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[Guest speaker:  Dr. Richmond Wandera from Uganda]  

Would you stand with me, please?  In your hearts, would 
you give Jesus praise?  It's really important for us to have 
such a relationship we can commune with the Master.  
Commune with the Lord and tell Him about His goodness 
and His love.   

We glorify you, Lord, for 
there is none like You.  And we worship You, Lord, there is none like 

You.   

Church, will you allow me to pray in Luganda?  I want you to 
connect you to my country and together let's unite as one before the 
Lord.  [He prays in Luganda language] 

The God who has no equal, the God who has no rival, the God whose 
Word is true forever.  For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise.  

He is to be feared above all gods.  Lord, we are here to hear your voice, the voice 
of your Word.  May our hearts be opened to a fresh voice.  May an army be awakened in this 
place of people who are fearless, of people who will turn this culture upside-down, of people who 
will break free from any indifference, of people who will establish your Kingdom advancing the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth.  Today's about You, Lord.  Today's about You and your vision, 
You and your Kingdom, You and your heart for the lost people who live day and day out without 
knowing a loving God.  So Lord, prepare our hearts.  Do what only You can do, we pray.   

Somebody, why don't we clap our hands to the Lord and give Him praise in this place.  Lift Him up!  
Let's lift Him up!  Let's lift Him up in our praises.  [Applause]   

Thank you, Lord.  We love You!  We worship You!  We glorify You!  There is none like You.  
You're the God of the nations.   

Please be seated.   

I do not know any of you that has been in battle before, but my country has been through many battles.  
My wife and many pastors in Uganda and around the world are praying for you this morning, and there 
is a huge battle cry when the pastors in Uganda praying there is always a, “Yeaaaaaaaah!”  There is a 
cry because we are keenly aware that we are in the battle.  There is a battle for our next generation.  
Young people are growing up in a time different from what their parents grew up in.  It's so instant, the 
pressures are too many, and parents are watching as their kids are slowly slipping through their hands 
and as soon as they hit 18 then they're like, “Forget it.  I'm no longer going to church because of you.  
I've got enough bombarding from school.  I no longer want to be awkward anymore.  I've come to 
church so many times, I just don't get it.  I see a disconnect.  I'm, like, you claim to believe in Hell and 
you act like it doesn't exist.  You claim that there's only one way and I don't see that we are sharing the 
Gospel and there's a lot going on in church.  You know what?  I've been there, done that, and I'm out.” 

And we're seeing a lot of trends going on and what we have in Uganda, and I want to share this with 
you, is that the way we perceive the next generation, especially that which is slipping through our hands, 
is like a parent watching the child at a distance and seeing someone run and snatch the child and run 
away.  In Uganda this is so close to our hearts because we have something called child sacrifice.  Where 
business people who are trying to build big buildings will steal a child and go and sacrifice this child on 
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the foundation of the building so that there are no accidents in the building construction, so that the 
resources to construct this big building might be provided.  There's all these riches and belief about 
blood and about land.  And so in Uganda this is extremely serious because when we see a parent and the 
parent is looking at the child, we know what could happen if somebody snatched their child.  The parent 
would stand up and say, “You, stop!”  And then they'll get up and they’ll pursue with all their hearts.  
What we're seeing is an interesting shift in the trends of the generation that's coming up.  And so I come 
this morning with a big invitation, could you join your voice into this loud battle cry for the next 
generation?  Would God put in you and your heart and your burden and return you to the place of 
burden for the lost?  I'm reminded of the old hymn: 

Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 
with the cross of Jesus going on before. 
Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe; 
forward into battle see His banners go! 

– S. Baring-Gould, Author 

I'd like to challenge you this morning to be open to what the Lord has to say to you today; to what this 
Book [holds up his Bible] has to say to you today.  For who else, who else has earned your trust?  Who 
else has given His life for you?  Who else is your faithful God?  I like what David said about God and 
why he put his trust in Him.  He said this:  

1 I exalt You, my God the King, and praise Your name forever and ever. 
2 I will praise You every day; I will honor Your name forever and ever. 
3 Yahweh is great and is highly praised; His greatness is unsearchable. 
4 One generation will declare Your works to the next and will proclaim Your mighty acts. 
5 I will speak of Your splendor and glorious majesty and Your wonderful works. 

