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We’re in a series called ROWS TO CIRCLES because 
the concept is this:  Our understanding of 
“Church” oftentimes finds us in a row, and what 
we want to talk to you about is how do we get to 
a circle?  How do we break that row down into 
something that is not just a big group of 
something smaller because here’s the deal—

Church by its very definition is never done alone.  
We’ve gotten confused because we see church buildings and call it church.  Or we come to a church and 
it’s an event and we call that church.  Or we pick an hour to come to and that hour for us is church.  
We’ve even listened to people who like to say, “Well, church for me is up on a mountain all alone 
meditating”—and we call that church.  But Church was never meant to be done alone.   

Church is a group of redeemed people; people who have responded to the cross 
of Jesus, who have put their trust in Jesus alone; a group of redeemed people 
gathering together, connected to each other because of Jesus.  In 1st 
Corinthians, and I hope you have your Bibles along with you.  If you don’t, 
pull up the Bible on your phone, there are Bibles on the tables in the back, you 
can grab one and make it your own.  We want you to be reading your Bible.  
This passage in 1st Corinthians 12 is where I’d love for you to turn, and if you 
go to the beginning of your New Testament there at Matthew, just start going 
right and you’ll hit 1st Corinthians.  In 1st Corinthians the Apostle Paul is writing to a Church and he’s 
talking about this called spiritual gifts, and the real simple piece of that is that when we put our trust in 
Jesus He gave us a gift to serve the Church with, and He empowered us with that and He wants us to use 
it.  And so the Apostle Paul is talking about that gift and using that gift.  And in chapter 12, verse 12, it 
says this: 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12 

Paul steps out and he uses an illustration to try to explain the concept that what he’s going to try to 
explain by using our body as an illustration, and it’s a very simple illustration but it transcends time and 
peoples.  It is this:  Our bodies, one body, just a gazillion parts all working together perfectly all the time 
to make this body work.  And he says this body is unified in all of its actions even though it has many 
different parts.  And he uses that illustration to describe the Church—many people, many individuals, 
part of one body called the Church, unified, even though we’re extremely diverse.  Paul says he wants us 
as radically different people to come together in unity.  The question is this:  How do you pull a bunch 
of random people that have come into this place together, how do you pull them together in unity?  Or 
let’s go even bigger because when he talks about the Church—this would be the Church local—but this 
Church includes all of those who would confess faith in Jesus Christ throughout the world today.  So 
anyone who falls under the cross, who trusts Jesus alone for their salvation, would be considered the 
Church.  Not only those people but all those who have lived before us that have put their trust in Jesus 
Christ, and all those who will live after us who put their faith in Jesus Christ.  Talk about a random 
group of people!   

Jesus in John 17 prays I pray, God, that they would be one as we are one, and He speaks there of the 
Trinity.  I pray that they, the Church, both local and universal, crossing/transcending time and space, 
that we would be one.  You ask the question:  How does that happen?  I bet you there are things that I 
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could say today in this room that would have us so divided in minutes that we’d be just going nuts in 
this place.  Am I correct?  Because we’re radically different people; we come from so many different 
backgrounds and belief systems that the only thing that we center around and join together here is Jesus.  
That’s why we’re always saying “Christ First,” Church; we want to center around and unify around 
Jesus alone.  Even there we recognize, so we’re able to come together as a family or able to join together 
and you put all of these different people in the room to come together and you say, “How can you pull 
all of us together when you can’t even pull your own families together?”  Probably very few of us in this 
room that could say, “Yeah, I’ve got the perfect family.”  You got a perfect family out there?  [He 
surveys the audience.]  We’ve got one, two, thank you.  I mean, what we’re saying is like no one in my 
family has a problem, we’re not divided in any way, we haven’t said any harsh words to each other, we 
don’t have any disagreements going on at this moment.  I mean, so that’s just your blood relatives, I 
mean, you’ve grown up together, you’ve lived together, you’ve done life together so you sort of know 
what to expect together and it’s hard.  Imagine putting the people in this room together and going, “How 
can you do that?”   

