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It was a few weeks ago I was talking to a guy who’s big into helping people that are at odds with each 
other come together.  Now, he actually works with churches and boards and individuals and married 
couples and he's constantly writing books and teaching and speaking on how to make peace.  And I said 
to him, I said, “Okay, I know you've written tons of stuff.  I know you've given millions of hours of talks 
and seminars and speech.”  Then I said, “If we were to just break it down as simple as we could get it, 
what would you tell someone that is at odds with someone that they need to do?  What would you say 
that needs to be brought to bear?”  And he just quickly said, “Just two things.”  I said, “Good, thank 
you.”  And he gives me his two things.  He says, “First of all, they need to start listening.”  He says, 
“There have been a lot of good, good, good employees who had been phenomenal for their organization, 
if the boss had just taken the time to listen to what that employee had said.”  He said there have been 
marriages with two people that are truly in love that dissolved because they wouldn't listen to each 
other.”  And he says, “It's sad because so many families are broken up and kids destroyed over the fact 
that they didn't feel that their parents were listening.”   

He said, “The second thing is ask questions.”  He says, “We, most of the time, we have this tendency to 
ask questions that start with ‘why’—Why'd you do this? Why are you like this?  Why are you—?”  And 
he says, “They're just accusatory that just causes the conversation to flare.”  He says, “We need to ask 
questions that start with ‘what’ that begin to just try to gain understanding.”  He goes, “That's it.”  Like, 
well, why don't you just say that all the time?  And then I, a little cynical, said, “So you just need to say 
a lot more words to make a lot of money?”  He goes, “Well, it's not just as simple as those two things.  
There's a lot more to make that happen, that doesn't just happen, but the bottom line is listen, ask really 
good questions.” 

I, when I heard that, I was like, “Man, when we get to this section where we're talking about peace I'm 
gonna use that.”  And then as we began to study the text, I'm like, “The text says that.”  And yet it 
expounds on it and says it so much better, so I want you to hear that.  In fact, if you 
were here last week—we’re in Romans 12, if you have your Bible.  We’re Bible 
people here at Calvary.  If you're here for the first time, welcome.  There are cards 
in the back of your seat, fill those out and let us know that you're here, we'd love to 
get to know you.  But here at Calvary we’re people of The Book and we just open 
our Bible each week.  So some of you do that on your phone or tablet; we also have 
Bibles in the back if you'd like to have a Bible.  Romans Chapter 12, verse 18, was 
the verse that we really used as our touch point last week to just get this whole 
conversation going, and it says this: 

 
If possible—it's not always possible we discussed, but it's on you, don't wait for the other person to show 
up, never happens that way; your job is to live at peace with others.  And last week we talked about how 
we need to be doing these things in our life that creates an environment of peace, a culture of peace in 
our life, in our work, in our home, those kinds of things.  This week we promised that we were going to 
begin to talk about how is it that I can get peace with my brothers and my sisters and my mother and my 

If possible, so far as it depends on you,  
live peaceably with all. 

~ ROMANS 12:18 
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father and my coworker and my boss and my neighbor and 
all of that stuff, and that's where this thing gets a little harder 
to begin to work with.  James says that the wisdom from 
above—so we all want wisdom—is both pure and it's 
peaceable.  And I believe that we can't get peace with each 
other until we have peace with God.  In fact, in Romans, a 
chapter that we did a few weeks ago, Chapter 5, begins with 
these words, Chapter 5, verse 1, says this: 

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

~ ROMANS 5:1 

So because of putting our faith in Jesus we are reconciled with God and that gives us peace with God, so 
we don't have to sit around going , “Is God mad at me?”  “Does God hate me?”  “Is God waiting to 
smoosh me?”  Instead, because I have put my faith and trust in Jesus I've been reconciled with God and I 
have peace.  I'm promising you that the world that we live in, the people that it just seems like you 
barely have to touch them and it's like a spark in a dry forest lights a forest fire, it's because there's no 
peace on the inside.  And because of things not being right between them and God, there's just no way 
things are going to be right here, and it's just an incredible reminder to each one of us reminding us of 
this:  The Scripture says that God is a God of peace.  The Scripture says that Jesus, Isaiah Chapter 9, is 
the Prince of Peace.   