~ PSALM 145:1-5 (HCSB) 

And David goes on and on saying God, You have earned my trust.  This morning is about Jesus and 
what God has in stock for you in His will.  Lots of people in Africa are praying for you right now 
because they know what can happen when one of you decides to consecrate themselves fully unto the 
Lord.  Just one of you.  D. L. Moody put it this way, he said, “The world has yet to see what God will do 
with one soul that is fully consecrated unto Him.”1  Romans 8:19 says for all creation waits with eager 
expectation for the manifestation of the children of God,2 and so this is why Africa is praying for you 
this morning.  Could it be you, could it be you that God’s stopping on your shoulder this morning for 
something great that is radically gonna change this world and shift the pain for many people in their 
lives?  You have so much potential sitting here right now.   

Let me put it this way, whatever you think your potential is you're wrong, for it is so much more.  You 
only have to look into Psalms 2 and hear God say to you ask Me, ask Me for the nation's and I'll give 
them to you.3  The reason I know this is because of what happened to me when my family was going 
down the drain so fast.  We were just about to hit the bottom rock, were in a place of utter hopelessness, 
until one 15-year-old girl in the West put up her hand.  And God seeing how desperate my family was, 
how desperate we were as we lived every day in great darkness, chose to use this 15-year-old girl to 
make the difference we desperately needed.  And before me here are people who are able to do so much 

                                                 
1 D.L. Moody quote retrieved from https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/738755-the-world-has-yet-to-see-what-god-will-do, “The world 

has yet to see what God will do with a man fully consecrated to Him” – Dwight Lyman Moody.  
2  For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are.  ~ Romans 8:19 (NLT) 
3  “Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance, the whole earth as your possession.” ~ Psalm 2:8 (NLT) 
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more than what this 15-year-old girl did.  And I’ll unpack that a little bit more later on.  And so this 
morning we're here to ask the Lord for the nation, for the nation of Senegal.  And I hope that as we 
speak into this you might awaken to a reality that's going to give a vision to your heart and soul.  I pray 
that today you'll trade in your cleverness for bewilderment, that you will trade in all that you have settled 
for for what God has in stock for you.   

My name is Richmond Wandera and I come from a country in East Africa called Uganda.  In 1971 
people in my country thought it was the end of the world.  We had a president, Idi Amin, that stepped on 
the scene, the world's, probably the world's most decried dictator.  He ruled our country with an iron fist.  
Millions of people lost their lives.  We were certain it was the end of the world.  Our country at that time 
became 80% Muslim, but I want to share with you is that there is a God who has no equal.  There is a 
God who is in control.  Today a country that was 80% Muslim today is 84% Christian.  [Applause]  We 
can believe that for Senegal.  Senegal today is 95% Muslim.  Only about 4.7% of people in Senegal 
know the Lord, and not all the 4.7% are in a place where they are worshiping the true God.  There's a lot 
of cults, there's a lot of teaching that needs to happen to the pastors.  Evangelical population in Senegal 
is 0.17%, this is why we’re saying, “God, the nation of Senegal needs You.”  Calvary has caught the 
vision and you have a place to play in that vision.  

I want to share with you some things that I believe are going to challenge you.  In 1974 Billy Graham 
issued the challenge, “Let the whole earth hear His voice.”  Not long after that, Ralph Winter issued the 
prophetic call, “Church, let's turn our eyes to the unreached people groups,” he said.  And the church 
was able to look at where are most of these unreached people groups and they came up with what they 
call the “10/40 Window.”  Those are longitudes just above the equator which is at 0 degrees, there is 
above the equator where it's the 10 and then the 40, the 10/40 Window, that was this strip of people that 
were the most unreached.  And do you know where Senegal falls?  Seneca falls right under the 10/40 
longitude window.  We have to turn back and say, you know, where did it all start?  Where did it all 
start?  It started when it ended.   
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The Lord Jesus came and lived His life before us and what happened when He was about to go?  He 
issued what many have come to call “The Great Commission.”  But I want to share with you why this is 
extremely important especially in my culture how we look at The Great Commission.  We gather around 
frequently as the people to hear the last words someone has said before they die because we believe 
those last words carry the heart of the person.  Now this—Jesus is not dying His second death here, but 
what He's doing is He's authoring His last words before He is lifted up to glory, and these are the words: 