And then this very next verse, verse 13, it says this: 

13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:13 

Earlier on in this chapter when it talks about the different gifts of the Spirit, the Bible is saying [he 
randomly points around the audience] you were given a gift, you were given a gift, and then it says but 
the same Spirit gives that gift.  And it keeps on saying the same Spirit, the same Spirit, and then here he 
says we are unified together by the Spirit of God.  The Spirit of God who brings us together.  It’s the 
Spirit of God that will pull all of us, such random people together in this place today.  He uses the phrase 
here in verse 13, “in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body”—he’s not talking about water 
baptism.   

He’s talking about what happens the moment we put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  His Holy Spirit 
comes into our lives to empower us, to give us the ability to live our lives the way He wants us to live.  
It’s the absolute most amazing thing that we radically change at the time of salvation because God's 
Spirit is now living within us.  It’s the thing that if you’re living in here today and you have never put 
your faith and trust in Jesus Christ—that’s why I say do it today because can you imagine having the 
power of God residing and living inside of you?  And what he says here it is only that power of God that 
brings unity.  It is only that power of God working in you that can build a relationship with you and you 
and you no matter where you come from, what your background is or how different it is.  So the Spirit 
of God transforms us from the inside out and there is no other way for such a diverse group of people to 
actually, truly love each other.  Look at verse 14, it says: 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many.  

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:14 

And then it begins to give those talks about the foot and the eye and the ear and it begins to talk about 
these different parts.  Here’s the thing that I want you to think about for a moment:  Think about your 
body, how absolutely amazingly put together it is.  The psalmist says “fearfully and wonderfully 
made.”1  Imagine everything that is happening inside of you at this very moment to keep you alive.  We 

                                                 
1  For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.   

~ PSALM 139:13-14 



08.19.2018 | ROWS TO CIRCLES | Week 2 
 

 

 

 – 3 – 

can’t see most of those transactions that are going on, but if they stopped happening at this moment 
you’d stop living.  What he wants to say here is try to grab for us a picture of a body that has just tons 
and tons of different parts, parts that we’ve never even heard of, parts that we’ve never studied, probably 

a couple of you have but 
I haven’t.  We could 
probably name some of 
them like he does here 
that are very visible, a 
foot, an ear, an eye, and 
a lot of those parts you 
have never seen and they 
are hidden.  And yet they 
are absolutely crucial 
and critical to this 
physical body working 
well together.   

What he’s going to try to 
explain here is that all of those parts are crucial in the Church.  So if you look at as many people that are 
in this room right now or as came here to this place today, every one of us is a part in the Body of Christ, 
this group gathering together, all of you are an absolute significant part of that body.  Without you, we 
are in trouble.  So you take off a part of your body; say I lose my hand today, I’m used to—I mean, I’ve 
been gesturing with it, I’ve been turning pages with it, and all of a sudden you take that off, you don’t 
have it anymore, all of a sudden it changes my day-to-day activity.  It’s not the same trying to operate 
without that.  That’s what it’s like when one person in this group, any one person says, “I’m out,” or 
“I’m going to sit this one out” – or – “I’m not going to be involved this week” – or – “I’m not going to 
be involved this year.  I’m just not in that mode right now.”  The Apostle Paul says there is something 
incredibly special that God has created that He has pulled us all together in this room to be, to be this 
thing called the Body of Christ. 

I love how he says, listen, you can’t just have the ear say to the rest of the body, “I have no need of 
you.”  Imagine, imagine if you just had an ear sitting in this room right now, just right down here in the 
front row.  You’d all be fixated on it, this big, huge ear sitting there.  [Laughter]  It’d be sort of like 
freaky to see that ear come walking in and everything’s about that ear.  Unfortunately, when we make 
Church about an event, it’s sort of like that.  We just say there’s one little thing that’s important, maybe 
it’s the preacher, maybe it’s the singer, and we say, “That is church to me.”  And the Scripture says no, 
that’s not Church; that’s a piece of the whole.  The Church is all of us being part of this thing that God 
has called us into. 

