They wouldn't 
be looking for a hotel if there was such a thing.  And one family who 
didn't have room in the inn, the guestroom that was provided there 
probably because someone already had filled it who had come into town 
for the same reason, offered to them their manger.   

Some would say that was a cave where the animals were; it could have 
been.  Some would say that it was some portion of the house where they 
actually in the wintertime brought the animals in to help them keep warm 
and maybe even safer, and there would have been a manger, a feeding 
trough there.  And the text here tells us that it was that night that this 

child is born.  It says this:  “And while they were, there the time came for her to give birth.  And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in the manger, because 
there was no room in the inn.”   

The Bible tells us that that little baby was God.  That God left Heaven, Jesus left Heaven and came here 
to earth so as to connect with us because we had been separated from God, but He would come in such a 
way, in such a humble way as to even be placed into a manger.   

Now not far away from that manger that night as Jesus is born and being placed into that feeding trough 
we're told there were shepherds.  They’re just out in the field doing what they do night after night, 
keeping watch over their flocks, and suddenly there was an angel of the LORD that appeared to them and 
it says that all of a sudden the glory of the LORD, God, just shone all around them.  And it says they 
were—what happens when angels show up?—afraid.  Only a couple times in the Bible does mankind 
have a momentary glimpse into the glory of God.  The Bible says that God exists in indescribable light, 
inexpressible light; it is so bright that it would blind you.  That night, somehow for a moment, because 

LUKE 2:4-7 
4 And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because 
he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5 to be 
registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with 
child. 6 And while they were 
there, the time came for 
her to give birth. 7 And she 
gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid 
him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them 
in the inn. 

Source:  http://www.kidsbiblemaps.com/bethlehem.html 
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something magnificent had taken place that God had left Heaven and 
come to earth, the glory of God shone all around these shepherds out 
there in the fields.  It must have been an absolutely amazing experience.  
And the angel says to them, “Today in the city of David a savior has 
been born, and that Savior is Christ the Lord.”  This is the most 
important announcement to ever be made.  A Savior, one who would 
save us from our sins.  Up until this point all the way since the very time 
that mankind fell in the Garden of Eden and sinned against God, that all 
of a sudden this perfect relationship that mankind had with God was 
broken, and there was this ongoing desire—Let me be close to you 
again, God—but we would continue to sin.  And God said, “I will send 
you a Savior to rescue you, to redeem you, to bring you back to myself.”  
And now an angel in the midst of this, and I think it is too common to 
say light show, glory of God exploding in onto the face of the earth for 
just a moment announces that a savior has been born and He is Christ 
the Lord. 

And the angel says to these shepherds, “Listen, this is going to be a sign 
to you:  You’re going to find a babe, he’s going to be wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger and you’re to go find him, 
you’re to go visit him now.”  And the text tells that all of a sudden there 
was a multitude of heavenly hosts, literally those words mean an army, a 
huge army of angels singing and praising God.  It had to be an 
absolutely unbelievable experience in that moment.  As part of that in 
this Christmas, Christ gathering, that we want to capture, that we long 
for, that probably you even came here for tonight, to step a little bit 
beyond the mundane of just everyday life and the stuff that just 
continues on and on to somehow have this captivating, lifting 
experience that Jesus, God, has come to this earth, and it causes us to 
just want to sing and shout out our praise to God.  And when that 
happened the shepherds left and they went and they found this one, 
Jesus.  And after they had been with Jesus it tells us this:  They went out 
and they made known what they had seen and what they had heard.  
They told everyone of what they had experienced; that Jesus, the Savior 
of the world, had been born. 

You see behind me the words “Home for the Holidays.”  When my kids 
were young I had fun whenever that song came on to the radio, “I'll Be 
Home for Christmas . . . if only in my dreams.”  I'd act like I was getting 
all choked up and I could work them into tears by messing with them 
over that song, I'll be home for Christmas if only in my dreams.  It's 
interesting how so many of us when we sing that song we connect with 
that song, we want to be home for Christmas.  But isn't that odd that so many people want to be home 
for Christmas?  Because I’ve talked to a lot of people who have very few nice things to say about their 
home.  They tell how things aren't right there or how things weren't right when they were younger, and 

they talk about the pain there, they talk about the words that were spoken 
there, and it wasn't what it was supposed to be.  And I've even talked to some 
people who worry about this year because the family is coming home but it 
always seems to end up in some sort of unfortunate moment or some sort of 

LUKE 2:8-17 
8 And in the same region 
there were shepherds out in 
the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 
9 And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. 
10 And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all 
the people. 11 For unto you 
is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this 
will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God 
and saying, 
 
14 “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom he 
is pleased!”  
15 When the angels went 
away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16 
And they went with haste 
and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying 
in a manger. 17 And when 
they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had 
been told them concerning 
this child. 
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disappointment.  It’s why the 26th of this month is the hardest day of the year.  So why is it that so many 
people would long to be home for Christmas?  I believe that it is a picture that God has used of a family 
that we enjoy here on this earth, of wholeness that He has made us to be part of that helps us understand 
our eternal home and makes us long for that; that place where everything is right, where everything is 
fixed, where everything is finished.  And somehow we want it right here and right now and we try and 
we strive to get it.  This is the closest we can figure out and find to being home. 

