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If you have your Books with you, your Bible, would love for you to open up to the book of Romans.  If 
you don't own a Bible, we've got stacks of Bibles on the tables in the back; they're yours for free, grab 
one, put your name in it, a lot of us have them that look just like that so you need to make sure your 
name is in it.  If you know someone that needs a Bible, grab one, take it and give that to them.  We give 
out a lot of Bibles around here because we believe so strongly that the words of this Book will change 
and transform your life.   

And so this morning I would love to open up to the book of Romans and I'd like to read the first half of 
the chapter of the book of Romans, and here's what I am so convinced of:  that the Word of God is so 
powerful that it's probably the very most important thing that's going to happen from this front stage this 
morning is that the Word of God is going to go out.  And so I believe it's going to get you right where 
you need to get it.  The rest of my words who knows what, if they'll be helpful, but God's Word is going 
to do that,  If you have your phone, your Bible, open it up to Romans chapter 1, and I'll read it. 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be 
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,  
7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:  Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 
proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the 
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that 
somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11 For I long to see 
you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we 
may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want 
you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have 
been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the 
rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to 
the wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in 
Rome. 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God 
is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

~ ROMANS 1:1-17 

If I can draw your attention to verse 15, the Apostle Paul says to these Romans who are Christians—
remember, the Apostle Paul is a guy who, he was a one-man wrecking machine of Christians before all 
of a sudden on the road to Damascus God gets a hold of him and just totally spins him around.  And 
when he sees Jesus and he gets to know Jesus, his life is changed and he can't help but to tell everyone 
of this radical conversion that he's had and he wants them to have it.  So he's going around and he's 
talking to everyone he can telling him about Jesus, telling them about Jesus, and then when they get 
saved he's putting them all together into these churches and then he moves on to the next place and he 
tells them and he puts them together in a church and he moves on to the next place, and then oftentimes 
he sits down and writes them a letter.   
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Well he's writing this letter to a group of people he had never gone to see, the people in Rome, and he 
had hoped to get there, that's what he talks about.  In fact, when finally does get there he gets there 
in-between two soldiers, he's a prisoner because they came up against him for preaching the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  And he speaks to this group of people in Rome who are part of a church, they're a group of 
believers, and he says to them, he says, “I'd like to come.  I really want to come and I want to share the 
Gospel message with you.”  And in fact, he says I am under obligation to do that very thing, and so 
when he says that he says I want to come share the Gospel.   

Generally speaking, that word “Gospel” is referring to everything that is in this Book because everything 
that is in this Book leads up to this moment when Jesus comes to make everything right, when He hangs 
on the cross and He dies on the cross and He is buried and He rises from the dead.  And in going on that 
cross He takes our sins onto Himself and He takes the punishment for those sins, but when He dies He 
doesn't stay dead.  He comes out of the grave alive, victorious over sin and death.  And as a result, He 
has taken our sins on Himself and He offers those of us who would receive it His righteousness.  And 
that is the good news, what He did on the cross.  He died, He was buried, and He rose and He offers us 
that righteousness of God.  That's the Gospel.  That's the good news that he brings to us. To embrace that 
is to embrace good news; to reject that is to embrace bad news.  That’s not something that any one of us 
would want to do. 

Recently a Barna poll came out that said this:  94% of the people that have ever embraced the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ say it is the best news that they have ever heard.  They're really glad that they had made that 
decision.  The crazy thing is right up against that they interviewed people from the Millennial 
Generation and 47% of the people from the Millennial Generation made this comment, they said that 
they feel that it is wrong to tell someone of a different faith about their faith in Jesus.1  The Apostle Paul 
would have never agreed with that.  The Apostle Paul says tell someone!  Get the Word out!  Spread that 
Word as wide and as far as you can.  And that's what he does.  Why?  Because it had so radically 
changed him.  He was a guy that was headed towards an eternity separated from God and when he meets 
Jesus he goes, “I get it now.  I want everyone to get this.  I want everyone to know the freedom that I 
find in Jesus.  I want everyone to love Jesus.”  Is that our response to the Gospel?  I gotta tell somebody!  
I gotta tell somebody!  And I even think about it here as he's talking to the church.  So this isn't 
necessarily only just going to someone who’s never heard it, it’s us talking about it to each other, each 
of us sharing with each other how Jesus has changed our lives. 