That the Gospel is a gospel of peace.  When we describe 
the Gospel we mean this:  Jesus died for our sins; He was 
buried and He rose victorious over our sins, and He offers 
to each one of us forgiveness.  And the Scriptures refer to 
that as the Gospel, the Good News—that you can have 
forgiveness of sins because of what Jesus did for you—as 
the gospel of peace.  If you’ve come in here today and 
everything inside of you is churning and fighting and 
pulling and tugging, I beg of you, put your trust in Jesus.  
Like what we're going to talk about today is super-duper 

practical.  The fun part of the second half of Romans 12, Chapter 12 and on, it's all really practical, so 
from here on out massive practical.  But what I'm just saying with you right now how to get peace inside 
of you, is the most practical thing I can say and the most important thing I just say.  And without that, 
who cares if you do all this other stuff?  Maybe you're living the best life possible—when you do things 
God's way, that's the practical piece of this, you'll have the best life possible.  But if you have the best 
life possible but you don't have forgiveness and peace with God, it's still a churned up, messed up life.  
So I just want to invite you to that. 

I also want to mention Philippians Chapter 4, I believe it's verse 7 says this: 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 

~ PHILIPPIANS 4:7 

When you think about God's peace, it's not like a worldly, earthly peace.  So when you hear people 
talking about, “We want peace in the Middle East,”  “We want peace in Iran,” or “We want peace in 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

~ ISAIAH 9:6 

But the wisdom from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, 

full of mercy and good fruits, 
impartial and sincere.. 

~ JAMES 9:6 
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America, if we could just all be at peace.”  When you see a symbol of peace ☮ mostly what they're 
saying is we want the fight to be pulled out of it, we want the fight to be over, we want the war to come 
to an end.  But when he talks here about a peace that passes all understanding, he's not talking about a 
human peace, he's talking about a supernatural peace that I can only have this peace if I have that peace 
with the God of peace through the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ.  And this isn't a human kind of peace 
but a supernatural kind of peace.  He's also making it very clear that this peace is not dependent on 
circumstances.  When it is, when hard times come up, you'll bail and then you’ll have nothing and you're 
really empty at that point and that's where we come back with the question:  If not my faith in Jesus, 
now what do I have?  Often times you'll hear someone going through a really troubling time in their life 
and they'll say, “I don't know how I would do this without Jesus,” because it is Jesus that is the Prince of 
Peace and brings peace to you. 

So today, again, we just say, we say it all the time here but we mean it, I'm convinced is true, that Jesus 
is the answer to everything in your life and when you let Him come into your life and when you put your 
trust in Him it changes things.  Just real quick—so this week if you find yourself in a place where no 
matter what's going on around you, you know, that verse says “if possible” with you be at peace with 
everyone else, you've been trying to do that and your workplace is just in a fury and the boss is mad and 
the person in the office next to you is just storming and everywhere you go you feel like you could cut 
the tension with a knife.  You pull into the house, you walk inside and the kids are yelling at each other 
and your wife is mad at you because you were ten minutes late and there is no peace.  May I encourage 
you, lunch hour – go to your car and sit in there and speak to the God of peace and let Him wash over 
you.  Let the Prince of Peace come into your life. 

When you pull into the garage, before you walk into that insanity that 
she's been dealing with all day long, take a deep breath and stop and 
take a moment with the Prince of Peace and let Him fill you and just 
come through you.  If we believe this, we need to take some time to 
get alone with the God of peace.  Take a few moments when you get 
up before everyone else is up to open up your Bible, read this passage 
again, just start in Romans Chapter 12 and just let the peace that 
passes all understanding just renew your heart—Philippians 4—and 
just own that, say that's gonna be mine today, that the peace that passes all understanding will be mine. 