So as a Christ First Church we are extremely diverse, many different parts doing many different things 
and the moment one of those parts is not being used or is not active we have a problem.  So think about 
that for a moment.  I have often thought to myself, I think it would be easier to lay on my side at night 
and sleep if I could just take my arm off right about here [he grabs his shoulder-arm joint] [Laughter] 
and lay it on my nightstand at night, and then I could lay on my side so much more comfortably and not 
trying to do this [gestures maneuvering his arm] trying to figure out where it is and where to put my 
pillow.com and all that sort of stuff.  [Laughter]   

But here’s the deal, this text tells me that all parts are needed and I can’t just randomly remove parts.  In 
fact, the thought process is this:  If I could randomly remove a part, lay this off to the side, the moment 
this arm is removed what happens to it?  It dies.  We hear it all the time, “I’m just taking a little break 
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from church.”  Okay, so really what that means is “I’m taking a little break from an organization,” “I’m 
taking a little break from going to a place,”—again, that’s not Church.  I’m taking a break from being 
part of the Body?  Or my arm goes, “Yeah, I think we’re just gonna check out for a little while.”  So 
now all of a sudden this arm that has been very busy during this time decides to go limp and just do this 
number [drops his arm to his side and hangs limp], now everything has to be done with this arm 
[gestures with other arm].  It’s not a good scene, and you’ve seen that happen in a Body.  It’s not a good 
place to be.   

Every part is extremely needed.  If you choose as part of the Body joined together under Christ to say, 
“I’m out,” you’re going to wither up and die.  And so many people get into that mode and say, “I just 
don’t feel the same,”  “I don’t feel close to God,” “I don’t feel close to the Lord,” and “No one’s called,” 
and all of a sudden you feel very separated and pretty soon you just sort of are no longer an active part.  

There’s a place in this text here if you look down to verse 21— 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, 
“I have no need of you.” 

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:21 

—it’s talking about, you know, saying, “Hey, I’ve no need of you,” different parts, like, maybe my eyes 
are way more important than my hands and so the eye says, “I don’t need you.”  And then he goes into 
this clarification that I think is really cool.  Verse 22 he says: 

22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:22 

I want you to think about that for a moment and let’s think of these parts of the Body understanding 
them as a person in this room.  So if you think about it a moment, you meet someone in this room and 
you find out what their profession is and all of a sudden you go, “Oh, wow!  We really need you.  
You’re really important here” — for any number of reasons.  Maybe the person’s really smart or they’re 
really bright or they come with some sort of talents or gift and you go, “Oh, wow!  We really need you!”  
Then you meet someone and you say, “Uhm, boy, I’m not sure where they fit in.”   

Or maybe I should reverse this a little bit and you put yourself in that situation because I talk to people 
all the time, “I wish I could do something that mattered, but I don’t…” this and I don’t that and I’m not 
this, I’m not that, and so you begin to sort of self-deprecate and say, “I’m just not there.  I’m not that 
person.”  There are people in this room right now saying, you know, I get it all the time, it’s like, “Well, 
there are money people.  They’re sort of more important.”  No.  “I can’t really do a small group in my 
home because our home’s not that nice, we don’t really have that much furniture.”  Go up to a bunch of 
our classrooms today, they’re sitting on the floor and it’s not because we can’t find chairs, it’s cool to sit 
on the floor.  It’s fun to sit on the floor.  There’s more unity sitting on the floor.  And people say to me, 
“Well, you know, I’m not real smart, so I, you know, I sense smart people fit in here.”  Or “I don’t know 
my Bible all that well so I think if I got in that situation I may feel a little bit uncomfortable.”  Here’s a 
good one, so current these days and all, “I don’t have a very good EQ2.”   

