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Good morning.  How are you guys doing?  How's the weather been?  You guys outside this weekend?  
Yeah?  So I, uh, took my daughters on a walk and my family, it was beautiful.  We saw a tree that led to 
Narnia, if anybody is interested, we found one and we had a magic stick and it went into Narnia and it 
was fun.  And I also helped a friend of my mine move yesterday and you know how you kind of help 
people move and then you find out it’s all refrigerators and, like, so my back is killing me this morning 
so say a prayer for the that.  I was in bed last night looking up thinking man, I can't do what I used to do, 
that is for sure, and I am in pain.   

So that being said, if you have your Bibles, you can turn to Romans 
chapter 3, we're gonna pick up in verse 21 this morning.   My name is 
John Lawley.  I'm one of the pastors here and I get to bring you the 
Word of God this morning.  Romans chapter 3, we’re going to pick it up 
in verse 21, and as you're doing that I just want to welcome you.  If you 
are new with us, thanks for coming, we're glad you're here.  I hope you 
feel loved and welcomed and if you have any questions for us, we'd love 
to help before you leave.  If you don't have a Bible and you're interested, 
there our Bibles actually in the back of this room here and they’re our gift to you, so grab one this 
morning or when you leave and take those home.  We'd love for you to have them.  And we also want to 
welcome everyone on live stream.  We have a lot of people that watch on live stream because they're 
traveling for work or they're homesick and so we just want to say hello to them.   

So Romans chapter 3, verse 21.  Before we read that I want to kind of bring up a story that I read this 
week.  So anybody remember Chris Watts?  Okay.  So let me just– so Chris Watts was a father in 
Colorado, it was a really, uhm, I mean, it had made national news.  So he killed his wife and his unborn 
child and his two little girls in Colorado and he took their bodies and he took his little girls’ bodies and 
put them in an oil drum in some field.  And what made news was the day after a cop came and kind of 
searched through his house and he was with them and he told them that they ran away, that they were 
gone even though the woman's car was in the driveway.  And he later confessed to doing that because he 
had this lady that he wanted to leave his family for and so he killed his family.  And I actually remember 
my wife and I reading that story, you know, what happened and just heartbroken and like angry, like 
man, the justice that needs to come on this man.  And so he did confess and he, you know, he's in jail for 
the rest of his life.   

But then I later read, which is kind of the point of why I bring this up, that a few months into jail he 
found God and I bring that up to say—and let's just be honest, what's your response to that?  I'll tell you 
mine, uhm, no, he needs justice.  Like is it real he found God or, I mean, everyone finds God in prison, 
like what does that mean?  And in my mind I'm thinking okay, well, if you truly found God, like, I 
wrestle with okay, well, God's grace is extended to anyone that He wishes but there's a little bit of like 
justice, man, I want this guy to pay for his sins.  And what about his daughters and his wife?  And so 
there's that wrestling.  Anybody connect with that?  There’s just this wrestling of like justice and grace.  
And as believers it's hard when you look kind of horizontally at the world around you not to kind of 
create a hierarchy of grace.  Does that make sense?  Like, okay, they deserve grace because they've done 
the little things bad, but these people don't deserve grace because what they did was like so horrific that 
they don't deserve grace, and we do this game – Right? – with grace.   

And then sometimes if, like, in this situation, if he really truly found God sometimes the question is:  
God, why would You extend grace to that guy?  Like, he doesn't deserve grace; his wife and his children 
do but he doesn't.  We have this wrestling in our hearts and I bring that up and I just lay that on the table 
just to say we're going to talk about that today.  We're gonna explore that as Paul is going to explore that 
very thing.  How does God operate as both the just and the justifier?  Does it work?  And so if you’d 
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turn with me to Romans chapter 3, just a little background here.  It's really important to understand the 
gospel that Paul sees and the gospel that is true, and I'm just gonna kind of paint a big picture of what we 
as believers, as brothers and sisters in Christ—listen, not everyone in this room is yet, but this is what 
we believe.  And you may have come to church for your whole life and not know this story, that's how 
crazy it is in a North American church sometimes.  Here's the story.   