Now, with that said, I know that even though you and I have the peace of God, the stuff of life often 
times puts that in jeopardy.  Would you agree?  [Man in audience:  “Yes.”]  And so that's why we have 

to have this conversation.  Everyone's running around panicked, 
freaking out – Why?  Because people let us down, and as long as 
we've been alive we still find ourselves surprised by that, that 
people don't keep their promises, that they betray us, that they 
hurt us, that they turn on us, that they disappoint us.  And there 
are moments when you just boil over because of that.  When you 

are surprised—when you find out the secrets of your mate, when the neighbor that you thought that you 
had a good relationship with that you took old spoiled banana bread over to when they moved in turns 
you into the Homeowners Association, when the bottom falls out of your finances, when you're skipped 
over because you're bold about the fact that you're Christian, when a co-worker fraudulently signs your 
name on a document, when your child turns on you, and when out of the blue your mate files for 
divorce—and here's what we know:  When those things happen there is a natural response, you might 
want to use the illustration from the animal kingdom or animal world when backed up into a corner, 

Even though I have the 
peace of God, the stuff of 

life puts peace in jeopardy. 
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what is the response?  The natural response is [ROAR!] get the claws out and attack.  Get ready for fight 
mode.  Make sure that you are protected and make sure that you win.  Beat them at their own game, it's 
go time.  That's the natural response. 

In that verse a moment ago that says that whenever it's dependent on you, live at peace with all people, 
the next word says this:  “beloved.”  And then he goes into some more information that we're gonna get 
to here in a second.  He's talking to those of us who are Christians.  What he's going to share here he gets 
that our sin nature, our response is one of protect and attack and win, but he's going to say to us as 

brothers and sisters in Christ who understand the gospel of 
peace, there is a different way.  People who have the Spirit 
of God in their life, yes, we still immediately want to 
respond in that in a natural way but the Holy Spirit takes 
over because we are not living in the flesh, but we are living 
in the Spirit, and God's Spirit says there is a different way.  
And this is what I want to I talk about for the rest of our 
time here today.  I want to talk about the different way. 

In Chapter 12 of Romans, verse 18, that's the verse I've been 
focusing on, live at peace with all people if it's possible with 
you, right before it are several verses and right after it are 
several verses and I want to lead you to those several verses 
right now and I just want to talk through them because I 
think you're going to be blown away by how similar they 

are to my friend’s “two” comment he says about peacemaking.  So if you have your Bibles, you may 
want to look at, I like writing little notes in my Bible.  Romans 12:14 says this: 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  

— So we're thinking here for a moment, and oftentimes I think of persecution I think of something that 
happens in a foreign land where someone's really coming at you for your faith and this kind of stuff.  I 
think in the context here of peace, we feel like we're being attacked when someone comes after us.  So,  
I believe when it says “Bless those who persecute you,” here it's just saying hey, when someone's 
coming after you, when something has happened that has boiled this up and lit that fire and that 
explosion is happening in front of you he says to us bless them, don't curse them.  That’s totally, totally 
different than what that natural response is that we talked about in the animal kingdom.  It becomes now 
in an intentional response, that I'm immediately going to intentionally say I’m going to bless them.  Now 
how do I bless them?  [Gestures with his hand in a cross formation as he says]  “Bless you, bless you.”  
Yeah, that'll go well.  You keep on reading.  The next words say this: 

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  

~ ROMANS 12:14-15 

And most oftentimes we think probably because we've heard this as a funeral service or something like 
that, that we're supposed to rejoice at weddings, so happy time, we're gonna rejoice with that person.  
You're at a funeral, we're supposed to weep with those who are in a funeral, and so that's our first 
thought in this verse, but when you read this in context and you read the context here of living at peace 
with all people, all of a sudden here's what I see—I see empathy.  Is that I decide in this moment where 
I'm being persecuted, while something's firing up, I stop in that moment and I say, “I wonder what's 
going on there, I wonder what's happening in their life that they're throwing this at me.”  And oftentimes 

If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all.   

~ ROMANS 12:18 
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you can see right through it because they're throwing something at you is their own issue and they're 
projecting it on you.   

