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[Guest Speaker:  Carl Green] 

So it's good to be home.  It's good to be here in church with you all.  Last time 
I was here was Labor Day weekend, September 2nd, and I told Lee I'm 
becoming a “CE Christian,” you know, someone who just shows up for 
Christmas and Easter.  But since I saw you last I've been teaching and training 
pastors in Nepal, in Transnistria, in North Africa, and I just got home Thursday 
night from Liberia.  My Liberian friends gave me this nice shirt and so I 
thought I'd wear it today.  And Enoch, if you're here, Evelyn and Edwin and 
the rest of your family say hello.  It's my privilege to serve with Global 
Training Network training pastors all around the world, and I couldn't do it 
without your help and so thank you for praying for us.  Thank you for 
supporting us financially.  Thanks also to the worship team and for Lee for 
filling our tanks every time we're here in church.   

You know how good your bed feels after you've been traveling and you get to come home and sleep in 
your own bed?  You know how your easy chair feels when you sit down at home in your favorite easy 
chair?  Well, that's how our home church feels to Patsy and me every time we're here.  You will never 
know how much you all—Lee, the worship teams, our church family—fill our empty tanks when we 
come home after ministering somewhere else in the world, so thank you.  We love returning here. 

Now I was not always a global traveler.  For 25 years I was parked right here in Chester County having 
the joy of serving this church as the Senior Pastor, and my wife and I we love it here in Chester County.  
Twelve out of 14 of our immediate family live in Chester County and we like it that way.  And just like 
you, we enjoy all the benefits of living here in Chester County.  Through the years Patsy volunteered at 
the schools, I volunteered as a chaplain with the Uwchlan Township Police Department.  We 
volunteered across the street at the LYA.  Our kids were involved in sports, in the marching band, in 
orchestra, in drama teams, and all sorts of other things.  I was on the board of the YMCA right down the 
street here.  So many good things to get involved with—we were soon overly committed and frankly, 
exhausted.  We could barely get our work done here at the church let alone have any margin for any 
additional things we wanted to do for the LORD.   

And maybe some of you are like us; so busy that when a challenge comes from a guest speaker like it 
did two Sundays ago or from Bill last Sunday, we simply do not have the margin, we don't have the 
capacity to take on something we would really like to do.  If that sounds like you, I'd like to offer you 
some suggestions from the Word of God today.  Or maybe you're just a good old regular attender here at 
Calvary and you've been coming here for years and you are quite content to simply enjoy Sunday 
morning, but the rest of the week is devoted to other endeavors.  And the truth is, when you hear the 
global challenges like you've heard the past two Sundays it just goes in one ear and out the other because 
of the other pursuits that you pursue.  And if that sounds like you, I want to challenge your thinking 
today and create an active response in each one of you.   

So to both the overly committed and the under-committed I'd like to bring you a challenge from an old 
man in the Bible.  He's about to die and he addresses the overly committed, he addresses the under-
committed, with four powerful statements that require each one of us to ask important questions about 
ourselves.  So take your Bibles and turn with me to Joshua chapter 24 and here we're going to see in 
Joshua chapter 24 Joshua is an old man.  In Joshua 24, verse 29 we're told that Joshua is 110 years old.  
Now, I don't think there's anyone here today who's 110 years old, so I think we all would agree 110 is 
old regardless of what our age is.  From Joshua chapter 23, verse 1, we learn that the nation Israel is 
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enjoying a time of peace at a time of rest.  In 

chapter 23, verse 14, it says every promise of God 

has been fulfilled, not one promise had not been 

fulfilled.  And so now as an old man that will 

soon die, Joshua gives us a wealth of wise 

information in his final words to the nation Israel.  

It's found in verses 14 and 15 of Joshua 

chapter 24, and here are these four powerful 

statements from this successful elderly warrior.   

In verse 14, fear the LORD and serve Him with 

sincerity and faithfulness.  Put away gods your 

forefathers worshiped and serve the LORD.  And 

then in verse 15, choose this day whom you will 

serve.  But as for me and my house, we will serve 

the LORD.   These four statements suggest to me 

four critical questions that each one of us needs to 

ask of ourselves.  This is not a Sunday morning to say talk to that person or talk to that person, talk to 

my spouse, talk to my son; this is a Sunday morning to look into your own personal life.   

 

And so the first question I want to ask you based on Joshua 24 and verse 14 is simply:  What does your 

life reflect?  Ask it of yourself, what does my life reflect?  What 

would your neighbors say about your life?  What would your parents 

say about your life?  How would your spouse describe your life?  

