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I love the words of that song.A  I find that that song is a song that sticks with me all week long and 
they’re words that I just keep on singing over and over in my head.  And so what I'm hoping is as we 
worship that is something that happens to us, that these words get in our mind and that we're able to 
worship Jesus all week long.   

I had heard a bunch of years ago a statement that I jotted down and the statement went 
something like this:  Of all the people that you know there are four different types of 
people—there are those who add, multiply, divide, or subtract.  And the statement said be 
the first two, the ones that add and multiply; hang around with the first two, those that add 
and multiply.   

Chapter 16 of Romans, the very last chapter of Romans—we've been 
going through this book for one year—is one of those chapters, in fact, 
someone said, “Are you gonna skip that chapter?”  It’s one of those 
chapters that when you read through the book you're tempted to just 
sort of blow by the first 16 verses because there's just a list of names 
and many of them hard to pronounce names and goofy names, ones you 
don't want to name your baby, [Laughter] and so you’re tempted to 

blow by them.  But it's the Word of God and God put them in there for a reason, and as I've studied it 
there's a number of things that just jumped off the page at me.  Three different stories of three different 
people, there's lots of people listed here, I'm just gonna grab three that I want to tell you, but before I do 
so I'd like to read this chapter.  I do that at huge risk that you'll laugh at my reading skills and my 
pronunciation skills at names that we don't use anymore.  I was happy when the name Mary showed up 
in there, I was able to pronounce that one.   

But again, it's the Word of God and we here at Calvary, we’re a people of The Book; we believe that the 
Word of God is powerful and that we should read it.  And I believe that as we read this and meditate on 
it today that the words of these Scriptures are going to jump off the pages.  So if you have your Bibles, 
Romans Chapter 16.  If you're looking at it on an electronic device, that's always welcomed here.  The 
nice thing with that you always have it with you.  And if you're old-school like me, you just have to have 
the hardcopy page.  I've got it written all over, notes everywhere.  And if you don't own a Bible or you 
know someone that doesn't own one, we have Bibles in the back, they're always free, we want you to 
take them and we believe that getting those out and encouraging people to read it is huge.  Here we are 
Romans Chapter 16, verse 1: 

1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, 2 that 
you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in 
whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as 
well. 
3 Greet Prisca  

— some of your translations may say “Priscilla” — 

and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks for my life, to 
whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5 
Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first 
convert to Christ in Asia. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you.  

~ ROMANS 16:1-6 

CHAPTER 16 
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7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are well 
known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me.  

— they were saved before he was — 

8 Greet Ampliatus,  

— by the way, Ampliatus, that name is the name of a slave, so you’ve got people of just like every ilk in 
this passage here — 

my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my beloved 
Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the 
family of Aristobulus. 11 Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who 
belong to the family of Narcissus.  

— How would you like to have that name?  I wouldn't recommend you naming your baby that.  I didn't 
do any research on Narcissus, but I could betcha I could come up with a sermon on that — 

12 Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, 
who has worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, 
who has been a mother to me as well. 14 Greet Asyncritus,  

— that sounds like a disease, I think I mispronounced that — 

Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. 15 Greet 
Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with 
them.  

— you'll love this one — 

16 Greet one another with a holy kiss.  

— That is so not eastern/northeastern Pennsylvania is it?  [Laughter]  Or whatever we are, southeastern 
Pennsylvania — 

All the churches of Christ greet you. 
~ ROMANS 16:7-16 

Now, if you want to hear some more names, jump down to verse 21: 

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my 
kinsmen. 
22 I Tertius,  

— this is the guy who wrote, actually wrote it out as Paul dictated this letter — 

who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. 
23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city 
treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you. 

~ ROMANS 16:21-23 
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And then I'm going to just go to verse 17, you'll find out that all those names and everything he's saying 
there is just saying all these people:  I love you, I've noticed you, you’ve made a difference.  What you're 
doing behind the scenes and upfront, what you've done for me, what you've done for others is huge.  
Verse 17, it's a little bit darker but it's important nonetheless, he says: 

17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create 
obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught;  

— he says this — 

avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, 
and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For your 
obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to 
what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan 
under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

~ ROMANS 16:17-20 

I told you I'm gonna tell you three stories, and they’re three stories about 
people who add and multiply.  First one's a lady by the name of Phoebe.  
Phoebe is probably the lady who was tasked to carry this book to the 
people in Rome, and he says, “Listen, when you do this and when she 
arrives, I want you to greet her and accept her and minister to her and 
give her what she needs.”  I have a feeling she was sort of multitasking.  
She probably didn't have that language for it, but she was taking the 
letter because she also had business to do there in Rome.  She was 

leaving where Paul was at in Corinth, which would have been in Greece, and going to Rome, Italy, with 
this letter to drop this off to that local church that Paul wanted to have this message. 