Someone brought up something in their own world this week and I’m like, “That was me when I was a 
kid.”  So I'd get home from school, most oftentimes I'd be a little jerk.  I'd be disobedient.  I'd be mean to 
my siblings and this kind of stuff, and I remember there came a point where my mom would like pull me 
aside and just sit down and start talking to me and say, “What happened at school today?”  You know, 
all of a sudden she got to my heart.  What she probably wanted to say is, “Why are you such a 
disobedient jerk?!”  That's what she should have said.  That's the why question.  We want to go to what, 
not why, “What's going on?  What happened in school today?”  And all of a sudden you start finding out 
what really went on at school and all of a sudden you start finding out, wait a minute, the reason why 
this person's acting out right now is they're hurting like crazy.   

You walk in from a long day after work and your wife just sort of snaps at you and you're like, “Why are 
you acting like?  Why do you always act like that when I come home?”  Our natural way of responding 
is accusatory—Why would you be that bad person?—as opposed to, “What's going on?”  What puts you 
in this kind of spot?” and asking that right question.  It's a matter of empathy, caring about the needs of 
others.  What do we do so often?  We know why they're like that, they’re just a naughty little boy, 
they're just a mean wife, they've been not—you know, and we come to our own conclusions.  And the 
text keeps on speaking to us here, it's so awesome.  It says: 

16 Live in harmony with one another.   

— You see, when we begin to ask the right question and we listen to them and we care, there's 
something that begins to happen with harmony because we start to care, and when we empathize we 
understand how they're feeling and it begins to create this harmony.  Let me keep on reading here.  Next 
thing says: 

Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.  

~ ROMANS 12:16 

Here's our natural response:  “You behave badly.  I know why you're behaving badly.”  “You act that 
way.  I know why you're acting that way.”  And nothing can convince otherwise.  First of all, we're 
smart people.  We know people.  We know psychology.  We've heard stories of this same thing 
happening.  We were, after all, just talking to a friend the other day and they were telling us what their 
teenage kids were doing and it's the same thing you're doing, and so we blame our teenager on 
something because we heard it from our friend the other day and what their teenager is doing, and our 
teenager has no motive along that same end, but we're blaming them on it because we're so smart and 

we're so wise and we've thought about it.  We watched a movie and 
we saw how this happens and we saw what took place and so now 
we're blaming our spouse on something that we saw in that movie.   

And it says be careful about being haughty, be careful about being 
prideful, because there is this tendency of, “I know everything.”  I 
heard it once, I heard it said, I saw it, I've seen experience of it, and so 

now I'm coming right after you.  I'm not listening.  I'm not thinking.  I'm not trying to empathize with 
you.  I'm just here to tell you you're bad and you're wrong.  And then we wonder why [mimics an 
explosion] the whole thing explodes.  And we don't even know how it even began.  Just walked into the 

   Haughty 
    Being arrogant, 
    talking down to people  
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door and got a cross-eyed look and it was like BAM!  And in many of our worlds that's what's 
happening and it's so quick to be lit. 

Proverbs, one of the pastors pointed this verse out this week and I was like, “Oh, I gotta say that.”  And I 
gotta read it to you, Proverbs Chapter 18.  And Proverbs oftentimes it's bringing wisdom to us, but it’s 
sort of counter whatever to the fool and saying, hey, well, a lot of us are a fool.  It says Chapter 18, 
verse 2, of Proverbs: 

A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion. 

~ PROVERBS 18:2 

Know anyone like that?  Oh, sure you do.  Anyone like that?  Any of you like that?  [He laughs]  You 
know, we gotta stop thinking about what that other person does and start saying, “Hey, maybe that's 
me.”  Listen to verse 12: 

12 Before destruction a man's heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor.  13 If one 
gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame. 

~ PROVERBS 18:12-13 

Sounds like what my friend said—listen, listen.  Let me read the rest of these verses here real quick.  
Verse 17: 

17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.  