What do you see when you examine your own life?  Do you see love, 

joy, peace, happiness?  Or do you see stress, anxiety, disappointment, 

maybe even chaos?  Do you see satisfaction, dedication, obedience, 

integrity, loyalty, and a heart of worship?  Or do you see disorder, 

impulsiveness, disobedience, addiction, sexual addictions, substance 

addictions, frustrations, dissatisfaction?  What should my life reflect?  I hope you're asking that 

question, and I think we can look and ask and see what the answer to that question is.  Our lives should 

reflect obedience to God.  That's in the essence of the word “fear the LORD,” be obedient to the LORD.   

Our lives should reflect worship of God and that's the essence of the word “serve Him.”  And from the 

term “sincerity” we learn our lives should reflect integrity before God and towards other people around 

us.  The word “faithfulness” talks to us about being loyal to God.  So what does your life reflect?   

If you hang out with my grandkids, you'll see them dressed constantly in sports gear.  You'll see them 

wearing sports caps, watching sports on TV, playing sports in every free moment.   

 

A long time afterward, 

when the LORD had given 

rest to Israel from all their 

surrounding enemies, and 

Joshua was old and well 

advanced in years, 

~ JOSHUA 23:1 

“And now I am about to go 

the way of all the earth, and 

you know in your hearts 

and souls, all of you, that 

not one word has failed of 

all the good things that the 

LORD your God promised 

concerning you. All have 

come to pass for you; not 

one of them has failed.  

~ JOSHUA 23:14 

“Now fear the Lord and 

serve him with all 

faithfulness. Throw away the 

gods your ancestors 

worshiped beyond the 

Euphrates River and in Egypt, 

and serve the LORD.  But if 

serving the Lord seems 

undesirable to you, then 

choose for yourselves this 

day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your 

ancestors served beyond the 

Euphrates, or the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you 

are living. But as for me and 

my household, we will serve 

the LORD.” 

~ JOSHUA 24:14-15 

4 POWERFUL STATEMENTS 

 v14a – Fear the LORD and serve Him with sincerity and faithfulness. 

 v14b – Put away gods your forefathers worshipped and serve the LORD. 

 v15a – Choose you this day whom you will serve. 

 v15b – But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 
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Now this is Nolan.  This is Carla's oldest son, my middle daughter's oldest son.  He 
spent all day yesterday playing baseball indoors in a baseball tournament.  Their life 
reflects to anyone who spends five minutes with them that sports is a very important 
part of their life.   

If you go to the next slide you see some more 
of my grandkids.  This is Katie’s, our 
youngest daughter, her four kids, and if you 
look at their clothing everywhere you see 
sports, sports, sports.  You just look at their 
life and their life reflects what's important to 
them.  In my grandkids’ case, it's sports. 

If you had gone with us to Transnistria last 
month, you would have seen a team of folks 
from Calvary here who really have a care 
about the orphans over in Transnistria.  The 
team did a great job, every one of them.  They 

worked hard, they worked with the kids.  And as a follower of 
Jesus Christ our lives need to reflect loyalty, obedience, and 
worship towards God, and integrity towards others as well.  So 
what does your life reflect today?  That's the first question I'd like 
us to ask. 

The second question I'd like to ask is:  What do I need to throw 
away?  In Joshua 24, verse 14, 
Joshua says throw away your 
foreign gods.  Joshua has 
gathered all of Israel at 
Shechem.  It's modern-day 
Nablus today, and Shechem is 
the area allotted to Manasseh in 
his tribe for their inheritance.  It's situated between Mount Gerizim 

and Mount Ebal.  You might remember those mountains because when Moses came through and ratified 
the covenant he had half the nation up on Mount Ebal, half the nation up on Mount Gerizim, one 
shouted out the blessings, one shouted out the curses, and that's what happened to Mount Ebal, that's 
where we're at.  And today it's just a dusty old town just north of Jericho, but to the Israelites Shechem 
was a very, very special location.  Shechem was where Abraham made his first stop once he had left his 

hometown in Haran and had made his way to the Promised Land there and he 
built an altar (in Genesis chapter 12, verse 6) to honor the LORD.  Two 
generations later Shechem is the place where Jacob buries foreign gods and 
buries the pagan earrings in Genesis chapter 35 
and verse 4.  It's in this very location.  Now 
Joshua takes a large stone and he writes down the 
covenant that they were making and he places this 
stone under a large oak tree, now a holy place for 
Israel because of the history of Abraham and 
Jacob.   