She probably didn't know she was carrying the Bible with her.  There were no scanners at that point that 
they could scan this in so that they have an electronic copy or that they could just email it out to 
everyone, she had to physically take the one copy to those people there in Rome.  When the people in 
Rome got this and they read this I think they probably were taken back that when Paul begins to give a 
list of names the first name that is mentioned is the name Phoebe.  That would have been shocking to 
them in their time and in their culture because in their time and their culture they would have never put a 
woman first.  They would have never raised her to that level of prominence.  And I just want to say this 
to you, I think this is really important to hear after all we've gone through in the book of Romans and 
that is God's Word doesn't care what culture thinks.  Culture doesn't determine what God says. 

Over the course of—since the Bible has been written—culture has come and gone, people have changed 
their minds, whole societies have put pressure on each other in any number of different ways, but the 
Word of God always stands for what it stands for.  The Word of God always holds high women.  In fact, 

GOD’S WORD DOESN’T CARE  

WHAT CULTURE THINKS. 

CULTURE DOESN’T DETERMINE  

WHAT GOD SAYS. 
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if you even look at Galatians Chapter 3 it says in Christ there is no such thing as male and female, slave 
or free, Jew or Gentile, it says listen, we're all one in Christ.1  We're not going to play this kind of game.  
And even if culture does, we don't.  We are one.  We are together.  We are united under one person and 
in one person and that's Jesus Christ.   

Just a little quick rewind there have been a number of things in this book that have been offensive to us.   
I don't think reading this that this woman would be the first listed here would be offensive to our culture 
today, even though it would have been offensive their culture then.  There have been things regarding 
sexuality that were written in the first chapter of this book that when we read them they were offensive 
to our culture of today, and we said regardless of what our culture says we will continue to say them 
because that's what the Bible says is true.  And here at Calvary that's our only guiding thing is the Word 
of God, what it says.  It's not white papers.  It's not what our leadership sits around and writes and comes 
up with.  When we come up with something and we're not sure what to make of it because culture’s 
putting it on us at a given time, we go back to this Book and we start reading it and we keep on praying 
about saying, “What does God say about that?”   

This lady it says here was a servant and the word servant is a word that's in the original language that 
has been translated into the word that we know of today as “deacon.”  And the word deacon simply 
means “to serve.”  Any time any of you serve you’re being a deacon.  Now in 1st Timothy, Chapter 3, 
there was actually an office made in the church, a position made in the church of deacon, and even there 
in the position of deacon the qualifications listed there allow for a woman to step into that position.  This 
is who this lady Phoebe was.  There's a word in this description of her that when I saw it I wasn't sure 
what to make of it, it says she's a “patron.”  And as I quickly checked what that meant is she's one who 
gives and it says she's been a patron to the Apostle Paul and she's been a patron to others, and she was 
one who would take of what God had given her and she gave it to people like the Apostle Paul to use for 
ministry.   

As we look at these three different people in the next couple of minutes, one of the things we're gonna 
see is some just amazing things that are existent in the body of Christ.  And when Paul says, “I did 
ministry,” “I've done ministry and I want to write a list of names” — here's a guy who's written a better 
part of the New Testament.  He's the one whose name we all know, we all could probably come up with 
it in a flash, the other names in this list we hardly even know even though they're on a whole page of our 
Bible.  The fact of the matter, Paul wants to say these people matter a whole lot and what they're doing 
matters.  And so when they are serving, when they're carrying something like a letter, when the people 
are greeting each other, when they're giving, they’re part of making the Gospel go out.  Yeah, we hear 
the name Paul and think, That's the guy, he was going from town to town to town sharing the Gospel 
after he had for years been a Christ-hater and had persecuted the Christians and now he's out there 
promoting it.   But there's all sorts of people around him all doing it and he goes, “I want you to hear that 
because the body of Christ, we need each other and all of us are a massive part of it and a key part of it.”   