Here's the deal:  We were made for relationship, we were made for closeness, we were made for 
belonging, we were made for acceptance.  And here's what I want to say is we live in a world of broken 
relationship.  That broken relationship began all the way back at the very beginning in the Garden of 
Eden when mankind sinned, so as long as we're sinners, as long as we fall short of perfection, there is 
going to be broken relationship.  But here's the message that I want you to hear today:  That angel 
proclaimed, and I have to read it here: 

10 And the angel said to them,  

— this was those shepherds — 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a savior who is Christ the Lord.” 

~ LUKE 2:10 

It was in that moment the angel says good news and that is the good news that brings us here tonight to 
celebrate that Jesus has been born, because what Jesus came here to do was to make right what had been 
wrong; came here with one purpose in mind and that was to ultimately go to a cross to die to take the 
punishment that was due for all of us for our sins so that He could offer us salvation.  In fact, the name 
“Jesus” that the angel announced to Mary means—and the angel said this—He will save His people 
from their sins.  And that's why we come to this place tonight. 

There's some people who have been very, very unhappy and rightfully so that Christ-mass has not been 
that; that there has not been a focus in on Jesus Christ.  And what ends up happening is people change it 
and they try to change the word to be holiday.  For many of us we become frustrated when we hear the 
word holiday instead of the word Christmas, Christ, because they have removed Christ from Christmas.  
But what they don't know is if you take apart the word holiday, you'll see this different from now on, 
just look at the first part of that word:  holy day.  The word holy means “separate.”  You see, God is 
holy.  He is separate from sin, and when He invades the world He makes this a holy day because in that 
moment those shepherds see Him, they see the Savior of the world and they have good news of great joy 
which is for all people and they are sent out to tell everyone they can find about that good news.  You 
can be holy, you can be righteous, you can be set apart from sin and the mess that this world is in and 
that is because Jesus, God Himself, born of a virgin so as not to have taken on any of that sin unto 
Himself, enters into the world to provide redemption for us; to allow us to know that the things that 
aren't right here, that will disappoint us here, that He came to make them right.   

Here's what I want to offer to you to this Christmas, is the greatest gift I can offer you, the great gift is 
that of the good news of Jesus Christ.  That's why Paul would say thanks be to God for His indescribable 
gift!2  I offer to you Jesus and here, it's this simple:  That you realize that, yeah, I’m a sinner, things are 
messed up.  That's why things aren't the way they feel like they should be at home or with the family or 
in my life, but I am going to believe what that angel said to the shepherds that day, that He'll come to 
save His people from their sins.  And I say to Jesus right now, “I believe in You and I want to put my 
faith and trust in You.”   

                                                 
2  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!  ~ 2 CORINTHIANS 9:15 (NASB) 
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I would say this to you today, it is as simple as you committing your life to following Him right now and 
say, “Jesus, come into my life and forgive me of my sins.”  That's what He came here to this earth for 
and that's the greatest gift of Christmas.  I would love to give you the opportunity to make that decision 
right now.  There could be not a higher thing that you could have done with your day or your week or 
your life than to come here and make that decision this evening. 

If you wish, in the chair in front of you is a little card like this that says, “Say 
YES to Jesus.”  It's got some information on there, some explanation of this, I'd 
love for you just take that card, keep it, would love for you to tell me if you 
want to make that decision today, I'll help you through it.  This is the gift.  This 
is why we give gifts.  You know that verse that says, “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only Son that whoever would believe on him would not 
perish but would have everlasting life.”3  Would you like to have that life right 
now?  Would you like to have Jesus in your life?  Have you met Jesus for the 
first time right now and you're like, “I get it.”  If so, I'd love for you to just bow 
your head with me and just in your heart say, “Jesus, I do believe that You're God and that You came 
from Heaven.  Please, please, please forgive me of my sin and come into my life and change me.  I want 
to have right relationship.  I want to have that right relationship with You so I can have it with others.  I 
want that acceptance from God that can only come through You, Jesus.”  Just ask Him to just come into 
your life, whatever your words are, say come into my life Jesus, I believe in You.  I know You came to 
this earth for me.  

So Jesus, 

I pray for each person that's praying that prayer right now that You would light up their life in a 
way that these candles we’re going to light here in a moment could only begin to signify and 
picture.  That people even as they're walking out of here would say, “Something changed, 
something's different,” because their lives will never be the same again.  And I pray that they'll 
take that light out of here and they'll share it with someone else just like those shepherds did. 

Thank You for being born, Jesus.  Thank You for coming to this world, doing this crazy, amazing 
thing so that we could have life. 

It's in the Name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/hJd_vrW51iQ  
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3 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  

~ JOHN 3:16 




