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[Intro by Pastor Lee Wiggins] 

Men, we work really hard around here to make this a church 
that you love, and to do that we work hard to bring you things 
that are really going to help you in your life.  No Regrets 
Men's Conference is going to be happening here in February, 
Feb. 2, which is Super Bowl weekend but not Super Bowl 
day.  [Laughter]  We're smart.  Saturday, all day, $25 
includes breakfast and lunch, and here's the deal, awesome 
speakers.  We're joining a national livestream conference 
with the finest speakers that speak to men all the time and 

content subjects that are hitting each of us guys.  I would love to see you jump in and be a part of it.  Go 
to CF Downingtown dot.com forward slash men [Link] and sign up as soon as possible.  It's going to be 
a phenomenal day, excited to have you be part of that. 

I'm thrilled as I walked in here today to see Christmas in the house.  Isn't it 
beautiful in here today?  [Applause] Cherise and her team of so many of you 
volunteers have made this place just gorgeous.  We have a full and awesome 
Christmas season prepared for you, and just a little taste of that today with 
the choir up here.  Did you enjoy them or what?  [Applause] They have been 
working for months getting ready for this month and that's just fun, so we 
love having them up there.  Christmas Eve and Christmas Eve eve are 
coming up quickly.  Christmas Eve eve is on a Sunday this year, so we're 
gonna be having two services at our normal time, 9:30 and 11:00, and then 
two services on Christmas Eve, the actual night of Christmas Eve.   

And what we're going to do this year, there’s gonna be Christmas music at all of 
those services but one of our pastors, a different pastor each service, so if you, like, 
want tons and tons of Christmas this year, tons of Christmas music and hear 
different messages, you can come to as many of those services as you want.  It's 
gonna be an amazing Christmas.  Here's the deal; family loves coming to 
Christmas Eve services, it's the one service – they might not ever go to another 
church – but they'll come.  And here's the one promise that we'll make to you is 
that Jesus will be presented and they will hear the Gospel of Jesus.  It may be the 
best opportunity for them to hear that this year, so make sure you dial them in. 

Listen, I want to introduce today's speaker to you, and um, he doesn't need introduction.  Our very own 
Pastor Lawley is who I'm going to introduce to you but I wanted to just say a few things about him.  
Pastor Lawley is a father of all girls [Laughter] and his wife is smiling and clapping, and they’re crazy 
wild about children so they just signed up to be foster parents.  So 
you’re gonna be bringing in—you're gonna need to get like one of 
those big vans, you know, and just haul them all in.  And one of the 
things I love, he's married to Ashley, this girl does a little bit of 
everything.  Teaches, home schools on top of it, teaches 
professionally and home schools, does all sorts of stuff here at the 
church constantly.  You know, Pastor Lawley, walk up on the stage 
and show them your lovely wife, bring her up here, introduce her to 
everyone, bring her up here.  [Applause]  And you'll always get to 
meet our wives, and say hi to Ashley.   

Pastor John & Ashley Lawley 

http://www.cfdowningtown.com/men
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This girl is awesome and here's how I know it—because he's always telling me.  I'm like, “You know, 
we need someone that can do this.”  He goes, “Aw, man, the only one I can think of is my wife.  She 
would be the best in the world at that, in fact.”  So this girl is amazing.  Tell her you love her, show her 
you love her, all right?  [Applause and hollering]  All right.  When you see her around go up and 
introduce yourself, [says to Ashley] you can sit down now.  This guy here, you know how amazing she 
is?  She let him go hunting last week or was that this week?  Feels like last week—it was this week?  So 
you prepared the sermon sitting watch in the woods and you said you didn't see a deer all day.  [Pastor 
John:  Not really.]  All I have to do is go out on the porch of my house and I see plenty of them.  [Pastor 
John:  Yeah, that’s how it works.]  [Laughter]  But I walked out in the parking lot just the other day and 
he was getting into his truck and it had mud on the tires, all right?  He was hunting.  He's got the beard 
and I guess because you didn't get anything you get you can't take it off, is that the deal?  [Pastor 
Lawley:  Yes.  Grow it out until.]  [Pastor Lee laughs] 