That brings us to Prisca and Aquila.  When he speaks of these two he 
mentions something about them, he says they risked their neck for my 
life.  Evidently there were times where they placed themselves in the 

position of danger because they wanted to protect this man Paul.  You think about it, all the friends that 
you have in life, people that want to be around you, like being around you until it isn't comfortable any 
longer and they're gone; until you don't meet that need that they want and they're gone—we call them 

                                                 
1 GALATIANS 3:28 – There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus.   
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“fair-weather friends.”  These people were not that.  They were the ones that were there fighting for 
Paul, risked their neck for him.   

They had a church in their home.  In fact, they had originally been 
in Rome but under one of the emperors who kicked out all of the 
Jewish people they had to leave Rome, that's why they ended up in 
Corinth where Paul eventually meets them.  And by the time what 
I’m about to share with you happens, they’re in a little town called 
Ephesus where they have a church in their home, that's how this 
worked in that time.   

Some of you are sort of like that, you have groups in your home, 
you have church meeting in your home, a group of believers 
meeting there to share around the Word of God, and they had this 
and this preacher comes and his name is Apollos.  You'll read 
about him in your Scriptures.  In the book of Acts it talks about 
Apollos.  What I found fascinating as I read about this in Acts Chapter 18, verse 26, it told us this, that 
Apollos comes along and comes by their house and they invite him into their home and here's what they 
did, Acts 18:26 says they explained to him the way of God more accurately.2  Wow, powerful couple, 
not only risking their lives but discipling people, explaining the way of God to them. 

I mean, when we say the word discipling it’s just like, “Wow, I don't know if I'm trained enough to do 
that.”  When I hear the word explaining the way of God more accurately to him, like, I could do that.  
You could do that.  And they do it right in their home.  They leverage what they have, they leverage that 
location they have to help the Word of God go out and someone to be trained in a greater way as a result 
of it. 

Let me tell you about one more person, his name's Rufus.  Now before you get to Rufus in this text, 
there's a lot of other names.  A couple things I noticed about those names, one was the first convert to 
Christ.  People that get saved put their trust in Jesus matter.  Another phrase that I see used here a 
number of times are “worked hard for you,” and people who were “fellow workers.”  In other words, 
there's a lot of people working behind the scenes working hard so that the Gospel message can get out.  
Another phrase I saw in here is people that were “well known to the apostles.”  Those spiritual leaders 
noticed when people were growing in their faith, when they were taking their next steps.  That's why 
you'll find around here our pastors are really careful to say to you, “We want to get to know you.”  
That's why we ask you fill out the connect card.  That's why we're standing around all over the place 
before and after service, our team’s out there because we want to get to know you, we want to pray with 
you, we want to be concerned for the needs in your life.   

We want to help you make those next steps in your life.  That's why after the 
service next week we have a thing called Connect Class.  If you're interested in 

being part of it, just send us an email or write on the back of the card.  And the whole 
goal of this Connect Class is to just get you into the life of the body of Christ here in this 

place and get you to that place where you're able to find yourself in the right spot where 
you’re able to grow to that next step in your life.   

                                                 
2 ACTS 18:24 . . . 26 –  Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the 

Scriptures . . . He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained 
to him the way of God more accurately. 

https://www.cfdowningtown.com/connect
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Next week we're gonna have baptisms here.  If you want to get baptized let us 
know this week and we’ll baptize you because we're always in that place 
wherever you're at, whether you're just newly a Christian and you put your trust 
in Christ today or you maybe you put your trust in Christ during this series, to 
take that next step to shout out to everyone, “I put my trust in Jesus” and get 
baptized. 

Or maybe for you it's a matter of jumping into one of those groups or opening up your own home and 
saying, “Man, if this couple Prisca and Aquila can do that, I want to open up my home.”  And so you see 
that as you read through these different names.  But the Apostles, these people that were out there were 
well-known to the Apostles because they were taking the next step in Jesus Christ.   