God, the Trinitarian God, I would imagine from the beginning of creation, before they put the 
foundations of the world together, they met and the Father says to the Son I'm gonna create this world 
and in this world I'm gonna create these beings.  And these beings are gonna be like us, they’re going to 
be image bearers.  They’re gonna be able to create and do work and they're gonna rebel against us.  And 
in that rebellion I'm gonna send You, the Son, into the world to redeem mankind and we're going to take 
this redeemed humanity and they're gonna be presented as the Bride of Christ.  And we are part of this 
beautiful story of the Son taking the Bride and bringing it back to the Father and saying, “This is for 
your glory.”  And so the Father is glorifying the Spirit and 
glorifying the Son and there's this beautiful relationship that 
the point of that is that we are not the main characters in; that 
we're redeemed people but the Gospel is about the glory of 
God more than a redemption of man.   

So Paul is going to make a pivot from the early verses of chapter 3 where he talks about how man is 
saved and he's gonna say listen, but salvation is actually more about the glory of God; and the cross is 
more about the glory of God than it is about the redemption of man.  And that's a radical truth that 
sometimes we're blind to, and Paul's gonna flesh this out in the midst of the grace that the Pharisees that 
he's talking to do not understand.   And he's gonna unleash this kind of picture of grace and he's gonna 
change the narrative forever of what grace is and how we are to see it.   

And so context here, Paul's talking to the Pharisees.  The Pharisees at that time, this form of Judaism, 
they hated grace.  And you’re thinking how does somebody hate grace?  They hated grace because they 
looked around and they saw the injustices of the world and they saw that God didn't seem to care about 
them.  What they thought was that God actually cared about the presentation of holiness.  God cared 
about their own righteousness and how much righteousness they could live by to present to God.  That's 
why they bragged about fasting and they bragged about all these things, tithing, because they thought 
God isn't interested in grace, He's interested in righteousness.  That's why, again, when Jesus interacts 
with the tax collectors and sinners the Pharisees are what?  They're annoyed.  And I think if you are God 
you wouldn't interact with these people because they aren’t interested in them, they're interested in us, 
the “right living” type people.  So this is the audience that Paul is talking to and he knows it and here's 
what he says, verse 27: 

27 Then what becomes of our boasting?  

— is the question — 

It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For 
we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  

~ ROMANS 3:27-28 

So they’re arguing what role does the law play in salvation.  And Paul’s arguing here and he just 
basically says hey, listen, remember this no one deserves grace.  Like, that's so powerful in the midst of 
people who think that God deserves righteousness.  He says listen, no one deserves grace; he says, but 
also recognize that there's nothing that you can do, there's no sin great enough to not have grace cover it.  
So he's blowing up this notion that God desires righteousness by saying there's no one right, but he's also 
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saying it's faith that has always saved, it has never been different.  It has never been our righteousness 
that saves us ever, even in the Old Testament, and he's gonna get into it. 

And so Paul's bringing out this beautiful picture of grace and he says listen, if you understand grace for 
what it is—and this is gonna be our goal this morning—no one can boast.  It's when we look at grace 
through the eyes of the people around us horizontal and say, “Okay, I'm more deserving of God's love 
than this guy is because of what he's done.”  It's easy to say that grace is deserved over somebody else, 
but Paul is saying but when you look at God and His glory and His perfection, the reality is when we see 
grace this way no one deserves it.  And so who can claim to be more deserving of grace than somebody 
else in the midst of who God is and who we are?  And so he says the truth is is that the Gospel is about 
God's law being violated, God's plan to redeem it, and God's glory being the sole purpose.  The Gospel’s 
about God, God, and God, and that's a humbling thing when you think (at that time) it's about you.  
Because when you think the Gospel’s about you, you start comparing things to your own lordship and 
your own preferences and listen, your justice—that is not God's.  So he says remember, God's justice is 
greater than ours.   