Listen to what my Bible says:  the parts of the body that seem weaker are actually indispensable.  I beg 
of you to hear that because I think there are some of you who have not jumped in, you’re not in a small 

                                                 
2  EQ is Emotional Quotient or Emotional Intelligence — defined as an individual's ability to identify, evaluate, control, and express 

emotions.  People with high EQ usually make great leaders and team players because of their ability to understand, empathize, and 
connect with the people around them.  Source:  Retrieved from https://www.diffen.com/difference/EQ_vs_IQ  
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group because you feel like, “I’m awkward in social situations.”  You’re not serving because you’re 
like, “Uh, it’s not my deal and they wouldn’t need me, and I probably wouldn’t be very good at that.”  It 
says the parts of the body that are weaker are absolutely indispensable.   

He goes on to say: 

23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater 
honor,  

— and then he says there are other parts that just really are unmentionable and we can’t even show 
those — 

and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more 
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater 
honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one another. 

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:23-25 

I’ll use my big toe as an example.  It’s ugly, it’s big, and it’s smelly, [Laughter] and as 
a result I don’t wear flip-flops while I’m preaching because you’d all be staring at my 
feet.  [Laughter]  I’d freak you out.  So what do we do?  We put a sock over it.  Paul 
says using basically that kind of illustration you want to live without a big toe?  You 
want to talk about changing everything about your life, chop that big toe off—
DON’T DO IT!  Don’t try that at home.  It’s a bad thing.  We need the big toe.  You 

go, “Uhm, I’m the big toe of this Church.  I’m smelly and they’re ugly.”  He says you, 
actually, we’ve got to give you more honor.  Yeah, we might throw a sock on you.  That’s 

what he says here, some parts of the body need to be covered up.  We get that.  We could give bigger 
illustrations of that, we’ll stick with the big toe.  You might be in that spot in here—we need you.  There 
is a place for you here.  We need each other.  I am convinced that what he’s saying here is we need 
100% of the parts. 

Let me tell you as one who’s never had anything removed from my body, never had 
a surgery, never had something removed—I’m glad.  I’m working on all the original 
parts [Laughter] and I need them all.  And those of you who have had an amputation 
or an organ removed, you’ll be the first one to tell us, “Yeah, it’s hard.  I’m limping 
along in certain ways and certain areas.”  Those of you who have lost a kidney 
realize, I can’t lose another one.  This is bad.  Paul is using this picture to make it 
very clear:  I don’t care who you are, you’re part of the Body, you’re redeemed by 
Jesus, you are needed to be part of this here.  And it is our job with each other to 
figure out how do we do that?  How do we join together?  I really want to invite you 
to jump in.  

I’ll tell you one of the most frustrating statements I hear from time to time, “Well, you know, this church 
has always been known as being cliquey.”  Well, whose fault is that?  Let’s stop that.  And some people 
are like, “I don’t get into a small group because it just turns into a clique.”  Nah, nah, nah, nah, nah.  
Let’s stop that.  We have a way of just throwing words out and by throwing out those words we define 
things and that gives us an excuse to step out.  That’s all that is.  We as a Church need to define the 
Church as what it is—it’s all of us.  And we all need to jump in and we all need to be a part, and I want 
to invite you in.  And if you haven’t been in because maybe someone said something stupid to you once, 
or you just have that script going on in your head, or you maybe just didn’t know how to get in, we need 
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each other and we need you.  And if God has brought you in here, He has brought you in here for a 
reason, and if we don’t include you we are at a huge disadvantage today. 

If you meet someone here and you can tell they would never feel like they are good enough to serve here 
or they would never feel like they could step into something, grab their hand and draw them in because 
God wants every one of us engaged here and be part of us. 

Verse 26: 

26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

~ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:26-27 

Can you imagine if we got to that place?  So you’re involved in serving in the 
kitchen and you’re in there cutting bagels all Sunday morning with the same 
group of people every week—guess what?  You’re getting to know each 
other, you’re caring about each other, you build that camaraderie and that 
closeness—when life happens, you’re there for each other.  You jump into a 
group of people that are in a home meeting during the week and you’re 
studying the Bible together.  You get to know each other, you’re doing life 

together, you’re calling each other, you’re texting each other, you’re connecting.  
When great things happen, everyone’s throwing a party.  And when the tough things 
happen, they’re all surrounding you and strengthening you.  That’s what I want.  
That’s what you want.  That’s what we need.  We’re serving together, we’re serving 
each other, they’re serving us, we’re caring for each other.  So when one member 
suffers, we all suffer. 