Nolan 

Katie's 4 children

CF Team in Transnistria

Abram passed through the 
land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. At that time the 
Canaanites were in the land. 
Then the Lord appeared to 
Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” 
So he built there an altar to 
the Lord, who had appeared 
to him. 

~ GENESIS 12:6-7 

So they gave to Jacob all the 
foreign gods that they had, 
and the rings that were in 
their ears. Jacob hid them 
under the terebinth tree that 
was near Shechem. 

~ GENESIS 35:4 
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This account in Joshua 24 reminds me of a pastor I just met in Nepal.  I went to Nepal with some of my 
friends and in my mind going to Nepal I'm thinking Mount Everest, I'm thinking cold, I'm thinking all 
these mountains.  And I got there – it was hot.  I can't tell 
you how hot it was in Nepal.  I'm up there teaching away 
and just soaked through with the heat.  But I wanted to 
mention this pastor, Pastor Narong [phonetic spelling].  
He was raised in a Nepal Hindu family and his father was 
a Hindu priest, and when he came to faith in Christ he had 
to literally throw away his Hindu gods and it cost him.  
He was immediately alienated from his family to the point 
that when his father died no one bothered to tell him, to 
inform him that his father had died.  When it was time for 
the heritance to be distributed, his two brothers kept it all for themselves.  They didn't give him his share 
because they had set him apart from them.  And even to this day when he visits his mother she will not 
touch anything that he has touched until it has been washed.  That sounds like something that went on 
hundreds of years ago—it's going on today in Nepal in this pastor’s life.   

So you already know where this message is headed; it's the idea of making up your mind once and for 
all to obey the LORD.  But first there may be some things in your life that you're going to have to jettison 
from your life and when you do it may cost you.  What gods—small “g”—what gods do you have in 
your life that need to be thrown away?  I have no idea what's coming to your mind right now, but of 
different areas, different relationships, different things are coming to your mind right now, it's not me 
playing mind tricks with you.  I believe that's God, the Holy Spirit, nudging you saying, “This is where I 
want you to do business with Me.  If you want to serve Me with loyalty and with integrity, you're going 
to have to jettison this area from your life.”  What actions in your life are just not helpful to following 
the LORD as a disciple of Jesus Christ?  Secret sins that you know are keeping you from fully following 
the LORD.  Maybe it's some harmful baggage, maybe it's an unresolved conflict, maybe it's an action or 
an activity that takes you away from God and not towards God.   

I'd like to introduce you to a gentleman who was on the trip with us 
in Nepal.  His name is Brad Thomas, here's Brad [PHOTO AT RIGHT], 
he's a veteran police officer in Seattle, Washington, and he was part 
of our teaching team.  And he told me the story of being shot four 
times at point-blank range while he was on duty.  He was just sitting 
in his police car, someone walked up to him point-blank range, shot 
him four times, and he somehow was able to pull his 357 out and 
shoot back at the fellow.  He told me all he wanted to do was to kill 
the man that was shooting at him.  And later he had to work through 
the anger of being shot and come to the decision to forgive the man 
who shot him.  And so I asked him, “Did you forgive the shooter?”  
And his immediate response was, “Yes, I have.” 

 

Do you have someone that you need to forgive?  Do you have an unresolved conflict that needs to be 
attended to?  You know you should be taking the first step, but you just keep procrastinating from taking 
that step.  That secret sin that you'd be mortified if anyone here found out about today, I believe today is 
the day to begin to do business with God over that sin.  You know you're really not going to go 
anywhere spiritually until you begin to deal with that secret sin. 

Pastor Narong and wife 

Brad Thomas
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There's a third question:  Have I made up my mind to obey the LORD?  Joshua 24, verse 15, “Choose 
you this day whom you will serve.”   Not that we're all going to be 
perfect, but through the ups and downs of our spiritual life, our 
intent, our underlying intent is to honor God.  And that's easier to 
measure than you think.  All you need to do is open up your 
calendar, open up your checkbook, and look at where you spend 
your free time.  Where you spend your time, where you spend your 
money, where you spend your energy will tell you what's important 
to you and how you've made up your mind.  Now if that's too 

confusing for you, just give me your checkbook, give me your calendar, and in five minutes I can look at 
it and tell you exactly what's important to you because where you spend your time, your energy, and 
your money is what's of value to you.   