And I use this story a lot when I talk to teenagers about grace because I just think it’s, it's not a perfect 
story, but I think it really does a good job of kind of pulling out this idea that grace is more than what we 
think it is.  So anybody ever saw the musical Les Mis?  Do you know what I’m talking about?  Okay.  In 
the beginning the story there's a very famous scene; so the main character is kind of a thief and he's 
broken and he's kind of a loser and he breaks into this priest’s house and he steals the silverware and 
then he leaves.  And eventually the police catches him and brings him back to the priest and there's this 
famous kind of interaction where the police says, “Hey, did this man still this silverware from you?”  
And the priest turns and says, “No, I gave him that silverware.”  And he goes and he gets the rest of the 
silverware in a drawer.  Remember this?  Some of you don't see it.  And he puts it in a bag and he gives 
it to [him] and the police leave, and he basically says, “Listen, I've rescued you from you.”  Like, he's 
like, “You’re no longer a thief.  From this day on you are different.”  And he kind of sets this vision for 
the future.   

And the story is really how this man kind of walks into that and becomes like a high integrity character 
man and kind of lives, uhm, and so it's just radical act of grace that kind of sets in motion a different life.  
And the reason I use that example is because what we don't understand often about grace is justice, 
which is sometimes where we have a problem with.  Justice in that situation would have been the priest 
saying to the thief, “Yes, you stole that silverware from me.  And yes, you deserve jail.”  Mercy would 
have been, “Yes, you stole that silverware from me and I forgive you.”  But grace is, “Yeah, you stole 
that silverware from me, but I'm gonna give you something you don't deserve.  I'm gonna set you free 
from you.”  Do you see the difference?  Grace is so much more than justice or mercy.  It's more.   

And if you think our God operates on justice you are right because there is not a sin that has ever been 
committed that won't go unpunished.  He is just but He also is filled with mercy and grace and we need 
to understand that; to understand how we relate to Him.  If not, we're gonna spend our whole life trying 
to be good enough knowing that we've already been rescued from us.  So this is what grace is and this is 
what Paul is saying.   

I think of the story in Luke chapter 23.  Jesus is on the cross, remember this story?  And he sits on the 
cross and the thief next to him looks over and he tells Jesus, he basically pleads with Jesus, and he says, 
“Remember me,” and so he's confessing and he's saying Father, like, remember me.  And Jesus turns 
and what does He say?  Does He say you're too late?  Does He say hey, you gotta pray these prayers 
first?  Hey, you gotta give this amount of money to the church first?  Does He say that?  What does He 
say?  He says your sins are forgiven.  Boom!  Just like that.  He says - what?  “Today you will be with 
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Me.”  So what do we see in that?  Man, we miss this.  What do we see in that?  We see a thief who we 
know stole, but I would argue probably far greater sins in his life, but we see him turn to Jesus, ask for 
forgiveness, and it didn't take time, it was boom!  You are forgiven.1  And all the sins of that man was 
absorbed through the eternal being of Jesus who was bigger than anything we could bring to the table.  
His grace is bigger than any sins that we're gonna bring to the table.  And in that moment he was right 
with God.  That is grace.  That is forgiveness.  And that is also just.  Why?  Because God is the justifier 
and He sees fit to forgive and to justify who He pleases.  He did not turn to that criminal and say you are 
not worthy; He says you are forgiven.  We are the ones who struggle with that, don't we?   Is he worthy?  
But we are not the justifier.  

I think of another story, Peter in chapter 2, 1st Peter chapter 2, he talks about this idea of judgment.  And 
he says2 entrusting ourselves to Him who judges justly.  Peter is reminding people that God is a just 
judge and that in His justice no one gets away with anything.  But he says, Paul says in Romans 12, 
“Vengeance is mine,” this is what God says, “I will repay, says the Lord.”3  And so it's right to care 
about some things in the world that we see as unjust, but it’s also needed to say, “God, You are faithful 
in providing justice.”  And I can trust that.   

Like right now this morning I turned my phone on and I just read this article, and it was a secular 
research but it was basically talking about Christian persecution all over the world.  And do you know 
that Christians have been persecuted right now more than at any time in human history?  Did you know 
that?  As we sit comfortable?  Like, millions, church.  And by the time I'm done with this sermon 
fourteen believers in Jesus their lives have been taken.  But God is still just and He's still good amidst 
the persecution.  But the point of that story is the false gospel that's being presented in some of the books 
that you read in the bookstore is this idea that if you follow Jesus, by following Jesus everything in your 
life will be good.  You'll get that job, you’ll get that promotion, you'll be healthy and happy.  And man, 
that is so—look at me—that is so against the gospel of grace.  And do you know why?  Because the 
gospel of grace is better than that.   