But this guy Rufus, I want to talk about him for a moment and here's why.  When I read this I started 
laughing when I said the name Rufus, I said it out loud, I said it like two or three times until it just 
started sounding silly to me.  And I thought I wonder why that just grabs me.  Have you ever done that?  
You just get fixated on a word and it's – Rufus, Rufus, Rufus, Rufus.  I think it must be like some sort of 
kids book that I read when I was a kid, I don't know, it's like, so I decided I’d Google this to see why I 
remember Rufus.  Have any of you ever heard of Rufus?   And when I Googled it all that came up was a 
bunch of IT stuff, it must be some sort of a program or something out there, and I’m like, Oh, yeah, I 
don't remember Rufus in the IT world.  I had all sorts of people come up after first service, they were 
Googling it and stuff, he’s in movies, he is in children's books – Rufus, but for some reason it just sort of 
grabbed my attention.  I thought, I wonder who Rufus was in the Bible?  And what I found was so 
fascinating to me that I wanted to share it with you.   

Rewind the clock, take you to right at the time right before Jesus would 
be crucified.  They have sent Him to go to the cross and you have going 
through the streets of Jerusalem what I could best describe as a loud,  

angry mob moving Jesus through the city streets yelling and shouting and chanting their hate and their 
animus.  And as they're going through the streets carrying the cross someone turns and points at a man 
by the name of Simon of Cyrene, indicating he was from another country, North Africa.  They point at 
this man and they conscript him to carry the cross.  We believe that he is in town for business purposes, 
he just so happens to be in that place at that moment where they need someone to carry this cross beam 
and they go, “You!”  They grab him and they throw the cross beam, that part that goes across, onto his 
shoulder.  This is an used one, they don't have brand new wood for this, many have died on that beam.  
There is blood, it is rough, there are nails sticking out of it, and this guy who moments before was just 
sort of backing up along the city streets as this mob comes by all of a sudden is conscripted into service 
and he is now walking at the center of this mob headed for Golgotha to the very place where Jesus 
would be crucified, the place of execution, with a cross beam on shoulder.  I can only imagine how his 
world is spinning at this moment. 

And he arrives there and they tell him to drop it down and they place it on the ground and they throw 
Jesus down on top of it and they nailed the nails in His hands and the blood starts spurting out and 
Simon of Cyrene is standing back.  And they take Him and they nail Him to the upright beam and drop it 
into the ground and there He is.  He sees this one, Jesus, hanging there.  They put a sign over His head 
KING OF THE JEWS and this is what Simon observes.  And something must have happened there that day 
in that moment; something that happens when any of us come to the cross, when we come to the foot of 
the cross and we recognize exactly what it was all about.  That God left Heaven and came to this earth to 
die, to allow Himself to be crucified on the cross for the sins of all of mankind.  And as you stand there 

Water 
Baptism 
11.24.19 

https://www.cfdowningtown.com/baptism
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watching this take place, unbelieving that the God of creation can be crucified there, he hears something 
uttered out of the mouth of Jesus that had to change and transform his life.  I know that because it has 
changed and transformed my life.  I know that because I talk to people every week whose lives are being 
transformed by it.  And the words are these:  “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 3  

 

After the awful, awful parade this man had just been moved through with this mob, it's all he saw, it was 
the only little slice he saw of the horror of the day, let alone the horror and the agony of what took place 
on the cross.  To hear Him cry out, “Forgive them,” he recognized this doesn't just happen.  This is the 
God of the universe offering forgiveness to each of us.  And I believe that as a result of that when he got 
back home he sat down with his wife and his boy and told them what had happened.  By the way, if 
you're wondering for sure Did Pastor come up with this?  Is this legit?  All you have to do is go to Mark 
Chapter 15 to read of this verse.  Chapter 15, verse 21, just one little sentence:   

21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 
country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 

~ MARK 15:21 

It's almost for most of us who are studying the crucifixion and the events that take place on that day 
leading up to the crucifixion, it's almost a throwaway line.  It's almost something like, yes, someone 
carries the cross and BAM! on we go to the cross.  But that moment changed his life.  It changed his 
wife's life.  And in Mark 15:21 it mentions a guy by the name of Rufus who was his son.  And thus it 
changed a guy by the name of Rufus's life.  And, in fact, when we look at Romans Chapter 16 here, 
again, words that we could just blow by quickly, it says, “Greet Rufus,” verse 13, “chosen in the 
Lord.”   