I want to introduce you to someone who will sort of help us to think this through.  Uhm, Derek, run up 
here real quick.  I want you to meet Derek Brightman [phonetic spelling] [Applause].  Derek and his 
dear wife, that I call “Dr. Danine” [phonetic spelling] because she’s a professor and a 
doctor at Immaculata University, they are an incredible part of our Church.  
You’ve been here for about how long? 

Derek:   About two years. 

Lee: About two years and when I first met Dr. Danine, as I call her, uhm, 
you weren’t with her. 

Derek: No, I was not. 

Lee: Why not?  It was like she was at one of these new people events and 
checking us out but you weren’t there.  Why weren’t you there? 

Derek: You know, I was mourning leaving D.C.  Right?  I just kind of found my niche in that area and 
I just started kind of plugging in there and we moved here for Danine’s amazing opportunity.   

Lee: So her job trans—so she gets a job opportunity, you moved to that, but you’re not at that 
moment digging it. 

Derek: Not at the moment, no. 

[Lee laughs] 

Lee: Did you have a bad attitude? 

Derek: I wouldn’t say a bad attitude.  I was just, uh, the nice way to put it I was in mourning. 
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Lee: You were in mourning.  That’s fair.  That’s fair.  And I bring that out because I know a lot of 
people here connect with that, because I think it’s important for us all when we’re thinking 
through this to understand all of our different emotions on this type of thing because we’re all 
coming at things from a different place and different needs in life.  So, in the course of time, 
you end up coming here.  What finally drew you in? 

Derek: Well, uhm, I definitely need to be part of Church and I really value that, so at some point I was 
definitely going to have to go and I figured why not go to where my beautiful wife’s already 
attending?  And I really started plugging in with the basketball group on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  They play every week around lunch time and so, again, with those guys was really 
helpful, too. 

Lee: And so you just begin building some relationships there and that got you coming here? 

Derek: Yeah, that and small groups shortly after that. 

Lee: And you got dialed in with them and built some friendships and relationships.  And I just think 
that’s so important because a lot of people say, “I don’t have that friendship.  I don’t have that 
relationship,” but when all of a sudden you get into a home or into a group it connects you. 

 Uhm, you about, what is it, about 3-4 months ago went through sort of a 1-2 punch where one 
horrific thing happened followed by another horrific thing and I thought for the sake of, it’s 
still pretty raw with you guys so I didn’t want to, you know, go through that today in here, 
maybe another day we’ll feel comfortable to have that conversation, but you guys went through 
two Bam! Bam! and what I heard from you was just how the Church responded.  Can you talk 
a little about that? 

Derek: Sure.  So, uh, one of the things, well, there were two things.  One of the things was medical in 
nature and we were in a hospital room with, you know, together with my wife we were in a 
hospital room and there were people that stayed with us for hours.  People came, they cried 
with us, they sat with us, they laughed with us when, you know, we were, you know, during a 
comic relief moment, and just kind of embraced us during that time.  Once we left the hospital 
we were actually in-between places.  We wouldn’t move into our apartment for about another 
4½ weeks or so, or probably like 6 weeks or so, and there were so many people who were just 
right there with us inviting us into their homes, multiple families who were happy to have us 
and we stayed with friends that entire time.  We didn’t, you know, we didn’t stay in a hotel that 
entire time frame.  Uh, you know, people brought meals for us even as we were staying with 
other families as we were recovering and everything, so just deeply embraced by various 
members and various groups that we’re a part of and even some people that we didn’t know. 

Lee: So Derek, this is the Church Body coming in around you; somehow they had become 
connected with you.  What kinds of things happened that created that kind of connection 
because you said, I think you said you’ve only been coming here probably less than two years. 