Here's what the gospel of grace says.  The gospel says 
that in the midst of you losing your job, in the midst 
of you getting fired from your job, being sick of 
cancer, losing loved ones, being persecuted, being 
killed for your faith, in the midst of all of that you 
have Christ and He's enough.  That this grace that 
you're under creates a joy without circumstances 
being relevant to that joy.  That's powerful.  And He 
doesn't promise, nowhere in Scripture does it promise 
a great, perfect life without pain, but it does promise joy in Christ Jesus, hope in Christ Jesus.   
Like I always think of Paul and I always think like Paul is so radically under grace.  Paul understood 
how much he was forgiven.  Hey, look at me, because this is huge for people who are struggling with 
depression or anxiety or self-hatred, look at me:  Paul understood how much he was forgiven.  Paul 
killed believers and he was forgiven greatly to the point where he was so under grace that you couldn’t 
touch Paul.  Like, think about Paul at the end when he's writing these things.   

                                                 
1  One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  But the other rebuked 

him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving 
the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.”  And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  ~ LUKE 23:39-43 

2  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 
judges justly.  ~ 1 PETER 2:23 

3 “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  ~ ROMANS 12:19b 
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Could you touch Paul?  Could circumstances touch Paul?  No.  Why?  Because he was under grace.  
This is what we are given as believers.  We're not given a God who says you need to be righteous and 
live moral in order that I love you; it's I love you, now walk in righteousness and humility because you 
are loved.  This is the grace that the people that Paul's talking to did not understand, did not understand. 

Listen to what he says in verse 29: 

29 Or is God the God of Jews only?  Is he not the God of Gentiles also?  Yes, of Gentiles 
also,30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith.   

~ ROMANS 3:29-30 

So Paul is saying that God has always justified this way.  This is really important because as Paul's 
arguing he says look at the Old Testament, God has always justified by faith.  And so what he's saying 
there is how does God look over the injustice of the world?  Paul says He doesn't.  That in the Old 
Testament when there was injustice there was there was judgment but God withheld His judgment by 

Paul, we’re gonna throw you into prison. 

N-n-no, we’re gonna throw you into 
prison. 

Okay. 

All right. Well, I’ll just save the guards 
and we’ll start worshipping Jesus. 

Paul, we’re gonna KILL you! 

Great.  To live is Christ, to die is gain.  
That’s great.  Can we do it quick? 

Well, we’re not gonna kill you.  We’re 
gonna put you on an island and you’re 
gonna get bit by a poisonous snake and 
you’re just gonna be miserable. Great.  I’m not gonna be miserable 

because I’m in Christ Jesus.  This is an 
opportunity.  Hey, I get to pray. 

We’ll throw you in jail. 

Good. I’m just gonna write letters of 
hope. 
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looking at the cross saying Jesus is the payment for that judgment.  So what he's saying is is that every 
act of sin is going to be paid for, but God withholds His judgment because of the cross.  Meaning that 
Moses was saved by faith, by grace.  Abraham was saved by grace.  But these men looked towards the 
cross, looked towards Jesus as their salvation, as their hope, just as you and I do.  And so he's arguing, 
listen, God has always operated through faith—always—and He doesn't overlook sin, He just looks at 
the cross.  He looks at the cross and He says this is my judgment satisfied for those who put their faith in 
it.   

But beyond that there's this generosity that God has towards those that are broken that we tend to forget 
about.  Like I think of this story in Matthew chapter 20, verses 13-16.  There's this passage where Jesus 
is telling a parable about a farmer and He's saying that there are these people that are hired for a day and 
they were working and they had a day wage.  And then there was others that came just for the evening, 
you guys remember this?  And they were paid the same wage as the people that worked throughout the 
day, and the people that had worked throughout the day turned to the farmer and said, “Listen, this is 
unjust.  Why give the same amount of pay to people that didn’t work as long as us?”  And the farmer—
and this is Jesus bringing out this idea of how He justifies—he says, “Listen, I choose that which 
belongs to me.”  He also says in his parable, “I am doing you no wrong.”  What is He saying there?  
What is He teaching us?  He's saying listen, I am the one who gives grace out and I determine where 
grace is given, and by giving grace to somebody that you may not think deserves it, don't forget that I 
also gave it to you and you don't deserve it either.   