Now maybe it's not your desire to serve the LORD.  Maybe you don't want to bury the gods in your life 
that steer you away from God.  Maybe you might be thinking Carl, I'm just content to attend Calvary on 
Sunday morning, don't press it.  Well, today I am pressing it.  I am pressing each one of you.  I believe 
each one of us has to make this decision to honor the LORD with our lives.  The question is simply:  Is 
this your desire or not?  We all need to make a decision.  Some of you have made that decision, but yet 
you still find yourself out of time when it comes to volunteering at church.  You find yourself out of 
money when it comes to going on a missions trip.  You find yourself out of energy when it comes time 
to enjoying a quiet time with the LORD.  The truth is to fully follow the LORD you have to make a hard 
decision to follow the LORD and this means you're going to have to learn how to say no to some things.   

You have to say no to inappropriate things; Joshua says bury those things.  You'll have to say no to some 
neutral things.  You know, the things that are neither good or bad in and of themselves, but they can 
easily suck up a lot of time like time on social media.  You know before we had smartphones I used to 
wake up in the morning, get my morning going, have my quiet time.  Now what do I do?  I roll over, I 
grab my phone, I look at my phone, I look at Philly sports, I look at Instagram, I look at Facebook, I 
look at USA Today, and on and on it can go unless I put some boundaries in there and say, “This is all 
the time I'm gonna devote to that.”   

You have to say no to some good things as well.  There's probably a lot of you here today who've made 
up your mind to follow the LORD but your life is so crammed full of activities, projects, relationships, 
events that just take up too much of your time.  Part of following the LORD is to build some margin into 
your life so that there's adequate time to do what God calls you to do.  Time to actually be alone with 
God in your personal quiet time.  Two weeks ago you were challenged to focus in on one area and to 
pour your energies into that.  Last week you heard all about Senegal and there was probably was a part 
of every one of us here that said I want to do more but your dance card is so full there's just no room to 
do any more.   

Can I tell you a secret?  You're allowed to say no.  You're allowed to say no 
to good things so that there's time in your life for what God wants you to do 
for Him.  It's okay to not be involved in everything so that you can regularly 
get involved and flourish in one or two things.  Many devoted Christian 
leaders I know are involved in way too many different types of ministry and 
are failing to excel in one or two.   

There's a fourth question I'd like to suggest that we each ask ourselves:  Have I made a public 
declaration of my intent to follow the LORD?  My dad had this plaque hanging at our house, “As for me 
and my house, we will serve the LORD,” and as kids we didn't always do this but we all knew what my 

It’s okay to say “No”
to good things… 
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dad expected of us because he had drawn a line in the sand and he 
said this is where we're going to be as a family.  And anyone who 
came into our home saw this on our wall.  What was my dad doing?  
He was making a public declaration of his intent to lead his family 
in following the LORD.   

I love what old man Joshua says here in Joshua 24, “I'm 110 years 
old and I want to be perfectly clear, as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD.”  What was Joshua doing?  He was making a 

public declaration of his intent to obey the LORD and his intent to do all that he could to see to it that his 
children and his grandchildren followed the LORD.  And then Joshua, he takes this step further and he 
memorializes the moment.  And in the place where Abraham built an altar, in the place where Jacob 
buried foreign gods, Joshua now takes a large stone and he sets it up in this holy place to regularly 
remind people of their decision to serve the LORD.  Abraham made a public declaration and testimony 
with his altar.  Jacob made a public testimony with his burial site for the false gods.  Joshua made a 
public testimony with this large stone.   

And today I'd like to give everyone here an opportunity to make a public declaration of your heart's 
desire to follow the LORD.  We have many stones upfront here and a bunch of Sharpies and in a moment 
as we're singing I want you to come on up and if it's your intent to follow the LORD with your life, I'd 
like you to make a public declaration of that—sign one of these rocks.  I signed one down here and Bill 
says we're gonna collect these rocks, put them outside, and I just love the idea of being able to walk up 
to church and say to my kids, “Hey, see these rocks?  One of those has my name on it.  I made a public 
declaration that I want to follow the LORD. 

And so Father, 

Hear from your children right now, hear our intent, hear our desire to follow hard after You.  
LORD, help us in asking these questions of what does my life reflect? What do I need to throw 
away?  If I’ve made up my mind to serve the LORD, and will I now make a public declaration of 
my intent to follow the LORD.  Father, hear from your children and be pleased in our actions 
over these next few moments. 

LORD, we ask this now in Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 

So would you lead us please and I invite you to come up and sign a rock here and make your public 
declaration before the LORD. 

 
Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/300159686  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/TK5gGdfNGNY  
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