I had a phone call earlier this week with a lady, this couple are good friends of ours, and my wife and I 
have even vacationed with them and spent time with them on many occasions.  And she's really 
successful, she travels all the time, and as a result of that the airline that she travels gives her a free 
companion pass for her husband.  And so almost always I ask how’s her husband and how are things, 
and she's like, oh, he's flying along with her going everywhere she's going and, you know, he's got this 
buddy pass or whatever it's called and so he gets to go along free.  Whenever she brings that up I always 
tell Ann, “I wish we could get a buddy pass.  I could just sort of follow you around, carry your luggage 
to wherever you're going or whatever your next appointment is.  It'd be so cool to be able to be that.”  
But she doesn't fly a hundred flights a year which is what it requires to get a buddy pass in the following 
year, and I don't want her away that much anyhow, so no buddy pass for us—until I did a bunch of 
research this week and I found out something.    

It was like this time-sensitive deal that if you signed up for some certain credit card in the next two days 
you could get the buddy pass for free up through December of 2019.  I'm like showing this to her and 
it’s sort of like it's too good to be true; we’re reading all the fine print, rereading it, thinking about it, 

                                                 
1 https://www.barna.com/research/millennials-oppose-evangelism/  
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researching it some more.  And it’s like, “Oh, we gotta sign up for this thing!”  We get signed up for this 
thing and we're like, “Oh, yes!” and we're like planning all the places that I'm gonna follow her around 
to this year.  “Well, this is cool, can I be back in time for Sunday if I go here with you?” and that kind of 
thing.  So we’re pumped up about that and all of a sudden it dawns on me, “Oh, my goodness, I gotta tell 
everyone I know about this!”  You know, and I’m shooting texts to family, sending the link to this 
website and all, “You gotta do this!  You gotta do this!”  It crossed my mind as I was doing that I'm 
thinking – isn't that interesting, so, for the next 11 months I can travel for free and I can't wait to tell 
everyone I can get my hands on.  I also thought about it for all of eternity if you’ll put your trust in 
Jesus, you can spend eternity with Him, and we’re like, “Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, that's cool.”   

Paul says I want to tell you the Gospel.  I gotta tell you the Gospel.  I think about it often.  Do you ever 
see these things on TV when so and so died this week and they were 61 years old, they were 49 years 
old, they were 78 years old—do you ever find yourself doing the math at that moment, like, how long 
between now and then until I die?  Like if I was dying when they did and you’re like oh man, if I died at 
their age that’d be four years from now, that’d be 14 years from now.  Oh, my goodness, I’m already on 
overtime.  I mean, you think about it for a moment, think about yourself in eternity, picture this for a 
moment, whatever that is which has got to be beyond anything we can imagine here, going, “Oh, man, I 
wish Pastor Lee had sent me that text so I could sit in a tube for free for a lot of hours.”  Well, can you 
imagine that person that you did send that text to going, “Hey, you’re gonna get free air travel for the 
next year.  Oh, my goodness, you gotta do this.”  Make it to Hell for eternity and they're going, “Why 
did they send me that link?  Why of all links did they send me that link?  Why didn’t they talk to me 
about eternity?” 

Paul says I want to talk about the Gospel.  On my way to Damascus one day Jesus came and changed 
my life.  I gotta tell you about it.  What about you?  What happened to you?  Anything happening to 
you?  Anything change your life?  And all of a sudden you go, “Man, this matters.”  So he says I want to 
tell you about it and he says why he wants to tell about it.  He says I'm not ashamed of the Gospel. 

This week we were having a little talk about this whole thing in the staff meeting.  Pastor Bob is one of 
these guys that has on his phone I think every book ever known to mankind in some sort of search 
engine that can search them all and we're talking about like, “What's ashamed mean?”  Well, I think I 
know what ashamed means and then he like all of a sudden, he's sitting there doing this number 
[searching on cell phone] and all of a sudden he comes up with some definition that he pulled out of 
some theological journal somewhere.  And I'm like, “Oooh, that's good,” and I wrote it down.  Here's 
what it is:   

 

How many like feeling that?  Take away some status from me, I love feeling loss in my life.  But he says 
that’s what this whole idea of being ashamed is because oftentimes when we share this good news—
What's the good news?—“Well, Jesus died on a cross 2,000 years from now and you can go to Heaven.”   
And the person's like, “Are you kidding me?  Oh, you’re one of those.”  And all of a sudden experience 
a loss, experience pain because they're like, “Really?  You go to one of those kinds of churches, too?”  
“Oh, yeah.  Oh yeah.”  “Hell, fire, brimstone.  That's weird.”  “Yeah, okay, cool.”  And you're like, “I'll 
shut up.”  And from that moment you're like, “I'm out.  I'm, you know, I'm not doing that anymore.  I 

Definition 
ashamed 

to experience the painful feeling and a sense of 
loss or status. 
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can believe it in my own heart but I'm not going there.”  But for those of us who do believe it is true, 
you’re like, wait a minute, wait a minute.  Do I have some sort of desire to shout it out irregardless of 
what they say?   