That when we look, like, man, this is something that I didn't get till I was older.  When you think you 
deserve salvation you won't worship God the way that He deserves to be worshiped.  Like, there's this 
beautiful balance of you need to understand that you were unworthy of God.  Like, He has no need for 
wretched sinners, so it's a gift undeserved.  Like, Bishop T.D. Jakes has this illustration that I love.  He 
says understand grace this way.  Let's say you have a person that has a boat and he's on the boat and the 
boat is sinking and it's about ten feet away from the shore and they are in desperate need of saving.  And 
then imagine a person that has a boat and they're there a mile offshore and they're also sinking.  And 
then he uses this illustration, he says, so compare this person that's ten feet from shore as a person that 
maybe grew up in the church, grew up under this kind of moralistic lifestyle that they've been taught, 
and they understand about the Gospel, they understand about Jesus [INAUDIBLE 0:13:39.4] about Heaven, 
but they don't have a relationship with Jesus and they're not under grace.  They're still worshiping 
themselves.  They're still trying to be good enough, and they still try to think that God deserves this kind 
of perfected behavior and that's their faith.  And he says but they're close to Heaven because they look 
like they're righteous.   

And then there's another person that's a mile off and that person didn't grow up in church and they are a 
murderer and they're adulterous and they're wicked and they're evil in their life and how they lived their 
life and they're so far from righteousness.  And the point of his illustration is this:  Both need Jesus or 
they drown.  That you cannot say that you are more deserving than the person farther away from God 
because both of you will drown without His grace, and that should set humility into your hearts.  I mean, 
just because I know more I still would drown.  So then when you see grace and you see what God did 
you extend it to the person beside you because you realize you're the same.  But the level in which you 
understand what grace has done in your life the more you can extend it to others.  The reason I have a 
hard time understanding God to forgive Chris is because I forget that I am him.   

Yeah, my actions are different, but my depravity is the same.  I've woken up every day in my life and 
there has been constant days where I belittle the glory of God and I focus in on me and I worship me and 
I think about me and I don't give and I don't obey and I don't walk according to God's will in my life.  
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I'm just as much a rebel and I'm just as much under grace.  And so I want to see others like that, I want 
to love the Lord like that, I want to worship God in that truth. 

I think of the story in Luke chapter 15, and some of you know this story, it's the story of the prodigal 
son.  In Luke chapter 15, verses 31-32, there's this moment where the son—just so in case you guys 
don't know, the prodigal son is a story of a younger son and he basically takes his father's inheritance 
and he lives and he squanders the inheritance and he basically ends up eating with the pigs and he's 
broken and he’s lost.  And by the way, what a reflection of most of our testimonies.  It's my testimony.  
That I tried the world.  I pursued the things of the world only to find that they're meaningless and you're 
left broken in your own self-worship thinking that there's nowhere else to go—I get that story.   

So then the younger son comes back to the father and the father runs and embraces the younger son and 
he throws a banquet for the younger son and he has a calf and he celebrates.  And the older son who has 
not rebelled against the father and has stayed in relationship with the father and he's also worked for the 
father, he has been upright, he's been somebody who's been faithful to making sure that his father had  
everything he needs, he sees this and he says it's not right.  You have never given me a calf.  You've 
never celebrated that like with me.  And so he's upset and he's angry about what's happening with his 
younger brother.  And what he doesn't understand is that the forgiveness that is extended to his younger 
brother—this is why Jesus used this story—is, again, the same forgiveness that the older brother needs.  
But the older brother is so blinded by his thought that he deserves his father's love that he can't celebrate 
when his father loves another, when his father forgives another because he's so caught up in deserving 
that which he doesn't, he can't celebrate the extension of grace that his father gives to others. 