 

Jesus is speaking to His disciples.  When you read the context and you take out some application from 
that you will notice the same voice of Christ is speaking to you today saying go, go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you.  And lo, I am with you always to the very end of 
the age.  But I want to tell you it's not because these are His last words, but let me paint you a picture of 
what might be a critical point that helps us see the gravity of this commission—let me take you to a 
garden.  There is a garden called Gethsemane and in this garden we hear a very powerful story that 
happened there.  In Mark chapter 14, verses 32 to 42, this is what the Bible says: 

35 Going a little farther, he [Jesus] fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour 
might pass from him. 36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take 
this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 
37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, 
“are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray so that you 
will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
39 Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40 When he came back, he again 
found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to 
him. 
41 Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping…  

~ MARK 14:32-41a (NIV) 

I want you to see what's going on here, what's—don't just grit through this really fast, let's really slow 
down and see what's happening.  Jesus is with His disciples and His heart is overwhelmed to the point of 

sorrow and death and He goes, the Bible says a distance from them, and falls to the 
ground face flat and He's saying, “Lord,” essentially, “is there any other way?  
With You all things are possible, You can do all things, but is there any other 
way?”  And not once, not twice, but the Bible says three times He's in the place 

saying, “Is there any other way?”  So this is why The Great Commission is so important 
is because Jesus is the way, He is the truth, and He's the life.  There's a lot of debate in the West right 

LORD, is there  
any other way? 
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now that is beginning to come from here to the global south, the debate is saying is Jesus truly the only 
way?  Because if He is the only way then all of a sudden the stakes have gone really high, but the debate 
is if there is any other way and there is the only benevolent God, there is all these ideas that are coming 
up in theology that say no, surely there should be other ways.  But we ask the question:  Is there any 
other way?  And I pray that as we look at the gravity of this situation we can come back to understand 
that there is something deep that is currently going on.   

Let me paint a 
picture of why we 
must arise and 
wake up from any, 
if there is any 
indifference, if 
there is any sense, 
any seed of apathy, 
if there is any form 
of —Look, this is 
all going on but 
God's got this, I 
don't know what my 
role is and I—let's 
just take a look.  
Let's just take a 
look.  Asbury 
University did this 
research [FIGURE 1] 
and they found 
between 1970 to 
2010 some 

interesting numbers.  In the West, between Europe and North America, we are seeing over 4,300 people 
leaving the church every day.  But there's another shift going on around the world, there's a shift in the 
center of gravity of the Christian faith.  In the global south, Africa and Asia, there's a really different 
thing going on, there's over 16,500 people coming to Christ daily.  That's over 240 million since 1970.  
We have to ask the question why, why is this going on?  When young people are hitting the age of 18 
and they don't have to go to church, they’re choosing, “You know what?  I’m out.”  When you read all 
the books that are being published on why they are leaving, why this 4,300 is happening, arising, people 
are seeing a bit of disconnect.  Our church claims that they believe in this entire Book that there is a 
Hell, but if we truly believe that there was a place could we live the way we are living?  Could we invest 
our lives the way we are?  Could we spend two years without ever sharing our—we claim we believe 
this stuff, but I – I’m not sure we do.  And then they're seeing this disconnect.  We say we love this and 
we’re calling this to see how we're investing our time, our talents, our resources, how we're living, and 
like, some of this just doesn’t add up.  And they’re deciding, “Look, I'm looking for authenticity,” and 
so they're trying to find truth in other places.   