Derek: I think I always credit first just blessings undeserved, but the big thing that we did that is 
relevant is I think we were just consistently in fellowship with our friends that we met here.  
You know, we’re always playing board games at somebody’s house or eating with people or 
just texting or calling to see how somebody’s doing.  Uh, you know, we try as best as we can to 
be there for others, you know, whether it’s helping somebody move or something of that 
nature.  So, I think we just kind of invested and built those relationships over time. 

Lee: And you told me you’re like always the last person to leave here on a Sunday morning because 
you’re out there talking to someone in the— 
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Derek: Abso—I was just late coming into this service because I was out there talking to the guys and 
having fun, doing Barack Obama impersonations, all that good stuff.   

[Laughter] 

Lee: So, you have the ability to reach out and is that because you’re sort of an outgoing type of guy?   

Derek: I think so. 

Lee: Okay.  So do you reach out to anyone and everyone, or how does that go? 

Derek: So we try to reach out and just, you know, to anybody and everybody, but we also, of course, 
have an affinity for the people we built, that we kind of built relationships [Over talk] 

Lee: People that you’ve done life with and feeling closer.  

Derek: Yeah. 

Lee: And so you have seen the Body of Christ, all these different parts come together and just pour 
into your life? 

Derek: Absolutely. 

Lee: And it started before that when you loving on them and caring for them before and after the 
service, texting them during the week, and that kind of thing. 

Derek: Correct. 

Lee: How has this experience changed you?  I mean, does that like only amp up that kind of 
behavior going forward because, I mean, you just saw how the Church reached out to you.  I 
mean, does it change how you’re going to be reaching out to the Church going forward? 

Derek: Definitely did.  My wife and I are just thinking through ways of specifically how we can do 
that.  We’re looking to just make more space in our life and just, you know, make sure we’re 
reaching out to people and try to include some new people, too, and those sort of those things.  
With the Newlywed group, for example, they are some new members and one of the things we 
wanted to do with them is to make sure we kind of took them out and showed them a good 
time and showed them that they can have the same thing that we have, so we’re just 
consistently looking and thinking of ways that we can make space for others in our lives. 

Lee: Thank you so much for sharing.  I know that the pain that you went through just a few months 
ago is still very raw and you’re still working through that and the Church has surrounded you 
on that, but thanks for coming up here to share this sort of in the middle of it because it’s very 
current with you and I knew and know that you’re reaching out to people, so I felt like this 
would be an incredible picture of what it looks like, the Church, and not just the same old, 
same old, hey, here’s the one formula because you have a bunch of things going on, you know, 
radically different stuff going on and so thank you, Derek, I appreciate that.  I hope that you all 
reach out to Derek and Danine and love on them and meet them and connect with them and say 
thank you to Derek for coming on up here. 

Derek: Thank you, Pastor Lee.  Thank you. 

[Applause] 

Lee: Awesome. 
 

 

So I just throw this out to you:  Do you have anyone in your life that when life happens you could 
connect with?  One of the things I’ve observed, we get calls from time to time and rightfully so, from 
someone that all of a sudden life has happened, life is crashing in on them and they’re like, you know, I 
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need someone to come and sit with my mother-in-law… and we need someone that can come and 
change the diapers of my kids every morning… and I need someone to bring in meals… and we need a 
place to stay… and we need money… and can people be, like, the Church and come do this for us?  And 
we’re like, “Well, who do you know?”  “I don’t know anyone.”  And all of a sudden it’s really tough 
and there are people that reach out in those moments, it’s pretty amazing that people among this body 
selflessly reach out and care in those moments, but here’s the deal.  When it is so much easier, as Derek 
was just sharing, when they hit their spot in life where life started happening, people were just showing 
up because they had already built those relationships.  They were already an integral part of the Body 
that existed in this place, and so every part of the Body just sprung into action caring for each other. 