So this week I read a passage in 2nd Kings chapter 7 that I just thought was so cool.  The stories of the 
Bible are written there to help us understand life.  So God's people, Israel, they're in the city of Samaria.  
They are surrounded by the Syrians, by their enemies, and they've been under siege so long that they're 
starving in the city and it has gotten to a point where it is really, really bad.  Like, they're gonna die 
moments from now if something doesn't break in the action.  And so there's four lepers that are standing 
at the city gate and they get to talking about this predicament that they're in, and as they're talking about 
this predicament they're like, “You know what?  If we stay here we're gonna die.  If we go out and we 
just like head towards the Syrian camp, we'll probably die, too.  But what if we don't?  What if they 
decide to capture us and maybe somehow we'll live?  Maybe they'll feed us.  But, like, we're gonna take 
the risk.”   

So these four lepers make the break from the city and just head towards the Syrian camp, and as they 
arrive at the Syrian camp—no one there.  Evidently what had happened is God, and this is the side of all 
this stuff that sometimes the stuff that doesn't seem to make sense all of a sudden you hear, “God's doing 
His own thing,” because God's working in a whole different way than what makes sense to us.  God had 
made for this sound of wind and chariots that the Syrians freak out.  They hear chariots coming towards 
them and they flee the camp and head to the mountains and the hills, and by the time these four lepers 
get to their camp no one’s there.  I mean, they left so fast, I mean, the food’s still sitting there cooking 
and boiling, and so they just walk in, I mean, they start gorging themselves.  It's like a buffet for them 
and they're just going from tent to tent scarfing down everything they can and they're feeling really 
good.   

And then all of a sudden they start looking around and they’re seeing all sorts of gold laying around, so 
they're grabbing that and throwing it in their sack and going and hiding it because, oh, my goodness, I’m 
gonna be wealthy.  I've never had money before, all of a sudden I’m gonna be wealthy like I’ve never 
been wealthy before.  And then it dawned on them, uh-oh, we have a responsibility.  I just have to read 
this to you really fast, it's from 2nd Kings 7:9 and it says this: 

9 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news. 
If we are silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now 
therefore come; let us go and tell the king's household.”  

~ 2 KINGS 7:9 

Do you ever think about this?  I’m not telling that family member.  I’m not telling that friend.  I'm not 
telling that neighbor.  I'm not telling that co-worker on the other side of the cubicle.  I'm not doing what 
is right.  I've got to tell them the good news.  Today is a day of good news.  I have something that 
matters.  I've got to pass it on to them.  The Apostle Paul says I want, I want to preach the Gospel to 
you.  And he says because I am not ashamed of it, and then he says this, he goes because it is the power 
for life.  It’s the thing that powers your life.   

Over one book to your right, you don't have to turn there right now, I would encourage you to read it, 
1st Corinthians chapter 1 speaks really solidly to this message.  First Corinthians 1 says that the cross 
and that message that Jesus hangs there to die and take on the punishment for our sins, he says that is 
foolishness2 to those who are listening on who don't believe in Jesus.  That just seems weird.  Why 

                                                 
2  For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.   
 ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18 
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would that be the case?  But he says to those who are being saved, it's the power of God to salvation—
same word.   

It's sort of like four lepers breaking out from the city headed over to a camp, you don't expect the 
besieging army that has put a whole city under siege to flee thinking chariots are coming unless, in the 
weakness of four lepers catch—catch that word “lepers”—God decides to do something over and above 
and big and show up.  It's the only way this works, otherwise this is foolishness, it’s goofy.  You don't 
tell four lepers, “Hey, head out there, see what happens.”  We know what will happen unless God shows 
up.  And there's this message over and over in 1st Corinthians chapter 1 that in our weakness, in the 
things that don't make sense to us, don't make sense to the people we work with and the people that we 
hang out with, God shows up in an incredibly powerful way in a way that all of a sudden the lights go on 
and people go, “I get it.  Thank you so much.”  And they respond to it.  Why?  Because it is the power of 
God. 