Share with you something here but this is Africa.  Africa is divided right now into two.  There's what we 
call the Islamic North and the Christian South, and the Islamic North has developed such a strategy to 
extend Islam southwards.  Just eight years ago this map [SEE MAP ON NEXT PAGE] looked differently, it's 
just been updated.  It's strange how Islam is growing.  There is a huge, strong and smart strategy that 

FIGURE 1. Source: Asbury Theological Seminary (graphic obtained from DuckDuckGo images)
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Islam has for Africa.  Do you know where Senegal 
is, the country we're believing God for?  If you look 
on the map of Africa just where there’s that yellow, 
right at that spot, that's where Senegal is—95% 
Muslim.   

But let me share with you something.  This 
gentleman is a good friend of mine, his name is 
Pastor Umar Mulinde.  Because of the Gospel and 
his heart for the 
Gospel, he was called 
to go into a place that 
nobody wanted to go 
but he said I'm going 
there anyway.  And as 
a result, he was 
caught, they poured 
acid on his side.  I 
remember being with 

him in hospital, but today there is not a person whose voice is louder for 
the Gospel than Umar in Uganda.  There are places in this world where 
there's no room for casual Christianity.   

A friend of mine just called me from one of the countries I won't mention.  He said, “Richmond, it is so 
hard to be a Christian.  In my culture every Friday all the family members have to gather and before the 
father we have to share this is how my week has gone, this is what is going on, and experience family 
again, and at the end of Friday night you go back home.  And he said it's been a year since I became a 
Christian.  When I became a Christian my father said, “You're no longer welcome here.  I have cuza 
lukookabe.” [phonetic spelling]  The translation is “you are no longer my son.”  And he said, 
“Richmond, it's a year and I want to go home, I want to see my father.  I want to see everyone but I'm 
not allowed to go there anymore.”  If you're in a space like this, there is no room for casual Christianity 
when you say “I believe this stuff.”  [He holds up his Bible] 

So I want to turn your attention to the cost of the Gospel.  
We've got to return to prayer.  We've got to return to prayer.  
Recent numbers are talking about how the Western Church is 
growing weaker and weaker in prayer.  We cannot afford for 
that trend to continue because it is in prayer that we find 
courage.  It's in prayer that we get clarity on vision and 
direction.  It's in prayer that our living relationship with God 
is given more life.  It's in prayer that we find the courage to 
go forward, all clarity.  When a family prays together, they 
stay together, they keep the vision before them.  It's so 
clear—prayer.   

Across Uganda there’s something that we call “Overnights” and that's we come as churches across the 
country every Friday from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. the next day.  We call them Overnights.  We are standing 
before the Lord and crying out saying, “God, will this world be reached?”  And a part of all these 
programs saying about a prayer for Africa, we're saying, “God, bring the Gospel to unreached people 
groups.”  And it's in prayer that this is gonna happen.  But another thing I want to remind you of, there's 

Pastor Umar Mulinde 
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a calling for us to live dead.  Except a seed fallen to the ground and die that seed remains alone, but if it 
falls into the ground and dies that seed grows and bears fruit fifty-fold, a hundred-fold and over.   

The invitation for you tonight is to stop for a moment and say, “Do I really believe 
this stuff?  [He holds up his Bible.]  Do I really, really believe this stuff?”  You'll 
notice that if you do this is a good time to press the huge pause button in your life 
and say, “Look, I've got to do a stock of how am I investing my time?  Where is 
my heart?  How am I investing my talents?  How am I investing my resources?”  

There is a reality in this world—to a point—two billion people have not heard the 
Gospel.  Senegal, 97.   