So anyhow, this is – Pastor John is awesome and here's the deal, outside of all his amazingness at home 
and family and wife and killing or not killing things, that's good, yeah, you just – it was just for the sport 
of it, not killing anything, yes.  Muddy tires, man's man, flannel shirt, beard, sporting that nicely, he is 
an amazing pastor here at Calvary.  I know many of you know him, many of you work with him because 
you know here at Calvary kids and students matter a lot to us.  We just put all of our focus on it.  You all 
are gonna be fine, but our kids they need all the help we can do to get behind them, support them, and 
lift them up, and he spends his whole life thinking about that and seriously, they do a phenomenal job at 
that.   

So he told me just last week he was meeting with all these what we call super volunteers who are just 
sitting there weighing in on to how we can teach our children better and how we can bring them the 
content better.  And I just go that is awesome and, by the way, if you're ever interested in jumping into 
that, touch base with him or his wife.  I'm sure she's a super volunteer, too, she’ll jump in and help you.  
But, and I don't say that because we need just people to fill slots, I don't ever want to be that kind of 
church.  I want people that are just passionate about seeing children and youth raised up well and that's 
what he is, so we're just excited about what's going on and he's got his fingers in a little bit of everything 
around here.  We couldn't do what we do around here without this couple, so would you welcome him.  
He's got an amazing sermon to wrap up our BROKE series, Pastor John.  [Applause] 

[Pastor John Lawley] 

All right.  How many of you don't like me now that I hunt?  I don't hunt, really, I hug them [Laughter] 
and I sing to them, [he chuckles] that's not true, but everything else I'm about to say is true, but that is 
not true.  Good morning.  [Audience:  Good morning.] 

So I did this in first service, hello to the balcony, hello strangers, I know you guys sneak in and go out 
real quick but we love ya, no, just kidding.  Good morning livestream, I know we’ve got a lot of people 
streaming live.  So we're gonna be all over the place this morning.  We're wrapping up our BROKE 
series, week 3, we've been looking at King David, we've been looking at kind of the idea of brokenness, 
whether it's physical brokenness, spiritual brokenness, financial brokenness, and we've been really 
examining Scriptures seeing what God has to say about those subjects.   

And so let me ask a question, I can see most of you this morning, how many of you in this past year, 
since we're wrapping up the year, how many of you experienced some level of brokenness, whether it 
was relationships, financial, whether it's spiritual, just experienced brokenness, loved ones, [surveys 
audience response] yes, that's pretty common.  All of us have brokenness that just kind of lives in our 
world, and I often think about when you talk about brokenness how, you know, there's this modern 
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movement and I wouldn't call it Christianity but within certain churches where they would push this idea 
that hey, if you follow Jesus you won't experience brokenness.  In fact, you'll get a raise and you'll get a 
bigger house and everything and you'll never get sick.  And so I question that idea because I read the 
Bible and I see brokenness.  I see Paul, I see the early apostles, I see martyrs, I see Jesus, and I think no, 
no, brokenness is part of the journey.  And I want to talk about brokenness but I also want to examine 
some of the whys.  Why do we experience brokenness?  And here's one:  Why does God allow 
brokenness?  And so here's the question I want to ask:  What does God want me to know in my 
brokenness?  I'm gonna do that by talking about a problem.  I'm gonna talk about a story and talk about a 
prize.  And so let me lift us up in prayer and then we'll get after it. 

Father, 

We love You and we thank You that in the midst of celebrating the season of your birth we can 
meditate on your truth freely.  But also, Lord, I recognize that if I just speak and your Spirit isn't 
here it will not fall on healthy ears, it won't bring about conviction, it won't stir our affections for 
You, so I pray that your Spirit would lead this message.  That you would use it to change 
families, change lives, and bring about the peace and joy that's only found in You. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.  