This is something that God's Spirit moves in our heart, gives us the willingness and ability to do, but it’s 
also something that we have to as a Church be intentional about and just say, “I’m in.  I want to do that.”  
And I want to invite you today and say will you be in, will you say, “Yes, I’ve never experienced a 
Church like that.  I want that.”  I hear people say, “Well, you’ll never experience it in a place like this.”  
I’ll tell you what, you do and you will, and it’s awesome.  How do we do that?  Well, there’s a whole 
bunch of different ways.  As Derek said, they sort of entered it their way, you know, he told me just 
yesterday, “Aw, I just text people all the time that I meet.”  He said, “That’s just the first thing I do and 
all of a sudden we have a connection.”  But that’s how he does it.  Yours might be different, so yours 
might be louder, yours might be quieter, yours may be more upfront, yours may be one of those parts 
that no one ever sees.  You might be the one with the sock over you but you’re still very active. 

A simple way to help you as a Church, in the chair in front of you is this card, 
I beg of you to reach in front of you and grab one of these cards out of the 
chair.  Basically two sides of it; one is just lots of opportunities to become 
connected because sometimes, you know, everyone gets up afterwards and 
they’re sort of talking about everyone’s running off to pick up their kids and 
you can’t build the relationship you need, so we help you get into a small 
group.  We help you get into a relationship.  For you it might be something 
like Derek, we’ll just connect you with some basketball guys, maybe that’s 
your deal, but maybe you just want to meet in a home.   

The other side is about serving.  One of the things we find is when you get 
together with a group and you’re serving together, it’s one of the most 

enjoyable things and relationship building and glues that you could ever ask for, and so we have a 
number of things listed here that can get involved in in serving.  I promise you there are so many other 
things.  One of the fun things that has been happening as a result of this, we’ve been having people 
marking off these boxes and then when we get to chatting with them and they go, “Well, would you ever 
have a need for this?” or “Could I ever jump in with a group doing this?” and we’re like, “Yes!” because 
that’s what God’s doing in their heart.   

I would invite you, encourage you, implore of you [he laughs], I don’t know, grab one of these cards.  
On the one side it just has a place where you put your name and email and phone number, we will call 
you, we will work with you and try to make this happen and make it happen in an enjoyable, painless 
way and just get you personally, work with you personally, to get you connected.  On the back there’s 
questions, there’s a line to just write questions or just to write something totally different, we’re here for 
you.  Please take this, would you please fill this out and put it in the bucket? 

Last week and I’m probably not round numbers on this, I think we had received over 100 cards and I 
realize there’s a lot of people in here already serving, already in groups, but I’ve only received 100 
cards.  In the weekend we run, you know, 1200 people that come in here.  Here’s what I would love to 
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see; I would love to see a card from everyone because if we’re all parts of the Body, how are we going 
to get in there?  Now, maybe you’re already involved, that’s great.  If you’re already in a group, you’re 
already serving, that’s great.  But I would love to see and hear from all of you this week, so if you’ll take 
that, fill it out, and just a couple check boxes on there, put it in the bucket when we pass the offering. 

In fact, right now we’re going to do that and at the end of each row is the bucket and you can put your 
offering in there, you can put this card in there.  If I just rush this and you didn’t have time to fill out 
your card, hand it to me or one of our pastors afterwards or show up at the office this week and just give 
it to us or call us or email the church, go on the website and email us, whatever it takes.  We want to 
help you and be part of it.  We have the most wonderful pastors and directors here at Calvary that when 
we say we’re going to do something, they like call you, they’re gonna be emailing back and forth, 
whatever’s the best way, and we’ll be helping you get in there.  You won’t fall through the cracks.  So as 
you pass those buckets, let me just say a word of prayer for you. 

Lord Jesus, 

I pray for each person in this room.  A lot of people they get this, but now it’s sort of like, “How 
do I do that?”  And a lot of us are at wit’s end, we don’t need one more thing, and yet we realize, 
“I need to be part of the Body of Christ.”  And so I pray that You’ll show us our role and our 
place and that we wouldn’t shy away from that.   

Lord, even just today before we leave here in a few moments, there’s people in this room that 
need someone to smile at them, someone that needs a hug, someone that needs to be invited into 
the area we serve in and we just go up to them and invite them in.  Lord, I pray that we would be 
that kind of a church and I pray that we would have something here that would be special that 
only comes from You, Jesus. 

And we ask this in Your Name.  Amen. 
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