I want to tell you a story.  My country was highly Muslim and my family did not know the Lord.  That's 
me standing in Naguru slum [SLIDE NOT CAPTURED ON VIDEO].   I wasn't born in Naguru slum, something 
happened to our family that led me down this road.  So I’m the third born of a family of six.  I have five 
brothers and sisters and a mother, and I used to have a father.  At eight I witnessed my father murdered 
right in the presence of my mom.  That single day I lost both parents; my father physically but my 
mother emotionally and psychologically, she was not the same.  My mother was this happy woman.  
You called her when you're having a hard day, but she became the most quiet person.  It was not long 
after that that we were thrown out of our house and ended up in Naguru slum.  I saw many doors close 
to me.  The door of health and health care.  I got sick of malaria over 12 times in my life.  I came to near 
death so many times.  But not only the door to health care, the door to education.  I was told, 
“Richmond, you can no longer go to school.”  I tried going to school many times.  I was stopped at the 
gate, “You won't come in.  Go and tell your mother to bring money.”  I live in a country where 
education has been mostly power-privatized and if you don't have money the door is closed, no matter 
your gifting, no matter what you want, it's closed.   

And you know what?  There's so many children that are exactly in my position in Senegal, and not long 
from now Calvary is going to bring to you many of these children and you have to make a choice, you 
have to begin now to prepare for that request because it's coming.  For me, in the moment of 
desperation, a 15-year-old girl called Heather who was right in the presence of a church like this where 
Compassion International was sharing about children who are in different places, they don't know the 
Gospel, their families don't know the Gospel, but if nothing changes they will die.  And Heather decided 
at 15 that she's gonna join the fight.  She put up her hand and the Lord—the Lord rescued our family by 
one act of a 15-year-old girl who took a babysitting job to earn the $38 a month to sponsor me.  I cannot 
get over what kind of maturity could be given to a 15-year-old.  At the news that I had got a sponsor, the 
dancing that filled our home—I come from the Bagisu tribe and so we do a lot of shoulder dancing, but 
women also do, “Alalalalalalalala” [phonetic spelling] now it is the most amazing sight.  I was standing 
at a distance and my mom gets the news and she throws the broom she was using to sweep and she just 
goes off, “Alalalalalalalala” [he demonstrates her dancing].  As soon as I saw that I knew that's good 
news.  [Laughter]  I ran up to my mom and my mom says, “Richmond, you've got a sponsor.”  

Heather's faithful gift provided food, allowed me to go back to school, provided medical care—it's 
amazing how far $38 goes.  In the United States what do you do—a cup of coffee, two cups, five cups a 
week?  What would you do for $38?  For us, an entire family's trajectory was changing.  And I pray you 

begin to make the adjustments.  Ask yourself:  
What does it look like to live simply so that 
someone else can simply live?  What does it look 
like for you?  Begin to prepare right now.  Some of 
you are going to be asked to go, you're going to be 
asked to go, bring yourself to go.  I hope you will 
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hear the words of Jesus resound in your heart, “Go.”  And I pray that Senegal will see an army rise from 
Calvary like never before. 

Let me give you some brief results of what happened after Heather made her sacrificial gift.   

The boy that was on the street, I was stripped of 
dignity and hope.  Today I stand before you with a 
bachelor's degree in accounting.  [Applause]  I got a 
master's degree in theology.  [Applause]  I've taken 
what God taught me, you know, over 70% of pastors 
in Africa have not had any theological training, and 
so I established the Pastor's Discipleship Network.  
This is just nine years ago, but it's amazing the 
results.  As we speak now over 5,332 pastors across 
four countries in East Africa have been trained in 
theology. [Applause]   

 

 

We've also trained pastors’ spouses.  
Right now over 1,713 pastors’ wives have 
been trained and have found their place in 
ministry.  The old question —What is the 
role of women in the church?  What's the 
role of a pastor's wife? — has been clearly 
answered from the Scriptures.   