So the problem.  One of the spiritual giants of my faith is an author named A. W. Tozer.  And so I'm a 
big reader, I love to read, I specifically love to read people that I consider to be wise so I don't go online 
and I don't Google often because I don't think you find a lot of wisdom.  I love books, I love old books, 
and I specifically love books about theology and faith and how to walk with the Lord.  And so 
A. W. Tozer is one of my giants and I'm read I'm reading this book right now and it's called The 
Knowledge of the Holy where he looks at God's character and nature.  And he says this on page 48 and it 
rocked me and it's gonna be really the pillar of what I'm gonna teach on this morning.  He says: 

 

Here is what A. W. Tozer is saying for those who are like, “Okay, I gotta read that again.”  Here's what 
he’s saying and it's really, really, really powerful.  He says the problem in your life (for some of us) is 
you are on your own throne.  And he says this, he says we are born on the throne of our lives.  What 

does that mean?  It means everything about your life is about you, it's about 
how these things can worship you, meaning you dictate your actions, your 
behaviors, and you measure whether you're doing good based on how these 
things in your life are working.  How is my job, and is it working out the way 
I want?  My relationship with my family, my siblings, my—how are these 
things and you measure that based on your own lordship.  And he says the 
first thing in your life that will challenge that, because we're all born into 
that, is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Gospel says get off your throne.  You 
make a horrible god and you're not meant to worship you.  That's what Tozer 

Sin has many manifestations but its essence is one.  A moral being, created to worship 
before the throne of God, sits on the throne of his own selfhood and from that 
elevated position declares, “I AM.”  That is sin in its concentrated essence; yet 
because it is natural it appears to be good.  It is only when in the gospel the soul is 
brought before the face of the Most Holy One without the protective shield of 
ignorance that the frightful moral incongruity is brought home to the conscience. 

– A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy 

Source: ubdavid.org 



12.02.2018 | BROKE | Week 3 
 

 

 

 – 4 – 

is saying.  He's saying that the best thing the Gospel does is reveal that the problem in our lives is we are 
sitting on a stolen throne, and the Gospel challenges your lordship. 

By the way, that's the reason people reject the Gospel of Jesus Christ is they do not want to step off their 
throne.  They're in charge.  It's about their happiness, their plan, their future, their desires, and so 
lordship is not interesting to them, so they run towards man-made ideas to try to push away and suppress 
the Gospel.  But Tozer says this, you are never meant to worship you and the Gospel is the first thing 
that offers you a hope that maybe you can step off the throne of your life and let the Lord take His place.  
So maybe the problem is that you're sitting on a stolen throne.   

So here's what I want to do.  I want to talk about this because I think it connects the brokenness very 
well but I hope that what I just said to you, what Tozer brought out convicts you, because I step on my 
throne daily.  That's why I need to be reminded through prayer, through the Word, through 
accountability, that I am not meant to live for me, so I hope that brings conviction.  I hope that you look 
in your life and you think, Okay, if I look at the brokenness in my life, if I examine my life where things 
are not going the way I planned, are those things for God or are they for me?  Because if I trust in Jesus 
it's no longer about my kingdom, it's about His.   

And so here's what happens when you step on a stolen throne.  The first thing all throughout Scripture it 
teaches us is that unmet expectations dictate your life.  Here's what it says in Job chapter 41, verse 9: 

Behold, the hope of a man is false; he is laid low even at the sight of him. 

~ JOB 41:9 

Job, a man who lost everything, all of his earthly possessions he lost, in the book of Job, most of them, 
and his friends are pressuring him that something must have happened to cause that.  And he looks at the 
things of men, he looks at the things that people spend most of their time trying to achieve, and he says 
even for people they recognize the foolishness of those things.  Here's what he's saying that's so 
powerful; he says when you are on the throne of your life you create these paths and you say, “When I 
get this job…” “When I have this type of family…” “When I have this type of relationship…” “When I 
achieve these things…” then I will have happiness, then I will have joy.  And your life is dictated by the 
expectations of those things only to find—church, look at me—that when you get those things they do 
not meet what you thought they would and they were less than what you thought, and they don't bring 
the joy that you thought, and they don’t bring the happiness that you thought.  So the rest of your life 
you live in this life where you think, Is this what marriage is really about?  Is this what this job really is 
about?  Is this what my family is supposed to be about?  And you had these expectations and then you 
have unmet realities, and oftentimes because we're on the throne of our lives we get angry because it 
must have been the people's fault, my family, my wife, my spouse, my boss, because I can't point to me, 
I'm in charge.  So unmet expectations is a result of stolen throne. 