You realize daddy goes to work one day, goes to another place, leaves North Africa to come to be there 
in Jerusalem on this day.  It's just another day in the course of life when all of a sudden the cross is 
placed on his shoulder and he realizes Jesus is God, and then it's not a normal day.  It changes his life.  
And guess what?  It changes the trajectory of the lives that would follow him.  How did he know that 
day when he stepped into Jerusalem into the big city to do whatever he was there for that two thousand 
years later in a little who-knows-where called Downingtown on the edge of Exton and Lionville, right 
all around this little corner, a group of a thousand people would be sitting together in a room to talk 
about his boy, who was chosen because one day he was chosen and he met the Savior, Jesus.   

                                                 
3 LUKE 23:34 – And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  And they cast lots to divide his garments. 
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Oh, I just want you to know you've been chosen by God.  He loves you, and you're not just gonna slip 
through His fingers.  You're here this morning to hear that story because the cross of Jesus is powerful.  
And you're wondering, Why is it that something inside of me is grabbing me right now?  Why is it I'm 
responding to that?  Because God chose through something as a horrible 
instrument of execution known as a cross, so chose to go there to take the 
punishment for your sins and mine and He offers you forgiveness this morning.  
He loves you.  He's chosen you to be His child.  I just beg you as one who has 
said yes to Him, would you say yes to Him right now?  Would you say, “Oh, yes, 
God, come into my life, forgive me of my sins.”  If you've never done that, do it 
right now.  It'll transform your life. 

That's why this guy Rufus we’re talking about, they talked and talked and talked and talked in their 
family.  Go home today tell your kids the story of Rufus.  It matters.  It'll change the trajectory of your 
whole family tree.  But more than that, it'll change the trajectory of your eternity.  Jesus says that in Him 
you're gonna have life and life more abundantly because of what He did.  And most of us walk around 
carried by the weight and the burden of the condemnation that's upon us.  We feel judged by people, we 
feel judged by God, and He says, “Father, forgive them,” and He offers that forgiveness to us. 

I thought about it a bunch this week.  I would love to stop right there, but I think to stop right there 
would be to miss one final point that evidently the Apostle Paul under the inspiration of God wanted our 
church to hear today, wanted the church in Rome to hear—what a lovely group of people you are.  
When we're working together it's amazing.  I get to be in front of you 30 minutes every week and not 
even every week, maybe two-thirds of the weeks of the year, but everyone – not every one of you, lots 
and lots and lots of you are living it out.   

Over the last year as we've taught this book I mentioned Chapter 1 and 2 and 3, they're the chapters that 
said, you know, this group's a sinner and this group's a sinner, and eventually it just says we're all 
sinners.  And there were a whole bunch of people in that time when we were going through that got very 
unhappy with me.  Pastor, you need to stop talking about that.  That doesn't work in our time.  And 
that's why people are mad at God because He talks about this thing called sin.  Can’t we just –
everyone’s good and everyone’s fine?  And a whole bunch of people in that time just left us. 

 

When we said things that were culturally counterculture, there were those who said, “I don't want to be a 
part of a church like that.”  I had to say, “I understand, but this is what the Word of God says and we're 
just gonna be a church.  We say we’re people of The Book, we're just gonna say what it says.”  But 
many of you even if it was hard to hear and it conflicted with even what you were tending to believe in 
your own heart or even if it conflicted with some things going on in your own world at this moment, you 
said, “I get it.  It's the Word of God.”  And you've been working at wrestling it through and you continue 
to grow in the Lord and try to seek His face in the midst this, and try to line your life up with the Word 
of God.  That's taking the next step, that's growing in Jesus Christ, and you've been doing that.  And on 

For the time is coming when people  
will not endure sound teaching,  

but having itching ears they will accumulate  
for themselves teachers to suit their  

own passions, and will turn away from listening  
to the truth and wander off into myths.  

 

– 2 TIMOTHY 4:3-4 
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top of that you've been serving and you've been serving others in this church, and as a result people are 
coming to know Jesus.  We've had people put their trust in Jesus in this last year.  We've had people 
growing in their faith in this last year.  We've had children's lives changed.  Our teens, what's going on 
in there is just fantastic, and it's because you are a part of that and you are serving.  And I believe when 
Paul writes these first words he wants to talk to a big group of people like you and just say thank you.  
There were people in his life I want to say thank you to you because you're people in my life.   