And then the text tells us, and by the way, these two verses here, verses 16 and 17 in Romans 1, are the 
key verses of this book. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes,  

— belief is going to be key; there is this place where we have to believe that what God says is true and 
follow that — 

to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

~ ROMANS 1:16-17 

Here's what I want us to understand.  Let's dig into the word “righteousness” for a moment.  We shared 
this with you two weeks ago when we were going over the overview of chapter 1.  Righteousness means 
this, God's righteousness:  God is always right, God is always just, and God always keeps His promises.   

So think with me for a moment, you go back all the way to 
the Garden, Adam and Eve in the Garden.  God said eat 
anything you want, it's all yours – oh, except for this one 
tree, you can't eat of that, and if you do you will—.  Okay?  
Don't do it.  Don't do it.  What do they do?  They do it.  
Now what happens to them and to us?  I mean, The Fall 
comes to all of us.  Some might quickly say, “That doesn’t 

make sense.  A piece of fruit?  Why is God so worked up about that piece of fruit?”  Righteousness.  
God is always right.  God is always just.  He keeps His promises.  “Yeah, but, they didn't kill anyone.  
They didn't hurt anyone.  I mean, there was no one else around.  It's just no big deal.  I don't 
understand.”  God is always right.  God is always just.  You see, this is why at the end of that verse it 
talks about faith.  There's a given point where we have to have faith that God is always right, and then 
we have to trust our life and pour our life, fall on that as truth. 

Abraham, God comes to Abraham, “I'm gonna make of you a great nation.”3  Abraham looks back and 
says, “I’m old.”  The Scripture is going to tell us that he never sees that come to full fruition, but in the 
book of Genesis you know what it says?  The book of Genesis it tells us very clearly that Abraham 

                                                 
3 “And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.”  ~ GENESIS 12:2 

God’s righteousness means this: 

God is always right 
God is always just 

God always keeps His promises 
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believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.4  How did he become righteous?  How did he 
become righteous in God's eyes?  He believed what God said.  Does that make sense?  Did he ever see 
it?  Did it ever come together for him?  No.  You wait and you wait and you wait and you don't see it.  
Some of you are in that mode right now, it doesn't come together.  “God, You said it, I'm in.  I'm in.”  
And he believed it.  Here's what we have to convince ourselves of and to repeat over and over:  God's 
way is always right—and it's always better.    

So let me wrap up by putting you in a situation that I'm pretty sure most of you are familiar with and you 
can connect with.  There are a bunch of things that we would say in this room that we believe about 
Jesus and about this Book that we are convinced are true.  Most of us in this room would say, yeah, 
without a shadow of a doubt I believe those things are true.  BUT we respond to cultural opinions about 
those truths based on the prevailing opinion around the table that we happen to be sitting at.  So despite 
the fact that we believe this is true, when the people around us are saying something very different, we 
really struggle with pushing back on that.  We really struggle with speaking truth and being as bold as 
they’re being, so we sort of backup and blend in.  So here's what I'd like to throw out to you.  I explained 
to you what the word “ashamed” means, that feeling of a sense of loss or losing status.  I believe many 
of us around that table we're ashamed or we're afraid that we're going to be shamed, someone's gonna 
place shame on us in that moment.  I would like to share with you two things that I believe may very 
well help you get over this feeling of being ashamed. 

First thing, I believe that in our culture and society right now one of the highest values that is all around 
us is this value of being liked, and we will go to incredible lengths to make sure that everyone around us 
likes us even if it means closing our mouths about truth.  In fact, it is constantly told to us that if we 
disagree with someone they are feeling judged, or vice versa, if we feel like they disagree with us we 
feel like they're judging us.  Have you ever been in one of these conversations and you bring up 
anything that has to do with the Bible one of the very first pushbacks you get is, “Don't judge me!”  
Because somehow what you just said did not align with their lives or their belief system.   