I'll just give you an example of where you're like, “No, I don't have unmet 
expectations.”  How did Thanksgiving go?  [Laughter]  How did Thanksgiving go?  
Honestly.  Did you have in your mind, listen, this is the deal, did you have in your 

mind a certain expectation of how the family would 
be?  You have the nice table, right?  The turkey, 
everything's not burnt, in your mind, right?  Your 
families have these great conversations with 
smiles?  Your kids are like well-behaved?  And 
then reality is what?  Reality is not that.  It’s 
broken relationships, unmet expectations, the Source: Getty Images
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things you think would happen.  So what happens is the kingdom that you're trying to create fails, and 
what happens is you probably get frustrated, probably get angry, probably blame somebody else.  Can't 
blame yourself, you're the lord.  

We see this all throughout Scriptures.  Men want to take the throne of their own lives and what will 
happen is brokenness.  Why?  Because you're not meant to worship you.  So the first thing that happens 
when you step into the throne of your life and you reject the LORD and His Lordship over your life it's 
about you.  When it becomes about you, you begin to damage the things in your life.  That's why 
brokenness exists in your marriage, that's why brokenness exists with the relationships in your life, 
because you won't blame you—you won't own your part, it's their fault—you're on the throne.   

And so what happens when you step on the throne is unmet expectations and hopelessness.  This is 
powerful and this is true.  I don't care what you think about church, this is true.  This is true for you if 
you're honest.  And I learned a long time ago I don't talk about Christianity in this, like, lukewarm way 
because just like we heard this morning God will spit that out,1 so what I try to do is I try to say okay, let 
me talk to the person that you don't show anybody but exists; like the person maybe when you're by 
yourself and how you think when you're by yourself.  I want to talk to that person, by the way, because I 
was that person without the hope of Jesus.  And so here's another thing what happens is hopelessness 
happens when you're on the throne.  Here's why. 

In Ecclesiastes chapter 1, King Solomon, who's David's son, he inherited all the blessings of his father 
plus he was wealthy and he's good-looking and he was powerful.  He wrote this in Ecclesiastes 
chapter 1, verse 2:  

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities!  All is vanity. 

~ ECCLESIASTES 1:2 

Here's the context.  In the book of Ecclesiastes King Solomon has everything, he is literally a king.  It's 
easy to be a king when you're the king.  He's on the throne that man put him on and he does this, this is 
really helpful for us, foolish for him, he says I'm chasing the world.  So I'm gonna chase after the things 
that most of us in this room often chased after.  He says I'm gonna chase after those things to find out if 
there's satisfaction in those things.  So he has bigger parties that you've never been to, better parties.  He 
has more women than you would ever have.  He has built bigger buildings than you will ever build.  He 
chases after the stuff of this world.  If you are a person who says I reject the Gospel, it's about me and 
my kingdom, he has a bigger kingdom than you will ever have.  And he steps back and he says vanity.  
He says it’s meaninglessness.  It’s hopelessness.  I start these things, they were fun for a season, and 
now they're not fun but I'm stuck because I have nothing left but these things.  These are what my life 
was about, chasing after those things. 