— So in other words, we're gonna listen, we're gonna ask really good 
what questions to try to get to the heart of where a person is at, and 
then we're gonna consider how we can do something, how we have a 
plan, how we have a plan of action, so they can honor everyone in this 
thing.  We're trying to get to peace, that's why the very next verse 
says: 

18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  

— If it's possible with you, live at peace with all people.  He's just saying, hey, we're trying to get to 
peace, now come up with a plan, a plan that's gonna be honorable to all of us that we can get to.  Now I 
want to just keep on going so we’re going to leap over verse 18, that's our foundational verse that we're 
at, now I'm gonna go to verse 19 here in this text.  So we're jumping over the verse that says if it's 
possible with you, live at peace, we're going to keep on saying, then it says: 

19 Beloved,  

— it’s talking to Christians, and then it says this: 

never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

~ ROMANS 12:17-19 

Remember in the natural, I'm waiting to figure out how I can pounce, how I can get back.  As a spiritual 
person living with the Spirit of God in my life, I'm saying, “No, I'm not.  I'm not gonna live like that.  
I'm gonna leave that in God's hands.”   
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I’m going to give you an illustration of this I think is gonna get really practical.  Where are my helpers?  
Jesse and Greg, I need you to go find me two guys, two dudes, I need two volunteers.  I need those two 
volunteers to come up here, I need your help right now.  Come on up here, I need you – and you two just 
stand here.  Come on up, run up here real fast, um, that's great.  Awesome.  We got another volunteer 
coming up?  Okay.  I need you two over here, I'm gonna get you two set up.  I need you to stand here 
facing each other like this, okay?  Okay.  Stand there and face him like that.  Okay.  Get close, I mean, 
not real close but [Laughter].  [He looks at third volunteer]  No one wants to be with you?  I need 
another partner.  Oh-oh-oh, yes, 
good to see you [shakes hands and 
pats third volunteer on the 
shoulder].  Thanks for coming up 
and helping me.  [Volunteer’s 
comment inaudible.]  Oh, you were 
forced?  I'm sorry.  No one should 
be forced to anything here at 
Calvary.  You know that passage in 
2nd Corinthians I read earlier about 
giving, it says not under 
compulsion, so – you want to go sit down?  [Volunteer:  “No thanks.”]  No thanks?  [They laugh.]  
Thanks for being here.  Okay.   

I need you [fourth volunteer] to square off with him like this and we're just gonna do one hand, let’s just 
do one hand.  Put one hand up against his hands.  Okay.  Perfect.  [To the first two volunteers]  Put one 
hand up against his hand.  Perfect.  Okay.  Ready?  Set.  Go!  Go.  Go.  Go.  Go.  Go.  [A volunteer asks, 
“Where are we goin’?”] Go.  C’mon, go.  Go.  Go.  Go.  Go.  Go.  Go. [Volunteer asks again, “Where 
are we goin?”]  Go.  Go.  Alright, stop.  Do you know where we were going?  [Pastor Lee walks over to 
the first two volunteers]  Hey, here's what the deal is, show me this.  Put that up there.  [Volunteers each 
place one hand against the other’s hand.]  Push on it real hard.  No, no.  [Pastor looks at the volunteer 
in the blue shirt and says]  This time I don't want you to push.  What?  [Volunteer in white hoodie says, 
“That’s not fair.”]  What?  That's not fair.  [Laughter]  Innnnteresting.  Go sit down.  Thanks.  Say 
thank you to these guys.  [Applause]  [Pastor Lee walks over to the remaining two volunteers.] You two 
were not gonna get sucked into that, were you?   You weren't sure what to do.  [Volunteer replies, “Not 
at all.”]  Not at all.  Okay.  Go sit down.  Thanks for coming up.  [Applause]   

No seriously, so here's the deal.  There is a natural inclination on all of our 
parts that when we get into that pressure situation to do what?  Push back.  It’s 
just natural.  I said, “Go” and they went.  And if I tell him not to go but the 
other guy to go, it’s like, “That's not fair.”  Is that an illustration of this peace 
issue that we have in our lives?  Is that an illustration of what's going to happen 
at work tomorrow, that's going to happen at home this evening when you're 
trying to get the kids ready and you two don't agree on when they're going to 
bed and who gets crackers before bed and why.  Oh my, and all of a sudden 
someone takes that pressure off and it's like, “Uh.”  It's like they take the fight 
out of it.  And I believe that's exactly what he means when he says hey don't 
avenge.  Take the fight out of it.  And it says when we do so we actually heap 

burning coals on the other person's head.  It makes them think about it.  Have you ever noticed these 
things just ratchet up, ratchet up, ratchet up?  