First Corinthians chapter 1, verse 27, says God chose what is foolish in this world to shame the wise.5  
So again, we mentioned this few minutes ago in 1st Corinthians chapter 1 that many of the things that 
we say it's just like the average person out there is going, “I don't know where you're coming from with 
that and that is weird, that is uncomfortable, you shouldn't even be saying those kinds of things.”  And 
we back off and we go quiet.  Jesus said this:  If the world hates you, remember it hated me first.6  John 
chapter 15, verse 18.  That's helpful to understand because we are told be liked, whatever it takes, at 
whatever costs.  And we model that to our children and then they go into school and in an effort to try to 
be liked at any cost, they go down paths that you're still trying to change the trajectory to.  We must get 
over this absolute pressure to be liked if we're gonna follow this not being ashamed of the One who went 
to Calvary's cross. 

Two things to help you not be ashamed, this issue of not being liked, second thing we have to decide 
today whether we're gonna believe in absolute truth or not.  Is there truth that is always right that we 
believe in?  [he holds up his Bible]  Are we willing to believe that this is God's truth and this is right all 

                                                 
4 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.  ~ GENESIS 15:6  [Correction made from “Hebrews” cited in the 

video to Genesis. Additional mentions of Abraham’s faith include Hebrews 11:8-10 and 11:17-19, Galatians 3:6-9, Romans 4:1-22, 
James 2:23] 

5 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what 
is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God.  ~ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:27-29 

6 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but 
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”  ~ JOHN 15:18-19 
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the time?  Here's the value of believing that:  if you believe that this [Bible] is truth, then you always 
have an anchor to go to.  That's a really nice thing.  It really helps with the whole liked thing because 
you’re okay with not being liked if you know that this is truth.  But if you're not sure, then you would, 
you'd sort of back up, you'd sort of quiet down.  Do we believe that there is such a thing as absolute 
truth?  Something that is always right, even if it doesn't make sense to us—am I willing to go with it?   

That's the thing that I'm going to ask you as we go into the rest of the book of Romans to really consider 
because we're gonna hit some rough patches.  And you're actually going to see some people beside you 
stand up and walk out because it doesn't fit the narrative of our culture and our time.  Remember the 
word culture means “the way we do things.”  So the way we did things 10 years ago, how we did things 
50 years ago, how we do things in my home, how we do things in your home, how we do things here at 
Calvary, it doesn't fit the narrative of the culture of the way we do things.  At that moment we need to 
have a standard to go by.  And that's why I feel like it's so important to have this conversation today.   

If you know what your standard is, then you'll be golden.  If your standard is just what all your friends 
are saying, it's good to know that.  By the way, that won't be absolute because you talk to that person or 
that person and they’ll tell you something different.  If the standard is whatever makes sense in your 
head, just understand that your truth is limited to how bright you are.  Or if you look at something like 
the Word of God and you consider the test of time that it has been put up against and you say, “I believe 
that this is my owner's manual, the original manufacturer, God—of me, of this world, everything 
around.  He wrote down how to live in the best way possible and He wrote it down and whatever He 
said I'm gonna go with it, even if it doesn't make sense up against culture, the way things are done in our 
time.”  And what, again, what I'm gonna ask you is to begin to consider that what you know trumps 
what you feel; you’re going to feel really uncomfortable if you go down this path.  But if you know this 
[Bible] is my absolute truth and I'm going to just anchor in on that, what you know will trump what you 
feel. 

About a year ago we had a special speaker here, his name is Jeff Myers, and one of the things I really 
appreciated about him is he talked about one of the things that's causing our young people to waver and 
struggle is they don't have answers to some of the biggest questions of life.  And then he listed down a 
bunch of those big questions of life.  I wrote them down as he was saying them.  Here they are: 

Am I loved? 
Why do I hurt? 

What is my purpose? 
Can't we all get along? 

Is there any hope? 

I think that goes beyond young people, would you agree?  Okay, so those are the questions that people 
you and I are connecting with are asking.  You’re going, “I'm asking it.”  And you're getting two sets of 
answers in the world in which we live, so I'm gonna mention this.  Pastor John, who oftentimes preaches 
up here, oversees everything from children up through high school, he always says this to me, like, I've 
heard him say this a thousand times and I finally wrote it down because, like, that's good.  Okay.  He 
always says, “Here's the problem is that everyone's telling you you're just a blob of cells, and if you're 
just a blob of cells do you have any purpose?  If you're just blob of cells, how can you be loved?”   