Practical example is how many of you have something that you dreamed of having and you have it now 
but it doesn't meet the dream?  This is Solomon's life.  Vanity, vanity.  So one of the dangers of being on 
the throne of your life is that you spend your whole life chasing something that you don't actually really 
need to give you joy and peace.  You can certainly use for the glory of God, but if you're trying to find 
purpose in those things you'll be disappointed and you'll probably have the conclusion that he had which 
is vanity.  And here's the thing, the truth about our culture is this and I tell you this all the time, the worst 
thing that could happen to you who reject God's Lordship, the worst thing that can happen to you is you 
get what you think you need because the Bible says if you gain the world and you lose your soul you're 

                                                 
1 [Jesus speaking] “I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.  Would that you were either cold or hot!  So, because you are 

lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.”  ~ REVELATION 3:15-16 
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gonna know that it was not worth it.2  Like, what happens when you get that house and you get that car 
but you still don't have that joy and that peace?  Where do you go?  What happens when you break that 
relationship because you're like, “That's the problem.  That's why I'm broken.”  And you go to a 
different relationship only to find that it still is there.  That's a dark place.  Why?  Because if we're lord 
of our lives it makes us have to look at ourselves and we don't want to do that.  So what happens when 
you're on the throne of your life is unmet expectations, hopelessness, and really, for the world, this is 
what Tozer is saying, for the world that's all they have without the Gospel.  But this is what—isn’t this 
dark?  It’s sad.  Like, without the Gospel that's it.  Chase the things that your ancestors chased, gain the 
things that your ancestors gained.  Denzel Washington said this one time, he said, “You'll never see a 
U-Haul behind a hearse.3  I said that's wise, Denzel.  I don't know how he is other than that, but that was 
wise.   

But he says you chase those things, the people that came before you chased it, the people that will come 
after will chase it, and there's nothing, it's vanity without God being at the center.  Because your lordship 
at best is 90 years [snaps his fingers] and then you’re dust and then 
judgment and eternity and the question that matters is:  What did you 
do with it?  “Lord, I built my kingdom.”  “You were supposed to build 
mine.”  And so this is the reality of brokenness is we often think, But, 
okay, so if that's true, why do believers still break?  The truth is all of 
us need [to be] broken because any time we step into lordship God 
uses brokenness to remind us of who He is and who we are.   

That's why when we look at brokenness we see in King David's life, here's a man after God's own heart, 
he sins greatly but what makes him a man after God's own heart, look into what he says in Psalms 34:18: 

18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.  

~ PSALM 34:18 

Here's what King David learned in his life is he was quick to step into a mindset of building his 
kingdom—I want that woman, I want that power, I want that building—but he was so quick when he 
was on the throne of his life to step off and write a psalm saying, “Father, You are God.  I repent.  I've 
been worshipping myself, LORD.  You are close to the brokenhearted, every time that I’ve strayed from 
You.”  What made David the man after God's own heart is he was quick to repent and he was quick to 
stop and say, “I'm gonna give all this to the LORD.  I'm gonna step into the right place which is You on 
the throne of my life.  Father, it's about You and it's about your Kingdom.”  That's what made David a 
man after God's own heart.  It wasn't that he didn't at times step on his throne but that he was quick to 
step off.  So he identified when things broke in his life, when he had broken relationships, instead of 
blaming somebody else because you don't want to step off your throne, he repented and said, “Father, 
change me.  I need transformation.  I need You to tell me what to do.” 

Listen, I always say this to young people:  Do you know why you don't care about 
what the Bible says?  If you're—some of you, you know why you don't care about 
reading the Bible?  It's because you’re god.  Why do you need somebody else to tell 
you what to do?  You are on your throne.  Lordship says, “I need to read the Word 
because there's truth to be found that my God has given me.”  Why do some of us 
struggle to pray?  Why pray to a god when we are on the throne?  Do you get the 

                                                 
2 [Jesus speaking]  “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for 

his soul?”  ~ MATTHEW 16:26 
3 Denzel Washington quote:  https://www.azquotes.com/quote/632585 

God uses brokenness 
to remind us who He is  

and who we are. 
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danger and what life creates, “Father, I’ve got this.  I don't need to talk to You.”  I see them make these 
decisions and be crafty and sneaky, “As long as people don't know that I'm a fake, I can stay on my 
throne.”  Like, here's the danger of being on the throne of your life—you don't even need people to like 
you.  You just don't need them to knock you off, so what happens is you avoid them.   