 

 

We're also developing Ezras for Africa in 
partnership with Lancaster Bible College.  
When you look right in the middle you see 
Dr. Peter Tag [phonetic spelling].  He was 
in Uganda launching the African pastors 
who have committed their lives to training 
pastors in the 22 regions of East Africa.   
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Pastors Discipleship Network has taken East Africa and divided it according to the unreached people 
groups so everywhere you see red those are unreached people groups.  You see that orange color, those 

are the people who have been 
reached but not fully.  The green 
are concentrations of people who 
know the Lord now.   And we 
need people to go in and make a 
difference.  And this Ezras for 
Africa are going into these places 
and training pastors.  Each one of 
these 22 regions we run what they 
call “Rooted in The Word” 
conferences in there and it's 
expensive to run this, and this is 
why the West is uniquely 
positioned to advance the Gospel 
by empowering ministries.  You're 
gonna find this in Senegal.  There's 
ministries, there's churches, they 
wanna do things but they are 

limited.  To run 22 conferences, each conference costs $5,000, we can't afford that.  We have 6-8% 
percent unemployment rate, but yet the Gospel has to go forward.  I think of what's happened to the 
Ezras for Africa that have been trained.  There's a peace corps who are calling the nation and mobilizing 
the church.   

I would like to say to you that one of the 
big celebrations across East Africa is 
something that has recently happened at 
Pastors Discipleship Network.  God gave 
me a vision in 2015 to build a library for 
African pastors.  Across the city of 
Kampala of 15,000 pastors, not a single 
library for pastors and leaders.  No 
wonder John Piper was saying the phrase, 
“The church in Africa is a mile wide and 
an inch deep,” has never been closer to 
reality.  When you stop reading, what 
happens?  And so my passion is to put 
books in the hands of pastors.  My passion is to see that pastors get a chance to know Jesus closely 
because when they do then their people will know Jesus better.  We're in a very interesting crisis 
because right now we don't have furniture in this place.  We have enough furniture [SLIDE NOT CAPTURED 
ON VIDEO].  When people get the books and just the fast flow is complete and people are ready to rush in 
and they get the book and they go sit under the tree, when the rain comes it's trouble.   

But, look at our second floor, this is my dream.  My goal is that by the end of this year this place will be 
complete, it's the second floor of the library.  When it’s $15,000 to make sure that this thing is complete, 
painted, furnished, and pastors can now open themselves into the next place.  But like I said, it is just 
extremely difficult to keep moving forward and we always have to find ourselves in the grand scheme of 
things.  What is your potential?  What are you able to do?  Some of you are connected to groups that 

 

 
 Unreached people groups  

 Reached but not yet fully   

 People who know the Lord now 
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would totally make something like this 
happen.  So when you, if you want to 
know more, you can go to Pastors 
Discipleship Network or pdnafrica.org 
and it’s just a fascinating place where 
you'll encounter stories that would change 
your life.   

 

 

 

 

So what am I saying?  I believe that we serve a global God and you have a place in His mission to win 
the whole world back to Him.  What is your place?  In order for you to discover that and to walk in it 
there's several things that need to happen.  One, return to prayer.  Two, advance the Gospel by living 
dead.  See what it looks like for you to choose to live simply so the Gospel can be advanced.   

In a short while, like I said, the church is going to be presenting some real opportunities for you, 
opportunities to sponsor children in Senegal, opportunities to go on mission trips, and there you'll be 
shocked what will happen to you there.  But not only that, invest in the Kingdom.  Do what you can do 
while others do what they can do and together we'll make the Kingdom of God available and known to 
many who do not know it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me pray for you now.  

Our Heavenly Father,  

There is none like You.  Indeed, let the whole earth hear His voice.  All the peoples who do not 
know the name Jesus, all the peoples who do not know Abba Father, all the people who have 
never heard the story of Calvary, may avenues for the Gospel break open.  

 And everyone who might have thought themselves with such limitations, and I know that our 
cultures have a way of telling us that our potential is limited and it's like our shoe size, that's 

Second floor of library 
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who we are, that's all we can be, yet God is constantly calling us forward to believe Him for 
more, to trust Him for more, to live radical for Him.   

This is not the end but the beginning.  Age will not limit us.  Any form of disability will not limit 
us.  Any form of busyness at our work will not limit us.  We will advance the Gospel.  And so 
Lord, may You be glorified now.   

[Continues to pray in Luganda language]   

Amen. 
 

 
Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/297580037      

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/rdqY42xLw_I 
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