I asked a number of my friends this week, “Do you think I can like call out individuals 
in this room?”  And they’re like, “Please don’t.  You're gonna miss someone.”  
Isn’t that interesting how we are?  Like, “You didn't mention me.”  But I want 

you to know that I think there's a bunch of people in this room right now I wouldn't 
mention if I was mentioning names because I don't even know what you're doing to 

serve, and I just want to say thank you to you, too.  You're doing it and it's making a 
difference in lives.  Thank you.  Thank you for being the body of Christ.  Thank you for 

taking His Word seriously.  And in your groups teaching that, sharing that, sticking with that, 
following us through the book of Romans in this – thank you.   

The Apostle Paul I believe under the inspiration of God says something a little bit heavier and yet it's so 
important.  In verse 17 he says this: 

17 I appeal to you, brothers,  

— so he’s talking to the same group of people — 

to watch out  

— and he’s going to tell us now two things that we need to watch out for; he says he wants us to watch 
out: 

for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you 
have been taught; avoid them.  

~ ROMANS 16:17 

So I started out today by saying there are four groups of people:  People 
that add, people that multiply.  I've just said to you, I've spoken to a whole 
bunch of you in this room today that you've been a part of that adding and 
multiplying and we say thank you.  We've said I want to be a part of that 
first two.  I want to be around people like that.  I want to be that person.   

But then we also said there are those who divide and there are people who 
subtract—stay away from them.  Warn them.  And that's what the Apostle 
Paul says here.  He says I want to tell you watch out when someone tries to 
divide.  In fact, it says here, it describes them.  It says: 

18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by 
smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

~ ROMANS 16:17 
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And so they sound really good, they have a big smile on their face, they come across great.  They say 
even a bunch of the right words.  If it’s at your work and someone's trying to divide they're like, “Hey, 
I'm concerned about the company and the bottom line, and I'm concerned about, you know, this person 
over here in this cubicle and the boss this,” and pretty soon they're dividing.  We call it office politics.  
It's yucky.  We hate it.  We want nothing to do with it.   

The Apostle Paul's talking to this new, young, fledgling body called the church and he knows that 
divisions will destroy us and he says, “I want to warn us.  Things are going really good, you're doing 
amazing things, but there will be some who come in and they're gonna say all sorts of cool stuff and 
they're gonna sound really good and they're gonna come across in a really winsome way.”  And he says, 
“And you're gonna realize real quick that they are there to divide—watch out.”  In fact, he says at the 
end of that little section there he says, “Avoid them.” 

Here at Calvary we want to be a church that's a place for broken people.  You come in here we want to 
take you just the way you are.  You're hurting, stuff’s happened, life's happened, you're in a place that 
you never thought you'd be in.  We want to be a place that we can pray for you and care for you and love 
you.  Unfortunately, broken people are oftentimes so 
sick that they become toxic people, and toxic people 
can destroy the whole church.  And their divisiveness, 
the Scripture talks about divisiveness, it says it’s one 
of the seven things that God hates, because when 
divisiveness hits and division hits, subtraction occurs.  
This is what I mean by that; when divisions begin to 
take place and these people through their smooth talk 
and their flattery begin to talk and create division, 
separate people from people and separate people from 
what they're learning and what they're being taught 
and cause them to question that, what ends up 
happening is people are subtracted.  They leave 
the body and they end up being pulled away by the enemy and taken astray.  The Apostle Paul warns the 
church this is going to happen.  He warns them about those who are going to create divisions.   

He also warns them against those who are going to create obstacles and he says those obstacles are 
obstacles against the doctrine that we've taught you.  The doctrine that he pushes so hard in the book of 
Romans is the doctrine of grace.  That's why he spent so much time saying how sinful we are at the 
beginning so at the end we're all going, “Guilty.  I am completely a sinner,” so that he can say the only 
way you can get to God is 100% through Jesus's cross in His grace, not by any work or merit that you 
can have alone.   

For those of you who were here for last two messages that I 
preached we talked about big cones, the commands of God, and 
we talked about little cones, things that we set into place to 
protect us from ever crossing over those commands of God so 
we can live in the best way that God's called us to live.  It's those 
little cones that religious leaders create for us, rules they create 
for us that'll say, “Hey, this is what God wants out of you and 
here's how you have to behave to get to Him.”  And pretty soon 
we're in that religious cycle of climbing to get to God.  This is 

CHRISTIANITY 

is NOT a religion. 
 