Here's another thing that I saw that's so true about brokenness in the midst of—in my life and the people 
I love, and this is very true to me even this holiday season—is how many of you have had loved ones 
who you've seen chasing after their own kingdom and you've seen them even if some of them know 
Jesus, know of Jesus, you've seen them chase after the things and make bad decisions after bad 
decisions, and you kind of are praying to the LORD saying, “Father, why don't You grab in their hearts?”  
Anybody there with me?  Loved ones that you’re like, “Sweet Jesus” and at that point, and I've had this 
often, my prayers become, “LORD, break them.”  How many have ever prayed for brokenness for 
somebody?  LORD, break them.  I always say this, “Don't hurt them, maybe, I don't want them to die, but 
LORD, if they need to go to jail, if they need to lose that job, if they need to break up with that 
relationship, like break them so that they can be—remind them of who You are because they're being 
distracted by the things that are destroying them.”  And so you just begin to say, “Father, break them.” 

And why do you do that?  Because most of us in this room who love Jesus were broken before we gave 
our lives to Jesus.  Most of us in this room our throne was challenged and we responded by saying, “I 
surrender.  I believe in Jesus.”  What are you saying there?  I believe that I am a sinner and I need a 
Savior.  I'm stepping off of my throne and I'm trusting in You—that is Lordship.  All of us had that 
journey.   

For me I saw my best friend die right in front of me.  I saw a body no longer have a soul and it rocked 
me.  And God in that slight brokenness, when I'm in my room and I'm crying, the brokenness that I felt 
and this is what I felt, “I don't know the answer, I don't know how to make this work in my kingdom.”  
That small brokenness [he snaps his fingers] God laid His love upon me.  I fell in love with Jesus.  My 
brokenness let the Gospel in and it transformed me because then all of a sudden the things that I worried 
about changed because it wasn't about my kingdom anymore, it was about His.  And the things that I 
struggled with became His strength in me, so there's beauty in brokenness but I want to make something 
very clear for you in this room because God loves you deeply and because of that this is the truth:  God 
is an enemy to your throne because He loves you.   

So will your life be filled with joy and peace if you make self-centered, kingdom-building decisions?  
No.  You will be unsatisfied.  You'll be broken.  You'll have unmet expectations.  You'll have questions 
of whether this life is worth living, whether relationships are worth having.  You will be in despair.  
Why because your soul is starving and your soul is meant to worship God, not you.  So will you 
experience a deep loneliness when you are on your throne?  Yes.  Why?  Because God loves you and He 
wants you to step off to allow Him to be on the throne, because He loves you.  And if He's on the throne 
of your life—and for believers, testify with me—your soul becomes satisfied regardless of your 
condition.  I am satisfied.  Like, man, I don't have that longing anymore for stuff to fill me, for 
relationships to fill me, for my wife or my children to somehow make my kingdom great.  No-no-no, all 
of a sudden I lay all that down and say, “Lord, it’s by You.  Help me to be somebody that points my life 
to Jesus.  Help me to be somebody that points my children toward Jesus.”   

Parents, look at me, your children are not born to help build your kingdom.  They are born for His 
Kingdom—don't get in the way.  Don't put expectations on your children that are about building you up, 
it's not of the Lord, so show humility, show grace, show peace.  Listen, men, this No Regrets 
conference, here's the truth.  Some of you treat your family worse than anybody in your life and you 
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know why?  Because your family sees how horrible of a king you are and because of that you're angry at 
them because you don't want to get off your throne.  So what do you do?  You blame them.   

You know how you lead your family?  Step off, repent, confess, and then show your family what it 
means to pursue Jesus.  That's how you lead.  That's what this conference is gonna be all about.  This is 
needed.  This is so needed because in our world our young people are saying, “Hey, build your kingdom.  
Here's the stuff.  Here's the job.  Here's the house.  Here's the marriage.  Get those things, go after those 
things.”  And sometimes we say, “Yes, that's what it's about.  Go after those things.”  Even though we 
are in those things and we know that's not where we find joy, so we're 
victims of pushing our children towards things that aren't eternal but we 
recognize that there isn't eternality in those things.  We recognize that the 
void is still existing when you have those things, so we have to lead in this.  
We have to say, listen, the greatest thing that could happen to our families is 
that we all put God in the center of our lives because then, when God 
provides we do it for Him, it's a blessing for Him and we have a great 
perspective, and our souls are satisfied.  This is where we need to align back 
with the Scriptures because that is what God says over and over again.   