Push back 
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Hey, you know, I know us adults don't do it, but you see it with the kids.  Oh, my goodness!  You just 
barely bump into it and pretty soon it's a full-on blow:  He did this, she did that, throwing stuff, 
screaming, yelling, and it blows out of proportion.  We think it's inane when it's two little children doing 
that and it really irritates us and we grab them and we separate them and we sit them down.  But when 
it's us adults, “I'm right, and this needs to stop!”  And that's not fair.  And it causes us to step back and 
say, “I need to think about this.”  This text is so huge.  Listen to what it says next.  It says this: 

 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy  

— this person that you're struggling with — 

is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will 
heap burning coals on his head.”  

~ ROMANS 12:20 

You're gonna make him think, “Are you kidding me? You’re taking off the resistance and then you're 
handing me a candy bar?  That's weird.”  “No fair.”  [Gestures thumb up]  That was awesome, by the 
way.  I should have scripted that for you in advance. it couldn't have done that well.  “For by doing so 
you will heap burning coals on his head” — this reminds me of something Jesus said and I think this 
will be so helpful to us.  Back in Matthew Chapter 5 He's preaching a sermon, it's called the Sermon on 
the Mount, and He says this: 

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’  

— So, in other words, in society we've heard that said, and in law and in warfare that makes sense.  We 
even hear that now, you know, they took down one of our drones, we'll take down one of their drones, 
equal response.  And everyone goes, “Yeah, that makes pretty good sense.”  Jesus said, “You have heard 
that it was said,” and then He says, “but I say”— my ears perk up because now it's Jesus saying how to 
handle this.  And so in our home situation, our work situation, listen to what He says.  He says:  

39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let 
him have your cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two 
miles.  

~ MATTHEW 5:38-41 

I heard a story this week about this two miles—if anyone asks you to go one mile, go two miles—that 
was unbelievable.  I didn't understand what Jesus was speaking of.  Evidently in that time, obviously the 
Romans were the occupiers and they were the ones who were hated, they were problematic, they were 

the ones taxing the people and harming them.  And evidently a Roman 
soldier would serve for about 4-7 years and at the end of that time would 
pack up all the stuff they had gathered over those 4-7 years and head back 
for Rome.  But they didn't get a military transport plane, instead they had to 
get themselves home.  And so it was a matter of putting the pack over the 
back and starting walking, but the pack would get heavy so what Rome 
decided to do is they made this law and the law was this:  If a Roman 
soldier sees a boy between the ages of 14 and 17 along his way he can 
conscript that boy to walk exactly one mile carrying his pack so as to give 
him a break.   
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So you imagine, you’re a Roman soldier, you're watching for young boys along the 
way and you're asking them to walk a mile.  The boys, they're very aware that this is 
going to be the case and so they're always having an eye out for a Roman soldier with 
a big pack on their back, and so they're ducking and diving when they see a soldier 
around.  You can imagine a group of boys out playing ball one day in the backyard 
and all of a sudden he feels this tap on the shoulder and he's ticked at his friends 
because they all saw him coming.  [Laughter]  He wondered why they all disappeared, 
why they all ducked and dived, and he's standing there all alone, and all of a sudden 
he is now conscripted to go walk one mile.   