He's always telling me that the people out there are telling us that we're being told we're just random and 
that we're not loved, that we’re just a big mistake and that we're meaningless.  And you wonder why 
society is so discouraged, depressed, committing suicide, walking around looking for the next drug to try 
to just give them some sort of high to get through the day because that is the relativism that we live in in 
our world.  There is no such thing in that world as absolute truth.   
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Absolute truth:  God says you are loved, you were chosen by God before the foundations of this earth,  
He knows you intimately, He has the hairs numbered on your head—that's what my Bible says—it says 
you are made in His image. 7  That's why this whole discussion that you all and I have been watching on 
TV this week about abortion is so troubling to me.  You see, when you don't have absolute truth you 
have all sorts of conversations about this back and forth as to what’s right, what's not.  When you have 
absolute truth you find out what God says about a life, that every life matters from conception on, and 
that we need to stand up for that.  But you can't get there if you don't have absolute truth.  So that's why 
you have to ask yourself the question:  Do I have absolute truth?   

I had a discussion with a man today who saved his own child from this very thing who shows up here 
every week.  I said, “You believe in life?”  He goes, “Oh, do I ever.”  Do you think that boy's life should 
have been taken?  He said, “Oh, my.”  It’s an amazing story, but it only comes if you come to this place 
where you believe in absolute truth. 

Now I'm gonna ask you in preparation for next week to spend some time reading all of chapter 1 of 
Romans and I'd like you to ask yourself these two questions if you want to be in a place where you're not 
ashamed:  (1) Can I get beyond this place of needing to be liked?  (2) What is going to be my foundation 
of absolute truth?  I really hope that it'll be this Book so that we can keep on going back to this Book and 
saying, “Okay, here's what it says, what's it mean?”  So that we can say God's way is always right and 
it's always best.   Then we know what to live and life gets a lot easier.  Does this make sense?  [someone 
yells, “Yes”] Okay, good, thanks for you three who have responded.  [Laughter]  God bless you.   

I want to pray for you and then I'm gonna let you go. 

Lord Jesus, 

A lot to think about here, our minds are spinning because we've been programmed in the world 
we live in to be liked, but we want to do so much more.  We want to do something bigger, Lord 
God.  We want to keep this faith going that has been passed on to us and it's not going to happen 
by just stepping back, laying down and rolling over.   

Lord God, I know there's some folks in this room right now just trying to wrestle with this, 
whether there is absolute truth.  And I pray that even as they read Romans 1 over and over this 
week that we will be able to put our faith in your righteousness that You are always right and 
You are always just.  So I pray for each person in this room that's struggling with that today 
because each one of us have stuff going on that puts us in a situation where some of these 
answers are hard because of what's gone on in our lives.   

Lord, I pray that you would show each person in this room your love and your care and that they 
would find redemption in You alone, in your precious Son alone, and that they would find true 
love in You, Jesus, in whose Name we pray.  Amen. 

Hey, I want to thank you for being here today.  I believe that the church is God's plan for dealing with 
the world that we live in today, and I'm not talking about this organization, these organizations, I deal 
with enough churches.  Church organizations are a mess.  But the church, the Bride of Christ, the Body 
of Christ, those of you who know Jesus, when we start encouraging each other it's a game-changer.  
That's why you came here today; that smile, that encouragement, that cup of coffee, that bagel, that 
prayer, that handshake.  Please, please, please, please from this place out we can make a difference into 
this local community, in your workplace, in your families, go tell someone this week.  We'd be wrong if 

                                                 
7 See John 3:16-17, Ephesians 1:4, Ephesians 5:1-2, Matthew 10:30, 1 John 3:16a, Romans 5:8, Genesis 1:27, Psalm 139 
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we didn't.  Get involved, connect with each other, don't leave here without encouraging someone, go out 
there and see Pastor Bob in Seminar 2.  Come over and say hello to my wife and I in the glass room over 
here, we'd like to get to know you.  Get involved in serving here, there is so much going on.   

And listen, invite someone back next week.  You're like, “I read ahead.  I don't think I want to.”  
[Laughter]  Listen, we want to be gracious and redemptive and God's truth is healing and that's why 
we're talking about speaking truth.  No one's telling people the truth these days and as a result it's 
harming them.  I believe when we tell the truth God's going to change lives, so invite someone, come 
back here, bring your family.   

God bless you.  Have a wonderful day, we're praying for you.  We love you and thank you so much for 
being here.  Have a wonderful Sunday.

Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/316411769  

YouTube:  https://youtu.be/NdWico_EMP4  
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