He talks about it with Pharaoh.  Hey, listen, Pharaoh and the people of God in the Old Testament, God is 
very quick to remind them of who did it.  He says, “Listen, I am God.  I delivered you from the Pharaoh.  
I was the person who used the hardened hearts of this world for my purpose and my direction.”  So God 
is quick to say listen, when you put Me as Lord, I will through my Spirit accomplish my plans for you.  
So you don't lose, and this is a big thing, too, when you surrender lordship over your life you don't lose.  
And this is so powerful because all throughout Scripture it says this over and over again, you in fact 
gain.  And how do you gain?  This is how you gain:  When you step out of your pursuit of building up 
your kingdom and you say, “Father, it's about your Kingdom and about your glory,” here's what happens 
is all of a sudden the things of your world become eternal.  That's how you gain because now you're not 
storing up things for the next 90-100 years, the things you do are eternal.  What I do today if I put God 
first is gonna have ripples in eternity.  The relationships that I have, the job that I have, everything 
becomes eternal.  Why?  Because now you're part of God's plan for your life and God Himself is eternal, 
and that's your destiny.  So you gain by stepping off the throne. 

In Scripture it says often that Jesus models this idea of how brokenness and repentance creates gain, and 
really, the Gospel is God's rescue plan through brokenness.  Have you ever thought about that?  How did 
God rescue us?  He suffered.  It says in Scripture:  This is my body which is broken for you.4  He 
entered into brokenness.  Why?  To free us.  This is a beautiful picture of brokenness and this is why I 
believe that brokenness is beautiful when it's godly brokenness.  It could be a beautiful transforming 
thing when we recognize, okay, the “prize” of giving up lordship is actually God, like He is the prize, so 
it's not the idea of if I give up my control of my life, now I got to do all this religious stuff.  No.  When 
you give up control the prize is God, meaning that He becomes your joy, He becomes your peace, He 
becomes your hope, and it frees you from having everyone else in your life become that.   

By the way, they can't so for those of you who are looking for your spouse or your boyfriend or 
girlfriend to somehow fill you—it's impossible.  But when you step away and put God in the center then 
you become satisfied and here's how it transforms your life—then the Kingdom of God becomes your 
priority.   

                                                 
4  . . . that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my 

body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23b-24 
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This is what Paul did.  He said listen, everything's about the Lord, everything’s about the Kingdom of 
God, and so because of that I can take heart and trust that God has overcome the world.  So even if it 
means that I lose my life, I'm okay with that because my life and my purpose is not earthly, it's eternal.  
So you begin to store up treasures that are not earthly but are eternal.  All throughout Scripture, 
John 16:3, Psalm 34, we don't enough time but all these things it talks about eternity and it talks about 
the promises of God that lays out those who trust Him.  Because God understands that when He is on the 
throne the things that you desire are maybe not the things that your friends desire, so you may miss out 
on some stuff but God says no-no-no, my promise is and my presence in eternity is so much more than 
the things that you can gather in this world.  So God draws us and He calls us. 

But I want to just end on this idea of there's beauty in brokenness.  How 
many of you have ever found yourself in a deep, deep, dark place only to 
find God's presence and His goodness to be so great in that moment?  Like 
I'm talking face-down drunk, at the lowest of lows in your life, and find God 
in that moment saying I love you.  Listen, here's what rocks me is I have the 
privilege of being in a lot of areas where the world would say they failed in 
kingdom building.  I've been in prisons.  I've been in hospitals where people 

are sick of diseases and they're blind and they're about ready to die, and they're skinny and they're 
helpless, and I've been in those places and I've prayed with those people only to see that there was 
something in their souls that was joyful.  That though they couldn't talk you knew that something with 
God was what was filling them with a joy that I didn't have.  And I stopped and I said there is great 
beauty in brokenness because as we surrender God's love comes in, and I’ve learned this over and over 
again. 