Religion is HUMANS trying  

to work their way to God. 
 

Christianity is GOD coming to us 

through a relationship with 

Jesus Christ. 
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not about religion.  That’s what religion is, Jesus + something, I will earn my way to God.  We’re here 
today to tell you it is Jesus + Nothing—that equals everything—that is grace. 

And the Apostle Paul says if anyone's putting an obstacle – a little cone in your way – don't let them do 
it.  Watch out for that.  Keep your eyes open for that.  We have heard ever since we preached the big 
cone/little cone message many people saying, “I now get it.  That's what I was struggling with with 
church.”  Because oftentimes we come in and all of a sudden we get this long list of rules of things that 
don't save us that we're all supposed to do, and that we all have to do to fit in and conform.  You’ve been 
in those organizations, you've been in those churches, and the Apostle Paul says watch out, avoid death.  
Be aware.  Pastoral epistles say over and over these kinds of people slip in and sound really good, they 
come up to you through flattery and try to make you feel really good, but all they're trying to do is 
divide and subtract.  Watch out for those who create divisions and those who create obstacles.   

That's sort of a downer after such a positive thing, but the Apostle Paul says we won’t have this good 
thing if we allow divisions to happen here.  And that's why we nip those in the bud, we jump on them 
very fast around here at Calvary.   

Listen to verse 20, I like this, “The God of peace”  —I'm gonna ask our team to come up, we're gonna 
close our service: 

20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. 

— That's a promise.  Anyone this morning feel like it would be a great day to see Satan finally busted, 
crushed, destroyed?  Anyone having a crappy week because of the stuff the enemy's thrown at you 
because of sin in this world?  He says He’s about ready to crush Satan under His feet.  He says listen: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
~ ROMANS 16:20 

He's taking care of it.  He's got it.  It's all about Jesus.  I want you to put your attention, your faith, and 
your trust in Jesus. 

Jesus, 

Thank you for these people in this room.  Thank you for them linking arms together to get your 
message and the Gospel out.  Protect our church from divisions, protect our church from those 
obstacles of those who would try to create these little things in a way that would keep us from 
making it all about You and your grace, Jesus.  We love You so much.  I thank you for each 
person in this room. 

It’s in Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
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 Calvary Fellowship Website:  https://www.cfdowningtown.com/watch 
 YouTube:  https://youtu.be/HMuiNvpcXW8  
 Vimeo:   https://vimeo.com/373758996  
 Facebook 930AM:  https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/2537631622986871/  
 Facebook 11AM:  https://www.facebook.com/CFDowningtown/videos/438099253566097/  
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END NOTES 

A Lyrics:  "Your Presence Is Heaven" 

[Verse 1] Who is like You, Lord in all the earth? 
  Matchless love and beauty, endless worth 
  Nothing in this world can satisfy 
  Jesus, You're the cup that won't run dry 
 

[Chorus 1] Your presence is heaven to me 
  Your presence is heaven to me 
 

[Verse 2] Treasure of my heart and of my soul 
  In my weakness, You are merciful 
  Redeemer of my past and present wrongs 
  And holder of my future days to come 
 

[Chorus 2] Your presence is heaven to me 
  Your presence is heaven to me 
  It's heaven to me, God 
  So we're singing... 
  Oh, Jesus, oh, Jesus 
  Your presence is heaven to me 
  Oh, Jesus, oh, Jesus 
  Your presence is heaven to me 
 

[Verse 3] So all my days on earth, I will await 
  The moment that I see You face to face 
  But nothing in this world will satisfy 
  Jesus, You're the cup that won't run 
  For Jesus, You're the cup that won't run dry! 
  You never run dry!... 
 

[Chorus 3] Your presence is heaven to me 
  Your presence is heaven to me 
  Lord, Your presence is heaven to me! 
  (Your presence is heaven to me) 
  Your presence is heaven to me! 
  So we're singing... 
  Oh, Jesus, oh, Jesus 
  Your presence is heaven to me 
  Oh, Jesus, oh, Jesus 
  Your presence is heaven to me! 
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