Also, just in context, Jesus, when He’s talking about the Pharisees here, He's talking to the Pharisees and 
they're basically kind of in that same place where they're looking at the tax collectors and sinners and 
saying they don't deserve your love.  And Jesus just keeps on using these parables to say don't you get 
it?  Like, the problem with people who think they deserve God's love is that they're living as slaves and 
not as sons.  They're living as if they have to earn something that was given to them, and when you live 
that way, church listen, when you live that way you never experience this grace that I'm talking about.  
You don't.  You live in fear.  Like, I'll give you a practical example.  Okay?  And then we're gonna do a 
couple more points and wrap up. 

How many of you have come into this place sometimes on a Sunday and you just felt shame?  Like it 
marked your presence here, and it wasn't anything we talked about, it’s what you did that week.  And it's 
what you did that week that you knew did not bring glory to God and was not honoring to God and was 
not according to God's will and purpose in your life, you rebelled, you sinned, you did something wrong 
and you know it.   

Like, there are men right now in this room that you're living a life of hypocrisy and you know it, and 
you're in this room and it's hard for you to be in this room because you're ashamed, you feel guilty.  And 
because of that you never really open up, you never really share these things, you just hide it and you 
think God doesn't know; and you're enslaved to not being forgiven, you're enslaved to thinking that you 
can't be.  Like, I want you to know that that's how the enemy wins is he tells you that you don't deserve 
grace, which is true, but he also convinces you that it's not there.  That it's not there to offer to you, 
which is not true.  Like, you are right now able to come under grace, to confess, to be honest and 
vulnerable knowing that you don't have to be perfect.  Paul was not perfect.  You don't have to have a 
perfect resume, but you need to understand that in that perfection that God is greater.  Like, I worked in 
prisons in college and so often those men they struggle with thinking that they deserve grace for what 
they've done.  But in the same regards I've seen joy in prisons that I've never seen outside of them 
because as you understand who you are and you really receive grace, man, that joy that comes from 
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repenting and saying, “Father, I need You,” allows you to walk as a son and not as a slave, to walk in 
joy and not in condemnation. 

Here's what it says in [verse] 31: 

31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold 
the law. 

~ ROMANS 3:31 

So Paul is asking this question:  How are we to view God's justice in light of the law?  What role does 
the law play if God is a God of grace and He doesn't desire righteousness from us?  This is what the 
Pharisees think; [INAUDIBLE 0:06:52.0] righteousness, then what good is the law?  And Paul is saying 
n-n-no, the law still matters.  In fact, Christ fulfills the law, but the truth is is that this idea of justice 
either falls on you or falls on Christ. 

Luke chapter 7, verse 47, there's a story of Jesus at the house of the Pharisees and there's a woman that 
comes up to Him and falls to His feet and starts washing Jesus's feet with her hair.4  And He also, He 
tells this parable5  in light of that; He talks about this man who has been forgiven 500 [denarii] and then 
another person that's been given forgiven five and He says how much would the man forgiven 500 
appreciate that what he was forgiven?  Meaning He's talking about this idea that for those that 
understand how much they're forgiven their love is greater.  And He's saying that to say what is our 
response to grace?  It's to understand who God is and how much we were deserved because it allows us 
to love God more.   

I give you an example again, Psalm 51, David is praying and this is after David commits a sin with 
Bathsheba and he's just broken and he has all these consequences for his sins.  Bathsheba’s husband was 
put to death and he prays this prayer and it's really kind of odd, he says: 

3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

— so he acknowledges that he’s sinned, but then he says this — 

 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

~ PSALM 51:3-4a 

What's odd about that is no, David, you, like, you've sinned against Bathsheba, you've sinned against her 
husband, you've sinned against her father, her mother.  Like, what do you mean it's just against God?  
You sinned against a lot of people.  And listen, I think Paul and David understand that sin hurts people 
and it's important for us to understand sin hurts people, but what makes them so great is not that it hurts 
people is that it the defames and belittles God.  And that's the weight in which we are to understand who 
we are and who God is in the midst of sin.   