When I worked in the prison system I've seen these men who had the world stripped from them; their 
kingdom was destroyed as soon as that door shut, and in the midst of that dying to self there was joy in 
that prison.  One would argue that they had more joy in there than they did building their kingdom.  
Why?  Because God was there.  There's beauty in brokenness.  And so when we talk about brokenness 
we have to remember these things.  One of the reasons that brokenness exists in your life is maybe 
because God is challenging your lordship and maybe the call right now in your life is to step off your 
throne.  Your family needs it, you need it.   

Maybe one of the challenges that we just said here is maybe some of you you're in brokenness right 
now, you're experiencing hurt and pain but you're not going to the Lord because you think there's 
punishment in it.  God uses brokenness to draw man to Himself.  He loves you.  There's opportunity in it 
because your purpose, look at me, here's your purpose in life—and listen, it doesn't matter what you 
think your purpose is because you didn't create 
yourself, are you following me?  So you can reject it 
but you can't change it.  Here is your purpose, here's 
why the God of the universe created you:  It is to 
know Him and to bring Him glory with the gifts that 
He has given you.  So anything you do outside of that 
thing your soul will be starving because God says 
even creation longs to be back into right relationship 
with God.5  You do, too.  So that's why you're made.  
So what in your life do you need to step off of? 

                                                 
5  See Romans 8:18-22 
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I love you and this is transformational because the truth is most of us when we look at the broken 
relationships in our lives it's because we are stepping into a place that God should be in.  And so I'm 
gonna call the band up and I'm gonna pray for a couple things.  The two things I'm going to pray for is 

this because I feel like in our church a lot of times when I have 
conversations with people here's the stronghold that the enemy uses in an 
area that we live in because many of us are educated, we're professionals, 
you have a lot of stuff, and the Bible says this:  It's hard for a wealthy 
person to come to the LORD.6  That should terrify us.  That means that 
stuff can distract us.  But here's what I experience; I experience that we 
have a lot of broken relationships, we have a lot of debt, we have a lot 
broken families, these are the areas that we battle.  Even in the holiday 
seasons it will remind us of this brokenness, and so I'm just gonna pray 

that the LORD would cause us to surrender those things to Him.  To trust Him in those things, and really, 
to move towards His Lordship in those things. 

Father, I have a tough time with my finances.  I'm gonna go Financial Peace.  I'm gonna read about your 
Word and I'm gonna learn about how You see money in the midst of your Lordship.  Father, I have a 
tough time in my relationship and I’ve failed to be the king to her, and she failed to be the queen to me.  
But LORD, I want You to be at the center of our relationship and our marriage and teach me to love her 
the way You love her.  Father, You are my God and I step off my throne.  So I'm just gonna pray. 

Lord, 

I pray right now for those that need to be broken that they break because You love them, Lord, 
and I pray that in their brokenness that that void that comes when they step off their throne is 
filled by You and your love and your plans and your purpose for their life. 

Father, I pray that in the midst of our church there will be a culture of repentance, 
reconciliation, and a reminder, LORD, that You are our God.  That it's about your glory and 
about your Kingdom and we ask for forgiveness for building our own kingdoms.   

Lord, we give You our finances, we give You our gifts, we give You our time, we give You our 
families—help those things to be glorifying to You because through the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
You've rescued us from the false kingdom of the world and You've placed us in the eternal family 
as children of God.  So we love You and we thank You.   

And we ask for blessings as we give our offering back to You, Lord; that You would be Lord of 
our finances and that we would trust You with our finances, that You can use those for the 
Kingdom of God.  Father, You don't need anything.  You are the King of the universe, but 
Father, You want our hearts to be joyful in our giving, so I pray for blessing and I pray for 
conviction over our giving this morning. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.  Thank You. 

  

                                                 
6 [Jesus speaking] ”Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

God.”  ~ MATTHEW 19:24 
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Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/304011102           

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/D3c2xul7Xjs  
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