He starts walking that mile and along the way he's carrying this big heavy bag and by 
the time they get to the end of that mile—and believe me, if you have to walk that 
mile you're counting every step.  You know how many steps are in a mile when you're 
in that situation.  And so when he finally gets to almost the last step the Roman 
soldier says you can just lay the bag down there.  I'll grab it and pick it back up and the young boy says, 
“No, I'll go another mile.”  The Roman soldier looks at him and says, “Okay.  That never happened 
before.”  And they start walking and now all of a sudden you just feel sort of almost a kindness and a 
kinship, and so he says, “Tell me about your parents.  Do you have a brother?  Do you have a sister?  
How old are they?  Tell me about your school.  What do you want to do someday when you grow up?”   

And they're walking along and about halfway into that second mile there's almost a relationship being 
built.  What started out being sort of [knocks his fists together] like this, now all of sudden there's 
connection.  About halfway through this second mile the soldier looks over to the little boy and says, 
“Why did you walk a second mile?  You know you only have to walk one mile.  Why'd you do that?”  
The little boy looks at him and says, “I heard a teacher and the teacher said if you're asked to go one 
mile, go two.”  You can imagine that Roman soldier looking at him, “No one says this.  What else did 
that teacher say?  I want to know more.”  And he says, “Oh, He did this whole sermon right there on the 
mount.  Let me tell you more.” 

Notice the tension in the room has just dropped and the mentality and the thought process has just 
changed?  And I just wonder how many of us in our life it's just our first impulse, we've been pushing at 
work, at home, with the kids, with our parents, with the neighbor.  No wonder we have stomach 
problems.  No wonder we have high blood pressure.  No wonder we are starting to show lines of aging.  
No wonder we are like a forest that just needs a spark because it's so dry to catch on fire, and every little 
thing lights us up.  And I just wonder what would it take us to step back and say, “Yeah, Jesus.  Yeah, I 
want to figure this out your way.” 

And I want to invite you into that.  I hope I invite you into our conversation on this, and I hope I invite 
you into the peace of God.  I hope I caused you to go look at these texts again.  I mean at the end of that 
passage, the last phrase in Chapter 12 says this: 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

~ ROMANS 12:21 

Let's go a second mile.  Let me pray with you.  Maybe I could ask the guys at the lighting board to just 
dim the lights right now, I want it to go real dark in here right now.  I want to pray for some of you in 
this room who are—that arm is up and pushed at full tension all the time and there's someone you've 
been at tension with, there's something that you’re at tension with right now, and you just need the grace 
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of God in your life because the two-mile thing sounds cool but it's eluding you right now how in the 
world you could do that.  You just need – you realize at the end of the day you need God's help on this.   

So I'm gonna ask you to do something.  I want to pray for you, we know where to come, that's why 
you've come here today.  We've come before the throne of God and we've come to His Book, we've 
heard what it's had to say, we now understand the principles of the Word of God, but we're going, 
“Okay, how?”  I need your help, God, I know we can't do this alone.  And I just want to invite you, if 
you're that person out there today, and I think there's probably a lot of us that are in that pressure tension 
cooker somewhere in our world and you just want to be prayed over, would you just stand up right 
where you're at right now quickly—that's why I turned the lights down—I just want you to be able to be 
alone in this room doing that.  I don't want—it's not about people looking at you—it's about you just 
boldly standing up, standing up all over this room, and I'm just gonna pray over you right now.  

Lord Jesus,  

The tension has built and we're so tired of it.  We're just as much part of it but we don't know 
where we're a part of it, we don't know how to get out of it.  And we felt like we knew what was 
right coming in here today and we're just torn up over this.  Jesus, we want your help, so I pray 
over each person in this room and especially those who have been bold enough to stand up to lift 
up their hands to You and go, ‘God, help me.  We know that You have promised that you will 
answer our prayers and that your wisdom is peaceable and You've said if You lack wisdom, ask. 
And so we ask You for wisdom right now.  We need your wisdom of peace.  We've heard your 
Word, we're going to try to apply it.  And I pray that your wisdom would fall upon each who are 
asking for it right now and that that peaceable wisdom would just cross over this room, that this 
would become a place of peace. 

It's in the Name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

 Calvary Fellowship website:  https://www.cfdowningtown.com/watch 
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 Facebook – 930AM:  https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/2529931327252867/  
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