Let me clarify this in case I lose you.  Look at me, for teenagers, high schoolers, college kids, like, I 
want you to look at me because this is something that we often don't see in our lives, they don't let us see 
this as being true but this is so true.  It doesn't matter what you think of God, it doesn't matter how you 
view God, this doesn't change.  Okay?  This is actually for everyone.  You will bring glory to God.  
Everyone in this room, whether you care about what I say or not, you will  bring glory to God because 

                                                 
4 “Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.”  And he said 

to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even 
forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  ~ LUKE 7:47-50 

5 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled the 
debt of both.  Now which of them will love him more?”   ~ LUKE 7:40-41 
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you are made to, you are wired to.  The truth is you will bring glory to God whether it’s through justice 
or grace and that's our choice that's laying before us.  You will bring glory to God in your life.  You will 
live your whole life saying, “I don't love God.  I don't think He exists.  I don't want to worship Him.  I 
just want to do my own thing.”  Whether you're gonna bring glory to God by when you're in judgment 
God's gonna say you did not glorify Me, you did not do what I called you to do, and you did not know 

Me, so He's gonna turn His face and the justice that He waited 
to give on all those times that we've belittled and defamed God 
will be placed upon us and we will be spending eternity 
separated from Him in Hell, but justice will be met.  OR, we 
will live under grace and in judgment God will see the blood of 

Jesus and He will also be glorified by His Son, but you will glorify God no matter what.  But it’s our 
understanding of grace that makes us run towards it, fall on our knees and rest under it.  This is the 
profound truth that I'm going to kind of challenge you with this morning:  Am I more struggling to 
understand why a murderer can be saved and go to Heaven than I am amazed that I might be saved and 
go to Heaven?  Am I more focused in on how grace has been given to me, or am I more focused on how 
grace is passed on to others?   

So here's my challenge as I ask the band to come up, here are my challenges:  One is that I asked the 
band to close this morning by singing Amazing Grace and the reason I did that is because what we don't 
often remember about this song is that the man who wrote that song was a slave owner and he 
transported slaves on a ship.  And so he was living this life of horrific depravity and in the midst of this 
horrible life that you and I would look at and say, “They don't deserve grace,” he was met by grace and 
he received forgiveness.  And in that forgiveness he writes this song saying listen, I understand I'm a 
wretch and I understand that I don't deserve God's love but He gave it to me anyway and I'm gonna 
worship in light of that truth.  I'm gonna praise in light of that truth.   

So here's my challenge that you worship right now when we sing Amazing Grace in that truth.  That 
when you sing that it's not just words but it's a testimony of who you are and what you're living under.  
And I pray that you give according to that grace, that you love others according to that grace, that you 
extend that to others, that you live like Paul.  Man, God has given me this conviction that I want to live 
like Paul.  I want to be somebody that you cannot touch.  That there's no one that I cannot love.  There's 
no one that I cannot forgive because I have been loved greatly and I've been forgiven greatly.  And I'm 
just in that, that's how I live my life, that’s how I spend my days, that's how I share my generosity, that's 
how I share my time, is in light of this grace that this man who wrote this song got.  I'm just praying that 
we get it this morning, that we understand it, and that we are rescued from thinking that we need to be 
good enough and live under the grace of God.  Amen?  So let me pray.  

Father, 

We love You.  And Lord, as we extend our offering, Lord, I pray that it is a sign of who we are 
and who You are that we are generous with our gifts because we are under grace and every day 
we fall on our knees undeserving of your love but recognizing that You gave it to us anyway.  
And Lord, I pray right now that we would extend grace to others in a way that we've never done 
before; that we step off our throne and we allow You to lead our lives.  And Lord, let our lives be 
glorifying to You as Paul's life was, that our resume doesn't matter, Lord, it's our pursuit and our 
worship that does. 

In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
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Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my Shield and Portion be, 
As long as life endures. 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess, within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 
The sun forbear to shine; 
But God, who called me here below, 
Will be forever mine. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

   – JOHN NEWTON, PUB. 17796 

Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/327575445  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/65VaWtneuB4  
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6  Lyrics retrieved from https://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Amazing_Grace/  




